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Come to the Parish of St Thomas’ Church, 

and share the Love of Jesus Christ            

in the warmth of our Fellowship. 

We seek to grow in our daily walk with  

our Saviour God and to reach out beyond  

our walls to those who so much need 

hope and purpose in life. 

 

We seek a faithful and caring Priest to share their Christian ministry in our 

village. 

If you are led by God to be our Pastor, teacher and guide we ask that you  will: 

• Be led by the Holy Spirit to this unique place 

• Lead the teaching of the Gospel here 

• Encourage discipleship in a modern world 

• Lead us and encourage us in prayer 

• work with Churchwarden, PCC and Church members 

• work with the PCC and church members in delivering consistent 

worship and teaching 

• Work with our local primary schools to forge links with younger people 

• Work with our local residents building on the substantial goodwill 

through our Mow Cop Community Hall project 

• Find fresh expressions of both Church and Outreach while still serving 

the needs of our older members 

• Work with those appointed to care for and restore our buildings for 

future generations 
 

 

The Parish of Mow Cop has been in Interregnum since February 2021 during which time the 

church has come through lockdown times and on occasions limited places available for 

worship in line with the Bishop’s and Government restrictions and in line with our Risk 

Assessment on each occasion.  During the 2021 winter and spring ‘Lockdown’ we were able 

to have extensive work to secure both the roof and to refurbish the floor in the Mow Cop 



Community Hall next door to the Church.  There is still need for some remedial work to 

weatherproof our ‘West End’ of the Church and tower as it is vulnerable to the elements. 

 

 

Map from Mithra Tonking 

Mow Cop is on a prominent hill at the southern tip of the Pennine chain and close to the 

Peak District. The village has spectacular views over Staffordshire, Cheshire and Derbyshire. 

The boundary between Cheshire and Staffordshire runs across the Gritstone ridge as does 

the Diocesan boundary between Chester and Lichfield as well as between the 

Archbishoprics of Canterbury and York. St Thomas’ Parish falls mostly on the Staffordshire 

side of the hill and its environs. 

The parish is situated partly on the northeast edge of Kidsgrove, within the Newcastle 

Borough Council and partly on the edge of Staffordshire Moorlands District Council under 

the care of Biddulph Town Council. It serves the communities of Mow Cop (Staffordshire 

side) and sections of Harriseahead, Dales Green, Rookery, Brown Lees and Gillow Heath. 

Mow Cop is formed from one of the oldest rocks in England.  On top of the rock stands the 

iconic 18th Century folly or Castle, built as a summerhouse but now a ruin preserved by the 

National Trust. The National Trust also manage other local places of interest such as 

Biddulph Grange Gardens and the Tudor house of Little Morton Hall.  From the top of the 

rock on clear days we can see the start of the Welsh hills, Liverpool Cathedral, Manchester 

Airport and Jodrell Bank Astronomical Telescope dish.   



Stoke-on-Trent has both a city centre shopping centre in Hanley and the out of town Festival 

Retail Park.  The City Museum and Art Gallery has a world-class collection of ceramics. 

Hanley’s Regent Theatre boasts facilities unequalled outside London and is the venue for 

ballet and opera (including Glyndebourne).  The New Vic Theatre in nearby Newcastle-

under-Lyme has a national reputation as an innovator in theatre-in-the-round.  Major 

orchestras and soloists perform at Hanley’s Victoria Hall and nearby Keele University hosts 

regular chamber concerts. There is a multi-screen Odeon Cinema at Festival Park, the Vue in 

Newcastle and an independent Film Theatre on the Stoke Campus of Staffordshire 

University. 

Football fans can choose between Stoke City and Port Vale. 

Mow Cop was the birthplace of Primitive Methodism and non-conformism remains strong in 

the area. We have strong links with local churches and chapels, though slowly the number 

of Methodist Chapels are decreasing.  Our Church dates from the same period of church 

building as several chapels in the area, being built between 1841-42 from local buff 

Gritstone at a total cost of some £1,665. It is a simple Commissioners Church with a lovely 

open and plain feel about the building. 

The local community of Mow Cop has 2,177 inhabitants and consists of scattered cottages 

with an infill of moderately expensive private housing.  It comprises mostly ribbon 

development although we are seeing the national trend of larger gardens being sold off to 

fit in more new build housing.  The inhabitants are moderately well off with lower-than-

average poverty either for families or pensioners.  Being on the edge of the rural 

surrounding area we also serve local farms, small holdings, small firms and livery stables. 

