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CHAPLAINCY PROFILE 

Our City 

The St John's Chaplaincy is situated in the heart of Casablanca, the 

largest city in Morocco, with a population of roughly five million 

inhabitants.  

The state religion of Morocco is Islam and the most common languages 

spoken are Moroccan Arabic and French. The number of those who use 

English as a common language in Casablanca is fairly small, and is made 

up of primarily Americans, British, Europeans, Asians, Africans and 

others from various corners of the globe.  However, the number of 

Moroccans who speak English is growing rapidly. There are several 

British and American primary and secondary schools using English as the 

language of instruction, along with a British university in Casablanca.  In 

addition, there are countless language schools teaching English to 

children and professionals.  
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Morocco has one of the longest reigning monarchies, which has been in place 

for over 600 years. This has led to stability but has historically hindered 

reform. Since the advent of King Mohammed VI in 1999, there have been 

numerous reforms and many western nations consider Morocco to be one of 

the top Arab countries seeking democracy. However, the Muslim 

fundamentalists have made inroads into the poor sectors of society and there 

is a philosophical battle underway for the future of the country. 

 
Morocco managed to escape most of the conflict 

during “The Arab Spring” which resulted in regime 

change in several countries of North Africa and the 

Middle East.  King Mohammed VI was pro-active in 

trying to implement democratic and economic 

reforms, and since that time Morocco has enjoyed 

considerable economic growth and stability.  Though 

political tensions between Morocco and Algeria 

continue to exist, there are many companies who 

operate in both nations and find profitable 
relationships across the borders.  
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The congregation of St John's is made up of all age groups and nationalities.  

This can be seen on St. John’s electoral roll with 38 members coming from 

Sub-Sahara Africa, the United States the Philippines, the UK, and Canada. 

St. John’s serves a diverse community primarily from the broad groups of 

foreigners living in Casablanca – Expats living/ working in Morocco and sub-

Saharan African immigrants As a result, the church community tends to be 

somewhat transient.  However, there are still many members living 

permanently in Casablanca that have provided a solid consistency to the 

congregation.   

Each Sunday, approximately 90 adults attend the English service at 10:00AM, 

while about 15 children attend Sunday School.  Services include Holy 

Communion, Morning Prayer, Prayer & Praise.  Seasonal services such as 

Easter and Christmas carols are also celebrated.   

Apart from the  regular services, St. John’s also conducts 

baptisms, funerals, confirmations, and blessing of  

marriages/ weddings.  
 

All services take place in a Church of England church  

building, which was built in 1906 and has a capacity  

of over 150 persons. 
 

Our Congregation  
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+ St. John’s Expansion & Building Project 

For the past three years St. Johns has 

undertaken an extensive building program that 

included constructing a brand new Community 

Center and an extension to the original church 

building.  The Community Center includes 

Sunday school classrooms, a Chaplain’s office, 

crèche,  bathrooms,  fully-equipped kitchen, 

and a large meeting room which can 

comfortably host 80+ people.  While the 

original chapel was under renovations, our 

congregation met in the community center for 

Sunday services.   

 

The renovated church 

building includes a balcony with additional pews, 

and has now reached an occupancy capacity of 140 

people, which will allow all St. Johns members to 

worship together in one service once the Covid 

restrictions are relaxed.  The new church building 

was scheduled for dedication in late March 2020, but 

due to the global pandemic, services were not 

conducted in the church building until December 

2020.  In the meantime, St. Johns held Sunday 

services online via pre-recorded YouTube videos. 

 

   

 

There is a strong historical link to ICS (and 

previously CCCS) dating back to the 1920’s. We 

welcome a variety of spiritual and faith traditions 

although most are strongly evangelical and actively 

practice their faith. The service follows a somewhat 

traditional format with members of the congregation 
take turns to read the scriptures and lead prayers.  
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From 2013 until the end of 2020, St. Johns was blessed to be under the leadership 

of Canon Medhat Sabry from Cairo, Egypt.  Canon Medhat was a catalyst for the 

St. Johns Expansion and Building Project and worked closely with Moroccan 

authorities to earn approvals for the extensive renovations and new construction.   

In addition to leading weekly services and preaching a sermon most Sundays, 

Canon Medhat was also instrumental in launching a new Anglican congregation 

in Rabat – a city 90 kilometers to the North of Casablanca – called St. Augustine of 

Hippo. 

In the absence of the Priest-in-Charge, the Church of England has sent Fr. Virgilio 

Fernandez, a priest from the Philippines to serve as a locum for St. John’s and also 

St. Augustine of Hippo in Rabat.  Fr. Virgilio leads Holy Communion English 

Services at both Churches on Sundays.   

In the short time that Fr Virgilio has been in Morocco, he has reached many 

communities in need, mainly coming from sub-Sahara and the Philippines. He has 

counseled and prayed with the needy through the challenges brought by the 

current pandemic. Due to the large Filipino community in Casablanca, Fr. Virgilio 

also leads Tagalog (Filipino) services on Saturday afternoons, with an average of 

25 attendees each Saturday.   
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+ Video of SJAC  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FbzQz1lpF2w&feature=youtu.be 

 

Chaplain’s Accommodation + 

The Chaplaincy apartment is situated on the 3rd  floor of a 

private residential  building.  Apartment has 2 bedrooms 

and 1.5 bathrooms, kitchen, living room and dining area.   

 

Located in the heart of the commercial district, it is 

conveniently located 10 minutes from Casa-Port station 

directly from Mohammed V International Airport (30 

min). The tramway station is a 5-minute walk and 

connects to the city center.  

 

Supermarkets, banks, post office, tramway stop, train 

station, and a vegetable and fruit market are within a 5-

10 min walk from the apartment. 

 

If the family size of the future Priest-in-Charge would 

dictate different housing, the Chaplaincy would be 

prepared to rent new premises.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FbzQz1lpF2w&feature=youtu.be
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Links: 

British business university in Casablanca:  www.sist.ac.ma 

American Academy:  www.aac.ac.ma 

George Washington Academy:  www.gwa.ac.ma 

Casablanca American School:  www.cas.ac.ma 

London Academy:  www.londonacademy.ma 

British International School Casablanca:  www.bisc.ma 

British Council:  www.britishcouncil.ma 

Wall Street English:  www.wallstreetenglish.ma 

 

 

+ Chaplaincy Finances 
The Church has received funding from the Diocese of Europe, which varies 

each year.  Through this support and Church collections, the Chaplaincy is 

able to offer a stipend of 134,200 Dhs net (about £11,000) per annum. This 

does not yet include contributions to a pension fund or to a tuition fund for the 

education of the children living with the Priest-in-Charge.  In addition to this 

stipend, various allowances and expenses, such as health insurance, are also 

paid. 

Ideally, the post would suit someone who can speak French and has some 

supplementary means of support. The church has been involved in interfaith 

dialogue with the Moroccan authorities. There is a great potential that this will 

continue, to the extent that the Priest-in-Charge could communicate in either  

French or  - Arabic, and has a desire for such projects. 

 

+ Challenges for the Future 
 

 
 To establish a stronger welcoming community for international 

Anglophone Christians in Casablanca 

 To be a “generous community” and establish a benevolence program to 

help those in need (short-term), while also investing and teaching 

livelihood skills empowering them for the future. 

http://www.sist.ac.ma/
http://www.aac.ac.ma/
http://www.gwa.ac.ma/
http://www.cas.ac.ma/
http://www.londonacademy.ma/
http://www.bisc.ma/
http://www.britishcouncil.ma/
http://www.wallstreetenglish.ma/
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