
 

All Saints Parish Church, Batley 

United Benefice of Batley with St Andrew’s Purwell, St Thomas’s and St Paul’s Hanging 

Heaton 

Batley  - an introduction 

Mentioned in the Domesday Book as having “a priest and a church”, Batley like many towns 

and cities around it developed rapidly in the 19th century industrial revolution. Although the 

textile industry has now virtually disappeared the town supports itself by manufacturing 

various products from biscuits to bedding. Batley is a multicultural town with a significant 

Muslim community. A number of areas within the town and parish fall within the lowest 

10% of socio-economic categories within the country. 

Batley is equidistant (about 7 miles) from Leeds, Bradford, Wakefield and Huddersfield, has 

a railway station and is just 3-4 miles from motorways M1 and M62. 

The town has the usual services of library, museum, art gallery, with swimming and sports 

centre facilities, a rugby club and a multiscreen cinema 2 miles away. Apart from the town 

centre other shopping outlets like the Mill Village, Red Brick Mill and Junction 27 Retail Park 

are all within easy reach. 

The Parish Church is in the Dewsbury & Birstall Deanery, The Archdeaconry of Halifax within 

the Diocese of Leeds, was historically the Parent church of nine parishes in Batley and 

Morley and has close links with other Anglican churches and those of other denominations. 

The church building 

The present – a grade 1 listed – building is a major reconstruction from 1485 incorporating 

an existing 13th century church and altered in various ways over the years including the 

building of a vestry on the north side in 1965. 

The latest important development was the reordering of the church in 2010, including the 

removal of the pipe organ and the installation of an electronic one thus enabling us to use 

the space freed up to install a bigger kitchen. This was followed by a modernisation of the 

vestry including a toilet extension and a Community Room. 

The body of the church is a simple rectangular outline with three aisles and two internal 

chapels at the east end. The church is set in parkland grounds (formerly the cemetery), 

which are maintained by the Local Authority. 

 

Enclosed is a pamphlet detailing historical events 



 

The All Saints Church community 

Services 

There are currently 78 people on the electoral roll, 5 resident and 73 non-resident (figures 

from the APCM 2021). The average attendance at the main Sunday service, 11am, has fallen 

during the pandemic but is approximately 30 including children.  

The current pattern of services is Holy Communion on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sunday with 

Morning Prayer or Café Church on the 2nd Sunday. A Sunday School is available for children 

aged 3+ on the 1st and 3rd Sundays during the service. 

Batley Parish Junior, Infant and Nursery School 

The Day School, across the road from Church, is a single form entry school with a 60 place Nursery 

on the same site. It is voluntary-aided with seven Foundation Governors on the Governing Body; the 

Priest-in-Charge is a Foundation Governor ex-officio. The Church/Governors have a financial 

commitment of 10% of capital costs. 

Whilst the admissions policy favours children of church attendees it is a school which serves the local 

community in an area of considerable socio-economic deprivation. Approximately half the children 

come from Asian heritage families.  

The school is “requires improvement” in OFSTED terms although several aspects were judged to be 

“good” in the recent inspection 

It is customary for the Priest-in-Charge to be involved in family school assemblies on a regular basis 

and the school holds its harvest and end-of-term services at Church. The school provides church with 

an opportunity for mission to the pupils, staff and parents; members of the church community are 

actively encouraged to be part of school life. It is expected that the Priest-in-Charge will make a 

significant contribution towards the spiritual side of the school based on its core values.  

Music 

All Saints has had a rich tradition of choral music in its services. However, it has been 

without a regular organist for some years and the small choir, which existed before the 

pandemic, has not re-formed. 

Prayer Group 

This is a small group who meet monthly on Wednesday mornings to pray for the church, its 

members as well as other local and worldwide issues. During the pandemic this was 

replaced by a monthly prayer list. As members have dwindled to two, the prayer group has 

not restarted. 

 



 

 

Pastoral Care 

Approximately six people at All Saints are involved in pastoral care by keeping in contact 

with the housebound, bringing people to church and noting who is missing in worship. 

