
WELCOME
to St.Thomas Mellor 

The Church on the Hill



INTRODUCING OUR CHURCH



St Thomas’ parish includes the thriving village                     
of Marple Bridge, with its commuter station to 
Manchester, two primary schools, a post office,         
coffee shops, and a great chippy! 

As well as urban living, the parish is part rural, 
including hill walks and the beautiful Goyt 
Valley.

Beside the church is a sheep and cattle farm 
and a number of farms are in the parish.

Steeped in history, the church is surrounded by an Iron Age ditch and 
ancient mill sites. 



The adjoining Parish Centre houses the church office with 

printing facilities. It’s run by a paid administrator, who also 

maintains our website.  The parish is kept in touch by our 

monthly magazine Outlook with a print run of 650. 

We also have Facebook and Twitter pages                              p 

run by members of the congregation.

The church has newly equipped wi-fi and cameras to 

livestream services for those unable to get to church.

Other support groups include: a pastoral and bereavement 

team, Sunday School team (Vestry Group), a prayer group, 

Intercessions team, Women’s Fellowship, rotas for church 

stewards, flower arrangers and holy dusters.

We also have the valuable benefit of an attached retired vicar 

as well as a Reader.

The office also has 

the facility to 

speedily and safely 

email the whole 

Electoral Roll using 

Mailchimp.  



St.Thomas’ Mission Statement

Adopted by the PCC in February 2016.

• To Share our faith

• To Serve our community 

• To work for justice and peace in the world.

Our Values, towards which we strive, are to be inclusive and accepting;

to be outward facing and diverse in our approach;

to value our worship, fellowship, music and welcome.



OUR WORSHIP
The ethos of the church is liberal, and the
churchmanship is mostly traditional. Common 
Worship is used. Vestments are worn by the
priest and robes by the choir, servers and lay
assistants. We are proud to have applied to be 
part of the  Inclusive Church Network and 
welcome everyone irrespective of their 
background or sexuality.
Mostly we sing traditional hymns – hymns which 

have stood the test of time - and enjoy choral 

settings and anthems led by our choir.  The choir 

is a central element in the life of the church.
The church pays for a choirmaster and organist. 

We have two externally funded organ scholars.

Our choir aims for a high standard, and under 

their director Tom Howling, they maintain a 

wide-ranging reputation.  Recently they have 

been asked to do relief services at both 

Westminster Abbey and St Paul’s Cathedral.



Importantly, the choir is the main 

recruiter of new children into the 

church - together with their parents 

who also add their talents.  

The choir sing Choral Evensong once 

a month, and occasionally in the 

summer this is celebrated outside 

much to the delight of passing 

walkers.



Sunday services  (all attendances post-covid)

8.30am Said Holy Communion. (CW) Attendance up to 12 people.

10.00am Sung Eucharist with choir (CW) and Vestry groups for the children. The service is followed
by coffee in the Parish Centre. Attendance between 60 and 70.

6.30pm Evening Prayer (CW), except 3rd Sunday of the month for Choral Evensong (BCP)
Evening Prayer up to 6 people, Choral Evensong up to 20 people

There is also a said service of Holy Communion (CW) at 10.00am on Wednesday.
Attendance around 7 people.



A TASTE OF OUR CHURCH YEAR





Our Church Summer Fete, with the crowning of the Rose Queen, and traditional Well-dressing from petals

Invitation to the popular pet blessing service



Towards the end of the year, our All Souls Service remembers 
departed loved ones by lighting candles in their memory.



The parish of Mellor was in the Diocese of 
Derby until November 2006 when it 
transferred to Chester. 

In Marple Bridge there are United Reformed
and Roman Catholic churches within our 
parish.

We are partof Chadkirk Deanery which spans 
rural and urban areas. St Thomas’ is a 
member of Churches Together in Marple and
District. A covenant agreeing to work for closer
unity was signed in 1994 and renewed in 2009.



THE CHURCH BUILDINGS
St Thomas’ church occupies a 
prominent position near the top of the 
village. There has probably been a 
church on thesite since Saxon times. It
seats 200.

The stone font is the oldest object in the 
church dated around 1000AD with primitive
carvings of men and horses

It is thought
to have the
oldest oak
pulpit in the
country
datedfrom
1330.



The Parish Centre is 100 yards down the hill from 
church. This used to be the village school until 
2000 when it was converted for the Parish and a
new school built a mile down the hill. The Parish 
Centre is open for use by any groups whether they 
are linked with the church or not.

The Vicarage is adjacent to the church. Upstairs it has 
four bedrooms, one ensuite, and a family bathroom. 
Downstairs there is a kitchen, lounge, dining room, 
study and utility room with a downstairs toilet. There 
is a good-sized garden to the rear.



THE COMMUNITY
The population of the parish is around 5,500 and consists of the villages of Mellor, Marple Bridge,
Mill Brow and Moor End. Mellor is an old established community on the edge of the Peak District 12
miles from Manchester, less than half an hour by train. It benefits from being rural with suburban
settlement. The church, two primary schools, the sports club, golf club, the many local pubs and the
Parish Centre all provide focal points for the community and its activities.

Churches Together in Marple and District
In the last few years Churches Together has taken steps to mark major points in the church year with
joint services. There is an ecumenical service on Ash Wednesday, dawn service on Easter Day and an 
ecumenical evening service on Ascension Day.

There are also united services for Bible
Sunday and the week of prayer for Christian
Unity, as well as the Good Friday walk up to
Cobden Edge where hymns are sung at the 
foot of the cross.



