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The Quidenham Group Benefice 
 

Who we are: 
  

• Seven rural villages in an area of Norfolk 20 miles SW of Norwich, between 
Attleborough, Diss and Thetford.  
 

• Part of the Thetford and Rocklands Deanery within the Diocese of Norwich. 
 

• We have a very diverse population: some have lived all their lives in the 
parishes, while some are newly arrived, some work locally, others commute to 
neighbouring towns or London. Some are retired. 
 

• We use a varied style of worship including Common Worship and the Book of 
Common Prayer.  
 

• Whilst each parish likes to maintain its individuality, we worship together 
regularly. For example, Palm Sunday at New Buckenham, Rogation Sunday 
at Wilby, and on each 1st Sunday of the month we aim to have a rotating 
Benefice Service.  We have a full Holy Week programme, which involves 
some form of worship in all the parishes.  
 

• We work closely together in order to maintain weekly worship in all our 
churches.   
 

• Lay leadership is encouraged throughout the Benefice. Most of the parishes 
have reader and intercessor rotas, with several people having approval from 
the Bishop to administer the chalice.  We benefit from Worship Leadership 
Teams. 
 

• We hold regular Benefice meetings. 
  
  
  
  
  
 
  



What the Benefice is offering 
  
▪ An exciting opportunity to lead this progressive and united group of parishes, 

using a variety of styles of worship 
 

▪ A strong and flexible ministry and lay team 
 

▪ Committed volunteers at all levels 
 

▪ Diverse rural communities each with their own unique identity, yet always 
ready to help each other 

 
▪ Representation on Deanery and Diocesan Synods 

 
▪ A shared commitment to work towards full payment of the Diocesan share 

 
▪ A commitment to the clergy’s care and wellbeing, respecting and 

understanding that clergy need time with their families and time to 
themselves, and supporting the clergy by sharing tasks which can be done by 
others  

 
▪ A large and comfortable Rectory set in lovely gardens  

 
▪ Several well performing schools ranging from nursery through to high school, 

including special needs schools 

 

The Benefice believes that a committed and compassionate 

Priest is needed who will: 
  
▪ Continue to strengthen our faith and encourage us to grow 

 
▪ Maintain our Christian fellowship within the Benefice and encourage others to 

join 
 

▪ Continue to promote a collaborative ministry working closely with Clergy with 
Permission to Officiate, retired clergy, readers and the lay leadership 
 

▪ Continue the Bishop’s current vision and drive to lead our Benefice forward 
 

▪ Encourage and support those who work with children, young people and their 
families, in church, in our schools and in the community 
 

▪ Nuture individuals and encourage continued collaborative working 
 

▪ Be community minded, sensitive to rural issues and their challenges, and 
continue developing networks of relationships locally 
 

▪ Support the church community through change and enable creative thinking  
 

▪ Following the pandemic and its many challenges, helping the church 
community to continue growing in depth and breadth 



Banham Rectory: NR16 2HN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a modern, well maintained building lying in its own well kept grounds 
immediately to the west of the church. Full oil-fired central heating and well insulated. 
It contains: 

• An office, detached to some extent from the rest of the house 

• Two reception rooms 

• Kitchen, utility room and WC on the ground floor  

• Four bedrooms, bathroom, separate WC and boxroom on the first floor 

• NB: there is no gas and the property is unfurnished 
 
All floors are either carpeted or sealed and polished. It has a private driveway and is 
in a peaceful and private location, despite being only a minute’s walk from the village 
centre and Primary school. Overlooks open fields. 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Let Us Introduce Ourselves 

 

 

