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The United Benefice of Holy Trinity and St Andrew’s 

The formal “profile” documents hold a lot of facts and figures 

and is the result of time spent looking through the Registers 

and Accounts. Hopefully, the pages which follow will give 

more of an insight into the life of the two parishes, which 

make up the Benefice of Holy Trinity Low Moor and St 

Andrews Oakenshaw.  

As the parishes go forward out of “lockdown” they are hoping 

to be able to work together and discover new ways and 

opportunities to grow together as a benefice.  We want to support 

and equip each other as confident Christians to go into our 

communities as witnesses to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Bishop’s Statement for Holy Trinity Low Moor & St Andrew’s Oakenshaw 

Holy Trinity and St Andrew’s form a significant joint benefice at the southern entry to the city 

of Bradford.  St Andrew’s Church in particular is a highly visible landmark alongside the 

M606 and its parish straddles Bradford and Kirklees Metropolitan Districts.  Oakenshaw 

parish is much smaller in terms of population than Low Moor, and this is also true of the 

respective congregation sizes.   

There is good and committed lay ministry in both churches, which needs complementing 

with clear, encouraging and enabling leadership.  Within the benefice there are three 

Church of England primary schools (Low Moor, Hill Top and Woodlands), each of which 

offers considerable opportunities for ministry and mission, both in the school and also with 

parents. 

From the perspective of the Episcopal Area, we therefore see the overarching responsibility 

of the new incumbent is to provide clear and enabling leadership, which will foster growth 

numerically as well as spiritually and in service to the local communities.  Hence we are 

seeking an enabling leader, capable of managing change well, who can work with the 

congregations to reimagine and recover ministry following the pandemic, grow the 

churches, develop confident discipleship, and nurture relationships within the local 

communities in creative ways.  Especially given the part-time nature of this post, we are 

seeking a person who can develop others into ministry and leadership alongside them.  

Within this overall responsibility, we see four particular priorities for the incoming priest-in-

charge: 
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a) To help the churches to re-emerge well from the pandemic and to reconnect in 
creative ways with the local communities as well as with families who have yet to 
return to worship.  We expect that this will involve the priest-in-charge developing 
active and visible relationships within the benefice in creative ways and also enabling 
and supporting the congregations to play active roles in their community.  (S)he 
should be able to engage strategically with the life of the community, contributing 
with others to a vision for the area, and to help the churches to find their particular 
places within it. 
 

b) To build up confident lay ministry from the congregations further, both in depth and 
numbers.  This will include developing pathways for greater discipleship and 
increased lay leadership, and encouraging individuals to develop in their faith and 
use their gifts and talents.  The incoming priest-in-charge will therefore need 
excellent teaching, team building and team leadership skills. 

 

c) To sustain and develop the ‘mixed economy’ of new forms of church and worship 
alongside traditional ones to grow a wider diversity of ages in the congregation.  In 
particular, this will involve developing and implementing a sustainable strategy for 
effective and appropriate ministry and styles of worship to reach out to families, 
young people and children in order to grow young people as Christians.  We expect 
this will involve cultivating links with the three local Church of England primary 
schools and other key community organisations. 
 

d) To deepen the unity and co-operation within and between the congregations and 
PCCs of the two churches, growing effective teams between them and realising the 
potential benefits of shared approaches to ministry, mission, finance etc.  This 
priority will also involve making changes to address the recognised non-viability of St 
Andrew’s as a standalone parish in terms of finance and governance. 

 

Our vision as the Diocese is about confident clergy equipping confident Christians to live 

and tell the good news of Jesus Christ.  In appointing to this post, we are therefore looking 

for someone who is both visionary and enabling, with the capacity to lead into a new era of 

growth. The new priest-in-charge will have a joyful and confident faith which has inspired a 

track record of church growth, both numerically and spiritually. 

The Deanery of Outer Bradford is comprised of parishes with a similar demographic to this 

benefice, many of whom are experimenting with mixing new approaches to worship and 

mission alongside inherited patterns.  The new incumbent will therefore find a group of 

creative and supportive colleagues in the Deanery chapter, all of whom will be familiar with 

the joys and challenges that each other faces.  We expect the new post holder to work with 

a spirit of generosity in sharing wisdom and insights about ministry within the Deanery of 

Outer Bradford, and across the Episcopal Area. 

