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An Introduction by the Bishop of Whitby 

 
 

Thank you very much for your interest in the post for a priest based in 
Egton (Middle Esk Moor) on the North York Moors. 
 
The context is a very specific one.  Whitby Deanery is geographically 
large and very sparsely populated.  Just over half of the deanery 
population (about 25000) are permanent residents in the town of 
Whitby.  Others live in the scattered villages, hamlets and isolated 
farms.  A coincidence of retirements has offered us the opportunity to 
re-examine how we serve and lead in this whole area. 
 
Part of the work of the priest we appoint, then, will be to serve the Middle Esk Moor benefice, as it 
is described in this profile, along lines that include a significant traditional element of ministerial 
style.  There will also be an expectation to work with clergy and lay people, across the deanery but 
specifically in the neighbouring benefice of The Moorlands (based around Danby / Castleton) to 
look to establish a pattern of church life and ministry in the moorland communities that is workable 
and sustainable. 
 
This is a post for a priest who is committed to the future mission of the Church of England in a 
deep rural setting, ready to gain the confidence of people whose previous experience has been of 
an inherited model, able to lead in a consultative way so as to discern the best possible way 
forward, and to foster and animate the gifts of God’s people.  The Archdeacon and I, together with 
deanery colleagues, look forward to being able to work alongside the priest whom we appoint as 
the journey progresses. 

 
 

 
The Right Reverend Paul Ferguson, Bishop of Whitby 

 
 

The post is subject to a satisfactory enhanced DBS disclosure, episcopal reference, and eligibility to work in 
the UK. 
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Where we are 
 

The Benefice of Middle Esk Moor is 
situated in the North York Moors 
National Park (yellow outline on map), 
in Whitby Deanery, part of the 
Archdeaconry of Cleveland. 
The Benefice was formed in the year 
2000 and joined the three Esk Valley 
Parishes of Egton, Grosmont and 
Glaisdale with the moorland parish of 
Goathland. 

 

The Benefice covers an area of approx. 
160 sq. km. of spectacular scenery, with 
mixed moorland and woodland, the 
middle Esk Valley and associated dales. 
It is a popular destination for walkers, 
cyclists and outdoor enthusiasts. Recent 
Tour de Yorkshire events crossed our 
parishes. 

Deanery map © Diocese of York 
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Who we are - Benefice information 
In the 2011 UK census, the population of the four parishes that comprise Middle Esk Moor 
Benefice was registered as 2,222. The graph shows a breakdown of the population into age ranges. 
Table 1 below shows a compilation of information about the Benefice. (Note – ONS website states 
2021 population figures will not be released until summer 2022). 

 
Each parish has its own distinctive characteristics, 
described in more detail in the Parish sections. The 
main occupations of residents are farming and 
tourism, although there is a high proportion of 
older and retired people as can be seen from the 
graph. The skew towards the higher age brackets is 
evident in the present Church of England 
congregations, with few young people or children 
being active members of the church communities. 
Note numbers in the table are heavily influenced by 
the Covid pandemic. Prior to that and with more 
clergy, each parish had its own service schedule 

with 1 or 2 benefice services per month. Attendance now includes all benefice congregations. 
 

 

Character of the area and transport links 
All parishes of the Benefice lie entirely within the North York Moors 
National Park. The landscape is either moorland or river valleys (dales). 
Most population is in the dales. Farming is mainly sheep and cattle with 
some dairy. Tourist activities are mainly outdoors based on the moors 
and woodlands, with the North York Moors Railway (NYMR) heritage 
steam railway a feature within the Benefice. The well-known Coast-to- 
Coast Walk passes through Glaisdale, Egton and Grosmont parishes. 

 
Glaisdale, Egton and Grosmont are in the River Esk valley and share 
transport links. Goathland parish straddles the A169 north-south 
route across the moors and at present has bus links on the 
Pickering to Whitby route (buses originating in Leeds). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heather moor above Fryupdale looking 

towards Egton and Grosmont 
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The Esk Valley Railway currently has four 
services a day in each direction between 
Middlesbrough and Whitby (dependent on day 
and season). 
Grosmont and Goathland are both on the NYMR 
between Pickering and Grosmont. Some services 
run to Whitby. This railway is definitely for 
tourism, however, not routine transport. 