Newcomers are welcomed and clergy/Reader made aware if help is needed. During the 

lockdown, this was done by regular phone calls especially to people who could not be 

contacted through social media. 

 

Bells and Ringers 

In the tower we have a peal of eight bells in good working order. A small team of six ringers 

practice regularly on Friday evenings from 8 – 9.30 pm assisted by visiting ringers from other 

local towers, who also help out for the Sunday Service and for special services and 

weddings. Unfortunately, the position of Captain of the Belfry is vacant following the death 

in 2019 of the previous Captain who had held this position for several decades.  

Children’s Society 

Along with members from other Anglican churches an enthusiastic committee hold regular 

events to raise money for the Children’s Society including the annual Christingle Service. 

Fairtrade and Traidcraft 

We are a Fairtrade church and support Traidcraft through the use of their catalogue 

especially at Christmas. 

United Benefice of Batley 

In 2016, the Anglican churches in Batley, All Saints, St Thomas and St Andrews, along with St 

Paul’s Hanging Heaton became a United Benefice. Regular meetings of Wardens and 

Clergy/Reader take place with discussion about working together. Strategy plans, for growth 

in particular, have been discussed at joint PCC meetings; as a result it was decided that our 

joint priorities would be to work with families, young people and children as well as 

improving our pastoral care generally. 

 

 

 



 

Church in the community 

The aim of All Saints Church is to be Christ-centred, relevant, outward-looking and welcoming to 

people of all ages and beliefs. 

The re-ordering of church and vestry was undertaken to allow us to become more of a “church in the 

community”. It has become a useful facility for our existing church groups as well as meetings and 

social events of all kind. The Community Room is used by the Batley Community Choir for its weekly 

rehearsals. The choir was formed by pooling together the seed funds from the four Benefice 

churches provided by the then Bishop of Wakefield for outreach into the community. 

 

A number of people are involved in visiting the sick, housebound and elderly. We held a monthly 

service at Linson Court, a local nursing home but this has nor restarted since the pandemic. 

 

The Anglican churches in Batley are linked with Nyamongo Deanery in Tarime Diocese in northern 

Tanzania. It is an opportunity to stand shoulder to shoulder with an Anglican church in a very 

different culture. The link is nurtured through correspondence and visits to and from Tanzania. We 

have helped with the provision of water, health and primary education. 

  

Organised with other churches in the town, occasional ecumenical services take place in the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity and on Good Friday with a Walk of Witness through the town centre. 

Members from All Saints are well represented in the annual benefice collection for Christian Aid. 

 

Endorsed by the churches, “Batley Drop-In” was formed in 2010 to provide food, help and support to 

addicts and socially isolated people. Twice weekly sessions take place at Central Methodist Church.  

Volunteers come from all churches and none. Donations of food and drink are made by local 

businesses as well as members of the various churches. Finance comes through grants, donations 

and fundraising efforts. 

The Batley Foodbank and the Drop-in also supported at All Saints by regular collections of tinned 

goods. 

 

Church members are involved in charitable and community groups which work for the benefit of the 

town. The More in Common “Run for Jo” is well supported by church members as are other 

community events such as the annual Great Get-Together and Armistice Day/Remembrance Day 

services held at the War Memorial. 

 

All Saints Church was instrumental in the setting up of Peer Talk, a support group for people living 

with depression, anxiety and related conditions. Having met in the Community Room for several 

years it has now relocated to Jo Cox House for its weekly meetings. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The North Kirklees Interfaith Forum - covering our area – is co-chaired by the Benefice Associate 

Priest together with one of the Imams. Good relationships have developed between the benefice 

churches and the Muslim communities, in particular, and members of All Saints support the annual 

Iftar and other NKI events. 

 

Approximately 10% of our disposable income is distributed to charities both near and far. The 

Christmas collections go to the Children’s Society and Christian Aid. Our harvest collection usually 

goes towards projects improving the life chances of those in our link parish in Tanzania. 