 

+Toby Bradford 

March 2022 
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Our new priest: 

We want to invite and give a warm welcome to a new priest-in-charge who will share in the 

life of our two parishes.  As the new priest gets to know the two churches we want him/her 

to feel at home and be happy in his/her ministry among us. 

We look for someone who is in love with Jesus, spirit-filled, who will enrich our worship and 

make space for the Holy Spirit in our services.  

Able to offer services for all age groups, who brings the gospel to life and encourages all-

inclusive worship.  

We have hearts for our churches and communities and long for God’s kingdom to increase 

in this area of Bradford, therefore we look for a priest who will be a joyful leader; someone 

full of new ideas, with vision insight and wisdom who will work with the leadership teams 

guiding and encouraging us in God’s work in Low Moor and Oakenshaw. 

We want a people-person, able to relate to all ages and to engage with our three schools.  

He/she should have motivational qualities and offer guidance and leadership who will go 

into the communities and take us with them, to be visible in the parish.  

A person who has organisation skills and a Team player who will share/work with the 

committed lay leaders. 

Someone able to develop the relationship between the two churches to be mutually 

supportive and explore sharing Services. 

It would be good but not essential if our new priest was IT savvy, able to develop our 

website. 

We recognise that our priest will undertake a lot of work within the benefice so we would 

expect and want him/her to take proper holidays and days off.  We would also support them 

in their training and personal development. 

 

For an informal chat about this vacancy please contact one of the wardens: 

Jean Wilson: jeaniejean1@hotmail.co.uk 01274 670056 or 07933 111032 

Jean Marsh: jeanfoster1956@googlemail.com 01274 691587 or 07736 967817 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jeaniejean1@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jeanfoster1956@googlemail.com
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The Parish of Holy Trinity Low Moor 

Low Moor 

Low Moor is a suburb situated south of the City of Bradford. There are good transport links 

to Bradford and the nearby towns of Cleckheaton, Halifax and Brighouse.  There is a 

railway station on the boundary between the two Parishes of Holy Trinity and St Andrew’s.  

The M606 and M62 are just outside the parish and offer access to national motorway 

systems. This makes it easy to visit the nearest large city of Leeds and the ancient and 

interesting City of York. 

 

The parish has diverse elements; 

The two C of E Primary Schools, Hill Top and Low Moor, are very good and are always fully 

subscribed to.  Their Ofsted reports are good and outstanding. We are looking forward to 

re-establishing previous good links as we move out of 

lockdown measures. 

Also: 

 Residential 

 Two C of E Primary schools 

 Medical Centre, a chemist 

 Few small shops 

 Tesco Express supermarket 

 Industrial, heavy and light industry, several 

haulage firms 

 A large employer: Solenis, chemical industry 
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 ,Harold Park within the parish is well-kept by the Friends of the Park who organise 

community events such as an Easter Egg hunt and Annual Gala, both of which are 

very popular. 

 Bradford Park Avenue FC’s ground with an athletic track.  

 Recreation ground and allotments.  

 There is a good golf club 

 New Sedbergh Sport & Leisure Centre - this replaces the 

old Richard Dunn Sports Centre which is now a listed 

building. Richard Dunn was a boxer from Bradford who was 

famous for fighting Mohammed Ali for the Heavy Weight 

title of the world – unfortunately Dunn lost. 

Though there are housing and industrial areas, with two main road routes through the 

parish, there are green spaces within a short walk; Harold Park, the Recreation ground, a 

green space adjacent to Park Avenue FC’s ground and public footpath that goes through 

South Bradford Golf Club follows the line of the railway and ends up in Toad Holes Beck 

which is in St Andrew’s Parish.  An old railway line has been converted to the Greenway, a 

cycle/walking path which can be accessed not far from the Railway Station and goes all the 

way to Dewsbury.  Even though the Greenway is not far away from buildings and shops, 

these are not obvious as you walk along as there are small green areas and at one stage 

the Greenway is alongside Cleckheaton Golf Club. 

