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6.  The Church Community 
 
The three congregations come mainly from their own local parishes.  
 
Each church family is supported well by laity, who are enthusiastic and keen to help at events. Each 
community has its own identity, but we recognise, as PCC’s that whilst this can be maintained, the 
governance of this by PCC members and the incumbent will present challenges. Three meetings and the 
administration of those, take away the time needed to engage in mission and outreach. We look forward 
to discussion with the new incumbent about if and how this could be taken forward. 

 
Following the pandemic, the service pattern has 
been two Sunday morning services in the 
Benefice.  There are currently no mid-week 
services. Typically, three Sunday services a 
month were led by the Rector at St Michael’s 
and Christ Church, and two at St Mary’s.  Each 
church has a monthly ‘All Age Worship’ service 
which is led by the benefice music group 
(Fusion).  This is a relaxed, child-centred service 
with craft activities, bible storytelling, bubble 
prayers and modern, uplifting worship and 
action songs.  The other services are normally 
Common Worship Communion. 
 
 

There have been benefice wide services on the 5th Sunday of the month, rotating between the churches. 
 
The service pattern has proved challenging; we look forward to working with the new rector to establish a 
more effective pattern that serves our mission.  We believe that this can be achieved by more effective use 
of our resources within the benefice. We look forward to discussions with the new incumbent as to how 
our service patterns can bring people a deeper relationship with God. 
 
Churchmanship can best be described as Lancashire Low Church and is based on Common Worship.  Dress 
style is relaxed, although the priest normally robes for the communion services.  Congregations encompass 
various theological beliefs but as village churches cater for all. 
 
During and since the pandemic, the three sets of Churchwardens have met regularly and joined forces to 
ease the administrative burden. The logical conclusion of this cooperation would be the creation of a joint 
board of Trustees as provided for by the new representation rules, and is thus being actively discussed. The 
new incumbent would be pivotal in furthering the se arrangements. 
 
There are plans to explore joint PCC meetings to minimise the diary commitments of the new incumbent.  
The lay leaders of the three churches have come much closer together during the pandemic and there is a 
desire for this to continue and deepen. 
 
The church wardens meet monthly to discuss and pray together on common themes such as special 
services, mission and best use of resources as well as just sharing ideas and thoughts. 
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St Mary’s, Trawden 
 
St Mary’s is the smallest of the three churches in the 
Benefice and pays 20% of the Benefice parish share and 
associated costs.    
There is a small PCC that meets approximately 5 times a year 
plus the annual church meeting.  One of the church wardens 
is also a Pastoral Authorised Lay Minister. 
 
In the past the Church congregation has been significantly 
larger, especially for all age and special services, and we 
believe that us demonstrates potential for growth in the 
future. 
 
St Michael’s, Foulridge 

 
Our PCC meets every two months plus the APCM.  
Currently, during the land sale, we have met more 
frequently. 
 
Pre covid we hosted ‘messy church’ every two months, 
and also held a Christmas messy church, which was very 
successful.  Pre covid we also had a Sunday school. 
 
We have one ALM in our congregation and another who 
is midway through his ALM training.  There are a large 
number of people who assist with readings and a group 
who prepare intercessions.  Prior to the lockdowns 
there was a house group who met for ‘lively’ bible 

study.  As well as our own choice of study we followed the diocesan Lent and Advent courses. 
 
Our church has a pastoral team that keep the vulnerable and housebound in touch with the church.  The 
new headteacher at St Michael’s school is very positive about increasing links with the church. 
 
Christ Church, Colne 
 
We are a happy, friendly, community Church, offering folk of all ages and 
backgrounds the opportunity to meet with, learn more about and 
worship God together. We have close links with Christ Church Church of 
England Primary school. Christ Church has a rich history celebrating 
traditional Church festivals and events as well as the privilege of sharing 
with many families in baptisms, weddings and funerals. Local people have 
strong connections to the Church often going back many generations. 
Everyone is very welcome. 
 