Educationally there is a modern primary
school in Mellor which, whilst not a
church school, enjoys close links withSt
Thomas’. The vicar attends Christmas and
Harvest services at the school. The parish
is also home to Ludworth PrimarySchool 
where occasional assemblies for Key 
Stage 1 are taken by the vicar. There is 
also St Mary’s Catholic primary school.
Neighbouring Marple has a
comprehensive school (Marple Hall
School) and Marple Sixth Form College.
The church runs a popular toddler group
in the Parish Centre.

Mellor Sports Club is home to the world
renowned Mellor Lacrosse team. The
sports club on Longhurst Lane also has
tennis courts, a badminton hall and a
cricket pitch.

Linnet Clough Scout Camp is used by
children from all over the country and, 
occasionally, worldwide.



Mellor Archaeology Trust keeps finding
interesting things to dig up - for example 
the Iron Age ditch that surrounds the
church, and uncovering Mellor’s rich 
industrial heritage such as Mellor Mill 
served by the Peak Forest Canal.

Even Mellor’s 
old village 
stocks have 
been unearthed

A 4000year old amber necklace was
found in Shaw Cairn on Cobden Edge 
across the valley from the church.
The society has an excellent website: 
mellorarchaeology.org.uk/

http://www.mellorarchaeology.org.uk/


THE CHURCH’S FINANCES
Monthly fundraising 
concerts such as this 
candlelit organ recital 
“Bach at Twilight” 
boost the church’s 
finances.  The biggest 
fundraiser is the 
summer fete -
weather permitting!

The church is blessed with having a large number of regular givers, and the church community is 
actively engaged in a range of fundraising activities, both for the church itself, the Parish Centre 
and the Christian/secular charities we support. 

In 2021 the total income of Mellor PCC was £218,540 and total expenditure £175,482. The 
unrestricted reserves at the end of the year were just over £39,000. 
For a detailed breakdown of the church’s finances, including running the church, The Parish 
Centre, the church buildings and churchyards and The Moorend Trust, please see the Appendix. 



WHAT WE ARE HOPING FOR IN OUR NEW VICAR

• An accessible but challenging preacher who provides thought provoking teaching and biblical exegesis

• Good communication skills on an individual and congregational level / above all, an inspirational leader

• Willing to embrace pastoral needs of the church and wider community

• Open to diversity of liturgical expression – ranging from choral services to said Communion. Commitment to the present 

liturgical and choral music tradition

• Keen to engage all ages in services and other church activities – ability to relate to children with fun and humour

• Develop the prayer life of the church and encourage individual’s spiritual growth

• Actively engage in outreach, participating in the wider community thereby maintaining the presence of the church in the 

surrounding area 

• Support Churches together in Marple, particularly  in its development of Ecumenical services

• We are proud to be part of the Inclusive Church Network – and we would want our new vicar to be positively sympathetic to 

those values

• To ensure the smooth running of the church, we would require our new vicar to be competent and familiar with IT.

Our church is very aware that we need to change and move forward and would support our new vicar to work on the ways we 
might prayerfully develop our worship and community service in the future.  Here are some further pointers:



CONTACTS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Please use the emails below to arrange a telephone chat.

Within Chester Diocese, the Archdeacon of Macclesfield, Ian Bishop, knows the Parish well
ian.bishop@chester.anglican.org

At St.Thomas, the Churchwardens and others would be delighted to have an informal chat

Dr Rachel Howling   redwards@nhs.net

Chris Mann  chris@mannmade.co.uk

Judith Shiel  shiel180@btinternet.com

Our Reader is Dave Shercliff  daveshercliff@gmail.com

PCC secretary, Julie Elliott  jools.elliott@ntlworld.com

Treasurer,  Richard Elliott  r.m.elliott@ntlworld.com

mailto:ian.bishop@chester.anglican.org
mailto:redwards@nhs.net
mailto:chris@mannmade.co.uk
mailto:shiel180@btinternet.com
mailto:daveshercliff@gmail.com
mailto:jools.elliott@ntlworld.com
mailto:r.m.elliott@ntlworld.com


FINANCIAL APPENDIX
There are four main elements to the Church's finances as follows: 

Running the Church. In 2021 total PCC expenditure was over £175,000. This included a Parish Share payment of £74,805. 
Income, including £46,000 in legacies, was almost £218,500, The church's finances have been impacted by the pandemic 
over the last two years meaning that it did not, for the first time, pay the full Parish Share requested. As the financial position 
improves we intend to increase these payments again while maintaining the level of reserves a charity is expected to have.

The Parish Centre. This is a designated fund. Since it was created over 15 years ago the aim has been for the Parish Centre to 
be self-supporting. This has been achieved with the help of fundraising by the Friends of Mellor Parish Centre. The deficit for 
year end 2021 was covered by a transfer from the Restricted Fund: Friends of Mellor Parish Centre of £5,045. At the end of 
2021 this fund held over £34,000 in reserves. 

The Church Building and Churchyards. There is a Restricted Fund to support major work on either the church or 
churchyard.The main sources of income is from dividends from shares invested in the CBF (Church of England Ethical 
Investments) and donations, including the Patrons Scheme. Significant sums have been spent over the last few years on the 
fabric (inside and out), the windows, the organ and the new churchyard. The amount available in the fund (excluding shares) 
at the end of 2016 was over £19,000. 

Moor End Trust. In the 1970s the former Sunday School building in Moor End was sold and the proceeds invested in shares in 
the CBF. The income from this fund can be used for educational and mission purposes (primarily but not exclusively for 
children). 


