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We are looking for a priest who: 
 

1. can develop our understanding of God and his word; 

2. will continue to build up the togetherness of our Group; 

3. has a real love of people and understands, and is comfortable with country life; 

4. can accommodate positively our wide variety of church traditions; 

5. will help us, guide us and lead us to bring new and younger people into 
the churches with a monthly family service; 

6. prays for and with us and enriches our worship and its relevance in our lives; 

7. encourages outreach in our parishes with the Christian gospel; 

8. understands the advantages of good administration, communication, and being 
visible around the benefice. 

 

 

We can offer you: 
 
1. A warm, welcoming, group of churches in beautiful countryside. 

2. The opportunity to work with six parishes of varying church traditions. 

3. Committed, willing, supportive and hard-working congregations. 

4. Our prayerful support. 

5. A four-bedroomed bungalow Rectory in Somerleyton, opposite the Village 
School, set in part of the Somerleyton estate. 

6. Expenses are paid in full each month.

Our Vision 
 

We would like our churches to grow in influence  
for good in the community and by our example 
encourage more people of all ages to join us in  

regular worship. 
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WELCOME TO THE SOMERLEYTON BENEFICE 
 
We are a benefice of six parishes with Great Yarmouth to the north and Lowestoft to 
the south. We are mainly in the beautiful north Suffolk countryside, bounded by the 
A47 to the east and the River Waveney to the west. Lound Lakes, a public water 
reservoir, is managed by the Suffolk Wildlife Trust as a nature reserve and is open to 
the public. The hovercraft was invented by Sir Christopher Cockerell on the lawns of 
Somerleyton Hall. Across the benefice there are many footpaths, which are 
wonderful for walking, including a section of the Angles Way. With the Broads on 
our doorstep, the marina at Somerleyton and a boatyard just outside Fritton and 
Herringfleet, many tourists are attracted to the area. 
 
Our benefice came together over 25 years ago; one of our previous Incumbents went 
from us to become the Rector at Sandringham. Our most recent incumbent moved 
away for family reasons and we are now looking for a new incumbent who can bring 
more life into our churches. 

Could you be the person we are looking for?  

There are six churches in our benefice: 
 
St Mary Ashby 
St Mary the Virgin Blundeston (with St Andrew Flixton)  
St Edmund Fritton 
St Margaret Herringfleet  
St John the Baptist Lound  
St Mary Somerleyton 

 
Our benefice is essentially agricultural, though we do have several pubs, garden 
centres, a residential and nursing home and a café. There are two primary schools, 
at Somerleyton and at Blundeston, one of which is a Church of England Voluntary 
Controlled School. There are also thriving pre-schools at Blundeston and 
Somerleyton. There are a variety of high schools beyond the benefice and young 
people travel to schools in Beccles, Gorleston, Loddon or Lowestoft. Regular trains 
operate between Norwich and Lowestoft, stopping at Somerleyton. 
 
Much of the land is part of the Somerleyton estate which attracts many visitors to 
Somerleyton Hall each year; the estate provides some local employment. Property in 
the area is mixed, with some estate tenancies, some local authority housing and 
many owner occupied homes of varying sizes including several high-value private 
houses. Charles Dickens was associated with Blundeston (indeed he was so taken 
with Blundeston that David Copperfield was ‘born’ here) and this gives some 
properties a certain cachet! 
 
Our benefice is a ‘sought after’ area, quietly rural yet within easy reach of its two 
adjacent towns and, of course, Norwich itself. We are welcoming, with a concern for 
our environment and for one another. 
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Bonded together through earlier incumbencies we are a healthy co-operative 
benefice to which each parish contributes. We love to share with each other, support 
each other and work with each other. Each month we produce a Group magazine, 
‘The Hexagon’; we also have a joint Group Council that meets four times a year, 
shapes common ventures and agrees a great deal! 
 
The whole benefice takes safeguarding seriously. There is a Benefice Safeguarding 
Officer and each parish follows the Church of England Safeguarding Dashboard, 
being at either level 2 or 3. Our churches have also adopted the Covenant for Clergy 
Care and Wellbeing. 
 
Inter-parish events, such as Lent Lunches, Harvest Suppers and our Rogation Day 
walk are well supported. We have, in the past, held a lively midweek study group 
which, if re-started, would enable us to study together as well as worshipping and 
having fun together. Five of the six villages have good village hall facilities which are 
well used by the community. There are no church halls. 
 
