
THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ST THOMAS LYDIATE AND 

DOWNHOLLAND & ST CUTHBERT HALSALL. 

 

 

To be a welcoming Christian Community to all people: 

so that everyone may know the love of Jesus Christ. 
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Warm, friendly, rural communities 

3 amazing schools centred around the Christian ethos 

A community resource 

We are a rich pool of talents within a willing congregation 

to support the progressive future of the churches 

Ian Hopkins our Interim Minister also says,  

“The relationship with the schools and communities are 

truly impressive, a great platform for mission and ministry.” 
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Introduction 

We believe we have a really special Christian community so look at the rest 

of our profile to see what we are looking for in a Rector… 

Our United Benefice is situated in the wonderful rural communities of 

Lydiate & Downholland in Sefton/West Lancashire and Halsall in West 

Lancashire.  

Both parishes have long histories with Grade 1 and Grade 2 listed buildings 

which have idyllic settings, perfect for outdoor activities such as walking and 

cycling.  We are committed to being a bigger church making a positive impact 

in our communities. 

To get an insider view of our churches please watch our guided video tours 

by young people of our community who we are exceptionally proud of. 

    

You can Ctrl+click the images to access the videos or follow the links below: 

St Thomas - YouTube 

StCuthberts - YouTube 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nw5lP_vf1B8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ee4ZBASEW68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nw5lP_vf1B8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ee4ZBASEW68
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What are we looking for? 

We are looking for a Rector who will give us enthusiastic and sound 

leadership, who will preach the gospel for the twenty first century and 

provide pastoral care, not just for the church but for our wider 

community across both parishes. 

 

Specifically, we are seeking: 

❖ A compassionate mentor who can motivate members of our parishes 

and engage with the wider community providing pastoral care. 

 

❖ A confident leader who will inspire progression, facing challenges and 

innovation with courage, determination and tenacity  

 

❖ A spiritual person who holds the Eucharist at the heart of services 

 

❖ An effective communicator who is friendly, approachable, and able to 

build and maintain responsive relationships 

 

❖ An individual committed to working with our three successful schools 

so that the children and young people living in our communities 

experience the love of Jesus  

 

❖ A person who values the importance of Uniformed Organisations 

(Scouting and Guiding) within our community and strengthens links  

 

❖ A proactive person who enjoys working with other local churches, the 

wider cluster and Ormskirk Deanery.  
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Lydiate, Downholland & Halsall and the wider community  

 

 

Please watch our video slideshow Welcome to the United Benefice of 

St. Thomas and St. Cuthbert - YouTube to see what we love about our 

parishes. 

 

For further information please see the following websites: 

St Thomas' & St Cuthbert's (tsncs.church) 

Home | St Thomas Church of England Primary School 

(stthomaslydiate.co.uk) 

Halsall St Cuthbert's C.E. Primary School: Welcome 

Downholland Haskayne CE Primary School 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqFaN7rUNcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqFaN7rUNcs
https://tsncs.church/
https://www.stthomaslydiate.co.uk/
https://www.stthomaslydiate.co.uk/
https://www.halsall.lancs.sch.uk/
https://www.haskayne.lancs.sch.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqFaN7rUNcs
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The Church and Church Life 

THE CHURCH COMMUNITY AND ITS PEOPLE 

❖ Within the benefice the Rector will be supported by Glenys (NSM 

Curate) and David (Reader).  Additionally, there are local ordained 

ministers for cover and support. 

 

❖ Both churches have two Church wardens, active PCCs and standing 

committees who meet regularly. We are working towards joint PCC 

meetings and governance wherever possible. 

 

❖ The Parish Office supports the benefice and the Rector’s Secretary 

looks after the bookings for weddings, baptisms and the bookings for 

the Millennium Centre. 

 

❖ The Vergers, with support from volunteers, arrange funerals, 

interments and weddings and liaise with funeral directors, grave 

diggers, wedding planners and florists. 

 

❖ Both churches have a wealth of volunteers who do a wide range of 

activities from maintaining the grounds and fabric of the building to 

tutoring children for confirmation. 

 

❖ Fellowship and fun extends socially within the community with 

events such as the scarecrow festival, carols round the tree with the 

brass band, Christingles, Harvest and Remembrance Day being 

annual highlights. The men’s fellowship group attracts participants 

from both parishes. 

