
Foreword from Bishop Sarah 

The Diocese of Lichfield is a diverse, rich and exciting place to live and work. It lies at the heart 
of England, not just geographically but culturally and socially. There are areas of spectacular 
natural beauty that sit beside the legacy of centuries of industry and commerce; areas of 
urban deprivation and rural poverty beside places of aspiration, growth and hope. 

What unites us as a Diocese is the invitation to “Come follow Christ in the footsteps of St 
Chad”. St Chad, the first Bishop of Lichfield, challenges us to humble, faithful and courageous 
mission in this part of the Midlands and in this generation. We are committed to the mutual 
flourishing of faithful Anglicans of all traditions, and to welcoming and honouring people of 
all backgrounds. We are inspired by our Diocesan Vision: 

“As we follow Christ in the footsteps of St Chad, we pray that the two 

million people in our diocese encounter a church that is confident in the 

gospel, knows and loves its communities, and is excited to find God 

already at work in the world. We pray for a church that reflects the 

richness and variety of those communities. We pray for a church that 

partners with others in seeking the common good, working for justice 

as people of hope.” 

We have identified three priorities as we seek to realise this vision more fully: to developing 
discipleship, encouraging vocation and inspiring evangelism. These priorities help us focus our 
work in all the varied forms of Christian life in the Diocese, in our parishes, Fresh Expressions, 
Schools, Chaplaincies and the Cathedral. 

The priest appointed to the post of Rector in the benefices of Wem, Lee Brockhurst and 
Weston-under-Redcastle would be accepting an invitation to join us in this pilgrimage of faith. 
We will do all we can to support you to grow as a disciple, deepen your vocation and be a 
confident bearer of the good news of Jesus Christ so that you are equipped and ready to do 
the same for those with whom you are called to share in ministry. Is God calling you to join us? 

†Sarah, Shrewsbury 



The stone went straight through the church window and suddenly the sentence ‘Glory to God 

in the Highest’ became ‘Glory to God in the High st.’ But the church decided to replace the ‘e’ 

with plain glass. It dawned on them that Christianity is as much about discovering the beauty 

and goodness of God on the high street as it is about contemplating it in the Heavens.  

Pope Francis would agree. He has coined the phrase ‘missionary disciples’ to describe the 

calling of all Christians. He says that following Jesus is not just about ‘a personal relationship 

with God.’ The peace we experience inside us needs to be taken outside us to others through 

practical service and gentle proclamation. When Jesus spoke of the Kingdom of God it 

included the transformative influence of God upon the life of society, the needs of the poor 

and the well-being of the natural world. We must not be afraid, says Francis, of a ‘bruised, 

hurting and dirty mission.’ 

Wem Parish Church stands in the Anglo-Catholic tradition, putting the Eucharist at the centre 

of its worship. But at the centre of Eucharistic worship we find a missional imperative: ‘This is 

my blood shed for you, and for the many.’ The closer we are to Jesus, the more we experience 

his love going outwards from the altar to the streets. This market town needs a priest with that 

kind of vision. And so too do the villages of Lee Brockhurst and Weston-under-Redcastle. 

Those parishes offer opportunities for rural ministry and mission, expanding the challenge and 

opportunities for worship and outreach in smaller communities. S/he will find enthusiastic and 

dedicated help in all three churches.  

So if you are a priest excited by glimpsing God’s glory both inside and outside the church, and 

probably more outside than inside, then your ministry will thrive here. Also because of the 

Shaping for Mission process across Lichfield Diocese you will be stepping into a church climate 

which is open to change, innovation and creativity.  

God needs both missionary disciples and missionary priests in today’s Church. If that prospect 

excites you – this might well be the appointment for you and we hope you will come and find 

out more. 

Paul W. Thomas 

Archdeacon of Salop 



Wem and Whitchurch Deanery 
Thank you for showing an interest in these wonderful Churches in the market town of Wem 

and the villages of Lee Brockhurst and Weston under Redcastle, in the heart of North 

Shropshire. 

This is a very exciting and challenging time for our deanery as we work together to develop 

and implement a vision for the future within the diocesan initiative ‘Shaping for Mission’. As 

the most central benefice within the Wem and Whitchurch Deanery, there is obvious potential 

for the new incumbent to play a significant role in how our new vision comes to fruition. 

What is Shaping for Mission? 
“Shaping for Mission” is the process across Lichfield Diocese to strengthen our life 

of discipleship, vocation and evangelism while facing significant reduction in 

financial income. 

We are working together as people of hope to make our mission sustainable in 

filling our diocesan vision.” (Diocese of Lichfield website) 

What does that actually mean for us in this Deanery? 

For starters, it means that our 21 churches have been asked to think about areas where we can 

work together. A team of both Laity and clergy have been looking at our strengths and 

weaknesses, opportunities and challenges. We have been working to produce a vision on how 

this might be achieved. 

This has led to our agreed Deanery Vision: 

“To help our churches to be filled with confident disciples of Jesus Christ and to be 

an effective Christian presence in the communities we serve.” 

The intention behind this vision is to grow the Kingdom of God in our deanery. We want 

churches to be excited, encouraged, equipped and empowered across many forms of ministry. 

