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Welcome to the
Parish profile and Statement of Needs

In reading this we hope and pray that you may feel called to explore what
we have to offer, and what you might be able to bring to us.
The Parish of Wigmore Abbey lies close to the border with Wales, in
historic Marches country. Stretching over a beautiful part of rural Here-
fordshire the Parish encompasses eight churches caring for about 2,000
souls.
This is essentially a rural area based in beautiful peaceful countryside
much treasured and enjoyed by the parishioners.  Music and poetry,
crafts and ancient country customs can be found in the Parish celebrating
both the rural life and the gifts of the countryside. With several large
estates as well as a number of smaller farms within the Parish there is
however a real awareness of the problems facing farmers today.
The individual churches are found in village or rural locations- two
actually in fields! – with the main centre in the village of Leintwardine
which is home to the Church Primary School, a shop, garage, Community
Centre, Doctors surgery – and the Rectory!
At the heart of each church is a strong sense of community and care for
the people and, although tradition, liturgy and worship may vary be-
tween them, all the churches of the Parish generally work well together.
The buildings have great history and age and are very varied and greatly
valued by their congregations. As might be expected in small villages and
communities they are much at the centre of village life.

3                       Page
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Thank you for your interest in the post of Priest in Charge of the Wigmore
Group of Churches. This is an exciting opportunity in a vibrant and friendly
Benefice for the right person. We are looking for someone who can inhabit
the range of Anglican worship found in rural communities, and who can work
in a genuine collaborative spirit with clergy and lay colleagues and can love
people before trying to change them. We need someone with a heart for
mission and who longs to see young and old come to living faith in Jesus
Christ and be supported on their journey of discipleship. A great deal of
prayer, thought and planning has gone into the preparation of this profile. It
provides an outline of the role, the skills and experience that we are looking
for.

This is an exciting time to join in the work of the group of churches in this
parish, and the Diocese. As Priest in Charge you will have strategic and
pastoral oversight for the communities and churches that make up the
benefice. The person appointed will be expected to work with the Rural Dean,
Deanery Leadership Team and Archdeacon to explore the possibilities for
pastoral reorganisation across deanery and archdeaconry boundaries.  Whilst
nothing has yet been formally decided, there are opportunities to re-imagine
mission and ministry, which we expect the person appointed to be involved
in and help to shape the future.

There is considerable potential for growth and a willingness to engage in
mission. As a Diocese we are committed to spiritual and numerical growth,
growing Christians of all ages. We see parish ministry as the centre of the
Diocese and are seeking to ensure all our clergy are well supported and cared
for so they can minister fruitfully. It is important to us that we genuinely work
together. The challenges we face are too much for individual parishes or
clergy to go it alone, and the central structures of the Diocese operate in
partnership with the parishes, so that each level of the church is doing what
only it can do best.

Although we have taken a hit financially from Covid-19, we are committed to
maintaining front-line clergy numbers as the key to further growth. There are
exciting developments in our diocesan life. Intergenerational ministers are
beginning to make significant inroads into younger communities in a number
of our deaneries. We want to see both
revitalised parish churches and new
worshipping communities engaging with
groups where our incarnational connection
has been lost. A warm welcome awaits the
right person. We look forward to working
with you to inspire new generations,
proclaim the Gospel and develop disciples.

Message from the Archdeacon

‘ Ven Derek Chedzey - Archdeacon of Hereford
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Wigmore Abbey is very unusual in comprising
one Parish for all the churches, supported by
one single PCC, with each church having a
church committee. The Parish electoral roll
lists 126 people. The post of priest is
currently suspended to enable the Deanery to
review clergy deployment and allocation of
parishes but the PCC of Wigmore Abbey has
specifically requested, and the Archdeacon
has agreed, that this is for a limited period of
two years only.

Services have been arranged on a regular
rota basis to ensure both eucharistic and non-
eucharistic services. These are currently
supported by visiting and retired clergy, a
retired priest resident in the Parish, three
Lay-Readers (all with PTO) and two lay-lead-
ers. As well as regular Sunday services there
are other occasional services – harvest
festivals, carol services, a Christingle service,
Lent courses, Good Friday vigils, throughout
the year, and connections with Open the
Book and mother and toddler groups. There
is a bible-study group, a monthly contempla-
tive prayer group, and other opportunities to
get together for fellowship and worship. The
Primary school connection with the church in

Leintwardine is strong. The beauty of the
area is proving an encouragement to many
couples seeking to get married so that there
has been an increase in weddings planned in
the Parish!