North York Moors Railway locomotive ‘Sir Nigel 
Gresley’ passes Beggar’s Bridge, Glaisdale 

 

The map shows that the main road access routes ring the National Park, with only the A169 
traversing it. Other roads within the Benefice parishes are minor moor or dale roads, often single 
track. Because of the size of this and adjoining benefices and limited public transport, it is expected 
that the Interim Minister will need access to independent road transport, possibly using four 
wheel drive to cope with winter conditions. 

 

Amenities including at Whitby and other towns. 
Each parish has some (limited) amenities including a selection of village shops (see individual 
profiles). There are NHS surgeries used by residents at Danby, Egton and Sleights. Other 
amenities are provided at Whitby or, further afield, Guisborough, Middlesbrough and 
Scarborough. 

 
Whitby (population ca. 13,000), 10km from 
Egton, is the nearest major settlement to all 
the parishes in our Benefice, with 
supermarkets, shops and many restaurants 
(fish and chips a speciality!) Fishing was once 
the main industry, but tourism is now the 
economic mainstay. The town hosts several 
events such as Goth festivals, Folk week, the 
Whitby Regatta and other (popular) music. 
Classical music concerts can be heard at the 
North York Moors Chamber Music festival Whitby harbour with the Abbey in the background 

(various venues around the area), the Ryedale Festival (mainly to the south of the Moors) or 
performed by amateur groups. The Whitby Pavilion hosts films and also (‘seaside’ type) live 
entertainment. Professional theatre can be found at Scarborough or in August at Glaisdale (Esk 
Valley Theatre). Note: this list and other event descriptions are pre-pandemic. Many are now re- 
starting. 

 

Schools 
There are primary schools at Egton (CofE), Goathland, Lealholm and Glaisdale. Egton parish and 
its incumbents have always enjoyed a very good relationship with Egton CofE school and we hope 
that this would continue with the Interim Minister. Information about the school is posted on its 
website https://egtonceprimary.org 
The heads of the non CofE schools also welcome the involvement of the Minister in Christian 
education. 

 
Whitby has two secondary schools, Caedmon College and Eskdale School, Key Stage 4 (GCSE), 
and a joint Whitby Sixth Form on the Caedmon campus. Secondary school pupils from our 
parishes generally travel to Whitby by train or bus. Other secondary education is available at 
Guisborough and Scarborough (subsidised bus transport available). There is also an independent 
day/boarding school, Fyling Hall School (ages 4-18) near Robin Hood’s Bay. 
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Pastoral care and support for the incumbent 
The Interim Minister will be supported by a network of hardworking volunteers drawn from 
PCCs, church members and other members of our communities who offer significant time and 
resources to mission, parish administration and activities such as fund-raising. Each parish has 
independent PCC meetings, with Churchwardens and Treasurers previously holding regular 
meetings at Benefice level, though this has been difficult to maintain during the pandemic. Each 
parish contributes to the Benefice funds which cover the costs of the office and other expenses of 
the IM and Benefice such as transport, BT costs, water and licences. 

 
There are now no licensed clergy in the benefice. Two RPAs are in training. Provision for services 
and ministry is currently supervised by the Area Dean (Rector of Whitby) using Deanery clergy 
where available and a number of active retired priests living in and around the Whitby area. The 
Deanery has 2½ stipendiary priests, three curates (one stipendiary) and the Synod meets at least 
four times per year. 

 

The Interim Minsiter’s house (Vicarage) 
The Vicarage is located to the south of Egton village, next to St. 
Hilda’s Church. It is a relatively modern (late 1960s and 
upgraded in ca. 2002 with improved kitchen and insulation) 
brick-built house with 4 bedrooms, kitchen, utility room, dining 
room, living room and study. It has 1 bathroom with a separate 
upstairs and downstairs toilet. There is a garage and medium 
sized garden with beautiful views over the Esk valley and the 
moor above Grosmont. A separate study is situated between the 
main house and garage. 

 

The qualities and attributes of the Interim Minister 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vicarage at Egton 

 Assist our benefice and other benefices in the Deanery in mapping the sustainable future of 
ministry, especially in rural areas. This may involve e.g. fresh worship forms, new approaches, 
but bearing in mind the age profile of congregations and reality of expectations of growth. 

 

 Maintain an appropriate level of ministry roles as possible with the foregoing in mind, also 
with adjacent benefices and with the additional support of Whitby Deanery clergy. 