Banham – St Mary’s  
St Mary the Virgin has been at the centre of village life since 
the 14th Century.  We are a changing and developing rural 
community, with planning already passed for over 100 new 
homes.  We have a busy post office, which is one of two 
thriving shops in the village.  There is a Primary school with a 
waiting list, which at its last Ofsted inspection was Outstanding.  
There is a modern village Community Centre.  Banham Zoo is 
a national conservation tourist attraction with its own camp site. 
Our church is changing and developing to meet the spiritual 
needs of our villagers, young and older alike.  We worship in 

traditional and contemporary ways and participate in Benefice evening worship 
during Holy Week.  We are eager to embrace new ideas and fresh expressions as 
Christians guided by the Holy Spirit.  We celebrate the big national events as well as 
Christian festivals and more parochial occasions.  The church has used Benefice 
Zooms during the recent lockdowns and has email lists for worshippers and Messy 
Church families.  We have successfully adapted to Covid requirements.   
Our modern facilities mean we can open the church to welcome involvement in 
community projects.    The PCC hold a fundraising and community Saturday morning 
Café on the first Saturday of each month, in the church or churchyard, this has 
become a regular meeting place for all age groups.  The Friends of Banham Church 
include church and non-church members who organise well attended fundraising 
activities to provide equipment which supports the church as a community hub.  
They have “Movie Nights” that makes use of the screen they purchased, which is 
also available with the sound system for church worship.  Their recent events have 
also included a Village Remembrance Day exhibition and a two day Craft Fair.  
Every year there are carols round the tree on The Green on the first Saturday in 
December for all village residents.  The Parish Council is responsible for the upkeep 
of the churchyard, internments now take place in our Churchyard Extension.  There 
is a local Church Lands Trust providing funds for church projects.   
In partnership with Integrated Youth for Christ we hold a weekly term time Youth 
Café for 11-16 year olds from the Benefice.  Currently monthly Messy Church 
sessions are at 4pm and are very popular with young families, for many of whom this 
represents their only experience of church life.  Our connection with the regular 
Friday Club held in the village helps to extend the pastoral connection with those 
families. 
We collect weekly donations for distribution by Foodbank Centres near Diss and 
Thetford to their collection point in Attleborough.  We raise funds annually for 
Christian Aid and Christmas Charities, and hold the Macmillan Coffee Morning every 
year. 
Our church is a large 800 year old building, its upkeep provides challenges as well 
as inspiration.  Our Sunday congregations are small but our church is in great 
demand for those happy and sad occasions in life and has been for many 
generations. 



Eccles – St Mary’s 
Eccles is a rural hamlet close to the A11 and 

dissected by the Norwich/Cambridge Railway 

line. Only a few trains stop daily but are likely 

to increase now that the line has been 

updated. The station has been adopted, with 

local residents keeping it clean and tidy and 

displaying flowers all year round.  

Additional housing has seen the population 

double to 300 in 10 years. Young children are 

well catered for, with a Nursery and a Primary school each within 2 miles. We have a 

Pub, providing a focal point for the village. We also have a thriving village hall and 

Social Club.  

Although Eccles is rural in nature, it sits adjacent to Snetterton Heath, a former WWII 

American Airfield and now a Motor Racing circuit. The remainder of Snetterton Heath 

is an expanding industrial area providing jobs for the local community.  

Eccles boasts a small Saxon round tower church, St Mary’s, situated on the outskirts 

of the village. It contains three bells dating back 400 years. It sits on one of the oldest 

ecclesiastical sites in Norfolk, dating back to the 7th Century. Eccles was used as a 

retreat for the Bishops of Norwich up until the time of Henry VIII. Extensive restoration 

of the tower, the bells and the East End Gable has taken place. Emergency work has 

been carried out to stabilise the existing fabric, pending the re-roofing of the Nave and 

Chancel. The church also boasts the largest stone Mensa in East Anglia. Our 

congregation regularly reaches double figures and gathers for worship at least once 

per month. Services follow traditional formats, but we are always willing to try new 

initiatives. We have links with an adjacent independent school catering for children 

with special needs and are keen to develop this relationship. Service rotas for the 

Benefice ensure that we play an active role in the yearly cycle of church festivals. 

The highlight of our church year is Advent and Christmas, when the church is lit by 

100’s of candles. It is a unique and uplifting experience. 