Within the Parish there is one non-Anglican
place of worship in Leintwardine which has a
small Methodist chapel, and every other
month morning services are shared between
the Anglican and Methodist congregations.

There is considerable knowledge and
experience of the Christian life to be found
within this Parish and a strong caring base at
its heart.

Parishioners are involved in leading interces-
sions, reading and playing a part in services.
The familiar words of BCP are still celebrated
in three of the churches whilst the others are
comfortable with the use of Common Worship.
Although only one church has a choir nearly
all raise their voices in song during services,
with or without musical accompaniment!

Although there is much to celebrate in this
rural Parish there is however also much to do
to share the Christian message and to move
forward. We cannot stand still!

Of the eight churches, six have regular
services each month, one slightly less
frequently, and currently one has no services.
A rota on page 17 shows the pattern of
services. There is also a recently closed church
but the PCC remains responsible for the
greater part of its surrounding churchyard.
The Parish is part of the Deanery of
Leominster, within the Hereford Archdeaconry,
and two PCC members are members of
Deanery Synod and one sits on the Deanery
Pastoral Committee.
There is currently no organisation for Pastoral
support although the care of neighbours is a
strong feature of all the communities in the
Parish.
A monthly Parish magazine is produced –
which can be found on the Wigmore Abbey
Parish website, and a weekly pew sheet – the

Beano! - is produced.As a constituent part of
the Diocese of Hereford the Parish
contributes to the annual Offer, paying a
total of £27579.00 in 2021. Although each
church is responsible for its own fundraising
and expenditure this is all monitored by the
PCC Treasurer for the whole Parish.  At the
end of 2021 the PCC accounts showed the
total current assets as £77,912.43.
A number of the churches, and the PCC,
have signed up for the Parish Giving Scheme
and each church also uses the envelope
scheme, to effectively utilise income.
Donations from concerts and services are
also regularly made to various charities and
good causes.
The PCC has a single safe-guarding officer
who works with the Diocesan Safeguarding
team to ensure training, awareness and
support for all.

Christian life and worship

Parish Organisation
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Each of these churches has prepared
a brief description of itself and its
community following this page.
We hope that readers may see their
varied but always welcoming
approaches and feel really
encouraged to explore us further.

The Churches

A very rough guide to
the church locations:
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Adforton is a small village with a population of
approximately 120; a mix of retired people and
those with growing families. The number of families
in the village has grown over the past twenty years.
There has been a high turnover of properties over
this period with lots of new faces and families in the
village. The majority of the stock is owner occupied,
and there are a small number of Housing
Association houses.

Residents rely significantly on the surrounding
towns of Leominster and Ludlow. However, despite
its size Adforton is a vibrant and diverse community.
In faith terms this is multi-faceted – a number of
Christian denominations are represented along with
a small number of other faiths (Hindus, Taoists and
Buddhists) and those of no faith. However, village
and community events traditionally cross these
differences, and everyone mucks in.

We're engaged in a difficult period of transition as
the more elderly section of the community is
replaced by newer younger people and this is
reflected in our worship.

Harvest Festival and the Christmas Carol services
remain favourites and well supported.  We have a
monthly HC (CW) service attracting a small
congregation but we are keen to explore new ways
of worship and are gauging the attractiveness of
different approaches.

Therefore our second monthly service is held in
three different ways: Evensong, a meditative
service based on lectio divina and a family service.
Of all these the family service, which can attract up
to 20 people, has welcomed new people into the
church but there is a decline in numbers for Holy
Communion.

On the third Wednesday of the month
the church makes available space for a
meditation group, the Sangha. The
church is also exploring becoming part
of the Inclusive Church Network.

The church building is in good condition.
Work was done re-roofing the church
and other supplementary repairs about
five years ago and with a flexible
seating capacity of 90, toilet and small
kitchen it is relatively easy to maintain
and heat.  In 1996, the Church became
a community hall as well as a place of
worship which is managed by a joint
committee.