Our charitable work includes the giving of Christmas gifts to a school in a deprived 
area of Gt. Yarmouth, covering ages 2 to 11 years. 
 
Five of the six villages have Poor Trusts of which the priest-in-charge is expected to 
actively serve as a trustee. 
 
Patronage resides jointly with Mr Brian Aylett (for Fritton), Lord Somerleyton (for 
Somerleyton, Ashby and Herringfleet), and the Society for the Maintenance of the 
Faith (for Blundeston and Lound). 
 
Pre-covid, our services all used the same format from Common Worship for Holy 
Communion; with the BCP for Mattins and Evensong; and adapted other forms for 
Songs of Praise and other such services. However we do have our differences! 
Though the group is mainly of central church tradition, one parish, St John the 
Baptist Lound, is anglo-catholic. It is these differences that add life and a sparkle to 
our benefice. 
 
Post-‘lockdown’, but with covid restrictions in place, we have had one group service 
of Holy Communion per week in the benefice and are continuing with this during the 
interregnum. We hope to move forward with a morning service of Holy Communion 
and an Evensong or Songs of Praise each week, with a Family Service included 
once a month. 
 
We are part of the Deanery of Lothingland. The deanery is clustered around Lake 
Lothing (hence its name) and includes the town of Lowestoft, stretching from Hopton 
in the north to Kessingland in the south, and from the sea in the east to Herringfleet 
in the west. The deanery is part of Suffolk county, as are most of our parishes (just 
Fritton being in Norfolk), but is part of the Diocese of Norwich. 
 
Should you like an informal conversation about this position, please contact our 
Rural Dean, the Reverend Helen Jary, on 01502 561546. 
 



6  

ST. MARY, ASHBY 
 

The parish of Ashby covers an area of 
about 1000 acres, most of which is arable 
land and woodland. St Mary’s Church is 
nestled within the Somerleyton Estate in 
open fields where the Ashby village origi-
nally stood. The isolated thatched church is 
accessed down half a mile of bridleway 
and is signposted on the main road. 
  

The building is well maintained by a small 
diligent team who have dealt with all the 
major items in the most recent 
Quinquennial Report. The church has also recently installed a sound system, under-
pew heating, and a churchyard car park area. 
 

The church has two church wardens and an organist. 
 
Popular services are the Carol Service and Harvest 
Festival. Also popular, and unique within the benefice, 
is Ashby’s Rogation Service, which begins with a 
leisurely walk along the bridleway, blessing the crops 
on the way (photo below).  
 
The church is not normally utilised in the darker 
evenings, with the exception of the carol service 
mentioned, as there are no lights along the bridleway. 
 
There are no water facilities at the church.  
 
The size of the church, with a capacity of perhaps 
sixty, makes for a cosy, intimate and welcoming setting 
for services.  
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN, BLUNDESTON 
(WITH ST ANDREW, FLIXTON) 

 
The Church is a round towered, 
Grade 1 listed Saxon Church. 
 
The building is in a good state of 
repair, and has been brought up to 
date for disabled people with a loop 
system, access for wheelchairs and a 
space within the congregation for the 
wheelchair bound; a toilet has been 
installed. The church pathways have 
been widened to become wheelchair 
friendly. 
 
As well as our regular Sunday services we host occasional Songs of Praise 
(involving the whole community) at times like Harvest, or our Flower Festival. Our 
Christmas Carols and Epiphany Carols are always well attended and the Crib 
Service on Christmas Eve is always full to overflowing! There is an annual service in 
memory of the departed. 
 
We used to have a Eucharist Service every Tuesday at 9.30 a.m. with an average 
attendance of 8. We would like to see this service started again. 
 
Our Churchmanship is central with a tradition of Eucharistic worship with vestments. 
The Blessed Sacrament is perpetually reserved. 
 
We have an organist and a team of Epistle readers and Intercessors. One person, 
with a deputy, is responsible for funeral arrangements. There is a dedicated team of 
volunteers who keep the churchyard looking immaculate. 
 
Blundeston Prison was sold a few years ago and a local developer is building new 
houses and some facilities for local people. 

 
We have a great relationship with the village we 
serve; the village community supports our fund 
raising activities. Meanwhile we support a number 
of charities and choose one Charity each year for 
a donation from a special service.  
 
As part of our Annual Flower Festival we have 
included Teddy Bear Parachuting which brings in 
young and old alike with their treasured Teddy to 
participate. One such brave Teddy can be seen 
opposite! 
 