We have started a modest library, which we intend to expand. 

Our intention is to provide church tours of this wonderful building. 

Our congregation is swelled by people from Quidenham and Wilby churches, both 

within 1.5 miles. We support each other to maintain a church service at least once in 

each village per month.  

Collaboration between these three churches is particularly important at main church 

festivals such as Easter, Christmas and Remembrance Sunday. 

  
  



Kenninghall – St Mary’s 
Kenninghall is a small but dynamic village 
situated  between the market towns of 
Attleborough, Diss and Thetford.  About 
1000 people live in the parish with a fast 
growing population and new housing 
schemes.  We have two public houses, 
one dated 1722, both offering 
accommodation and excellent food.  
Kenninghall has an award winning 
Premier Shop plus Post Office and a 

popular coffee shop.  There is a GP Surgery, Primary School and new village hall, 
which provides rooms for many clubs, reception rooms for family events and outside 
are playing/exercise areas designed for young and old. Kenninghall has an important 
place in history when in the 16th century the Duke of Norfolk built a splendid house 
where Queen Mary I lived before claiming the throne.  Queen Elizabeth I also used 
Kenninghall as her summer seat. 
St Mary’s dates back to the 14th century and stands in an imposing position above 
the delightful West Church Street.  The bell tower, built in the 15th century, has 8 
bells that are regularly rung.  The church is in excellent condition, financially sound 
and has weekly services, including a family service, attended by people of all ages.  
St Mary’s has begun a relationship with The Primary School and supports numerous 
activities including Tiny Tots Club, ‘Who Let the Dads Out’ group, Young Mothers 
Choir and a Friends of the Church fundraising group, which organises a Summer 
Fete, Christmas Bazaar, monthly Cafe Church, and a village history display area.  
Strong public support of Kenninghall and St Mary’s is reflected in the participation 
and support of the Norfolk Churches Trust Bike Ride and Walk. 
 
 

New Buckenham – St Martin’s 
New Buckenham is a vibrant community of 
approximately 400 residents. It arose on 
the skirts of the castle built around 1150 
(now a ruin), and was once a flourishing 
market town. The entire village is 
designated as a conservation area and, 
very unusually, retains its medieval street 
pattern. It has a flourishing shop with an 
outreach Post Office, a pub, tea shop and 
garage, together with a residential nursing 

home.  There is a modern village hall, well used by village and outside organisations, 
including visiting theatre groups and the village cinema.  St Martin’s is in excellent 
repair, with toilet and simple kitchen facilities. The tower has a recently re-hung and 
augmented peel of 8 bells, popular with visiting teams.  We follow a monthly pattern 
of Eucharist, Sung Evensong and Services of the Word.  We have a small but 
enthusiastic choir, the only one in the Benefice. St Martin’s is also fortunate that 
members of the community have formed a team of regular cleaners and flower-
arrangers.  Our small congregation is keen to open our doors and welcome our 
neighbours and friends. To that end we are proud of the extensive second-hand 
bookshop, which raises funds and encourages footfall. We also have a family corner.  
As part of our outreach we run coffee mornings from April to October, raising funds 
for other charities; we also act as a collection point for a food bank.  To further 
encourage use of the church for cultural and community events, Village & Vestry was 
set up as a “friends” group, raising funds for the fabric of St Martin’s. 