 

 Show an appreciation of country life, its benefits and challenges and a passion and enthusiasm 
for our rural area. 

 

 Show a strong ecumenical approach, fostering ecumenical relations and activities. 

 Value and support individuals who wish to use their skills in lay ministry. 

 Appreciate the sizes of the Benefice and Deanery that require, for effective ministry, access to 
independent transport on remote country roads, sometimes in poor weather conditions. 

 
 
 
 

 
View from 
Vicarage 
garden 
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The Parish of Egton 
 

Settlement at Egton goes back to prehistoric times and 
the holdings of the manor are described in the Domesday 
Book of 1086. It was an important centre for markets and 
fairs and now still has a large annual agricultural show. 
An historic gooseberry show (one of only two in the 
country) is held each August and competition is keen. The 
village is in a picturesque rural area in the North York 
Moors National Park with a thriving tourist industry. 

 
 

The hamlet of Egton Bridge lies below Egton in a 
richly wooded area by the River Esk. The arrival of 
the railway station in 1865 connected travellers from 
the villages to Whitby, Middlesbrough and from 
there, on to the Transpennine route. The Roman 
Catholic Church, St Hedda’s, was built here in 1867 
and has a primary school attached. 

 
The parish was formed in 1868 and comprises village 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Egton Bridge 

housing and scattered farms. The population has a mixture of ages and occupations, but a general 
dearth of families. St Hilda’s Church was opened in 1879 on a site donated by the Foster family who 
purchased the manor in 1869 and also gave the site for the school. The new church replaced an 
ancient building on the road to Glaisdale that was demolished. In 1897, a mortuary chapel was built 
and has recently been used for Carol, All Souls and Pet services. The churchyard continued to 
remain on the site of the old church and caters for all denominations in the parish. 

 
St Hilda’s Church of England School (Primary) has an 
‘Outstanding’ report from SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of 
Anglican and Methodist Schools). The church hosts services 
for the school which are well-supported by parents, 
grandparents and carers. The Hartlepool Guides have a 
connection with Egton and when visiting, stay in the Old 
Vicarage, now called the Guide 
House 

 
A village hall and a pavilion with a 
recreation ground cater for 

Egton Primary school in the church community  events.  The  Church  (pre- 

pandemic) has hosted an annual pancake day lunch, strawberry teas, 
summer fête, Pet service, Carol service with mince pies, cake and mulled 
wine and a pensioners’ Christmas lunch. Regular Friday night dances and 
whist drives brought in funds for the Church. There is a surgery with its 
own dispensary in Egton. The village including Egton Bridge has four 
pub/hotels, a garage and blacksmith. 

 
The vicarage is situated next to the Church. The congregation is small, but 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pet Service participants 

regular and previous informal morning praise services in the village hall attracted a loyal following 
from parishioners from the ‘top’ of the village, as they can walk to the hall. 

Egton Village 
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The Parish of Glaisdale with Lealholm, Fryup and Houlsyke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(Left) Glaisdale from Arncliffe (St. Thomas’ Church at top left) 
(Right) Lealholm from the south (St. James’ Church centre) 

 
 

Location and demographics 
The parish of Glaisdale is at the western end of Middle Esk Moor Benefice, some 12-15km west of 
Whitby. It contains two valleys – Glaisdale and Great Fryupdale, bounded on the north by the 
River Esk. Lealholm Moor lies on the north side, with access to Lealholm and Glaisdale from the 
A171 to the NE. Access from the south is on a moorland road across Glaisdale Moor. There are 
railway stations at both villages and a bus service to Whitby (4 times per day). All habitation is in 
the valleys or within enclaves at the edge of the moors (‘intakes’). 

 
The largest settlement is Glaisdale Village, a one-time ironstone mining settlement, that includes 
Arncliffe around the river Esk. Lealholm, also on the Esk, is the other main village, with the 
hamlet of Houlsyke to the west and more scattered houses in Fryupdale to the south. Small farms 
(mainly sheep and cattle) are distributed throughout the dales. Glaisdale has a village shop with 
post office, a butcher’s shop and a seasonal tea garden. Lealholm has a village shop, post-office, 
and other tourist-oriented shops and tea rooms. Each village has one public house. Both villages 
have a garage and there is a fuel station in Lealholm. Other businesses within the parish include a 
forge, farrier, several builders, a funeral directors’ and garden centre. There are several B&Bs, 
many holiday cottages and a popular caravan site in the parish. Glaisdale is also on the 
internationally known Coast-to-Coast walking route. 