We hold an Art and Craft Fair with many stalls, in 
October each year. The Church is used several 
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times a year for concerts in aid of various Charities. T his has been complemented 
by the acquisition of a grand piano several years ago. 
 
The local Primary School holds lessons in 
the Church at least once a week, and use 
the building to host concerts and Nativity 
Plays for parents to enjoy. They also have 
a permanent display of their artwork 
changing with the seasons. 
 
Other activities within our village include: 
 A Pre-School with their own building; 
 A Village Hall with a large, well 

equipped play area; 
 A Millennium Green; 
 A busy Scout pack for both sexes from 6 years. 
 
Local groups include the Women’s Institute, Local History Society and Blundeston 
in Bloom (who have won a gold medal in the Village in Bloom competition). 
 
There are Football, Tennis and Green Bowling facilities. 
 
Many houses and streets in the village have Dickensian names because Charles 
Dickens wrote in his famous novel that David Copperfield was born in Blundeston! 
He visited the village whilst he was staying at Somerleyton Hall with Sir Morton Peto; 
and Blundeston Plough must have been so welcoming that he decided that our 
village was the perfect setting for his story. 
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ST EDMUND, FRITTON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fritton, the small Norfolk village, borders the lake also known as the Fritton Decoy, 
part of the Somerleyton Estate which crosses the Norfolk/Suffolk border. The 
population of Fritton is approximately 240. ‘The Hexagon’ Parish Magazine is 
delivered to 100 households in the village. 
 
It has a well maintained village hall which is used for social gatherings, Lent 
Lunches, wedding and thanksgiving of lives following funerals and internment of 
ashes. 
 
The Church is well suited for visitors and is on the Angles Way walking route and a 
step away from the A143. 
 
The church is opened 7 days a week for 49 weeks of the year; visitors come from 
near and worldwide. In addition, entry is made available, when permissible, to ‘Open 
Churches Week’ and the ‘Annual Sponsored Bike Ride.’ 

 
The church dates back 
to Saxon times, scroll 
work in the apse dates to 
the 12th century, the 
mural paintings, the 
figures of St John the 
Baptist and St 
Christopher in the nave 
from the 14th C. 
 
The church is in a good 
state of repair; when 
building upkeep arises, it 
is dealt with promptly. 
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The parishioners are a loyal group led by a dedicated Churchwarden of almost four 
decades. Songs of Praise is led by the Churchwarden standing in when ordained 
ministers are not available, as when in a period of interregnum.  
 
It is acknowledged that we need help and guidance, especially to bring new and 
younger people into the church, and in addition encourage and advertise regular 
family services. 
 
Churchmanship is central. At this present 
time due to Covid restrictions, regular 
services are conducted on a rota system, one 
every 6 weeks, averaging a congregation of 
30 plus. Prior to the pandemic there are 
usually two weddings each year and a similar 
number of funerals and baptisms. The 
attendance of the past two years has of 
course been affected by the restrictions of the 
pandemic. There are currently seven on the 
electoral roll and three members of the PCC 
including the Churchwarden and Secretary. 
The PCC is grateful for the skilled support of 
the Treasurer and Auditor who are not 
members. We acknowledge the invaluable 
leadership of the Group Safeguarding Officer.
    
The life of the church calendar is upheld by 
dedicated members, friends and their 
families, those who maintain, clean, decorate and contribute to Fritton Church. 
During the church year the community are welcomed to the church with regular 
coffee mornings, and a social gathering where people meet and greet and enjoy the 
company of others. Donating produce and purchasing in return, helping toward the 
upkeep of the fabric and contributing so much more. The Flower Festival Weekend 
in July and a loyal band of people bring their skills and imaginations to decorate this 
wonderful country church. A range of visitors come from two counties and beyond, 
each with their own special story and connections to St Edmunds Fritton. Sunday 
culminates with a Service of Thanksgiving in a place of worship. 
 
As the year closes St Edmunds holds a Carol Service by Candlelight; in 2021 with an 
invited soloist. Christmas Eve Communion and families from all across the benefice 
come through the door. 
 