If you want to learn more about the research that led us to this vision (which will give you a 

good overview of our Deanery) and to see the detail of what the vision might include, there 

are two videos available to watch on YouTube: 

1. Our Findings – tinyurl.com/shaping1

2. The Vision – tinyurl.com/shaping-vision

If appointed, you will be a valued member of our Deanery Chapter and enjoy the fellowship 

and support of your fellow clergy. 

Adam Clayton. Rural Dean 
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Wem Area Benefice Combined Profile for St Peter and 

St Paul’s, Wem, St Luke’s, Weston-under-Redcastle and 

St Peter’s, Lee Brockhurst. 

Our benefice was formed in 2016 combining three parishes to create a diverse community of rural 

and towns-people all privileged to worship, live, work, and receive education in the beautiful 

surrounds of North Shropshire.  

We seek a new Rector to help us grow our combined community in faith, hope and love. 
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Location and Travel 
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Wem,+Shrewsbury/@52.8044195,-

2.8284326,10.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x487a90b1da9b9fdb:0x6a01595f6dc4811a!8m2!3d52.853637!4d-2.726712 

To the south and west of our benefice you will find the rolling landscape of the Shropshire Hills, the 

castles of the Marches and beyond them Snowdonia and the North Wales coast. 

Our benefice is located approximately 10 miles north of 

Shrewsbury and our parishes are accessed off the A49 

Shrewsbury to Whitchurch Road. The A49 and A41 also 

give easy access to Liverpool, Manchester and 

Birmingham in an hour plus by car. Wem has a railway 

station with regular trains to Whitchurch, Shrewsbury 

and Manchester as well as the Midlands and further 

North, and also to Cardiff and South Wales, via Crewe. 

Smaller centres such as Chester, Stoke on Trent, Telford 

are a 30-40 minute drive away, as is the M54 with 

connection to the M5 and M6.  

Weston-Under-Redcastle and Lee Brockhurst are within 

a 5 minute drive of each other, and both are a 10-15 

minute drive from Wem. 

The universities of Chester, Wolverhampton, 

Staffordshire, Harper Adams, Wrexham and Keele are a 

short commute away. The University of Chester has a 

campus in Shrewsbury and Wolverhampton has a 

campus in Telford. 
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Person Specification for our New Rector. 

 ֍֎֍ 

We hope our new incumbent will: 

• Be energetic and enthusiastic, with a sense of humour

• Encourage us towards a deeper understanding of our faith in Christ and its practical

implications.

• Work with us to accept the challenge of opening up to people of all ages, especially younger

people, amongst our surrounding communities.

• Help us develop a vision for our benefice which is imaginative, compassionate, forward-

looking and inclusive.

We will support our new incumbent by: 

• Growing in responsibility and confidence in community life and lay ministry.

• Providing administrative support.

• Ensuring that physical and spiritual rest and refreshment are given the right priority.

֍֎֍ 
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Parish Profile 

St Peter and St Paul’s, Wem, Shropshire 
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 WEM? WHERE’S THAT? 

‘The women of Wem and a few Musketeers 
Beat the Lord Capel and all his Cavaliers.’ 

Wem is a small, proudly independent historic market town, ten 

miles north of Shrewsbury in rural North Shropshire, with a 

population of just over 6000.  Its main claim to fame is as the 

birthplace of the modern Sweet Pea, bred by local resident 

Henry Eckford in the 1880s and celebrated by the town ever 

since.  Its traditional agriculturally-based industries of brewing, 

tanning and dairy and timber processing declined through the 

latter half of the last century, so that the town centre is now 

quieter and less bustling than it once was. Many of the working 

population travel to work outside the town via car or train. 

However, residents of Wem speak of it as a friendly and sociable 

place, with an active and forward-looking Town Council and a great sense of community.  There are 

a large number of groups and societies, from the Civic Society to Bowls clubs - mainly organised by 

active retired people.  Over the past two years of the Covid pandemic willing volunteers have 

provided valuable support for those who have been isolated or shielding. 

The town is growing slowly with the construction of new housing.  

Although there are slightly more older people in Wem than the county 

average, families are being attracted to the town by somewhat lower 

property prices and its excellent primary and secondary schools: St 

Peter’s Church of England Primary School and Thomas Adams Secondary 

School and Sixth Form.  There is a well-run Youth Club, flourishing Scout 

and Guide groups, a youth theatre group, sports facilities on the well-

equipped recreation ground, and a swimming pool.  There is a library, a 

medical practice, a social centre in the Town Hall and selection of shops 

and eating places. 

Community events include a very popular Carnival, spring and autumn 

food and craft markets, Christmas celebrations and the Remembrance 

parade.  Until 2019 a Sweet Pea Festival was held in July - both a horticultural show and an excuse 

for the town to turn out and enjoy themselves.  A newly formed group plans to revive the tradition. 

