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St Peter’s Church, Rock Ferry 

 

Our aim is to glorify God by growing as a community of believers, committed to serving Christ, 

the people of Rock Ferry and the church across the world. 

 

Parish Profile   

Welcome! 

We hope that you will enjoy this glimpse into life at St Peter’s Parish Church and St Peter’s at 

the Barn.  
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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION                

Who we are: 

• We are ordinary people who worship an extraordinary God and who love to share the 

good news of Jesus with our neighbours. 

• We are a family of God’s people and we enjoy sharing life together. 

• We appreciate sound bible teaching and encouragement to lead lives that honour our 

Heavenly Father 

What we do: 

• We meet regularly for worship, bible study and prayer 

• We love to serve our neighbours in prayerful and practical ways 

• We partner with local agencies who use our church buildings for the good of our 

community 

• We have fun together! 

Where we are: 

• Our parish church is in the heart of urban Rock Ferry, Wirral, not far from the banks of the 

River Mersey. Our planted congregation meets at ‘The Barn’, courtesy of Rock Ferry 

Primary School. 

• The peninsular of Wirral boasts a beautiful coastline, parks and open spaces and is within 

easy reach of Liverpool, Chester and North Wales. 

 

What are we looking for in our new Vicar? 

• A person of prayer whose faith in Jesus underpins all that they do 

• Someone who will continue our tradition of Biblical teaching with practical application to 

our lives so that we grow in faith and action 

• A Vicar who can relate to people and their problems and show wisdom, care and 

compassion 

• A servant-hearted leader who will partner with, support and encourage the staff team and 

lay members alike, in their various ministries 
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ABOUT THE PARISH AND ITS SURROUNDINGS 

 
St Peter’s Parish is within the Deanery of Birkenhead, and stretches from the River Mersey to 

the New Chester Road and beyond to the natural boundary of the Merseyrail Wirral line. 

 It contains 6,000+ households. The housing is very mixed, with large beautiful houses in Rock 

Park by the river, terrace housing and new build around New Chester Road. 

 

 

 
“Map:Contains OS data @ Crown copyright 2022 

 
Although Rock Ferry is situated in an inner-city environment it is a prime area for travelling. By 

car it is only 15 minutes from Liverpool via the Birkenhead Tunnel, an hour from the Welsh 

countryside and 30 minutes to the City of Chester. 

 There is easy access to Wirral Country Parks and beaches, woodlands and local nature 

reserves.  

There are many cycle and walking routes. Rock Ferry has its own Merseyrail train station, giving 

access to Liverpool, Chester, Southport and main line services at Chester and Liverpool. 
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 OUR PARISH 
                   

Rock Ferry is listed in the top 100 deprived parishes (85 out of 12382). The area suffers from 

high unemployment, and a high percentage of those who live in the area consequently need to 

claim benefits.  

Social housing accounts for 38% of all housing, but there has been an increase in the number of 

privately rented properties. 

Since the turn of the millennium, significant money has been invested in new housing in the New 

Chester Road area, and in the area of the parish church in St Peters Road and The Dell. 

 

The parish has a very good relationship with Rock Ferry Primary School at Ionic Street, where 

we have started a new Sunday service in The Barn to reach out to that part of the parish. There 

is one more primary school within the parish, and four outside the parish but in easy reach. High 

schools in the area just outside the parish boundary are Prenton High School for Girls, and 

Plessington RC High School.  

 

There are several nursing homes, sheltered housing schemes and supported living 

accommodations in and around the immediate vicinity of the church. 

 

Despite all the difficulties in Rock Ferry, people are committed to the area. Communities are 

encouraged to work together for the common good, and they want their children to succeed. 

A Local Insight report published by Wirral  Metropolitan Borough Council shows that 82.2% of 

households claim to be satisfied with their neighbourhood. These statistics can be found at 

https://wirral.communityinsight.org/dashboard/. 
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WHAT WE DO  

 

SUNDAY SERVICES                                                            

 

10.30am Parish Church Sunday Service 

 

 
 
The church uses the Common Worship format for its services. 

We spend the first part of the service all together before the children go to their own activity 

groups. Once a month we stay together for an All-Age service. Holy Communion is held on the 

first Sunday of the month, and pre-pandemic was the first and third Sundays in the month. 

Music is provided by a combination of traditional hymns and modern songs.  

Average attendance for this service is 40. 

 

11am St Peter’s at the Barn 

 

 
 
It’s located at Rock Ferry Primary School and is led by the Youth Minister and his team. It started 

with a small core team and the first service was in September 2021. The service is informal, but 

follows the Morning Prayer format. Music is provided by recordings through the internal audio 

system. Children stay in throughout the service. 