The Church has a dedicated pastoral care team who keep in contact with 
all present and some former parishioners who are unable to attend 
church. 
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All details relating to the 3 Parishes can be seen clearly in the below table: 

 

Church and Service  St Mary’s Christ 
Church 

St Michael’s 

Electoral roll  25 70 49 

Age profile of the church     

 0-17 7 10 8 

 18-69 18 20 17 

 70 7 50 20 

Occasional offices, 
celebrations etc 

    

 Baptisms 10 8 6 

 Weddings 1 3 2 

 Confirmations 
(adults) 

0 2 0 

 Confirmations 
(under 16) 

1 2 0 

Funerals     

 In church 10 4 12 

 At crematorium 1 1 2 

Normal weekly attendance     

 Adults 10 30 30 

 Under 16 1 2 2 

Easter     

 Adults 30 30 45 

 Under 16 7 5  

Christmas     

 Adults 30 30 60 

 Under 16 0 0  
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7.  The Church Buildings 
All three Churches consist of a main building and there are no separate parish halls.  They are large, 
attractive, stone built and visual focal points of their communities; with two being Victorian and one 
Edwardian.  However, their age is a drain on each parish’s resources. 

 

St Mary’s, Trawden 

The Church is very imposing sitting in an elevated position at the 
main junction in the centre of the village.  Inside it is simply 
decorated with fixed pews in a traditional layout.  It is now the 
only church of any denomination in the Parish 
 
The layout is ideal for special services with large congregations.  
For smaller, regular services a communion table is placed in 
front of the altar rail. 
    
The church seats 150.  The Balcony is not used routinely but can 
seat a further 20.  There is a small office facility in the balcony 
area, and the organ is in good condition.  There is a bell tower 

with the original clock and single bell.  It is a light and airy building and has a versatile worship space around 
the altar.  There is a small kitchen area in the vestry, although redecoration of this area is required. 
 
There is a modern sound and audio-visual system with a projector and screen. 
 
The Church is in a reasonable condition for its age.  The last quinquennial survey was in 2020. 
 
Lack of parking is a limiting factor, particularly for weddings.  The age of the building means that repairs are 
often expensive and are a substantial burden on the small congregation; therefore, we are keen to increase 
its use by the wider community. 
 
The churchyard is closed apart from for internment of ashes and any spaces in family graves.   
 
There is a pillbox memorial to WW1, with a plaque commemorating the fallen, along with generations of 
Trawden family graves.  There are three commonwealth war graves. 
 
There is a memorial wall and there are approximately three burials of ashes per year.  
 
Between the Churchyard and Trawden vicarage (currently for sale by the Diocese) there is a plot of land 
open to villagers and visitors.  This Peace Garden is a valuable community space, and has been used for 
open air Songs of Praise services.  The graveyard is maintained by Pendle Borough Council and the Peace 
Garden by Trawden in Bloom. 
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St Michael’s, Foulridge 

The Church stands at the entrance to the village on 
the south side, in a beautiful setting next to Lake 
Burwain, approximately 100 yards back from the main 
road.  It was built in 1905 to seat 300 people at a cost 
of £3000.  Today, following removal of some pews to 
facilitate disabled access, it seats 250.  It has a 
traditional layout with a long central aisle, a north 
aisle, two steps leading up to the chancel, choir pews 
and altar and there is a lady chapel to the south side 
seating 25 people.  Underneath is a large room (St 
Michael’s Room) with a kitchen and disabled facilities 
which can accommodate a maximum of 50 people. 

The building is in a good state of repair with the last quinquennial report highlighting no major work 
required.  There is a fabric committee led by a DCC member who regularly inspects the building and takes 
responsibility for any work needed. 

The graveyard is still open and is overseen by a graveyard manager.  We have been fortunate to employ 
someone to care for the churchyard, cutting grass and undertaking general maintenance.  It is a pleasure 
to walk around the churchyard. 

We are currently repairing our heating system with plans to install a new one, once the land sale is 
complete, and the financial future of the church is secure. 

 

Christ Church 

Consecrated in 1836, Christ Church is the oldest of the 
three churches in the benefice.  It commands a 
prominent position east of Colne on the A6068 Colne 
to Keighley Road.  The first vicar was formerly a curate 
of Patrick Bronte in nearby Haworth. 

The body of the church seats 250 people.  Some pews 
have been removed to create extra space in both the 
body and chancel of the church. 

The back of the church under the balcony has been 
screened off to create a narthex.  This is well used by 
groups and provides a valuable space for young 
children and their parents during services and has been 
used for Sunday school. 

There is a modern kitchen which is used at church services and for community use. 

There are advanced plans to rewire the Church as recommended by the last quinquennial report, and a new 
lighting system will also be installed.  Funds are currently being raised to pay for this work. 

The Church is in a reasonable condition for its age with just part of one of the stained-glass windows 
awaiting work. 
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The churchyard is closed apart from the internment of ashes and is maintained by the local council. 

There is a war memorial and some war graves.  Most gravestones have been laid down for safety and 
maintenance reasons. 