As fund raisers for both church and hall
the community organises a regular
programme of events throughout the
year. In addition to the carol service
and harvest supper, we hold a quiz
evening, a spring Coffee Morning and
special events.

This year we held a Platinum Jubilee
tea party, Adforton antiques at
Scarecrow Sunday, the forest guided
walk in August and a village meal in
November and there are one off arts
and spiritual events organised during
the year which are popular and well
attended attracting around 50 people.

Despite all the challenges of modern
life, our community remains optimistic
for the positive development of our
church as a wonderful and inclusive
village hub supportive of equality and
well being in the locality.

Inside: Unique in having flexible Seating

Adforton, St Andrews

‘Creating’ the Jubilee Service in Adforton Church
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Brampton Bryan, St Barnabas

Brampton Bryan (population about 160) is
a small village in the North West corner of the
parish in the county of Herefordshire.  4.5
miles to the west lies the market town of
Knighton in Wales, with Ludlow 11 miles to
the east in Shropshire.

St Barnabas Church is a Grade 1 listed
building, built by Robert Harley during the
English Commonwealth of the sixteen fifties
and is one of only six churches built during
that period of  history. The theology at that
time was 'Puritan' and the results can be seen
in the simplicity and beauty of the building.

The church is currently completing a
refurbishment supported by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, comprising a new insulated roof,
new toilet and kitchen, and both the heating
and lighting have been updated.

Our church tradition is BCP with two Matins
and two Holy Communions a month. On the
fifth Sunday of the month the congregation
joins with the rest of the parish at one of the
eight churches.

Whilst sticking with BCP we are aware that for
the younger generation, a different approach
to faith and worship may be required and will
be supported where God wills it. We do
however get visitors who come specifically for
BCP. Congregation numbers are fairly steady
at 12-16, with major congregations (100) for
church festivals and Remembrance Sunday.

The village has a castle which was sacked
during the Civil War, the old Church Tower
having been used as a gun emplacement!
There has been a 'Civil War' re-enactment
every two years for several years, although
this year's event threatens to be the last.

There are pretty Black and White houses, the
majority of houses and farms being part of
the Harley Estate. And the famous yew
hedge!

The social mix includes working farming
families; specialist craftspeople; retired
people and landowners. Employment varies
from farm work through various crafts such
as millinery, furniture making, hairdressing
to an art gallery and a large internet
bookshop with a cafe. We hold three to four
social/fund raising events a year.

Our main fund-raising event is 'Scarecrow
Sunday' held in August, which attracts people
from as far away as Birmingham and North
Wales, and our last event was attended by
1100 people.

Scarecrow Sunday is supported and enjoyed
by many in the village. 2022 saw the restart
of this popular event following the lockdowns.

Brampton Bryan also has a new website
www.bramptonbryan.org.uk which was
largely funded by Heritage Lottery, and we
are in the process of installing an Info point
system in the church for the benefit of our
visitors.

Brampton Bryan Church

Scarecrows at Scarecrow Sunday
not members of the congregation!
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Location
Downton on the Rock, nestled in the north of Herefordshire, 6 miles from Ludlow,
is a small  hamlet spread out along some three miles of lane though it was once a
larger village with a rich industrial history. There are currently some 50 houses
with a total population about 100.

The majority of the houses are owned by the Downton Estate although some have
been sold off and are now privately owned. The estate has some arable, sheep and
dairy farming but is primarily devoted to its partridge and pheasant shoot which is
internationally renowned.

Downton also has a castle, which like the estate is owned by a foreign absentee
landlord, and boasts a Michelin listed restaurant with rooms (Old Downton Lodge).

Community
Some of the population are agricultural workers and gamekeepers but most work
elsewhere, in a variety of roles, or are retired. Downton no longer has a shop or a
school (there are some 16 children most of whom who attend other schools within
the parish).

History
St. Giles church dates from 1862 when the old medieval church was abandoned.
It is an unspoiled Victorian estate church (Grade 2 listed) set in a stunning
landscape; itself listed (Grade 2 Starred). It has magnificent acoustics and is used
for concerts and recitals. In the absence of any other community building in
Downton it is also used for meetings and events including, recently, a book launch.