Average attendance is 25.  
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MID-WEEK AND OTHER CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

 

Mid-Week fellowship 
7 Home Groups consisting of 50 people meet most weeks in term-time for bible study and prayer, 

and follow a common theme based on Sunday service teachings. Leaders meet monthly for 

preparation and prayer. 

A combined Church Prayer meeting is held once a month on a Wednesday evening.  

 

Quarterly Church Socials 
We aim to provide an opportunity for church members to invite family and friends to join us in fun 

and friendship, in a welcoming and relaxed environment. 

Such events stopped during the pandemic and we look forward to spending time together 

socially again. 

 

Bi-annual parish weekend away 
We love our Parish Weekends Away and try to make it available to all who wish to take part and 

are able to subsidise the cost if finance is an issue. During the weekend there are opportunities 

for praise and worship, Bible study, games, walks and friendship. We usually invite a guest 

speaker from another parish to lead us in study and worship. On alternate years we have a Parish 

Away Day, combining fellowship and fun together. 

 

Pastoral Care 
This dedicated team keeps in touch with those people who may not belong to other groups within 

church life, and also visit those who are not able to attend church for regular worship. They share 

the joys and sorrows and are earnest in their prayer for people whom God has laid on their 

hearts. During the Pandemic all church family members were linked with others so that contact 

could be maintained and support given as required.  

 

Bell Ringing /Craft Club 
Bell ringers meet on each Monday evening for practice, and ring some Sundays. There is also 

weekly handbell ringing in church for anyone, novice or experienced. 

The Craft Club meets on the first Saturday morning of the month and share craft skills, enjoy 

fellowship and eat cake! This is a lovely relaxed time and a great opportunity to bring friend along 

to get to know church family. 
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CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 

 
These are overseen by the Youth Minister, the Family Worker and volunteers. 

 

Kid Zone  
Kid Zone meets at the end of the school day, once at St Peter’s (8-12 children) and once at The 

Barn (15-20 children) for all children of primary school age. The children come to learn of God’s 

plan for them and the world, and enjoy games, teaching and a snack. 

 

Activity Weeks 
For many years we have held a Summer Holiday Club for primary school age children at the 

Parish Church and at The Barn. We also run an activity week for young people during one of the 

school holidays. 

 

Summer camps  
We are involved in camps run by CPAS. We send leaders and children. To the BUZZ, Ashville 

and the Vibe on a regular basis. 

 

Youthy 
Young people from year 6 onwards meet in church on Sunday evenings for bible teaching, 

discussion, fellowship. 10-12 people attend this. 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 

Thursday Drop In 

 
 
Our Drop in is back up and running after closure during the Covid pandemic. A light lunch, good 

conversation and a table quiz has proved a popular combination. Pre Covid, numbers averaged 

30 each week but are currently around a dozen. However, we are not discouraged and have 

been pleased to see the return of friends from the local area. 
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Little Stars 

 
 
Little Stars meets in church on Wednesday mornings and is an opportunity for parents and carers 

to meet and relax, and for babies and toddlers to play in a safe environment. Tea, toast and toys 

are the order of the day, supported by Lucy, our Family Worker and her team. This is also an 

opportunity to share worries, make friends or to explore faith. 

 

St Peter’s Care 
Organised by our Treasurer, our Care scheme provides emergency food and fuel cards to 

parishioners on request. Mail drops keep the local area informed and a discreet and sympathetic 

delivery of food, plus signposting to other services, is another way for us to show God’s love and 

care. During the Pandemic the service included shopping cand prescription collection. 

 

Rock Ferry Primary School  
We teach RE (Christianity section) to all classes year 1-5 every week. Several church members  

volunteer in one-to-one reading with the children. 

Our Youth Minister is on the Board of Governors. 

The school allows us to use The Barn for Sunday services and for KidZone.  

 

Community led activities 
In addition to the above church-run activities, the church building is used by the community. The 

Ferries Family Groups, AA and Heart4Refugees are regular users of the facilities. The Ferries 

Family Groups has been running for over 35 years and works to make a huge difference to the 

families in our community and beyond.  

We enjoy mutually supportive working relationships with each organisation.  
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WHO’S WHO 

Youth Minister, Dave Casson,  

 
who is responsible for the development of the ministry at the Barn, is a member of the preaching 

and leading team, and has oversight of all children’s and youth ministry. 

  

 
Lucy Slavin is our Family Worker,  

 
employed part-time for 30 hours per week. Lucy has grown up within our church family and had 

worked in the youth team on a voluntary basis prior to taking up this position. She is responsible 

for our children’s work and outreach to families. 

 

Lay Team 
We have an extensive lay team who take part in the life of the church including preaching, leading 

worship, co-ordinating Home Groups etc. We have two Churchwardens, Lynne Southerin and 

Pauline Evans, who are also active in many other aspects of leading and playing a supporting 

role in the life of the church. 