 

The Vicarage 

 

This is a fairly modern, detached house which was 
formerly the vicarage for Christ Church and is 
referred to as such.  It is centrally situated in the 
Benefice, and there is a short commute to each 
church. 

Sited above the road between Colne and 
Laneshawbridge and not far from Christ Church, it 
is surrounded by a pleasant sloping garden that 
benefits from the southerly aspect.  There are 
good views over open moorland towards 
Haworth. 

 

The building was designed as a vicarage, and there is a study near the front door and a toilet, allowing parish 
visitors to be accommodated without intruding on the main family space.  However, parishioners can also 
be met at each of the churches.  There are five bedrooms. 

The structure is in good repair and the Diocese are committed to providing a good standard of 
accommodation for their clergy. 
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8.  The Church Finances 
 
Like all charities our three churches have been impacted by the covid pandemic with reduced income but 
expenditure on parish share and buildings remaining at normal levels.  Work is underway to raise additional 
funds, especially through tax efficient regular giving from the wider community. 
 
St Mary’s 
The financial position of the Parish is that reserves are reasonable following the sale of the Parish Hall a few 
years ago but every year recently outgoings exceed income.  The PCC has adopted a cash accounting policy. 
 
Whilst the PCC are concerned about the financial position there is no pressing crisis.  Costs are kept to a 
minimum.  A stewardship campaign is being planned and the PCC would like this to be tied to the new 
Parish Giving Scheme, if the incumbent/Area Dean are supportive.  There are a significant number of non 
regular church goers who are part of our regular giving scheme demonstrating support from the village.  
This gives good potential to move to a financially stable future. 
 
No large items of expenditure are foreseen.  At the time of writing, repairs are being planned to a roof truss 
as identified in the QIR.  Some work is also required to the vestry decoration. 
 
The PCC meets all of its financial obligations. 
 
St Michael’s 
The financial position of the parish has been more strongly affected by lockdowns than could ever have 
been envisaged. 
 
We currently have no unrestricted reserves and are behind with our parish share.  Up until 2020 we had 
always paid our share in full.  Income was mainly from extremely successful events throughout the year 
and generous giving from older parishioners who we have now unfortunately lost.  Although we have no 
free reserves we do have £35,000 in restricted funds held by the diocese, which can be drawn on for any 
work on the church, such as new heating. 
 
The sale of surplus land for housing is well advanced and hope to complete this by late summer.  This will 
ensure the future of the church for years to come, and allow us to pay our parish share in full. 
 
A stewardship campaign is planned but on hold pending the sale of the land.  PCC discussions are ongoing 
regarding the best way forward with the heating, although major expenditure is not foreseen. 
 
Post pandemic we are looking to a brighter future and are actively planning fund raising events again. 
 
Christ Church 
The financial position of the Church is stable, although income needs to be boosted following the pandemic.  
Like St Mary’s, there are a number of regular donors who do not attend church regularly, which is a positive 
sign of local support. 

The PCC have adopted a policy of deferred expenditure accounting and following recent significant 
investment in the fabric of the church a charge of £4000 was incurred in the 2021 accounts, which is 
expenditure that has been paid for in the past. 
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The PCC have a quote for £51,900 on a major upgrade of the electrical system and lighting.  Funds are being 
sought to allow this work to start. 

The PCC meets all of its financial obligations. 

 

Finances 2021 St Mary’s St Michael’s Christ Church 

Parish Income 10,700 30,400 34,700 

Tax efficient 
planned giving 

6,200 14,500 20,300 

Parish expenditure 16,000 24,000 44,000 

Parish Share 10,100 23,500 27,900 

Reserves 95,500 0 44,400 

 

 

9.  Our Schools 
There are two voluntary aided church primary schools at Christ Church and St Michael’s.  In addition there 

are county primary schools in Laneshawbridge and 
Trawden. 

Church members sit on the Board of Governors of the 
church schools and also, until recently, of Trawden 
School.  The Vicar has been a governor of the church 
schools in the past but this formal role is not essential. 

All three parishes strongly value their links with the local 
schools and see this as an area for development and a key 
part of the incumbent’s role.  This represents a strong 
area for mission. 

The two non-church schools also have links with their churches and hold special services in church. 

The young are important and valued members of our church.  They are our future and we feel that a close 
relationship with the schools is a priority and should be cherished.  Building strong relationships with the 
schools are a key part of our vision for the future. 

There are no secondary schools in the benefice, with most pupils attending secondary school in Colne and 
then sixth form college near Nelson. 


