
Role Description 

Part-time (0.5) Incumbent:     Forcett and Aldbrough and Melsonby, 

The Stanwick Group of Churches. 

 

1) Details of the Post 

 

Title:    Part-time (0.5) Incumbent:     Sunday Ministry + 3 days per week 

Benefice:       Forcett, Aldbrough St John, and Melsonby 

Oversight:        The Bishop of Ripon  / The Bishop of Leeds 

Archdeaconry:   Richmond and Craven  -   Jonathan Gough 

Deanery:           Richmond  -  Revd Martin Fletcher 

 

2) Main Responsibilities: 
1 To nurture and develop a prayerful Christian Faith in all age groups in our three 

parishes made up of rural communities 
2 To promote mission in the local community through outreach and service 
3 To ensure people receive support, pastoral care and services including a range of 

weekly worship and services for festivals and baptism, weddings, and funerals. 
4  To engage with the local primary schools at Eppleby Forcett (CofE VC) and Melsonby 

(Methodist) Primary to maintain strong links between church and schools and 
involve children in church activity. 

5 To work closely with lay colleagues to develop their knowledge and skills in their lay 
ministries. 

6 To help develop the use of church buildings in jointly supporting church and 
community activity and demonstrating environmental concerns. 

7 To manage time with wisdom, care and consideration: to achieve the 0.5 timing 
requires a careful balance and help is available. 
 
 

3) Key Contacts 
• Churchwardens, Treasurers and Secretaries of 3 PCCs 
• Head teachers at Eppleby and Melsonby 
• Choir and organists 
• Community Groups 
• Area Dean, Richmond Deanery 
• Bishop Helen-Ann and Archdeacon Jonathan Gough 

 



 

 

 

4) Role Context 

The Benefice is situated in North Yorkshire at the northern limit of the Ripon Episcopal 
Area within the overall Diocese of Leeds. The three parishes total around 2000 residents 
with a mix of agricultural, home-working, commuter and retirement activities.  The 
Rectory is in Aldbrough, and each parish has its own grade II listed church.  The benefice 
has a private Chapel at East Layton, available for occasional services and when feasible  
(5th Sunday, summer only)  the congregation enjoys the use of Stanwick St Johns church 
which is vested in the Churches Conservation Trust. 

A faithful Benefice choir moves around the churches weekly for practice and worship.  
Each village has its own identity and each has a strong community spirit. Both Melsonby 
and Aldbrough host weekly Post Office and coffee morning events.  Melsonby uses the 
new kitchen, toilet and meeting room installed in Church in the last two years, and 
Aldbrough has a welcoming meeting space in the newly developed narthex.  They would 
like to see a continuing and developing Christian presence and to this end the 
congregation would love to see the incumbent help generate interest and faith amongst 
the young, from pre-school onwards.    All our secondary students travel by bus to 
Richmond, Darlington, and Barnard Castle. 

The Benefice appreciates the role of Rector and expects a warm presence and visibility 
in community life.   Since the pandemic lockdown, the benefice has shared Zoom 
services not only from the rectory and Melsonby Church but also with the Deanery (St 
Mary, Richmond) for both compline and communion.   After lockdown and in vacancy 
we have adopted a single weekly 10.30 service rota in the three churches where 
congregations average twenty to twenty-five people on average. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