At least since Saxon times there has been a church on the site where SS. Peter and Paul stands. The 

sandstone building has survived at least two major reconstructions, the first after the Great Fire of 

Wem which destroyed the town in 1677, the second in 1886.  It stands at a road junction which was 

once the focal point of Wem High Street, but is now somewhat off-centre, which is perhaps symbolic 

of the church’s place in the town’s present-day consciousness.   Nevertheless, the town still turns 

out for the annual Civic Service and on Remembrance Day; and in normal times Christmas and Easter 

see augmented congregations. A virtual tour of the Church of SS Peter & Paul is found here 

https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=GhkYZF8eerU   
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Wem has a long tradition of religious independence and dissent – William Hazlitt, early 19th century 

freethinker, grew up here as the son of a Unitarian minister.  Today there are Methodist, Baptist, 

Roman Catholic and Quaker places of worship, with a number of joint activities organised under the 

umbrella of Churches Together in Wem.   

WHO ARE WE? 

In common with most Anglican churches, especially in rural 

areas, our regular congregation has declined and is mainly aged 

over 60.  The electoral roll currently stands at 97.  The COVID 

effect has inevitably brought average attendance numbers down 

in 2020-21 to 35 between the two Sunday services, with 45 on 

Easter Sunday and 88 including the Crib Service at Christmas.  A 

good number attended an informal outdoor Carol Service on the 

church lawn.  There were 13 funerals, 12 interments of ashes, 23 baptisms and 4 weddings. 

We are blessed with 3 active retired clergy and a Reader Emeritus, and a cohort of hard-working 

office-holders fulfilling the usual lay functions which keep the 

church running.  A recent concern has been the lack of 

administrative support for the incumbent.  The PCC has agreed 

that this should be an important area to be explored with the 

appointee. 

Clergy and lay people have been actively involved in numerous 

community activities such as the Food Bank and Food Hub, a 

Good Neighbours scheme, Wem Climate Change Action Forum 

and the Youth Club, but there is a perception among the 

congregation that we have yet to rise to the challenge of 

opening the doors of the church and reaching into the 

community as representatives and channels of the love of 

Christ.  Someone in our community recently remarked that “...there is a town perception of the 

church that ‘it wasn’t for them’ “.  This concerns us deeply, especially with regard to younger people 

and families, and we see it as the major challenge for a new incumbent. 

Sunday services (8am and 9.45am) are mainly Eucharistic and follow the Common Worship pattern; 

we have also been used, pre-Covid and pre-interregnum, to a midweek Communion and other 

festival celebrations.  Music is led by the organ and, until recently, a small choir.  In general, the 

congregation is quite traditional in its expectations of worship style, especially those who have lived 

in the parish for all or most of their lives.  Nevertheless, many would agree that “we need to move 

into the 21st century” and are open to different forms of expression.  As in most rural churches, 

there is a broad range of backgrounds and preferences amongst regular attenders, and some would 

welcome greater variety and an acknowledgement of different churchmanships and points of view. 

Prior to the COVID pandemic a consultative Worship Group was brought together to explore some 

new possibilities in worship patterns, and, as a result a shorter, less formal Service of the Word 

aimed at families was introduced on one Sunday in the month.  This has been reintroduced with the 

lifting of pandemic precautions.   A monthly evening lay-led Contemporary Service had been enjoyed 
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by a small congregation for a number of years before that.  It remains that there is a distinct desire 

amongst many of the congregation, when consulted recently, to be bolder in discovering more 

relatable forms of worship, to increase lay involvement and leadership, and above all to learn how to 

communicate with those who are not yet part of our Church. 

 When asked what is the best thing about SS. Peter & Paul’s, most regular attenders will say it is its 

friendliness and welcoming attitude to those who come within its doors.  During the pandemic we 

really missed the social contact of meeting after services for a hot drink and a chat, the monthly 

Saturday coffee mornings to which all are welcome, and occasional Sunday lunches in the Castle 

pub.     

Through the pandemic we learnt a lot about using technology to keep in 

touch, and would want to use its resources better in future in missional 

mode.  Zoom enabled the PCC to continue to meet, as did a weekly 

intercessory prayer group.  In 2021 a Lent study group met online and 

continued through the summer following the Bishops’ teaching course on 

the Bread of Life.  This Lent we have been able to meet in person, and 

those who attended are keen to establish a regular home group.   A Bible 

study group has now resumed meeting in a home once a month.  Our 

annual Day of Prayer, organised by the intercession group, went online in 2020 and 2021.  Instead of 

prayer stations in the church visual and written material was provided for people to use at home, 

with an encouraging level of take-up.  The response to some experiments in on-line worship for the 

major festivals has also been encouraging and these can be observed here 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClyN3r9Msq4WIdLL5TUucrw/videos. Numbers accessing our 

website at http://www.wemcofe.co.uk/ are definitely in excess of those who would normally attend, 

and we also use A Church Near You for advertising major festivals.  An aspiration for the future 

would be to explore more ways in which modern technology can be used to involve and 

communicate with a wider potential congregation, especially those for whom social media are the 

default method of finding community.    

In 2018 the Church adopted a Mission Action Plan. A recently updated version can be viewed on our 

website (see above) summed up by the vision statement “To be an inclusive church serving our 

community of Wem through Prayer, Presence and Proclamation”.  Although some of the targets set, 

such as the Pilgrim Course, held in 2018, have been achieved, many others have had to be 

postponed due to Covid-19.  In 2021 the PCC approved our affiliation with Inclusive Church 

(https://www.inclusive-church.org/).  