Old Buckenham – All Saints’ 
Old Buckenham is a lively village with a population 
of about 1500. 
We are fortunate to have 3 schools in the village 
which include both Primary and High Schools as 
well as a school for those with special educational 
needs. All of the schools cater for the needs of the 
wider community around the local area. 
All Saints church, situated on the edge of the large 
village green, is of Saxon origin and is unique in 
that it has an octagonal tower from the ground up 
and is thatched over both nave and chancel. We 

have a large village hall and 2 pubs which between them support a number of active 
interest groups as well as a shop / post office. 
Over the last few years, the building has undergone major refurbishment works 
culminating in complete rethatching which was completed in 2020.  
 All Saints’ is a church where people of all ages; both those brought up in the village 
and more recent arrivals; those new to worship and those for whom the church has 
always been part of their lives, are welcomed. 
Our worship largely follows the set liturgy but we aim for a relaxed and flexible 
approach, involving as many people as possible. 
We are a diverse group of people, who enjoy meeting together for worship and 
coffee, social events and bible study.  Until the challenges of the Covid Pandemic 
intervened, All Saints has had a long and proud history of paying its Parish Share in 
full. The PCC believe that by good financial and fabric management we will again be 
able to contribute fully with our Diocesan responsibilities. 
We recognise that we share many challenges in common with rural churches 
throughout the country and are constantly seeking ways to continue to share the 
Good News of the gospel in our community.   
Our hope is that we can continue to do all this in the future with the help of our new 
Rector. 

 

Quidenham – St Andrews 
St Andrew’s is situated in one of the smallest villages of 
the seven which make up the Quidenham Benefice. We 
have a population of about 100 and a small but faithful 
congregation of about eight who worship here on one 
Sunday a month. This enables us to meet and worship 
with our friends in the neighbouring villages of Eccles and 
Wilby on the remaining Sundays. For the 4th Sunday a 
Lay lead service of Morning Worship is held. Quidenham 
is home to a Carmelite Monastery with some 20 nuns. 
There is also the Quidenham Village Society, an 

enthusiastic group of people who care for the history and heritage of the village. 
Many social and fund-raising activities are organised including a monthly coffee 
morning in the Reading Room giving good opportunities for church and village to 
meet together and support each other. St Andrew’s is a Saxon round tower church. 
The Lady Chapel has a commemorative window dedicated to US airmen of the 96th 
Bombardment Group who were stationed at Snetterton Heath and suffered many 
casualties during World War II. An impressive collection of artefacts is housed in the 
museum close by. The church is in good condition and has a Children’s Corner. We 
have a cheerful and active PCC, always happy to consider new ways of reaching the 
community. 
 



 

Wilby with Hargham – All Saints’ 
In a tiny hamlet, tucked away in rural Norfolk, 
All Saints, Wilby’s peaceful, calm 
atmosphere is unique with its quiet, rustic 
charm and unspoilt interior.  
But we also embrace and seek change 
where it supports our growth strategy!  
With around thirty, mainly mature, residents 
in the hamlet, the PCC has put growth and 
engagement at the heart of its approach to 

increase service to the wider community. Recent initiatives include developing links 
with a Norwich based church in an area of high multiple deprivation, re-engaging 
with a Norwich school based on associations going back forty years, and leveraging 
our music and wildlife resources to connect with a new generation.  The average 
congregation of sixteen has remained constant despite several deaths and moves 
away from the area.  
Within the benefice, Wilby traditionally welcomes the Horatio Singers to lead the 
Advent Carol service as well as the silver band led processional Rogation Service, 
which starts with prayers and hymns on the village green. An exciting recent 
development has been choral communion led by the Wymondham choristers.  
Financially, Wilby’s reserves policy has changed from one of maintaining the status 
quo, to one of investment in the church’s fabric. This has been driven by significant 
‘batten sickness’ on the chancel roof which must be addressed in the near future. 
Grant aid in the region of fifty-five thousand pounds has been raised, however, more 
will be needed before the planned replacement of the chancel roof and ceiling can 
go ahead.  
We have encouraged people in the local community to become involved in the life of 
the church, for example, bell ringing, acting as sidesman, and joining the churchyard 
maintenance team.  
Wilby’s unique character attracts not only a loyal congregation from some of the 
other parishes in the benefice, but also local choirs who regularly lead our musical 
worship. 
The local community benefits from activities held in the church such as first aid 
training, historical tours for schools, bell ringing and defibrillator training. 
Wilby does not yet have non-formal expressions of faith, however, prior to Covid this 
type of activity was being actively explored. Our growth strategy includes a project to 
include modest refreshment and washroom facilities, which will greatly increase the 
possibility of building on current activities such as defibrillator training. 
Within the Benefice, Wilby’s worship and social life is closely linked with Eccles and 

Quidenham churches, both within 1.5 miles. 