 
The main occupations are farming and tourism, the latter being a significant source of income. A 
number of residents commute to work in the Cleveland, Whitby or Scarborough areas. There are 
many retired residents, some 30% of the population being over 60. There is little minority ethnic 
diversity, with 98% registered as white British in the census. Around 70% of households are 
owner-occupied, with some 20% rented and 10% social housing. As with most rural areas, there is 
a broad spread of income and social characteristics, though in general this is not an affluent 
community. 

 
In addition to the two Church of England churches in the parish , there is a Roman Catholic 
church and a Methodist chapel in Lealholm, and a further Methodist chapel in Glaisdale Dale. 
Most Glaisdale community events are held in the secular ‘Robinson Institute’ village hall. In 
Lealholm, the Ley Hall (gifted to York Diocese) has recently been refurbished with a Heritage 
Lottery grant and is now managed by a community trust. There is a local authority primary 
school in each of Glaisdale and Lealholm with which the parish has a good relationship. 

 
Glaisdale church (Grade II listed), with an open nave space and organ balcony, is in a reasonable 
state of repair for its age, with the most recent Quinquennial Inspection at the end of 2014. 
Lealholm church (Grade II*), being smaller and more recent, has fewer problems, with little 
identified in the QI. Each church has graveyards, both having ‘new’ spaces (Glaisdale 1940s, 
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Lealholm 2015). Only the old Glaisdale churchyard is closed, with Scarborough Borough Council 
contributing to the maintenance under a grant system. 

 

Our worshipping community. 

As with many rural communities, church attendance has 
been in decline in the latter twentieth and early twenty-first 
century. In 1999 there were 104 on the electoral roll, 
reducing to 67 in 2006. There was a sharp drop to the mid 
30s during the last vacancy, since when it has remained at 

that level, with 28 in 2021. 
However, these are from 
only 21 households, with 
benefice service Sunday 
attendance in 2021 of 15-20. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Charity auction at harvest supper 

The majority of worshippers are over 60, with many over 70. 
 

In spite of difficulty with numbers, at present we have a reasonable 
financial situation having recently sold the Glaisdale Church 
Room. Past fundraising events have included safari suppers, a 
French evening, a dog show and auctions of promises, but 
momentum has not yet been regained following the pandemic. 

 
 

Dog show at Fryup 

 

Future of ministry in this parish. 
In the parish as a whole, there is an active part of the community supporting a wide range of 
interests, including sports, gardening club and ‘open gardens’ events, the Women’s Institute, the 
local ‘Dalesfolk’, Young Farmers, amateur dramatics, an annual professional theatre event and 
many other recreational activities. It is a generous and fundamentally caring community and most 
of our church members are active in some of these groups. However, with the decline in church 
membership and attendance we face a challenge in continuation of ministry in the parish, with few 
remaining ‘doers’ and no younger replacements 

 
We therefore see the appointment of an Interim Minister as essential to help us frame the way 
forward for a realistic sustainable future for ministry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas tree display 
event in St. Thomas’ 

Church, Glaisdale 
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The Parish of Goathland 
 

The Village and Parish 
Goathland is in an area of great beauty in the 
National Park. Until the 1835 Whitby-Pickering 
railway came, it was a collection of farmsteads. 
The railway brought visitors and the building of 
some large holiday homes. Inhabitants are broadly 
middle class, professional and artisan. Some old 
farming families still work about a dozen farms; 
There are a number of retired people. Goathland 
attracts many tourists with the steam railway and 
links to ITV’s ‘Heartbeat’ (it is Aidensfield); the 
Harry Potter films; and several novels, for 
example, Possession by A S Byatt, and the children’s 
book, Next to No Time by James David. There are several hotels and guest houses. Second homes 
have not yet made a significant impact but are increasing in number. The shops cater mainly for 
tourists; the nearest grocery shops are in Sleights about 5 miles away. 

The Church of St. Mary 
The attractive, sturdy moorland church was built in 1896. There has been a Christian presence in 
Goathland from c 1100 AD when Christian brothers led by Osmund, the priest, settled here and 
built a hermitage and chapel. The earliest known reference to the church is from about 1150 and 
refers to ‘St Mary of Godeland’. We perceive worship to be essentially sacramental, central to our 
church life but currently and practically that is not quite so as it once was. Currently in vacancy 
by suspension there is only one service a month in St Mary’s Church—the Eucharist at 10.30 am 
on the first Sunday of every month. This makes it difficult to sustain a growing faith, and few 
from here now attend services in other benefice churches. 