SCHOOLS 

St Peter’s School (https://stpetersschoolwem.org.uk/)  is very 

important to the church’s mission to the young people of Wem.  

As well as involvement with the Governing Board (there are also 

two lay Foundation Governors), past incumbents, and currently 

one of our retired clergy, have regularly taken assemblies and 

brought classes into the church as part of the RE curriculum.   



8 

The school comes to church for services at Christmas, Easter, Harvest and the Leavers’ service at the 

end of the summer term.  The Headteacher, who has bought into the Diocesan Service Level 

Agreement, is very keen to maintain good links with the Church and 

would welcome any further initiatives.   

Thomas Adams’ School (https://thomasadams.net/) is supported by 

a part-time Chaplain, Revd. Deborah Walton, who holds a Deanery 

post, also serving Sir John Talbot School, Whitchurch.  Both 

secondary schools receive pupils from the 12 Church of England 

Primary Schools in the Deanery.  We should see it as a priority for 

the Rector to be involved with the Chaplaincy work (as time allows) and to be part of the team of 

local clergy delivering School Assemblies at Thomas Adams on a half termly basis.  The School 

Chaplain is currently seeking to develop a volunteer team of lay chaplains to extend the existing 

work.   

THE DEANERY 

Wem parish comes within the Wem and Whitchurch Deanery, 

consisting of 21 parishes scattered over a large rural area.  In 2021 

the Deanery began the process of applying the Diocese’s Shaping for 

Mission plan, “to strengthen our life of discipleship, vocation and 

evangelism while facing a significant reduction in financial income”.  

Current initiatives to encourage mission at a Deanery level include 

the recruitment of lay chaplains for Church of England schools, 

forming “Open the Book” teams to visit and take school assemblies, 

and offering pastoral support to the farming community. 

BRICKS AND MORTAR 

The church is a Grade II listed building substantially rebuilt in the 19th century on its mediaeval 

foundations.  Following a major restoration project in the early 2000s and subsequent attention to 

maintenance it is, according to the Quinquennial report in 2019, in a good state of repair, although 

some outstanding needs remain, for which funds have been set aside.   

Adjacent to the church is the church hall, a former market hall.  A new 

heating system was installed in the main meeting space in 2020, and 

refurbishment of the kitchen is ongoing thanks to a generous gift.  The 

hall is available for lettings and is used by a playgroup, Guides and 

Brownies and Wem Community Choir as well as for church events.  

There are substantial rooms on the upper floor, currently unused and 

in need of renovation but with great potential. 

The churchyard, now only used for the interment of ashes, is well 

maintained.  The P.C.C. also has responsibility for the Victorian 

Whitchurch Road Cemetery and its chapel, open only for second 

burials.  The Town council contributes to maintenance, in recognition 

of the fact that it was bequeathed to the whole town.  A voluntary 
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body, the Friends of Whitchurch Road Cemetery, takes care of day-

to-day oversight and raises funds.   

The Rectory is 10 minutes’ walk away on the Ellesmere road, a 
modern detached 4-bedroom house set back in a substantial garden 
behind hedges. The Diocese is currently installing a new kitchen, 
bathroom and heating system.  A virtual tour is available 
https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=55NT84WyAjK 
https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=9cxqosQhGGL.  

FINANCE 

Thanks to an earlier drive to encourage planned giving via standing order, congregational giving has 

remained relatively stable through 2020/21, although other income dropped.  The Parish Share is 

fully paid up to date.  Thanks to some very generous legacies we are in a sound position as we move 

forward with: Reserve Fund £225,000; Investment Fund CBF Share Holdings as at 31/12/2021 market 

value Unrestricted £3,461, Restricted £43,757.  The accounts for the year 2021 have yet to be 

audited. 

 ֍֎֍ 

֍֎֍ 

LOOKING FORWARD 

As part of the preparation of this Profile, the congregation were consulted through a questionnaire.  

St Peter and St Paul’s 

Questionnaire Age 

Demographic & Service 

attendance 

23 respondents most of 

whom attend the main 

service 
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Who we are as a Church – what we like about ourselves? 

We seem to get 4 things right – a beautiful space, faithful people, fellowship and worship.  Music still 
plays a key role and we know we have a good location in the town  

Areas where we think we can improve? 

Most of us want to reach out to our Community better and many of us want to emphasise growing 
our discipleship using teaching and learning together in small groups: we would like more diversity in 
services and to embrace modern technology to enhance worship and mission. 
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How we hope to look in 10 years-time? 

Undoubtedly, we want our Church to still be here! with an emphasis on larger congregations made 
up of the varied community of Wem, modernising our worship and using our space better. 

The evidence from the questionnaire suggests that  

We are friendly, faithful, occupy a beautiful sacred space, with good Eucharistic worship and music. 

We would like to engage better with, and be more enriched by our local Community, vary our 

worship to improve inclusivity, include more of our congregation in growing their faith, modernise 

our worship and music. 