There is a balance between the elderly retired population and the young families living in 

the parish.  There are two groups of public housing, one just adjacent to the church and one 

in the Rookery near to Kidsgrove.  Rookery used to have its own mission chapel as part of 

the parish, but it was demolished and the land sold off in 2014.  Many of our older members 

have fond memories of St Saviour’s Chapel, a few possessions of which are now here in St 

Thomas’ Church. 

Although the Potteries are now mostly gone along with the defunct coal mines and steel 

works, new industries are moving into the Stoke on Trent area to fill the void.  Its position 

geographically makes it a good fit for large warehouse and distribution centres and these 

have been a developing source of employment in recent years. Many have to commute to 

either Birmingham or Manchester as Stoke on Trent industry has reduced over the years. 

While we have one small shop in the village that stocks just about everything the main 

shopping areas are Kidsgrove with three supermarkets, Congleton and Biddulph.  Again the 

pandemic has changed the way many make purchases with home delivery being widespread 

within the parish. 

We have a local Primary School within the parish and two just bordering our boundaries.  

We have good links with the school which is unlikely to close due to there being a steady 

stream of children born within the parish.  We have made some progress within the school, 

in recent years, due to the enthusiasm of the last incumbent with special services three 

times a year within church and a fortnightly ‘Open the Book’ team that is welcomed within 

the school.  Good relationships have built up between both the staff and pupils, and 

members of our congregation.  During the pandemic these activities were curtailed, 



however open the book will resumed in April.  The parishioners doing this use puppets, 

since the number of parishioners involved has been reduced. . 

Secondary schools are all outside our boundaries with the majority divided between 

Kidsgrove, Congleton and Biddulph.  Further education is found both in Stoke College and 

Keele and Staffordshire Universities that offer a good spread of subjects. 

Our medical needs are again divided by the border with practices in Kidsgrove and Biddulph 

looking to the Royal Stoke University Hospital, while just over the border Scholar Green 

looks towards Leighton Hospital in Cheshire.  Dental surgeries are found in Kidsgrove, 

Biddulph and Congleton. 

Church Buildings 

There are three buildings that comprise the properties of St Thomas’s Church. There is a 

Vicarage which is two minutes’ walk from the church, a Church Hall which is known as the 

Mow Cop Community Hall and the Church itself. 

The Vicarage is a moderately modern building with four bedrooms and a fair-sized garden, a 

garage and a front driveway that can accommodate two or three vehicles. The building has 

been extensively modernised with injection style insulation, double glazing and central 

heating.  The large living room has spectacular views out over Staffordshire.  The study and 

downstairs toilet were created out of the original attached garage and hence can be 

separated from the living quarters by an internal door.  The study have been in use during 

the Interregnum as it currently houses the photocopier/printer and the telephone answer 

machine. 

 

 

The Vicarage 



 

View from the Vicarage lounge 

 

The Mow Cop Community Hall was built as a Church School but later served as the Parish 

Hall.  A few years ago a Residents Association formed for a few years to completely upgrade 

the then dilapidated hall and bring it back into use for the Community.  After the demise of 

the Association the building was handed back to the Parish but was kept as a Community 

Asset where it runs very successfully hosting a range of groups, activities, parties and church 

events.  It is run by a committee of mostly PCC members with the help of members of the 

community.  During lockdown we have undertaken two major projects to repair damaged 

roofing and completely rebuild the floor in the main hall.  It runs at a profit so the loaned 

funds (from the PCC) will be repaid within a year or two. 

 

 

St Thomas’ Church is a small commissioner’s church within the Lichfield Diocese, comprising 

a four-bay nave, a short chancel and a lean-to vestry beside the chancel.  The inside of the 

church has been described as a plain box like space that used to have a gallery.  Its interior is 

like the non-conformist chapels in the area with which at first it had to compete.  It is built 



of coursed gritstone with ashlar dressings, buttresses and lancet windows.  The interior has 

a pointed chancel arch and timber trusses with vertical struts.  The chancel that had choir 

stalls has been refloored and the choir pews removed to make a versatile space for both 

worship and for musical events.  The sides of the chancel have been screened off on one 

side for a small pipe organ and the other to form the vestry.  Again, the chancel seems to 

flow into the nave to create the one space and the warm atmosphere that we have come to 

love so much.  The east window installed in 1876 depicts Christ the Good Shepherd.  There 

is also a Rodgers Electronic organ to one side of the Nave. 