 
St Mary’s congregation is traditional Eucharistic/liberal. Our liturgy is based on Common 
Worship. Average attendance at services is includes visitors who quite often outnumber residents, 
sometimes increasing numbers to 30 or more. Major festivals are always celebrated here including 
harvest festival. Before the pandemic we initiated a successful Flower Festival in place of a 
Patronal Festival, but the pandemic has temporarily caused this to cease. Considerably more 
people attend church at festival times but not quite so many as did some years ago. 

 
There are 47 people currently on the parish electoral roll. The churchyard is almost full for coffin 
burials and now only residents qualify for these burials, or people with already existing family 
graves. There is plenty of room for ashes interments for years to come both for residents and non. 

 

The Church community - hospitality 
We have been active in church tourism at local, regional and diocesan. Numbers of visitors 
increase each year. The estimated number of visits during 2018 (i.e. pre-pandemic) was about 
8,000. 1367 signed the visitors’ book (expectation is that less than 20% of visitors do so). Visitors 
come from all over the UK and some 20 overseas countries, notably Australia, Denmark, Finland, 
USA, Sweden. Donations from visitors amounted to about £3,000 in 2015. Visitors contribute 
about 12.5% of our annual income (pre-pandemic numbers). These are now increasing again. 

 
For take part in national Heritage Open Days with contributions by local people, and themed 
displays such as Hill Sheep Farming; Seasons of the Soul; Nurturing Gardens; Flying: metaphorical and 
physical; and popular visits up the tower to the bell-ringing chamber and clock room In 2015 we 
took part in the Jorvik Festival. We have a church trail and churchyard trail for school visits. 
There is a prayer board, leaflets about the church, postcards, material about the Hermitage, 
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devotional cards, and our very popular mouse hunting game (mice by wood carver Robert 
‘Mouseman’ Thompson). Sales of knitted mice help to swell our income. Many visitors comment 
about the warm welcome they receive at St Mary’s, and the good feel of the church. From our 
visitors we are learning much, for example, about inclusivity, the diversity of faith and spiritual 
journeys, and about the widespread need of quiet, peaceful space. ‘Thank you for the peace and 
calm’ is a frequent comment in the Visitors’ Book. 

 

Impact 
Few residents attend worship regularly. Many of the recent loyal but elderly congregation have 
died or moved into residential homes. We no longer have a children’s club nor a youth group. 
However, we do feel that we make a positive impact on the local community. We have good 
relationships with the village school (recently affected by decreasing numbers) although clergy are 
not invited into school. The school joins us, with some gusto, and excellent contributions, for the 
harvest service, their nativity play, Christmas service. We hold a village Fun Evening in 
December (quiz, food, raffle, singing); have hosted occasional concerts. The Plough Stots 
(traditional sword dancing group) come to church on Plough Sunday and dance in church. 

 
The church clock, also regarded officially as the village clock, recently required repair and 
restoration work. The estimate was for £12.000 plus VAT. The response was overwhelming 
from villagers and also from people across the world who had a connection with St Mary’s Church 
and who wanted to show their affection for it. Within a few months we had raised just over 
£12,000. 

 
We have excellent church cleaners and 
very generous flower arrangers many of 
whom are not church-goers. The church is 
much used for weddings - a great deal at 
the moment. There are local people and 
visitors, who, although they don’t attend 
church services, frequently call into church 
to say a prayer and light a candle. 
Although there is not a lot of interest in 
the parish in explicit religion, there is 
certainly delight in nature and the beauty 
around us, and a feeling of care for the 
church. The Interim Minister should have 
a parish as well as a congregational 
commitment.; and an expectation of 
appropriate ‘mission’ as low key. 

