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10. Our Links Into the Wider Community  
 
All three churches are actively involved in their local communities and believe that this is a key part of their 
mission 
 
 
St Mary’s, Trawden 

 
The Church and its members are actively involved in 
many community events. These include carol singing 
in the local Pub, a flower and scarecrow festival with 
the flower festival inside the Church, and a short open 
air service at Trawden Show - one of the largest one 
day agricultural shows the north of England. 
 
This is an area that the PCC would like to build on, and 
more activities have been held in the past.  A recent 
meeting with the people leading the community 
projects showed that there is interest in closer links 
with the church, and the chair is a past church warden. 
 
Market research a few years ago showed strong 
village support for the Church especially for life 
events. Recent discussions have reinforced this view. 
There would be strong opposition to the closure of the 
church from villagers as well as the Diocese.  This is 
reinforced by the fact that many villagers participate 

in regular giving to church funds, even if they don’t attend church services. 
 
Remembrance Sunday is a significant event in Trawden starting with a service in Church and then a walk 
down to the war memorial.  The service at the war memorial is attended by a hundred or more villagers in 
all weathers. 
 
There are rainbows, guides and cub groups in the village who all used to attend a monthly church parade 
but no longer do so.  This followed the sale of the parish hall which was used by these groups and a 
loosening of relationships.  Some of the leaders have links with the Church, so this should be possible to re-
establish. 
 
There is also a playgroup, a new youth club and a very well supported Fellowship Group (retired people) in 
the village, all of which could be areas to explore.  
 
In summary there is a very strong sense of community in the Parish and existing relationships whilst 
extensive, could be developed further. 
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St Michael’s, Foulridge 
 
There is a long-established events committee who 
organise many and varied activities throughout the 
year.  The quizzes are very popular and attract groups 
from the village, and wider area.  Our Christmas fair is 
opened by children from the school.  We have 
pancakes and a beetle drive on Shrove Tuesday and 
celebrate on Maundy Thursday with a meal.  We have 
had ‘walks of faith’ around the village. 
 
Special services such as Christingle and Remembrance 
Sunday are particularly well attended.  We have a 

huge poppy cascade hanging from the church which the fire brigade hang for us.  After the church service 
we walk to the cenotaph for the laying of wreaths and a short service.  The number attending grows 
annually. 
 
A creche is held in St Michael’s room each Wednesday and is very popular with young mums.  In the past 
we have hosted wedding fairs and concerts by the youth choir. 
 
It is part of our mission statement that we reach out and share God’s love with the community. 
 
Christ Church, Colne 

 
The Church makes good use of its narthex and 
associated modern kitchen for community activities.  
Regular events include Brownies, knit and natter group, 
playgroup and monthly lunches for the elderly.  In 
addition, monthly meals are distributed to the 
housebound. 
 
The narthex is also used for church meetings. 
 
There are occasional concerts featuring local artists, 
and these are well attended.  There have been two 
recent concerts, one by a local folk singer and the other 
by Colne Orpheus Glee Union choir who have strong 
links with the Church. 

 
Christmas and Advent are major seasons at Christ Church with many activities and events that bring the 
local community into the Church and Church services.  Principal amongst these is Christingle which is so 
popular that two services are held, with the church being full both times. 
 
A Christmas tree festival sees the Church fully decorated for the occasion and this shows the Victorian 
building at its best.  Local organisations sponsor trees and there is a linked carol service. 
 
Carol singing takes place at both local hostelries and at an old people’s home. These events are popular 
with both church members from across the benefice and with the local community.  They raise valuable 
funds and increase the profile of the church in the community.  
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11. Our Vision 
 
‘Healthy Churches Transforming Communities’. 

 

Our vision is based on the Diocesan Vision 2026, which we are seeking to achieve.  

 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ 

Through increasing church attendance by offering forms of worship and theology that appeal to all in our 
village communities.  We aim to hold a variety of services with some especially appealing to people who 
have not attended church before.  A recent initiative has been the monthly lay led All Age Services led by 
our music group and we are keen to develop further. 

Being witness to Jesus Christ 

Being active in our local communities in social and pastoral areas.  All three congregations both organise 
and host events for both church members and the wider community.  The animal blessing at Trawden Show 
is a good example. 

Growing leaders for Jesus Christ 

By developing members of our congregations to support the rector in the challenging role covering three 
churches and providing services that meet our mission.  A number of members of each of the congregations 
have been assisted to become priests or to take up more formal lay roles in the church in the past few years.  
Some of our services are now led by lay people supported by coaching from the previous incumbent and 
others. 

Inspiring Children and Young People to raise up a new generation for Christ 

This is a key area for our benefice which is blessed with two VA church schools as well as two county primary 
schools.  By working closely with the schools to root their education in Christian values and bring them to 
confirmation and subsequently as active members of the churches.  Church members are active governors 
of the church schools, and all four primary school’s welcome visits from the rector.  Each church works to 
provide services for their local schools particularly at Christmas and Easter whether this is a school service 
with parents or as part of a wider service. 

 
Each Church values having a mission action plan and recognises that this needs to be shared across the 
benefice.   