֍֎֍ 



 

St  Luke’s  Parish  Church 

Weston – Under – Redcastle 

PARISH PROFILE 

St Luke
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HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND 

Built in 1791 the church originally consisted of a nave and the western tower only.  It was in 

the main financed by Sir Richard Hill, second baronet of Hawkstone.  The primary building 

materials are large red 

sandstone blocks.  The west 

tower wall consists of a broad 

lancet window and the tower is 

capped with 4 Gothic pinnacles, 

cornice and parapet.  In 1879 (in 

the 54th year of the curacy of 

the Rev’d John Hill) the chancel 

was erected along with a vestry 

on the south side but this time 

completed with smaller ashlar 

rock faced sandstone blocks.  

Considerable alterations 

simultaneously took place  

including a replacement collar 

braced roof, new 

arches/doorways in the south wall 

and a porch of wood and stone 

was added.  Internal features 

include four stained glass 

windows, numbered pews, the 

Binns organ and an octagonal 

font.  The organ was a donation in 

1933 by the Ashton family. 

Substantial tower renovations 

were carried out in 2007. The war 

memorial is affixed to the inside 

of the south wall.   

The church is the focal point of the village, is neatly kept and is a grade 2 listed building.  It is 

the resting place of many of the Hill family. 

Adjacent to the north wall is a dedicated area for the interment of cremated remains. 

West  stained  glass  window 
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St  Luke’s 

ECCLESIASTICAL  BACKGROUND 

St Luke’s Parish church had formerly been a chapelry in the Parish of Hodnet.  On 1st 

December 2014 Weston-Under-

Redcastle became a separate 

ecclesiastical parish for the first time, 

so it is now the parish church of St 

Luke.  The District Church Council 

became the Parochial Church Council 

and the parish became part of the 

Rural Deanery of Wem and 

Whitchurch. 

On 1st January 2016 the Parish of 

Weston joined with Wem and Lee 

Brockhurst as a benefice and Reverend 

N P Heron, previously Priest in Charge, 

became the first Rector. 

WESTON-Under-REDCASTLE  TODAY 

The Parish population of Weston-

Under-Redcastle 2018 (source: 

Shropshire Council census) is 294 

comprising 112 occupied 

households.  71.6% declared 

themselves as Christian.  An 

average Council Tax banding as 

used by the Diocese of Lichfield 

for Parish Share purposes is E1. 

A range of properties comprise 

remnants of the Hill family estate 

from black and white cottages to 

converted farm worker’s cottages 

and more recently different styles 
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of low profile and modern detached houses.  Lord Rowland Hill was the first protestant Lord 

Mayor of London and he is commemorated outside the Shirehall in Shrewsbury.  The estate 

was finally broken up and sold after the Great War. 

The village hall – brick built, bequeathed by Sir Beville Stanier and extensively refurbished by 

way of a lottery grant in recent years provides a social centre.  Outside is a children’s play 

area and barbecue patio.   

Whilst the composition of residents is mainly retired and/or professional persons the village 

comprises two large employers in the leisure sector:- 

Hawkstone Park Hotel – hotel and conference centre with two prestigious golf courses and 

club facilities.  A major part of the hotel business is wedding receptions and whilst the hotel 

is licensed for weddings the church of St Luke being within walking distance often attracts 

couples wishing a Christian traditional wedding with a reception at the hotel.  The hotel 

complex also includes the Hawkstone Follies – a Grade 1 listed landscape open to the public. 

Hawkstone Hall – a 550yr old grade 1 listed 18th century mansion formerly part of Lord 

Rowland Hill’s estate.  This residence has very recently undergone an extensive restoration to 

provide a prestigious 40 bedroom hotel and weddings venue also. 

Other establishments too, provide generous support to the church and work closely with the 

church to provide holy matrimony and wedding receptions. 

Holy  Matrimony  -  St  Luke 

By way of promoting what St Luke’s can offer a wedding pack has been produced and is 

updated regularly.  This can be found on the Weston website as below:- 

Church News - Weston Under Redcastle Parish Council (westonunderredcastlepc.org.uk) 

The wedding pack can be accessed from the Church News page. 

Many couples give feedback on what is a very useful first port of call for FAQs. 

Additionally the facilities described in this pack provide useful information when arranging 
funerals, baptisms and memorial services.  
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02 Dec 2021 

FABRIC  BACKROUND 

The Church is QI compliant and much of the monies raised have been ploughed back into 

maintenance and improvements – faculties granted. 

The Parish Share is always paid in full by year end – 2021 is already fully paid – and all 

statutory requirements paid.  The church is insured by Ecclesiastical Insurance.  St Luke is also 

H+S and disabled compliant.  Ramps are available for wheelchair access etc. 