      

P.C.C. 
The PCC meets about 8 times throughout the year, to look at the needs of the church building 

and the parish as a whole. A Standing Committee, made up of the Churchwardens, Secretary, 

Treasurer, PCC Vice Chairman and Vicar, meets up prior to the PCC meeting to set the agenda. 

   

Music Ministry 

Music ministry is provided at the Parish Church by our resident organist/pianist, and is also 

supported by ably gifted members on guitar. 

The church also has a singing group which is split evenly between the Parish Church and The 

Barn. It comes together on important church occasions during the year. 
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THE CHURCH BUILDINGS 

 
St Peter’s is the only church owned building serving the parish. The church is surrounded by a 

substantial graveyard which is now closed for burials and maintained by Wirral Borough Council. 

The parish does not have a church hall. 

 

The church dates from 1844. However, it was significantly damaged by a landmine during World 

War 2 and its fabric has been subsequently repaired. The church is Grade 2 listed. Significant 

internal alteration work took place in 1982 when the nave was divided to provide two separate 

halls (the Barnabas Room and the Upper Hall) with associated facilities. These have undergone 

improvements and the toilet facilities have been refurbished. 

 

The latest Quinquennial Inspection took place in 2021. 

The main area of concern relates to the roof and repointing of external walls. Remedial work is 

to be carried out in 2022 to address the problem as a medium-term remedy, but more extensive 

work will need to be done on the roof in the future. Funding has been agreed by the PCC, based 

on quotes from local contractors.   

 

THE VICARAGE 

 
 
The vicarage is situated next to the churchyard. (nice, quiet neighbours!) The building is set 

back in good sized gardens. 

The building comprises: 

• A brick built porch leading to the entrance hall 

• Fitted utility room with exit to rear garden 

• WC 

• Cloakroom 

• Study 

• Good sized living room with gas fire and sliding doors leading to a smaller living room 

 with glazed patio doors leading to the front garden 

• Kitchen, spacious and fitted with modern units and integrated appliances 

• A wooden staircase leading to the 1st floor landing 

• 4 good sized bedrooms, bathroom, toilet and airing cupboard 
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• Hatch to loft which is well lit and fully boarded 

 

The Outside comprises:  

 

• Brick built garage 

• Drive way 

• Well stocked front garden to front with pond 

• Good sized rear garden with brick- built compost area 

• Wooden fence separating front and rear gardens 

 

The perimeter of the grounds has metal fencing and double gates at the end of the drive. There 

is also a gate leading to the side of the church. The house has central heating, double glazing, 

CCTV and is tastefully decorated. 

 

 

FINANCIAL PROFILE OF ST PETER’S CHURCH 

 

With God’s faithful hand of provision, we continue to meet our financial commitments including 

our parish share. 

Most of our income is derived from planned giving by the church family and some very kind 

friends from a wider Christian community. Some extraordinary gifts have been given to help with 

maintenance of the building, for outreach or for funding our staff salaries.                                                                                    

We do not have an overdraft with the bank and we maintain a special fund for church 

maintenance. We also have a church family support fund, which we use to help members to 

come on our weekend away or aid a church member with short term financial relief. 

We are committed to supporting missions both locally and overseas, and we give a set proportion 

of our income to these good causes. 
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WHAT WE EXPECT FROM THE NEW VICAR 

The essential qualities that we are looking for are: 

We are looking to appoint a Vicar who will develop and assist our church’s mission and ministry 

to move forward. A person whose faith in Jesus underpins everything they do. 

Someone who: 

- believes in the authority of Scripture and its relevance to contemporary life and 

discipleship with Jesus Christ, and who will continue our tradition of Biblical teaching with 

practical application to our lives. 

- Is a person of prayer who will encourage and develop our prayer life, as a church and as 

individuals. 

- has a deep, genuine interest in both our church family and our community (understanding 

the issues in the local area). Someone who cares strongly about people at an individual 

level is someone we really value. 

- will identify, nurture and grow gifts within our church family, enabling and supporting all 

to serve and play their part. 

- will encourage and challenge the church family to live out their faith in daily life, reaching 

out to our community with the good news of Jesus. We are open to new ideas and ways 

of engaging and reaching the people of our area. 

- will provide leadership on safeguarding and encourage all to contribute toward creating 

a safer church.  

We will encourage the appointee to take their holiday entitlement and will support them in further 

training or development they may wish to undertake, and pay all appropriate expenses.   

Finally, we expect the Incumbent, be they male or female, to be fully supportive of women’s 

ministry in all leadership roles in the Church.  

 

SUMMARY 

We hope that this Parish Profile has given some insight into life at St Peter’s, Rock Ferry, please 

read it alongside our Parish Fact sheet and church website. 
www.stpetersrockferry.org.uk    

We look forward to the next chapter of life at St Peter’s and trust our 

amazing God to send the right person to lead us. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpetersrockferry.org.uk/
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