Within all the Parishes, we are lucky to have a number of Vision Champions with varying degrees of 
experience.  We recognize that there is more support needed to develop these roles and we would see this 
as a key task for the new incumbent. We accept that our Mission Action Plans will need a review and refresh 
and would wish the new incumbent to bring their own personal contributions into this process. 
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Our Mission 
Depending on the Holy Spirit, we undertake to worship God worthily and to proclaim the good news of his 
love shown to us in Jesus, our Saviour. We endeavor to develop spiritually and bring more people to know 
Jesus. We seek to serve both our Church and local community. We aim to work together with our fellow 
Christians, both at local level and within the worldwide Christian Church 

Our Vision 
In five years’, time we envisage a healthier church and a church that is transforming our village 
communities. 

 

Key Priorities 
1. We want to develop a deeper fellowship and discipleship within our churches 

For example: developing our spiritual and prayer lives; pulling into regular worship those people who 
are on the periphery of the church; strengthen relationships between church members. It’s about 
improving our self-identity and confidence as a church; joint working between PCC’s, making joint 
services work; shared prayer activities; supporting our Readers to develop their ministries; re-
engaging with ecumenical work within the benefice. Commitment to Vision 2026 around discipleship 
in 2022. 

 

2. We want to engage people in Trawden, Laneshawbridge and Foulridge who are not part of a church 
community today. 

For example: so that people say our churches are playing a vital role in village life which they value 
and support; it’s about putting time and effort into staying in touch with wedding couples, baptism 
families, and the bereaved. It’s about fundraising in the wider village i.e. if you want it, please help 
pay for it. If we want to be at the heart of village life, we must develop social activities that attract 
folk to us. Could include parish magazine or social media and website activity. 

 

3. We want to offer to young people. 

For example: our Vicar developing his/her ministry in our primary schools; developing and 
strengthening Children’s Church and supporting their leaders; maybe developing other forms of 
church for young people; an aspiration to develop youth club activity; re-engagement with Scouts and 
Guides; strengthening links with mother and toddler groups; ideas for bridging church school 
attendance into church attendance. 
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12. What we Offer 
 

 
Each parish has genuine potential for growth, 
especially by working with the local schools, and in 
particular the two church schools.  The PCCs 
recognise the time demands on the rector and will 
work together to arrange service times and special 
services.  Additionally, there are a number of lay 
people who can offer support with services.  
Although there is only one PTO in the Benefice there 
are others nearby who have been helping us during 
the vacancy. 
 
The Benefice is a mix of urban and rural areas which 
provides a rich variety of people, although mainly of 

a white ethnic background, who love living here.  The local people are strongly supportive of our churches 
even if not regular attendees.  There is a very strong sense of community. 
 
The Victorian and Edwardian churches provide spiritual places for worship and are physically at the heart 
of their local communities.  All three buildings are in a reasonable condition for their age and we do not 
consider the rector having to play a significant role in their maintenance, apart from being chair of the PCCs. 
 
Post pandemic there are challenges to establish a new “norm”; you will not be stepping into an established 
pattern.  This is an opportunity to use your skills and there is significant potential for new ideas and ways 
of worshipping that can result in significant growth in the local christian community. 
 
This is a wonderful area in which you and any family will live.  The vicarage provides a study and space to 
meet parishioners without entering the main living areas as well as a large, pleasant family home.  Good 
transport links to both sides of the Pennines will allow you to maintain contacts with friends and family. 
 
The local primary, schools, secondary school and sixth form college are highly rated and are ideal for 
clergy with children.  Proximity to the countryside allows you to walk from the vicarage door and a short 
drive takes you to popular tourist areas.  
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13. Who is God calling? 
 
 
We Feel God is calling someone who is: 
 
• An inspirational leader and teacher of all ages who can appeal to everyone. 
• A person able to work with all ages but especially children and young people who are the future of 

the church, especially the two church schools to bring them into the local church community. 
• To have a modern approach to styles of worship that can be attractive to people who have not grown 

up attending church but also to lead more traditional forms of worship in order to appeal to everyone 
in the villages.   

• A person who is able to communicate effectively with, and minister to, all ages in the benefice and 
foster relationships within our community – someone who is viewed as a positive presence in each 
of the parishes and who is able to build links with people from all walks of life in the community 

• To build on, and develop our special services recognising that for many attendees this may be their 
only experience of a church service during the year. 

• Able to help us develop our mission and outreach, reinvigorating us 
• Able to support development of laity in church life facilitating them to support you. 
• Able to balance the demands of three parishes requiring excellent time management skills 
• To desire to explore and develop a joint Council of Trustees 

 
 
It would be fantastic if that person also had: 
 
• The ability and desire to work with neighbouring CoE priests and retired priests living in the Benefice 

and neighbouring areas in order for them to be able to support you. 
• An understanding of village life with a very mixed range of backgrounds, jobs and financial situations. 
 
 
 
We are so excited to see God at work in the life of whoever reads our profile. We don’t know you, but 
God does. You are in our prayers and we look forward to meeting you soon. 