The Solenis company has been supportive of the church and employs many in the local 

community.  We have enjoyed a good relationship with them over many years. 

From 2006 to 2009 we were part of a larger parish consisting of St Andrews Oakenshaw, St 

Mary’s Wyke and Holy Trinity Low Moor; but we are now 3 separate parishes.  In 2014 the 

churches of St Andrews, Oakenshaw and Holy Trinity, Low Moor became one Benefice. 

Our experience of being part of a large parish has been valuable in making new friends, 

and working and supporting each other.  We are an adaptable, able lay leadership. 

The church 

Our Mission Statement was: “This church lives to touch Christ and to touch lives”.   That 

statement is still very true, but we want to write a new statement strap line, so fresh input 

from a new priest would be welcome 

In today’s digital age, we try to reach to reach out on our Facebook page.  Zoom has been a 

very useful tool to engage with the church and community through lockdown and we have 

gained some experience in this.  There is always more to learn as new ways of interaction 

via digital means are developed. 

Church and its people 

The members of the PCC work willingly and amicably together to serve the congregations 

and deal with the ‘business’ side of the church.  Many of the members have served for 

several years and are looking for new people coming to take over some roles.  At the 

present time, there is someone shadowing the Treasurer with a view to taking on this 

important position.  We have also just appointed a new Lay Chair Person. We are happy to 

have shared PCC meetings with St Andrews on a regular basis. 
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Some members of the PCC & Early Church Leaders:  

 

     Warden Jean Wilson            Reader Emeritus  Reader in Training/Early church  

      Christine Walker.  Leader Lynne Howroyd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Church Leader Angela Clark and members of Early Church Leadership: Gill Hibbert, 

Anne, Irene and Sue 

 

 

 

Our churchmanship is low church and open evangelical, with a few strong committed lay 

members taking on leading/teaching roles.  

We have a faithful, committed membership, with 74 on the Electoral Roll. The numbers of 

worshippers have declined over several years and since the pandemic there are fewer 

people.   

The church recognises that we have to bring more people to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

but our outreach is minimal – due in part to the aging congregation and also by the younger 

members juggling work, family and church commitments.   

Even so, the new priest will find us willing and committed to working with him/her in 

reaching out to the people of our parish. 

Our range of services embraces various styles of worship: informal liturgical using videos 

as part of worship, formal liturgical with choir leading worship, and said services with no 

hymns/songs. Traditional service members will read the lessons. 

Early Church was growing in numbers pre-pandemic but, as yet our young families have 

failed to return.  Gentle encouragement to read or give a testimony is given at this service. 
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Special services such as Mothering Sunday, Fathers’ Day, Harvest, Carol Service, Crib 

Service, Easter Day are all well attended. 

Easter Outdoor Service during Lockdown Christmas Eve Nativity pre-lockdown 

 

Our various congregations (Early Church, Traditional and Wednesday morning) are friendly 

and welcoming. Within each there are lay members who are gifted by God to Lead, Read, 

Pray and Teach.  

We are a caring, welcoming church and a people of faith and prayer who bring before God 

our own and other people’s needs, whether they be illness, distress or difficult 

circumstances.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



United Benefice of Holy Trinity Low Moor and St Andrew’s Oakenshaw 

10 
 

 

Some quotes from the congregation: 

“Holy Trinity is a welcoming church, supportive in all situations and loving” 

“I love the stained glass windows.  Lovely service, feel uplifted when I leave” 

“I think we are a small but friendly congregation” 

“I love this church: don’t know what I‘d do without it” 

“A Spirit-filled, warm and welcoming church” 

The Community 

Residents over age 65 account for 18% of the population of Low Moor, with 13% of those 

pensioners classed as living in poverty. Of the working age adults 9% are in poverty and 

32% have no qualifications. 

The majority of residents are white British with 9.7% of people of differing ethnic origins. 

Statistics show that 15.4% of children are classed as living in poverty and 27% of the parish 

population are lone parents.  

Many of the older residents of Low Moor have grown up in the area and have experienced 

a lot of changes over the years.  Many older pre-war properties remain, of these there are a 

few large detached houses, terraced and back-to-back homes.  There are newer 1950\60s 

houses but there are very few newer properties.  Circa 1970 the village of Hill Top, part of 

our Parish, was demolished and replaced mainly with social housing and several private 

houses. An elderly persons complex and two residential/nursing homes are also within the 

parish. 