Bordered by the River Waveney and the Common Forest walks to the north and 
west. Leisure facilities include Caldecott Hall golf and recreation, Fritton Plant Centre 
and Red Wings Horse Sanctuary. With Gorleston beach only four miles away and Gt 
Yarmouth beyond, it is a sought-after residential area, with a good ratio of local 
families. 
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ST MARGARET, HERRINGFLEET 
 
The parish consists of Herringfleet in 
Suffolk and St. Olave's in Norfolk. The 
village of Herringfleet is immediately 
adjacent to Somerleyton and is sparsley 
populated with only about 50 people. 
Many of the properties are in the 
ownership of the Somerleyton Estate. St. 
Olave's is a popular Broads centre two 
miles from Herringfleet with a population of 
300 and has a number of privately owned 
higher value properties. 
 
Of the six churches, Herringfleet has the most prominent location, standing on high 
ground overlooking the Waveney valley and visible from several miles away. It is a 
grade one listed building with a Saxon tower and a remarkable east window. The 
tower was restored in the 1980s and the chancel was re-roofed in 2012. We were 
successful in securing a lottery grant in 2017 which covered the cost of re-thatching 
the nave and porch, installing ground drainage system, under-pew heating and new 
lighting. 
 

Herringfleet is the focal point of the group on two 
important occasions. On Good Friday a Walk of 
Witness starts at ‘The Green’ in Somerleyton and 
arrives at St Margarets for coffee and hot cross 
buns followed by a service,  and on Christmas Day 
we hold a well attended group family service. A 
group service is held ever six weeks, alternating 
with the other five churches in the benefice. 
 
A very popular church with visitors, it is open every 
day when weather permits and a Friends Group is 
being set up to organise social events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
St Olave’s Priory is situated within the parish and a 
bi-annual outdoor service (alternating with St 
Andrew’s Church in Flixton) has been held in the 
past. 
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, LOUND 
 
Sir John Betjeman famously 
called Saint John the Baptist 
'the Golden Church' because 
the interior is richly decorated 
with gold leaf. The rood 
screen, font and organ case 
were designed by Sir Ninian 
Comper, and are excellent 
examples of his work, helping 
to restore to the church a 
numinosity and prayerfulness 
that were lost at the 
Reformation. For generations 
Saint John's has maintained a 
pattern of worship within the 
catholic tradition of the 
Church of England, and draws 
people from an area far wider than its parochial boundaries.   
 
Nevertheless our new priest will need to be a committed pastor, who will visit and be 
interested in the people of the parish as well as those who come to us from further 
afield. 
 
Before Covid restrictions there was a sung 'Parish Mass' on three Sundays each 
month, a pattern which we hope to restore as soon as we are able.  Worship is 
supported by our newly refurbished Harrison & Harrison organ. 
 
On High Days such as Candlemas, Ascension and Corpus Christi the local branch of 
GSS and CBS gather for worship in our beautiful country church. 
 
Saint John the Baptist is part of the Somerleyton Benefice.  Each church has its own 
tradition and ethos, which is valued, honoured and owned by us all. In order to 
safeguard the distinct traditional catholic identity of Saint John's, the PCC requested 

and was granted pastoral 
and sacramental oversight 
from the Bishop of 
Richborough, who is also an 
assistant bishop in this 
Diocese of Norwich.  We are 
members of Forward in Faith 
and The Society of St. 
Wilfred and St. Hilda, and we 
have a Walsingham Cell.  
 
The parish is committed to 
playing an active part in the 
diocese and pays its parish 
share in full. 
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Our new priest 
 

 A man of prayer, rooted and 
grounded in the catholic tradition 
of the Church of England. 

 

 A priest who appreciates and 
delights in the beauty of holiness 
and will maintain and develop 
the sacramental life of the 
church. 

 

 Above all a pastor who is joyful 
and interested in people, 
committed to visiting and able 
both to lead us in faith and sensitively to support us in our daily lives. 

 

 An engaging preacher and teacher and communicator of Gospel truth. 
 

 Someone who will discern the talents of his people and encourage them in 
their lay ministry within the church and wider community. 

 

 A person who enjoys the countryside and understands village life, and will be 
able to tune in to the local culture and environment. 
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ST MARY, SOMERLEYTON 
 
St Mary the Virgin, Somerleyton is a 
listed Grade II building situated one 
mile from the village within the 
grounds of the Somerleyton Hall 
Estate. Originally built in the 15th 
Century and extensively renovated in 
1854, it contains many historical 
features, including a beautifully 
preserved 15th century screen. The 
Font is also 15th century with a 
Jacobean cover added in the 17th 
century. 
 
The Bell Tower contains six bells, ringing for special services. 
 