Recent major works on the steeple and tower have made them safe. The church
would greatly benefit from catering and toilet facilities for which plans do exist but
funding currently does not.

Tradition
Regular services are currently held on the second (BCP Morning Prayer) and fourth
(Common Worship Holy Communion) Sundays of each month. The average
congregation is a dedicated 6 – 8. In addition there are some special services such
as harvest, carols, patronal festival etc. and it is much sought after for weddings.

Downton on the Rock, St Giles
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Elton, St Mary the Virgin

In Elton's close-knit community, population
around 60, everyone knows everyone. The
simple country church is the only facility,
valued by the whole community. More than
just a building; in addition to worship, it
serves as a place for quiet contemplation,
coffee mornings, sales and talks.  .

There are two services monthly, HC (CW) and
MP, led by service leader, Andy. We have 'No
Organist, No Problem'. Nothing stops us
heartily singing our praise. Regular
congregation is eight to ten, much higher at
special services and 100+ for Christmas Eve
Carol Service.

We personally invite people and welcome
visitors warmly. Every service includes coffee,
cake and invariably laughter. The feeling of
warmth and fellowship is tangible; often
commented upon. We are bucking the trend of
declining numbers, with attendance increasing.

When numbers were declining we introduced
several special services a year with a guest
speaker. Some who came now attend services.

We are open minded and not set in our ways
over style of worship. Everything must be
fresh and relevant. The majority have lived
here thirty plus years. Incomers are
welcomed and become involved. There is
one child, where once there were many.
Hence Easter egg hunts and Sunday School
are memories, fondly shared when 'the
children' get together. Traditions are valued
and continually develop in a community
open to new ideas and excited by new
opportunities.

Elton are known to 'think outside the box'
responding to change, development of
Christian mission and outreach in changing
times. During the pandemic we held outdoor
services; including carol service with blazing
braziers and mulled wine and a pet service,
attended by various species, including
humans! March 2020 saw Lent lunch plans
adapted to 'Doorstep Delivery' which was
well received.

Finances are sound. Fund raising events
promote a sense of togetherness, draw on
talents and skills readily offered and involve
the whole community. However the main
income comes from the infamous 'Elton
Hutch' started some years ago when surplus
eggs were sold in aid of church funds. It
grew from there!

A team of bakers supply cakes and jams.
Produce, bric-a-brac and books are donated
by numerous supporters. This meets church
costs and donations to several charities each
year.

The strong community spirit in Elton is the
vital ingredient, enabling us to achieve
much of what we do. This provides a strong,
secure base to further develop our Christian
mission.

Andy Pearson Leading an Outdoor Service

Elton Pet Service
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Leinthall Starkes, St Mary Magdalene

In the middle of the 13th Century the
estates of Roger Lenethale, which had
previously been taken away from his family
by the Norman Barons, were returned to him
by King Henry III. Roger then built a manor
house with attendant buildings and a
freestanding chapel using local sandstone.
This chapel eventually became the church of
St Mary Magdalene. Being originally a chapel
may explain the beautiful simplicity of this
place of worship, and other than having a
bellcote installed in the 17th Century it has
changed little during the intervening years.

Leinthall Starkes is a small settlement in
rural North West Herefordshire consisting
of some 36 houses and approximately 80
residents. Until recently a small congregation
averaging about 5 worshippers (including 2
non-communicants) have attended church
for regular once monthly communion services
with a couple of other worshippers attending
on a less frequent basis.

More people would attend Harvest Festival
(approx. 22 attendees) and any rites of
passage services (1 marriage and 3 baptism
services since 2015). The most popular
service has been the Christingle service,
which has regularly attracted up to 38
attendees. Leinthall Starkes also holds “5th
Sunday” services on a rota basis once or
twice a year. During the interregnum we
have gone down to four services a year, plus
one 5th Sunday service.