In the past, the church has tried to engage with the local community through a range of 

events.  The events themselves, such as the brilliant celebrations of the 450th Anniversary 

of Holy Trinity Church was well received and a great success with what felt like the whole 

community turning out.  Our fund-raising events for various charities have also been well 

attended and worthwhile.  The Solenis Christmas Concert held at Holy Trinity has been so 

popular that all the seats have been taken and people would stand at the back rather than 

miss it. 

Fund raising event    Fathers Day BBQ 
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Church Building 

Holy Trinity was built in 1606 and was 

the first church in Bradford with the 

exception of the Cathedral.  It was built 

by the Squires of Royds Hall and Bierley 

Hall as a Chapel of Ease, enabling the 

Squires to worship without making the 

arduous journey down to Bradford. 

The church Internally it is generally well 

maintained with a maintenance plan in 

place which is adhered to. Externally the 

building needs the attention that is to be 

expected of a building that is over 400 

years old.  However, a maintenance plan is in place and roofs and gullies 

etc. are checked annually. 

 

 

Church Finance 

Stewardship: Earlier this year we had a month of services based on Generosity and 

including financial giving in this series.  

The PCC have been investigating the use of a Card Reader to be able to take payments by 

Click & Pay and we hope this will be a way of increasing our revenue, especially from the 

Occasional Offices; Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals. 

Our church funding comes from donations either by the envelope scheme, gift aid and 

donations on the plate. We Tithe our income and split it between overseas and home 

missions.   We have, until the last 2 years, paid our Share in full but with declining numbers 

and the pandemic we have been unable to fulfil this obligation in full. Previous fundraising 

was usually for other charities such as the McMillan Coffee Morning, etc. 

We received a quinquennial report this year and are awaiting a structural engineer to 

assess what work is required to the boundary wall and possible work to the spire and belfry.  

Only when we know what work is required to the spire and belfry will we start work to the 

adjacent parapet wall. 

The southwest parapet wall needs repairing and we have received a quote for the work, for 

which funds are available.  We also have funds in place for repairs to the Electrics and the 

roof. 
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The Wider Context 

We have a well-established friendship with Aldersgate Methodist Church which is on the 

opposite side of the main road to the glebe land allotments.  When our church underwent 

some repairs and was closed for some weeks, we were welcome at Aldersgate to share 

their services/building.   Aldersgate, St Andrews and Holy Trinity form the Churches 

Together in Low Moor and Oakenshaw.  Because Aldersgate is newer with better facilities 

than our church, which is good for services, both churches want to explore what 

possibilities this offers. 

 

As part of our mission we have joined with St Andrew’s in the past to run an Alpha Course 

and we hope to run a Start course at some stage. 

Strengths: 

 Good at delivering various styles of worship. 

 Strong, dedicated lay leaders. 

 Thursday Coffee Morning 

 Monthly Book sale with Bacon butties 

 Men’s breakfast in the Chapel House Pub 

 

Opportunities: 

To engage with the parents of the children at Low Moor school who use our car park 

and walk through the graveyard daily.  

Make connections with the New Sports and Leisure Centre. 

Weaknesses: 

 Our online presence, including the church’s website. 

 The church heating system needs replacing, but this project has been put on hold. 
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The Parish of St Andrew’s Oakenshaw  

The Parish 

 

The Parish of St Andrew’s Oakenshaw cum Woodlands lies some 3 miles south of the 

centre of Bradford.  It lies in the centre of West Yorkshire, close to junction 26 of the M62 

motorway.    