A while back there was talk about re-ordering the church to include meeting rooms, kitchen 

and toilets.  This idea was discussed at length but somehow the building just did not lend 

itself to these uses.  We have the Community Hall next door that has all these facilities, so 

the idea was dropped. However, we did remove some pews and install a tea-bar for after 

service refreshments. This created a lovely social area which we look forward to being able 

to use again.  However, some work needs doing to weatherproof the West end and tower as 

the increasingly violent storms come straight over the Cheshire plain and hit our west end. 

There is a closed mature graveyard some of which is set aside as a conservation area. There 

are a number of interesting graves including that of one young girl who was so big she was 

buried in a piano box and a British & Commonwealth War grave. The mature trees, mostly 

beech and sycamore house a colony of noisy Rooks. It is a peaceful area with which to 

collect oneself. Around it is the native holly that grows so much on the hill...and of course 

ivy.  Only family graves are occasionally used but there is a busy memorial garden for the 

deposition of ashes. The Newcastle Borough Council maintains it although we do have 

several maintenance days a year to help keep it tidy. 

 

 

 

The Congregation 

 The congregation is mostly of older folk but with a fair range of working age people mixed 

in.   There is one family who regularly attend and on occasions  grandchildren of 

parishioners.  During lockdown Sunday School in a box has been delivered to two families by 

a former church member.  As with most churches there is a small but enthusiastic crowd 



who take on multiple roles. They tend to be the ones who came to Bible Study and 

Discussion House Groups as well as the prayer meetings.  We have started a Lent Group this 

year and are getting five people at the moment. 

The thing that strikes people the first time they walk into our church is just how warm and 

friendly everyone is and how inclusive we are.  It struck the last incumbent ten years ago, 

and is a fact regularly commented on by visiting clergy and lay readers who have taken 

services during the interregnum. 

 

Sunday Worship 

We have had a fairly stable congregation of between 26 and 30; more at Christmas and 

Easter.  Obviously with social distancing we had to limit the numbers due to the layout of 

our built-in pews.  Given the death of some of our elderly members our numbers have 

stayed fairly constant at about 20-24 which shows we have a small intake each year.  Our 

congregation are very welcoming of others, for instance one couple brought a Muslim 

Asylum Seeker who was staying with them for a while, and he was made very welcome.  We 

had an Iranian family who had converted and fled Iran who are also part of our extended 

church family. We are not afraid to welcome God’s children in whatever form they take 

whether they are reforming alcoholics or those questioning their place within society. 

The congregation love to sing and we have AV equipment that displays words on the screen. 

They like both modern worship songs as well as old favourites; most of which are contained 

in latest Mission Praise.  We use the ESV as our Pew Bibles and use Common Worship as the 

basis of our service sheets. 

Special Services and Occasional Offices 

We like to have Special Services to mark days of National Importance like the 100 years 

from the end of WWl when we had tea afterwards in the hall.  We perform Baptisms often 

during morning worship so that we can all welcome new members of St Thomas’ family. 

Some Baptisms are so large they must be separate and are often linked to a Community Hall 

booking for a party. We love Weddings as they are such celebrations of love.   In a normal 

year we can have three or four weddings.  We hold Funerals as well when it is time to say 

our farewells for a life well lived. This year feels as though we have had more than 

previously though some of these have not been in our church but have involved our Clergy. 

In past years we have had a Harvest Supper during which we have communion.  We also 

have an Agape Meal on Maundy Thursday and a Good Friday “Two Hours at the Cross” 

service. 

Ministry in the Parish and the Cure of Souls 

The Priest presides at all the main offices and occasional offices. It is to be desired that the 

Priest should preach the gospel and be able to expound the scriptures to those present. 

Members of the congregation who have led and preached at Morning Worship during the 

vacancy. 

 Clergy have visited our housebound members and elderly folk on a regular basis even if this 

has had to be via open windows or doorways during lockdowns. There was also a team of 

people who would take all the ingredients for a ‘pop-up’ coffee morning to our housebound.  



These are mostly social with a short time of prayer together as well.  We call this Friends at 

Home who arrive complete with thermos flasks, mugs and biscuits as well as prayer cards. 

We also had an ecumenical group on the second Tuesday each Month called Good 

Companions, again this was curtailed during lockdown, but has now resumed in the form of 

a coffee morning open to all. 

For a few years we ran a successful Messy Church once every two months.  But after seven 

years the volunteers were becoming scarce and most of the families attending belonged to 

other churches, so we sadly stopped this ministry.  Over the years many children and 

families were introduced to the idea of Church and the teaching of the Gospel. 

