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WELCOME

WELCOME FROM OUR TEAM RECTOR
Thank you for reading all the information about our Team Vicar Post. I’m sure you will agree that there is lots to 
be excited about, and that you will prayerfully consider applying. Harrogate is a great place to live and minister, 
and it is a place I have very much made home, having been here since 2014. What drew me here was a sense 
that there was lots of ‘treasure’, and that unearthing it was going to be exciting – and I believe there is plenty 
of excavation still to do! Sometimes that excavation is challenging, but there is great reward as we see lives 
changed and we journey forward with God, not always knowing where He is leading but knowing that because 
we journey with Him, doing so will be ‘safer than a known way’. 

We do have our fair share of challenges, not least financial with ever-increasing costs, but thus far our giving 
has held up, which I consider to be a good sign that people are excited about and supportive of our direction 
of travel; and there are increasing opportunities for ministry and mission – indeed one of our challenges is to 
ensure that we don’t try to do too much – so we are trying to listen well and keep things simple. 

As well as being Team Rector, I am also assistant Area Dean of Harrogate Deanery, a school governor at a local 
Church of England Primary School, chair of a charitable trust that offers financial support to young people with 
a wide range of educational needs, and member of a choir, among other things. My wife and I have 2 grown up 
children, and a wonderful grandson, with another on the way, even though I don’t feel (or look!?) old enough 
to have entered this stage of life! We also have two dogs and a long-term lodger. And I love the creativity and 
energy that comes from colleagues working well together, as iron sharpens iron. 

So if you like what you read, and feel God might be calling you to join us, please do submit an application.

Revd Simon Dowson

We are very excited at the prospect of appointing a new Team Vicar to the Parish of Bilton, and 
we hope that our Person Specification and Parish Profile will aid you as you prayerfully consider 
applying. Thank you for taking the time to read our various documents, and please know that 
prayer is right at the heart of our discerning the person God is calling to join us and collaborate 
in guiding the parish into the next season of its life and mission. 

We hope that this Profile will give you a glimpse of what a great place Harrogate is to live and 
work in, and also some of the challenges and opportunities that there are here to strengthen 
the life of our churches and to help foster and grow our mission in the parish and in North 
Harrogate as a whole. 

The successful appointee with work closely with the Team Rector, and find themselves in a 
context where there is real energy and enthusiasm (and financial backing in terms of increased 
giving) for us to engage in a new church planting strategy, as well as in the strengthening and 
inspiring of our existing congregations. If you are up for a challenge, are open to new ideas, 
can bring some creative missional thinking, and will love us and be loved in return, then this 
may be just the post for you.
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