Each year, on top of the volunteer work given, the church pays some £2,000 to a contractor 

for grounds and churchyard annex maintenance.  The parish council does make a 

contribution to grounds maintenance but is forbidden in assisting elsewhere.  Projects over 

recent years include:- 

2000 – Complete organ rebuild (£12,000) 
2007 – Major church tower renovations (£124,000) 

Sound system installed (£4,000) 
2010 – Tree removal (QI requirement £1,500) 
2011 – Windows/stonework renovations (£3,500) 
2013 – Lich gate and wall repairs (£3,500) 
2016 – Carpentry/re-decoration (£4,000) 

Outside WC installation (£3,500) 
2018 – Pathway replacement (£7,000) 
2019 – Lighting replacement (£3,000) 
2020 – Part wall rebuilding (£6,000)  
2021 – Tower clock major rebuild £7,000) 

Church music is provided regularly by two dedicated organists plus the church is fortunate 

enough to be able to call on other organists for assistance as required. 

REMEMBRANCE  

Eight soldiers from local families – one still in existence - are 
remembered from WWI and two are remembered from WWII.  
Remembrance each year is a major service and to commemorate 
2018 each grave was visited on The Somme, a cross left and an 
exhibition set up in the church.  We will remember them. 
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INTERACTION  WITH  THE  VILLAGE  AND  FUNDRAISING

St Luke’s is at the geographical centre of the village. 

Sunday attendance is as per annex A.  There is a service every week unless there is a joint 

service held at one of the other churches in the parish.  However, many more residents do 

support the church both practically and financially.  Everyone ‘mucks in’. 

Many projects could not have been fulfilled without wider spread support.  An example of 

this is the tower clock renovation currently underway.  The whole cost has been met by 

village determination alone. 

The annual church fete 

moved upwards about 10 

years ago into becoming a 

successful village show to 

support local charities, the 

village hall and the church. 

The church also hosts 

concerts again bringing 

villagers together. 

Many families choose the 

church for baptisms, 

weddings and funerals 

which is why the area for 

cremated remains has seen 

many interments this year.  

Harvest festival sees a good interaction between village and church and the service is usually 

followed by an evening meal in the village hall.  Prepacked goods are now more generally 

donated which are then sent to the Food Bank for needy distribution.  This also happens at 

other times of the year.   Major festivals are well supported and the Carol service always sees 

the church filled to capacity. 

St Luke also supports the Shropshire Historic Churches Trust. 

Emeritus church warden inspecting the village show ground 
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Annex  A 

PARISH  OF  WESTON - UNDER - REDCASTLE   –   DEANERY  OF  WEM  AND  WHITCHURCH 

Churchwardens Arthur  Fox (Emeritus) 

Helen  O’Neill 

Frank  Hosie-Kingham 

Sylvia  Griffiths  (Deputy) 

Treasurer Colin  Holloway 

PCC Secretary Daphne  Evans 

Parish Population 294  (2018) 

Churches in Parish St  Luke. 

Village Hall Not  church  owned. 

Parish Church Late 18th century. Last quinquennial inspection 
2016. 

Land Owned Churchyard  burial  ground  annex. 

Church Services See  annex B. 

Form of Robes Used Traditional  (formal). 

Churchmanship Central plus. 

Lay Participation Churchwardens and other members of the 
congregation.  Reading rota regularly updated. 

Music Binns  pipe  organ. 

Electoral Roll 2020:  71 
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2019* 

Average Sunday Attendance 24 

Baptisms 3 

Christmas Communicants 150 

Easter Communicants 39 

Weddings 1 

Funeral/Burial of Ashes 0 

Sunday School Membership 0 

Teenage Activities 0 

Confirmation Candidates 0 

PARISH MAGAZINE Published 10 times a year in conjunction with Wem, 
edited by Pam Clarke, Rose Cottage, Lee Brockhurst. 

FINANCES 

Year ending 31 Dec 19 

Current account £6516.47 

Church giving within the UK £290.00 

Church giving abroad £0.00 

Outstanding loans £0.00 

Lay Reader’s annual travelling expenses £0.00 

Parish share 2021  £9271.00 

*Note on finances:-

1. Data taken from 2019 being the last representative year.  Covid distorts figures for 2020 to present.

2. As a safety net GA income and collections will always cover Parish share leaving fund raising to cover church
mission, maintenance and capital expenditure.
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PARISH PROFILE 

St Peter 
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GENERAL STATEMENT BY THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, LEE BROCKHURST 

THE PERSON 

We are seeking an energetic and enthusiastic priest who will build on the established 

substantial foundations already laid, and help us to further develop the Church within the 

parish, whilst also being sensitive to the requirements of a rural parish.  A person with: 

 a warm personality who communicates well with all ages and social backgrounds;

 compassion, with an ability and willingness to listen;

 a strong desire to be part of our close-knit community;

 sociability and a good sense of humour;

 a willingness to embrace both traditional and more progressive styles of worship;

 the ability to help, with all of us, to encourage people of all ages into the Christian

faith and active Church membership, working together with all churches in the

Benefice, and through the Diocese ‘Shaping for Mission’ initiative.

LEE BROCKHURST 

We are a generous and loving community with a population of approximately 130, and of this 
total, there are eight children under 16. 

Many of the older houses have survived and there are six Grade II listed buildings, with the 
oldest dating from around 1450.  In more recent years the village has expanded, and there is 
currently a small area which has very recently undergone development.  It is, therefore, very 
much a mix of old and new architectural design.  The majority of the houses are owner-
occupied, and there is no low-cost housing scheme in operation. 