Although not many Leinthall Starkes’
villagers regularly attend services, many
do still have a strong affiliation to the church
building and churchyard due to its long
history and beautiful setting. The 4 yew trees
that surround the church are also of interest
due to their great age along with the church’s
14C bells. The attachment that villagers have
for the church can be witnessed by the
amount of enthusiasm, effort and generosity
surrounding fundraising events for fabric
repairs. In 2013, through fundraising and
grants £56,000 was raised for structural work
on the church and a further £5000 for repairs
to the 2 bells.

Unfortunately, there is currently no
Churchwarden so those tasks are being
carried out by Committee members. There is
presently (July 2022) about £8000 in the
church accounts, some of which is earmarked
towards repairs and improvements that were
deemed necessary in the latest Quinquennial
Inspection Report.

What for the future of Leinthall Starkes
church? It is hoped that that there can be
more church services which engage with
children and the younger generation and that
the building will again become relevant to the
needs of the local community while
continuing to draw our community together.

Villagers at Queen’s Jubilee Celebration
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 Leintwardine, St Mary Magdalene

Our Church and Community
The Grade 1 listed church is located on the ancient
roman town of Branogenium within a conservation
area. Leintwardine itself is built on a gradient leading
down to the river Teme. It contains a popular
community centre hosting  films, live drama events,
plays and pantomimes as well as regular 'First
Saturdays' where local produce is sold.
Despite decreasing numbers of regular worshippers
(and no teens-twenties-thirties) St Mary's maintains
its role in the village community:

Outdoor services at festival times (Palm Sunday,Harvest, Carols) and the annual Frost Fair
in November are attended by households which would otherwise only be in church for
baptisms, weddings, funerals - or for school services (not during the pandemic).

The Endowed C of E Primary School's catchment area has similar boundaries to the
Parish; their RE programme includes class visits to the church (e.g. the recent Class 2 "Q&A"
board - they asked questions, we offered answers) and a Christingle service. Before Covid,
church folks were involved with ‘Open the Book’ sessions and an after school bible club based
on Scripture Union’s ‘Guardians of Ancora’. See also page 18.

The Bell-Ringers are back in action each Sunday (& Tuesday evening). The church bells are
considered the second best set of bells in the county, second only to Hereford Cathedral. We
are also optimistic that our Parish Council and community support will enable our clock to
resume its role in the village soundscape.

People and businesses that have had a positive impact in the life
of Leintwardine over the years have been marked by modern
misericords in the choir stalls created by a local expert artisan wood
carver, seen here  presenting this one dedicated to renowned local
butcher, Doug.

Musical events in church (e.g. lunch-time & evening
concerts) have also resumed which have focused on local
musicians for lunchtime concerts in the chancel and regionally
and nationally known musicians performing in the larger
evening events.

Arcadia music is an established annual regular fixture featur-
ing internationally known musicians as well as the occasional
concert from Presteigne Music Festival.

The Arts Hub initiative is a project which the church is
working on with the potential, if successful, to provide
improved heating, seating, staging and lighting and
become a county focus for attracting arts practitioners.

The Arts Hub at St Mary Magdalene Church Facebook
page evidences this year's events:-

http://www.facebook.com/The-Arts-Hub-at-St-Mary-
Magdalene-Church-Leintwardine-2298322006865757

(continued over —>)

String Quartet in Church

‘Bible Yarns’ in Church
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Leintwardine History Society is an active focus for
several church-related projects: the Mortimer links in
Norman days, our Ancresse, the gravestone catalogue &
recent "1800s Headstone Trail" around the churchyard.
Plus exhaustive digital church parish records, wills,
censuses most of which have been transcribed.

The Ciderfects Wassail and the 2022 Blossom-time
event have added to the annual Apple-squeezing at the
Sun Inn which is an opportunity to attract more punters
and gently reclaim a Christian content to this ancient local
craft.

The Sun Inn, one of only a handful of parlour pubs in the
country, is a centre that hosts popular music, folk and open
mic events as well as occasional classical music.

There are many arts practitioners that live in the area
specialising in music and art as well as ancient crafts such
as willow weaving and  coracle making.

The Community Library, staffed by volunteers, as are
Evergreen events and the monthly 'Lazy Lunch' in the
Village Hall and Community Centre, several book groups,
the Stitchery, the Monday Choir, Pilates groups, the
quarterly Leintwardine Life publication: these all
contribute to holding us together….