The church is surrounded by the many cities of the area but has a semi rural feel.   It has 

good transport links and is easily accessible.  The cities of Bradford, Leeds, Wakefield, 

Huddersfield and Halifax are all within a15 mile radius.  The church, although belonging to 

Bradford, is situated in the metropolitan area of Kirklees.   
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When entering the city of Bradford from the South, on the M606, the church is the first 

Christian Church to be seen on the left-hand side. It’s prominent position and large building 

make it a landmark in the area giving a symbol of Christianity in this vibrant multi faith city  

 

The village, whilst originally being more traditional, has had new developments recently and 

the accommodation covers all styles from stone terraces to large detached houses. There 

is modern housing but also some properties dating back to the 17th century.  The population 

is approximately 95% ethnically white British but, as expected at this time, this is constantly 

changing, as is the age demographic. In recent years we have welcomed several asylum 

seekers into the area who have been placed in the village.  As a church we have supported 

families from Iran, Iraq, and African countries.  

They have however tended to move to London 

when they have achieved settled status. 

 As Britain moves out of the Pandemic we are 

hoping to return to more stable and full 

employment. The area has people employed in 

all levels and with a population of a little under 

2,000 it is one of the smallest parishes in the 

area. 

The village has several small shops, as one 

would expect, ranging from bakers, chemist and 

take away pizza or fish and chips.  
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The village has a small C of E voluntary controlled Primary School which accommodates 

approximately 120 children ranging from nursery to year 6. The school is situated in 

Woodlands and is always fully subscribed. In the past the church had strong links with the 

school and they used the church for special services throughout the year.  Hopefully this 

link will be rekindled. 

 

    Woodlands CofE School 

 

Prior to Covid the church was used as a base for West Yorkshire Brass and Oakenshaw 

community choir which meant there were close links with more people from the area. Covid 

restrictions affected the use of the church but we hope to re-establish wider use of the 

building in the future.  From 8th April 2022 the church hall will be back in use for Saturday 

coffee mornings etc. as the pre-school has agreed that it is no longer practical for them to 

have sole use of this area which was granted in line with covid restrictions.  

 

 

The Oakenshaw resident’s association have expressed an interest in using the building for 

some of their meetings re-establishing former links.  
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The church can provide a great 

asset to the life of the village by 

diversifying its use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish is blessed with some areas of natural beauty, Toad hole Beck and Woodlands 

Pond, along with Victoria Park and a small Peace Park opposite the church.  Within a mile 

there is Cleckheaton Golf Club while Woodlands Cricket Club is in the centre of 

Oakenshaw.   

 Cleckheaton Golf club                 Cricket Club                     Memorial in Victoria Park  

 

               Toadhole                                                                        Woodlands Pond 
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The Parish Church of St Andrew’s Oakenshaw  

St Andrew’s Church was built in 1889 by the Richardson family with later extensions, 

including church Tower and vestry in1902. 

It originally seated 400 people but has been changed in character during its lifetime.  There 

is the main entrance porch and tower to the north west, a porch with toilet facilities to the 

south west, and former choir vestry to the south east next to the vicar’s vestry.  The 

capacity of the Church was reduced in the 1970s when the side aisle was separated from 

the nave to provide a church hall and kitchen. At a later date a small office was installed 

which is jointly used with the pre-school.  

The nave has been changed in recent years with a new entrance door and the removal of 

several rows of pews. This leaves a more practical open space at the back of church to 

accommodate activities for Family church and extra seating as necessary. The pulpit, choir 

stalls, and altar are all at the East of the church accessed by several steps.   

 

 

 

 

Life at St Andrew’s  

As with many churches life at St Andrew’s has been declining in recent years made even 

worse by the impact of the Pandemic and the sad loss of our curate, Dorothy Ellis, late in 

2019. 

The pattern of services has changed in order that worship can continue without there 

always being an ordained minister present.   

Prior to the departure of our incumbent in September 2021, each month we had a Breakfast 

church, two Holy Communion Services, a Service of the Word, and a joint service with Holy 

Trinity and Aldersgate Methodist Chapel on a 5th Sunday.  
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Currently our services all commence at 10.30 and include a Family service which is less 

formal, a Holy Communion service with a visiting Vicar, a Service of the word and a service 

of Prayer and Praise.  These are Lay led by a Lay Worship Leader or the church Warden.  

Our small congregation, which has grown recently from about 10 pre-Pandemic, to 

approaching 20 on occasions, consists of a group of friendly dedicated Christians who are 

willing to read and do intercessions as required. Many are older and have experience of 

doing different roles within the church in the post.  Unfortunately, we have no Reader 

(Licenced Lay Leader) at present. 