There are three working farms within the parish, which are a mix of dairy, beef and arable; 
there is one other rural business within the village which creates employment, the timber 
merchant Benbow Brothers, and, lastly, two small businesses; Proffitt Industrial Fasteners 
and Simcock’s garden ornaments. 

Like most rural communities today, there are very few members of the village who have jobs 
associated with the countryside.  The majority has employment outside the village in a range 
of professional, business or service industries. 

In common with other rural villages of similar size in Shropshire, there are very few facilities. 
The village has no post office, village shop, public house or school.  Primary school children 
attend either Clive Primary School, which is approximately two miles away, or St Peter’s 
Primary School in Wem, which is approximately four miles away.  Both primary schools are C 
of E-aligned academies.  Unless attending one of the prestigious private schools in the area, 
those children of secondary age attend Thomas Adams School in Wem.  Thomas Adams 
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benefits from a Secondary Schools’ Chaplain, who is shared with the other Secondary School 
in the Deanery, St John Talbot School in Whitchurch.  There is no regular public transport 
from the village and, therefore, access to the use of a car is essential. 

There is a village hall, erected in the village shortly after the First World War, and the building 
and site are owned by the Church.  The hall is leased by the Church to village-appointed 
trustees, assisted by a village management committee, on a long Lease.  This is through an 
Albermarle Scheme which has the approval of the National Charity Commissioners as a 
registered charity.  The Lease has recently been extended which has enabled the committee 
to undertake extensive renovations and internal remodelling and new kitchen, and the 
finishing touches of these are currently underway. 

The village hall is a hub of village life, being well used for both church events and village 
social activities. 

Lee Brockhurst village hall 

ST PETER’S CHURCH AND ITS ROLE WITHIN THE PARISH 

St Peter’s Church is a 12C Grade II* listed building and is in generally good repair; there are 
no significant matters outstanding from the 2020 Quinquennial Review.  In the past 19 years, 
major repairs have been carried out on the bellcote and rewiring has also been completed.  
We have benefitted from membership of The Historic Churches Trust, with a grant towards 
the restoration of an important historic monument within the Church.  Under-pew tubular 
heaters were installed several years ago, new bell ropes and sallies replaced very old and 
worn out ones, the aisle and nave were carpeted, new alter frontals were made to denote 
the Church Seasons together with matching burse and veil.  Altar kneelers were made and 
the pew kneelers have been refurbished. 

The Churchyard is well maintained, and a noticeboard and bench are recent additions.  There 
is a fortnightly rota for cleaning and flower arranging. 
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In more recent years, the vestry has been reinstated with a new storage cupboard also being 
built.  In addition, the tympanum was repaired, also with the aid of a grant from The Historic 
Churches Trust and other donations. 

Styles and Traditions of Worship 

In normal times, this small rural Church is fortunate enough to be able to offer an Act of 
Worship each Sunday.  About 35 people, approximately 14 of whom come from outside the 
Parish, attend Worship at least once a month, and ages range from young children to 
pensioners.  The parish is lucky to be bucking the trend for rural churches in attracting, on 
average, double figure attendance each week. 

In the past, we have enjoyed a mix of Eucharist and Morning Prayer.  In addition, we have 
had joint Benefice services where there has been a fifth Sunday in the month.  Services have 
ranged from traditional, following the Book of Common Worship, to more modern services 
for Mothering Sunday, a Crib Service and an extremely popular evening Carol Service.  We 
also follow the Book of Common Prayer during Advent and Lent.  We have held our Patronal 
Festival Service outside on warm summer days and, during Covid times, the Carol Service was 
also held outside. 

The Church of St Peter’s is small and welcoming, with a strong sense of being a family; 
visitors and newcomers are greeted and welcomed.  Most members of the congregation are 
on the rota for reading the lessons, and two have permission to administer the Chalice; in the 
past, both adults and young people have come forward for confirmation. 

Within the Benefice, we have two congregation members who have been authorised by the 
Bishop of Shrewsbury to provide Extended Communion, one of whom is a member of Lee 
Brockhurst Parish.  We are also supported by several retired clergy where needed. 

The Church has also been granted Fair Trade status. 

As St Peter’s Church is the only place of Worship in the village, in the past we have held 
ecumenical services once a year, which we hope will continue.  Some thought has been given 
to a formal Ecumenical Welcome arranged between the parish, the Parish Priest and the 
Enabling Group of the Churches Together in Shropshire, but as yet this has not been possible. 

There is a Disclosure and Barring Service Policy in place in this church.  A member of the Lee 
Brockhurst congregation is the Safeguarding Coordinator for the Benefice, and members of 
the PCC have completed the Diocesan safeguarding training. 

THE FUTURE 

In the context of a very small community, Church members participate in all aspects of village 
life, and there is great support from the whole parish for Church fund-raising events.  Plant 
sales plus summer and autumn fayres raise vital funds for the Church.  In normal times, there 
is also a harvest supper alongside the traditional harvest auction, all of which are a great 
success socially and financially.   