Services such as Remembrance, Easter and Christmas rotate between these three 

churches and the church officers work in harmony to support each other. 

We think All Saints’, Wilby is a great place to be. 
 
 
 
  



An Example of our Pattern of Worship 
 
This service pattern has been collaboratively agreed during the 
Interregnum, to ensure that each Parish has Holy Communion once a 
month. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Time Service 

1st Sunday  

Benefice service 
rotating round the 
benefice in 
alphabetical order  

10.00 Holy Communion  

2nd Sunday  

Banham 09.30 Holy Communion  

Old Buckenham 09.30 Holy Communion 

Quidenham - March 
11.00 Holy Communion   

Kenninghall - Apr 

New Buckenham 18.30 BCP Evensong 

3rd Sunday  

Old Buckenham 09.30 Morning Prayer 

Banham 09.30 Team Worship 

Eccles - March 
Wilby - April 

09.30/11.00 Holy Communion 

Kenninghall 11.00 Prayer, Praise, & Light 

New Buckenham 11.00 Holy Communion 

4th Sunday  

Banham 09.30 Holy Communion 

Old Buckenham 09.30 Parish Eucharist 

New Buckenham 11.00 Morning Worship 

Kenninghall 11.00 Holy Communion 

Eccles 09.30 Morning Prayer  

5th Sunday  

Banham 09.30 Morning Prayer 

Old Buckenham 09.30 Parish Eucharist 

New Buckenham 11.00 Morning Prayer 

Quidenham 09.30 Morning Prayer 

Kenninghall 08.00 Holy Communion 



Ministry Leadership Team 

 
 
Retired Clergy  Rev. Alistair Monkhouse 
    Rev. Alan Smith 
    Rev. Lorraine Summers 
     
 
Authorised Worship  Susan Hilton-Jowett and Bill Rout 
Assistants    
 
Laity A number of the laity are authorised to lead Ministry of 

the Word services and administer the Chalice 
 
Voluntary Benefice Jill Moses (jillannm1@gmail.com) 
Administrator  

 

 

Local Publications 
 
Benefice Pew Leaflet: the leaflet is produced by a volunteer every week and is 
circulated by email to each Parish, where it is either forwarded and/or printed for 
Parishioners.  
 
Three villages have their own monthly Parish Magazine.  Details of services and 
other Church matters are published in these magazine. 
 

Useful Links 
 
www.quidenhamgroup.org.uk (with links to all seven Parishes) 

www.banhamandthebucks.co.uk (has links to the Quidenham Group website) 

www.achurchnearyou.com (to search for a specific church) 

  

mailto:jillannm1@gmail.com
http://www.quidenhamgroup.org.uk/
http://www.banhamandthebucks.co.uk/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/


Church Statistics           

 

Facility Eccles Banham Kenninghall 
New 

Buckenham 
Old 

Buckenham 
Quidenham 

Wilby 
with 

Hargham 

Church 
Electoral 
Role 

3 
 

33 26 24 34 8 7 

Capacity  120 350 150 200 150 120 80 

Last 
Quinquennial 

2017 2020 2021 2021 2020 2014 2018 

Bells 3 6 8 8 6 8 5 

Organist 1 2 1 2 2 1 - 

Typical 
Sunday 
Attendance 

9 15 20 10 17 9 16 

 

Village Statistics 
      
 

Eccles Banham Kenninghall 
New 

Buckenham 
Old 

Buckenham 
Quidenham 

Wilby 
with 

Hargham 

Population  315 1500 850 468 1500 100 65 

 
 

Location of the Parishes in the Benefice 
 
 
 