 

❖ During the pandemic we maintained existing and forged new links 

through our zoom services.  On occasions we had over 150 households 

participating, with everyone from the Hey-o Sunday school to older 

members of the community who had never used zoom before 

enjoying getting to know each other.  We had coffee together after 

the service, maintaining vital community support for everyone, 

including the sick and isolated.  Social events on zoom proved a great 
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hit with beer and hymns, quiz nights and a remotely filmed nativity 

all being enjoyed. 

 

❖ Following the online success of Hey-o Sunday School, a group of 45 

families has gathered with approximately 20 families attending 

regularly enjoying craft activities and family worship. 

 

❖ It is noticeable that people are still turning to our churches at 

important moments in their lives whether online during Covid, for 

baptisms (approximately 60 a year), weddings (approximately 10 a 

year) and funerals (approximately 15-30 a year). 

 

❖ Presently we have: 

o 8am BCP at St Thomas’ (averaging 20 attendees)  

o 9.30am Sung Eucharist at St Cuthbert’s (ranging from 28 to 50 

attendees) 

o 11am Sung Eucharist / Family / parade service at St Thomas’ 

(ranging from 25 to 200 attendees) 

 

❖ The Friends of St Cuthbert’s organise fund raising activities to 

maintain the fabric of the church. These social events include many of 

the wider community members who do not attend church but wish to 

support its upkeep. 

 

❖ Halsall News is produced by the parish and distributed to every 

household providing regular updates and connectivity 
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THE CHURCH AND ITS BUILDINGS 

 

St Thomas’ is a grade 2 listed building in good repair, with a recently installed 

boiler and updated electrical wiring. The churchyard is open to all residents 

living in the ecclesiastical parish of Lydiate and Downholland and those on 

the electoral roll.  The Millennium Centre opened in 2000 and is used for a 

variety of community events including Hey-o and provides a source of 

income. The Millennium Centre is where you will find the Parish Office, the 

Rector’s Secretary and parking. 

 

St Cuthbert’s is a Grade 1 listed building with a recently repaired spire and 

renovated choir vestry which is used for meetings and the Hey-o Sunday 

School group. The churchyard surrounds the church and is well maintained 

by a gardening company and volunteers from church.  Although the original 

graveyard is full a new area has now been dedicated for burials. To the front 

of the church there is also a wildlife area containing a path which leads 

towards the school called Bishop’s Walk. The church has a parish centre 

within the school which is available for functions on evenings and weekends.  
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Over the next few years, we wish to prioritise the 

following: 

Discipleship 

▪ Continuing to maintain our excellent connections with our local 

schools 

▪ Increasing regular church attendance from all sections of our 

community, including those baptised, confirmed and married in 

church.  Encouraging engagement with all residents in the United 

Benefice and providing support to the recently bereaved  

▪ Positively supporting and providing a welcoming, inclusive 

environment for all 

▪ In the future, building on the schools ministry to develop youth 

engagement (11-30) 

Vocation 

▪ Encouraging the personal development of the ministry team  

▪ Identifying and releasing the gifts of the wider Christian community 

so that more people take on active roles 

▪ Development of a pastoral team who can visit those unable to access 

church, providing outreach support 

Evangelism 

▪ Developing our website and other media to reach out to the wider 

community and to publicise what our Church does 

▪ Building on the current success of the children’s ministry to make it 

sustainable and enjoyable for all in the long term  

▪ Being bold and open to new ideas for mission in order to engage our 

communities 

▪ Building on the links within our local cluster enabling people to 

access personal spiritual development through a range of courses 

▪ Supporting diocesan initiatives 
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These priorities are a small reflection of the current challenges that our rural parishes face 

as a united benefice.  Having overcome the adversity of the pandemic, we wish to continue 

securing the future of our united benefice and are open to further ideas and development. 

 

Finance 

We are continuing to contribute our Parish Share to support the Diocese 

and in turn receiving their support. 

There is a need to increase regular financial giving to both churches, which 

are both involved with the Parish Giving Scheme.  There is a need to grow 

parish giving in terms of both membership and donation level in order to 

secure the future of the parishes. 

 

Accommodation 

The Vicarage is in Lydiate, adjacent to St Thomas’ and it is a modern 

detached house comprising a lounge, dining room, kitchen, utility room, 

study and cloakroom downstairs.   There are three double bedrooms, one 

single bedroom and a bathroom with a shower upstairs.  The gardens 

surround the vicarage and there is a garage. You can see the vicarage in the 

video about St Thomas Church.  

And Finally…. 

If God is calling you to Lydiate, Downholland and Halsall please answer his 

call. You can be assured of a warm welcome for you and all your family and 

all the support you need as you establish your ministry and lead us forward 

in the footsteps of St Thomas and St Cuthbert. 