There is also an ongoing collection for the Whitchurch Food Bank, with a monthly rallying call 
to the village as a whole.  The Church Wardens are coordinating this effort and the village 
community has embraced this enthusiastically. 
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The village community has also recently held a very successful fundraising event, in 
conjunction with St Lukes at Weston Under Redcastle, for funds and essential supplies for 
Ukrainian families. 

It is hoped to be able to utilise the space within the church in more varied ways in the future, 
to enable the provision of refreshments after services, and to include the church within more 
social activities in the village.  This is seen as a further way to encourage more engagement 
from the wider village community. 

In the past, the Parish has always paid its Parish Share, and is continuing to meet its 
obligations under the Common Fund.  We believe that the Parish, small as it is, articulates 
and demonstrates a vital mission and ministry, and we are confident that it will remain 
sustainable for many years. 

MUSIC 

St Peter’s Church was given a Hammond organ several years ago.  It was serviced in 2012 but 
is in need of some work at the moment. 

The current organist stepped in after the death of the previous organist in March 2012.  She 
was taught to play the piano from the age of seven and has continued to play throughout her 
life.  She is enjoying the challenge and works hard to provide music regularly for services and 
other occasions.  However, if the organist is absent there is a small music system, which was 
acquired by the church some years ago, which can play CDs if needed. 

Several members of the congregation are in the local Wem Community Choir and, therefore, 
the congregation is often in very good voice. 

St Peter’s Church uses Hymns Old and New, new Anglican edition.  During Advent we use 
Bible Lands Bethlehem Carol Book. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Lee Brockhurst is situated about three miles SE of Wem and is mentioned in the Domesday 

Book of 1086 as ‘Lege subtus Brockhurst’; the Old English name means a ‘clearing below the 

badger wood’.  It was then part of the Hundred of Hodnet, the only part of Shropshire held 

personally by Saxon Kings, Edward and, subsequently, Harold.  When the new Norman Lord 

took over the Parish, there were three manors, probably on the sites of the two presently 

existing farms, Lee Hall and Manor Farm, and the Manor House.  In the Civil War, the village 

saw not only King Charles I passing through, but the rear-guard action fought by Lord Capel’s 

forces.  At the end of the 18th Century, the village advertised its cock-fighting as well as the 

health-giving properties of the Lee Bridge bath which is in existence still. 

St Peter’s Church is set in the heart of the village.  It has a Norman nave, and in 1884 the 

Church was restored with the Chancel and Vestry added.  The Parish Register dates from 

1566.  After the dissolution of the monasteries, patronage was returned to the Lord of the 

Manor in 1539 and a vicarage was built.  It was a timber-framed, thatched house, situated at 

the west end of the churchyard.  Records show that it was occupied until at least 1742, but it 
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disappeared from the records when pastoral care was once again shared, initially with 

Weston-under-Redcastle and, much later, Wem. 
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PARISH OF LEE BROCKHURST 

DEANERY OF WEM AND WHITCHURCH 

Vice-Chairman of PCC Mr T. Wilton-Morgan 

Churchwardens Mrs E. V. Lusby 

Mr R. Ashton 

Treasurer Mr R. Ashton 

PCC Secretary Mrs P. Ashton 

Parish Population 130 approximately 

Social Grouping No relevant census information, as the Parish is 
too small 

Churches in Parish St Peter’s, Lee Brockhurst 

Lay Ministry None at present 

Village Hall See page two 

Parish Church Dating from mid-12th C, seating approximately 50 
in comfort.  Last quinquennial inspection 2020. 

Land Owned Small parcel of land owned on and around the site 
of the Village Hall 

Church Services See page three 

Form of Robes Used Traditional (formal) 

Lay Participation Churchwardens and other members of the 
congregation.  Reading rota regularly updated.  
Extended Communion available presently. 

Music See page four 

Electoral Roll 2020 – 20 2021 – 21 
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Due to the closure of the church during the 2020 pandemic lockdowns, figures are provided 
below for 2019 and 2021.  It should also be noted that there was a short lockdown in 2021 so 
those figures are slightly down as well. 

2019 2021 

Average Sunday Attendance 11 (46 Sundays) 11 (30 Sundays) 

Baptisms 0 1 

Christmas Communicants 19 18 (Morning Prayer) 

Easter Communicants 25 14 

Weddings 0 1 

Funeral/Burial of Ashes 1 0 

Sunday School Membership 0 0 

Teenage Activities 0 0 

Confirmation Candidates 0 0 

PARISH MAGAZINE Electronic only at present 

FINANCES 

At the time of writing, final accounts for 2021 have yet to be prepared, however, the 
approximate figures for the year ending 31.12.21 are as follows: 

Current account £14,500.00 

Church of England Investment Fund £19,000.00 

Profit & loss Accounts: Income £8,073.00 

Expenditure £6,819.00 

Profit £1,254.00 

Outstanding loans £0.00 
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Lee Bridge

Harvest Festival in the Church, Autumn 2021 
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Strawberry Tea, July 2021 

Wedding, August 2021 

Autumn Fayre, November 2021 

Millennium Green Plant Sale, Wem 
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