….as does a fortnightly mid-week Bible Study group
meeting which has recently completed the 8 sessions of the
24-7 Prayer Course One.

Leintwardine

Morrismen at the SUN

Commuter traffic in both directions at "rush hour"
indicates the daily timetable of those who work in Knighton
or Ludlow. Hereford and Shrewsbury are 30 minutes away
North & South.  The modern Medical Centre, very busy
Garage and Shop, Butcher with Abattoir, the Lion
Restaurant with accommodation: all these make us
busier than our population of 1,000 might suggest!

All of these are just as well as the village is rapidly growing.
Work is well in progress on a development of 45 homes of
different sizes at the edge of Leintwardine village, another
is at the final planning stage, and these follow on from
more than 50 new homes added in just over a decade!

Christmas 2020 at St. Mary’s

The LHS ‘Dig’ at Letton
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Location
Pipe Aston, a small hamlet in a rural community is located at the eastern edge
of the parish and four miles from Ludlow the main town in the area. The
attractive hamlet nestles in a valley surrounded by the hills and trees of Mortimer
Forest.
History
This ancient hamlet boasts a very pretty little Norman church with a remarkable
tympanum arch at the entrance. In the 18th century it created a rural industry
of making clay pipes, from whence the prefix "Pipe" in Pipe Aston came.
Tradition
The tradition of the church has been to have BCP services.
Social Make up
Pipe Aston Parish currently has a population of 24 people with a total of 10
houses (including 2 holiday cottages) and a barn conversion into 7 apartments.
There is no shop, public house or village hall.
The hamlet has no farm in the village, but is surrounded by farmed land, mainly
sheep and cattle on pasture. The people residing here work outside Pipe Aston
or are retired. The converted barns are rented almost entirely by single people,
and there are only two families with children in the hamlet.
Apart from the three children, the population is aged between 40 and 85
Community
The church is the focal and only social centre of our hamlet with the monthly
service also acting as our social gathering. Wine and good conversation usually
follows our service and all are welcome.

 Pipe Aston, St Giles
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The church of St James stands on a site
upon which a church has stood for at least
a thousand years.

Within a village which contains both Primary
and Secondary Schools, a thriving comm-
unity shop, garage, two pubs, a residential
care home, an agricultural engineering
works, an independent fostering agency, a
village hall and housing for a population of
about 500 to 600, the Church and Wigmore
Castle (run by English Heritage) comprise
the oldest parts of this village.

Wigmore residents comprise a mixed
population and ancient and modern houses
sited together reflect ongoing social
changes in this rural location.

Residents are committed to running clubs,
the Parish Council funds recreational
activities and the Community Centre hosts
a variety of activities from jumble sales to
skills classes.

The church of St James, listed Grade 1, was
formerly a Minster Church and is part Anglo
Saxon, part early Norman, later enlarged by
the Victorians in 1865. The church is open
to (many) visitors thanks to the kind
support of local residents.

Nowadays a said monthly Morning Prayer is St
James’ only regular service. Before Covid,
‘Open the Book’ provided a ministry in the
Primary School for several years, and in the
Secondary School (up to GCSE), which draws
pupils from a large catchment area. This
presents a significant opportunity.

A presence at Happy Feet Group is supported
in the village with a church member being
involved on a regular basis. There is currently
no link with the schools but this may be an
area to be explored.

A project was commenced to re-arrange the
church building in order to continue its historic
importance to both locals and its many
visitors but allow it to provide accommodation
for a wider use.  This was supported by an
initial grant from English Heritage.

However location and access problems led to
the planning application being denied and the
project foundered. A lack of congregation and
of a church committee, and  of income,
subsequently led to an application from the
PCC to the Diocese for closure of St James.
The need for a Christian presence in the
village of Wigmore is very much still there but
the problems around the use of St James still
face us.

Wigmore, St James

In February 2022 this church building was formally declared closed for public worship,
although it had physically been closed since 2016. With a dangerously unstable roof, no
income or congregation and few services it became impossible to maintain. The churchyard
remains open and is still the responsibility of the PCC, and is maintained in part by Caring for
Gods Acre, whilst the building is due to be offered for sale.