 

Partnership 
Over recent years, a small number of the congregation has been very active in ecumenical 
activities, taking part, for example, in ecumenical discussion groups during Advent (weather a 
problem) and Lent, and arranging and co-leading some very happy, meaningful, annual 
pilgrimages, well supported by Roman Catholics. At present, however, it has not been possible to 
resume these activities. 
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The Parish of Grosmont 

Location and demographics 
The Parish of Grosmont is on the 
north-east side of the Middle Esk 
Moor Benefice, and is about 7 miles 
from Whitby. It is set in a moorland 
valley in the North Yorkshire Moors 
National Park. The North York 
Moors Railway has a tourist steam 
service that passes through Grosmont 
from Whitby to Pickering and runs 
regularly, apart from January and 
February each year. 
The Santa Special is a particular 
attraction for younger visitors in 
December! 

The village stretches out with distinctly different areas within it, such as Eskdaleside and Priory Park. There 
are two other hamlets within the parish - Esk Valley, a row of former miners’ cottages, and Green End, 
which adjoins Goathland Parish. There are also surrounding farms. 
Grosmont is a ‘living village’ in that we still have a pub, a club and several shops, including a post-office, Co- 
Op grocery, book shop, gift shops and cafes. These enterprises are kept going by the busy tourist season. 
Grosmont is on the Coast to Coast route, so many walkers pass through and other visitors come to enjoy the 
countryside. 

The parish has a mixed population, with some retired and others working in the area, some for the NYMR at 
their engine sheds in the village. Volunteers often stay in the village during the time they are helping on the 
railway. There are also several working farms in the parish. We have a few children, but our village school 
was closed in 1996, with primary children now attending Egton CE School. Older children attend secondary 
school in Whitby. 
As Grosmont is a holiday destination, we have the problem of cottages that are left empty as second homes, 
though not as much as in some other villages. 

History 
St Matthew’s church was built in the decade after 1875 to replace an earlier, smaller building. At that time 
the industrialisation of the area meant that Grosmont had a population of over 1,000. Men were employed in 
the ironstone mines, the railway, (Grosmont was a busy junction), the iron foundry and brick works. Much of 
what remains of this activity has been overgrown by woodland, but can still be seen. It was at that time that 
most of the houses were built. 

The church building 
The church building has been recently listed and has many interesting features, but is a continuing challenge 
to keep maintained. The roof is a particular problem and needs a ‘proper job’, not just the patching that has 
been afforded in the past. Several fund-raising activities through the year help to provide some money for 
maintenance. On the other hand, as we do not have a hall of any sort in the village, local members of the 
community are very keen to keep the church building in reasonable order so as to continue to hold events for 
the village. In recent years we have hosted Beer and Bands Festivals, Prom Concerts, Barn Dances, Plough 
Stots, Fêtes, Craft Fairs and local society meetings. The Garden Group is very active and decorates the 
church with much admired displays for the festivals of Christmas and Easter. We can be proud of changes we 
have made within the building. We have had a kitchen and toilet installed and heating upgraded and these 
additions have allowed the village to use the building for a wider range of activities. Our latest addition is a 
loop system for the hearing impaired. 
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A well designed local history exhibition also attracts visitors to the church. The building is open every day to 
visitors between 9 and 4.30. Many people from all over the world sign the visitors’ book and say what a 
peaceful and lovely place it is. 

Characteristics of the parish 
As with many churches everywhere, our congregation is ageing and dwindling, and communion services 
attract few local people, though currently boosted slightly by benefice members. Although our active 
worshipping numbers are small, the members are very faithful. Pre-pandemic, we held a Family Service at 
10.30 a.m. once a month. In recent years the Methodist church was closed, so now one or two members 
attend St Matthew’s. 

The sharing of fellowship with the wider village through the enhanced use of the church as a village hall, has 
brought new and different contacts between Church and community. Locals have a positive and helpful 
attitude to the church and value its existence. It acts as a focus and meeting place and is still needed for 
funerals and weddings. 

Our mission and vision 
Our wish is for the clergy and church to continue to grow in contact with the schools and the life of the 
village. This is one of the best ways to make Christian contact with the wider community. Although 
Grosmont School has closed, St Matthew’s still has contact with children, as Egton CE School is willing to 
continue a connection. The Christingle service at Grosmont is attended by all the children and parents in 
most years. 

The PCC at Grosmont is very aware that younger people need to be attracted to the church. To this end we 
had an idea of starting a ‘Messy Church’. The Covid pandemic stopped this, but w hope it can be re-started, 
especially if children can be attracted from other villages as well. 
On a more pragmatic level we would be happy to attract anyone under 50! 
Our mission is to take the good news to all, but we need confidence to do this. 

 

Thank you for reading our 
Benefice and Parish Profiles 