The general condition of the church building is in good repair. Projects carried out in 
recent years include: 
 

~ Replacement of existing lighting and heating with more efficient units; 
 

~ Complete restoration of the Bell Tower including replacement of decayed 
   stonework, corner pinnacles and dragons, and the tower roof lead; 
 

~ The construction of a new and bigger Car Park; 
 

~ Installation of a loop and sound amplification system. 
 
A legacy has allowed architects’ plans to be drawn up for a toilet and kitchen area at 
the back of the church and the faculty is in the final stages. Access to the organ also 
to be re-positioned during these works. 
 
 

Pre-covid (but hope to reinstate when possible) our special 
Festival Services include: 
 
Easter Sunday  Family Service & Easter Egg Hunt  
 

Harvest Festival Praise Service 
 

Flower Festival  Celebration - in the second weekend 
    Of September 
 

Christingle/Carols Christmas Tree Festival during the first 
    weekend of December  
 

Christmas Eve  Holy Communion 11.30pm  
 

Pet Service 
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Somerleyton Village is a lively and welcoming village with: 
 

 rail links to Lowestoft/Norwich/London; 
 

 a public house, close to the river; 
 

 a bowls club; 
 

  a village hall used by various groups including a pre-school during term 
time, a badminton court, Village ladies’ Women's Link monthly meetings, 
Parish Council meetings, Films, Quiz evenings, Swing-fit, etc.; 
 

  a cycle shop which serves ice-cream and refreshments in the summer  
  months, as well as cycle repairs/sales and hire all year round; 
 

  a playing field with tennis courts and a cricket pitch. 
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OUR SCHOOLS 
 
There are two primary schools within the benefice. Both schools have, in the past, 
had an excellent relationship with the Rector. This is an important part of Christian 
ministry within our benefice and it is hoped that our new priest will take an interest in 
both schools, visiting them, taking part in collective worship and possibly contributing 
to religious education lessons. 
 

BLUNDESTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND  
VOLUNTARY CONTROLLED SCHOOL 

 
Blundeston School is a Voluntary Controlled Church of England Primary School for 
210 pupils. It was awarded a grade of “Good” by OFSTED in 2019 and “Outstanding” 
in its SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools) inspection. 
 
The most recent SIAMS Report from 2015 concluded: 
 “The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Blundeston Church of England 
Voluntary Controlled Primary School as a Church of England school are 
outstanding.” 
 
It commented very favourably on: 
1. The very positive relationships between all in the school community are largely 

as a result of the undoubted Christian ethos that pervades all parts of school 
life, under the cohesive leadership of senior staff. 

2. Pupils are keen to take responsibility for maintaining the school’s Christian 
ethos, as seen by the large number wishing to be part of the Collective Worship 
Group. 

3. Governors are ever mindful of the school’s Christian character, and are highly 
effective in their support of all staff and pupils to sustain this. 

 
There is an independent pre-school in the village, too. 
 
 

SOMERLEYTON COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
The school, situated opposite the Rectory, has always 
had an excellent relationship with the Incumbent and is 
generally supportive. Past rectors have acted as 
governors, taken an interest in the children and 
occasionally led collective worship. The committed 
staff foster a love of learning, promote independence 
and celebrate every child's achievements, teaching 
them to value each other. They provide a welcoming, 
safe environment where core values include   

ambition, respect and excellence. The children, staff and parents come to the 
church at Christmas for their Nativity. They also take part in our Flower Festival and 
Christmas Tree Festival. 
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THE RECTORY 
 
The Rectory is a four bedroomed 
detached bungalow with oil fired 
central heating, some sealed window 
units and secondary double glazing. It 
is set in spacious gardens with a turn-
around drive, single garage and views 
overlooking the Somerleyton estate. 
 
 
There is a cloakroom, a study (about 
17’ by 10’) and an inner hallway 
leading to the lounge (23’ by 13’), a 

central dining room (18’ by 11’), a kitchen (16’ by 13’) and a utility room. There are 
four bedrooms, a bathroom and a shower room. There is a wood burner in the 
lounge. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

(Please note all measurements are approximate to the nearest foot) 
 

 
 
Outside there is a covered log store with double 
gate, a covered parking area, leading to a Single 
garage. There is a separate brick built 
workshop/store. Lawned gardens surround the 
bungalow with mature trees and hedges to the 
boundaries. There are two storage sheds, and the 
oil storage tank. 