Our services vary to accommodate the needs of our congregation using modern Worship 

songs along with the more traditional.  The family church is less formal and includes 

activities although we rarely have children in the congregation.  They were recommended to 

attend the Early Church at Holy Trinity prior to the Pandemic.  

The Holy Communion service has been formal with the service of the Word using a variety 

of methods including relating the Bible to everyday life, Lectio Divina and Discovery Bible 

methods  

Our music is provided by computer using hymn books or videos on a screen.  There is an 

organ which is played occasionally at joint services or weddings and funerals.  

Congregation/ activities/ screen 
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Stewardship 

St Andrew’s has a small PCC of 4 who deal with church matters in a democratic way.  

Recently our main meetings have been held jointly with Holy Trinity church.  This enables 

us to work more closely together with common aims and vision.  Any extraordinary matters 

relating to St Andrew’s are dealt with separately and usually on a Sunday morning. We 

have no formal groups, as numbers preclude this, but generally Ian deals with the building 

and finances, Jean being Warden is multifunctional, Trudy music and secretary, and 

Sandra Worship and Deanery Synod Rep.  

PCC member Warden Jean, Treasurer Ian,  PCC Members Sandra and Trudy 

 

 

 

In recent years it has been impossible to meet our parish share but we try to make quarterly 

contributions.  The building appears to be in good repair although there is an impending 

Quinquennial this year which may prove otherwise.  Recently we have had issues with the 

burglar alarm, fire alarm and heating system which have been, or are being, addressed.  
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Occasional Services  

We tend to have a steady flow of people requesting baptisms, weddings and funerals.  Any 

preparation meetings have been held at Holy Trinity and are done on a joint basis.  In this 

way people can meet others in a similar circumstance and it is more convenient for the 

vicarage.  

St Andrew’s has had many different groups for members of the congregation including Lent 

groups, Prayer groups, History groups, Sunday evening family group and Sunday evening 

prayer group.  There has been a programme of courses such as Alpha, Start, the Bible 

course and Freedom in Christ aimed at Mission and enabling people to get to know Jesus 

better and more fully understand the Christian religion  

During Lockdown YouTube and Zoom were available and used to minister to people.  

Discovery Bible sessions were an important part of fellowship on WhatsApp. People were 

encouraged to keep in touch by telephone during those difficult times  

As the country moves more back to normal post covid we truly hope that this type of activity 

will continue and encourage more people to come closer to God. 

Members of the congregation 

 

 

The way forward  

At St Andrew’s we hope to encourage more 

people to become involved in the life of the 

church, to develop people’s gifts so that they 

feel more confident as Christians, to reach out 

to the wider community, to involve the school 

and educate them in Christian values, and 

eventually see growth in our church 

congregation so that it is filled with happy, 

loving, caring, confident Christians. 
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The Vicarage 

Our vicarage is on the opposite side of the road from Holy Trinity Church, and is in good 

repair.  It is a family home and has a garage with good-sized driveway and gardens to four 

sides.  It is sandwiched between glebe land, presently used as an allotment by church 

members, and a pub, The Chapel House Inn. 

 

The Diocese of Leeds 

The Diocese of Leeds was formed at Easter 2014. It is one of the largest dioceses in the 

country covering an area of around 2425 square miles and a population of around 2642400 

people. The diocese comprises five Episcopal areas, each served by a suffragan Bishop. 

Each Episcopal Area is coterminous with an Archdeaconry. 

The Diocesan Vision is ‘confident Christians, growing churches, transforming communities 

and so helping share the Good News of Jesus Christ across our Diocese’. This Vision is 

embedded into the Diocesan Strategy and Goals. 

 

The Diocese is a mix of urban and rural. The area includes the major cities of Bradford, 

Leeds and Wakefield; the large industrial and post-industrial towns of Halifax, Huddersfield 

and Dewsbury; the market towns of Harrogate, Skipton, Ripon, Richmond and Wetherby; 

and the deeply rural area of the Yorkshire Dales. 

The Diocese in unique in having three cathedrals; Bradford, Ripon and Wakefield. The 

Deans of the Cathedrals work together to provide key diocesan services.  