Burrington, St Georges Church

Wigmore Church and School
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Who we are

for all the churches comprises 15
members from around the Parish
and is currently lead by:-

Vice-chair – Serena Askew
Secretary  - Andrew Page
Treasurer – Michael Dugdale

   Michael                    Serena                     Paul                    Andrew

(shown here with Rev Paul Roberts - Assistant Rural Dean)

The PCC

Worship

Preb Gill Sumner
Reader Culain Morris

Reader Alastair Gloag
Reader Carole Gloag

Serena Askew
Andy Pearson

Alastair               Serena                Gill              Culain                          Andy

is led by:-
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Who we are (contd.)

Adforton - St Andrews: David Watson
Brampton Bryan - St Barnabas:     Michael Dugdale, Susan Harley
Downton-on-the-Rock - St Giles: Andrew Page, Dee Caulton-Ball
Elton - St Mary the Virgin: James Hepworth
Leinthall Starkes- St Mary Magdalene: Vacant

Leintwardine - St Mary Magdalene: Robert Wells
Pipe Aston - St Giles: Roy Major
Wigmore - St James:     Vacant

The Churches
are cared for by the following churchwardens:-

Season & Saints’
Days

1st
Sunday

2nd
 Sunday

3rd
Sunday

4th
Sunday

5th
Sunday

Adforton
9.30am

H.C.(CW)
Rector

5.00pm Prayer &
Praise or Even-
song or Family

Service
Rector

Brampton Bryan
11:15am
Matins

A Gloag

11.15am
H.C.(BCP)

Rector

11.15 am
Matins

 A Gloag

11.15am
H.C.(BCP)

Rev T Leary
Downton 9.45 am

Morning Prayer
S Askew

9.45am
H.C. (CW)

Rector

Elton
11.15 am

Morning Prayer
A Pearson

11.15 am
H.C.(CW)

Rector
Leinthall
Starkes

Leintwardine
9.45 am
H.C.(CW)
Rector

9:45am
Morning Prayer

C Morris

9.45 am
H.C.(CW)

Preb G Sumner

9:45am
Morning Prayer

C Morris

Pipe Aston 6.30 pm
Evensong
Rector

Wigmore 10.00am
Morning Prayer

C Gloag

Sample Monthly Rota

G
athered service in one of the churches
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Leintwardine C of E Primary

Leintwardine School pupils in
St Mary Magdalene Church 2022 Jubilee Celebration

 After School Bible Adventure IPAD Game

Leintwardine Endowed CE Primary School with its 88 pupils has always had
close links with the church. Each year the pupils enjoy new and exciting
opportunities including the Church Windows project as well as Harvest and
Christingle services, Advent Street Windows, Christmas trees for the Frost
Fair, Messy Easter and parades ,and Nativity on the move around the village.
There are six foundation governors on roll and the school received a 'Good' at
the latest inspection.

The headteacher says "We very much value the benefits and links with the
church and have enjoyed amazing support. We have really felt the impact of
not having an incumbent and look forward to welcoming a new priest to our
school community."
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If you come to live among us your home
will be The Rectory in Leintwardine
where you will be a short walk from St
Mary's, and will be welcomed into this
busy and thriving community at the
centre of the Parish.

The Rectory is a substantial four
bedroomed detached house next to the
C of E Primary school and is set in
attractive gardens with a lovely outlook.

The Rectory
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Statement of Needs

What we are hoping for and will value in our new priest is:

A prayerful and caring person who:

� Can communicate the faith that enables the church to grow
spiritually and numerically

� Has the vision for encouraging families and young people to
join our worshipping communities and to develop a good
relationship with the schools in our Parish

· Can engage with and enjoy the people and ways of rural
life

· Is able to manage change with sensitivity and foster
relationships within our communities

· Will be able to comfortably lead worship in varying forms in
our churches

· Can be an effective leader of a Parish pastoral team

· Is  able to cope with the administrative challenges of a
number of churches

What we have to offer our new priest:

· Friendly and enthusiastic communities and supportive laity

· A willingness to listen and move forward

· An attractive Parish and working environment

· A 4 -bedroom Rectory in the heart of a lively village

· Excellent local schools