The Electoral Roll at the end of 2020 was 48...the exact number back in 2010. It may not 

feel like growth but there are a lot of new faces. 

Committees 

There are three main committees involved in the work at St Thomas’.  There is a Standing 

Committee consisting of Clergy, Churchwardens, Treasurer and Deanery Synod Reps. This 

committee can take executive decisions between PCC meetings and has the power to agree 

a limited expenditure.  There is the Mow Cop Community Hall Committee which involves 

our Hall Chairman/Manager and several others, both church and non-church members, who 

look after the day to day running of the hall and manage the fundraising aspects of the hall 

life. There is the PCC which consists of principle officers, elected and co-opted members 

which is the main decision-making body of the church.   

Charity Giving 

We view Charity giving as an important part of our work as a church.  Our charity giving was 

£2,040 in 2020 and £1720 in 2021 which was divided between UCB, Send a Cow, Tearfund 

and The Peter Pan Centre.  This is 10% of our collections.   

For such a small church we are so grateful to be able to pay our Parish Share to the Diocese 

when so many churches have been unable to meet this contribution. 

To the Person Reading this Profile 

You will no doubt have read many Parish Profiles and wondered where God is leading you. 

We want only what God Himself wants. The person who is led by the Holy Spirit will know 

and recognise that calling and as you care for us we will aim to care for you as well.  You will 

be warmly welcomed to our happy and caring church.  God bless. 
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St Thomas’ Church Mow Cop 

Mission Action Plan 2022 

Discipleship 

1. We are offering a weekly service during the Interregnum period in church. This will 

be a monthly Communion services interspersed with Morning Worship on the other 

three Sundays. 

2. Our Worship uses Common Worship and the accompanying Lectionary. 

3. Our teaching is Bible based aimed at helping and sometimes challenging people to 

lead fulfilled Christian lives as well as value the sacraments of the Church. 

4. We are offering short Bible Study Courses where we look at a particular Biblical 

theme or book in order to understand and deepen our faith. 
5. Good Companions has now resumed in the form of a monthly Coffee Morning. 

6. We will resume our ‘Open the Book’ outreach Assemblies fortnightly in the local Primary 

School for April 2022. 

7. Our Sunday School whilst Covid restrictions apply is delivered to families where both 

activities and Biblical teaching is given to the children through their parents. The material is 

prepared carefully by the Sunday School Leader before delivery. After lifting of restrictions 

the Sunday School will return to the Community Hall during services 

8. Occasional Services, Baptism, Weddings and Funerals are also offered by visiting clergy. 

We endeavour to continue to offer all of these through our indeterminate Interregnum as the 

Lord provides the strength for us to do so and being upheld by the prayers of the Church. 

 

Vocation 

1. Our main aim is to present every person mature in Christ Jesus. 

2. To encourage each person to find their personal vocation or calling from the Lord, and to 

fulfil that calling. 

3. To promote the knowledge of the Christian faith as the one true path to the Kingdom of 

Heaven by following He who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

4. To encourage both group and personal study of the Holy Bible. 

5. To encourage attendance at Church activities to promote fellowship, spiritual 

encounters with the Risen Lord through worship and the receiving of the Sacraments. 

6. To explore personal and corporate prayer as a way of life. 

7. To value each other with our separate gifts and to encourage a life of service using those 

gifts. 

8. To encourage active participation in the maintenance and management of our Church 

here in Mow Cop. 

9. For each person to meet with Jesus and walk ever closer with him in their daily lives. 

10. To share in the welfare of others and to care for God’s children here on earth. 

 

 



Evangelism 

1. Living and worshipping to promote Christian living within our community in Mow Cop. 

2. To engage in fresh expressions of Church, and to learn from the experiences of the past year 

in using new technology to communicate the Gospel. 

3. To maintain our daily input on our Facebook Page to reach out beyond our walls with prayer 

and information of our activities. 

4. To gain the confidence to share the Gospel with those we come into contact with through 

our daily lives; and to have the courage to proclaim our faith in Christ. 

5. To engage in work with children through our local school in Open the Book, special School 

services, promotional literature, and through our Sunday School. 

6. Providing Pastoral Care especially to our housebound members, those in Care Homes, those 

facing the end of life and to the bereaved. 

7. Using the various and occasional offices of the Church to promote the Gospel and resisting 

the temptation of allowing them to be merely secular events. 

8. Promoting Christian values and service by members of the Church in and to their communities, 
to the benefit of individuals and society as a whole. 

9. By encouraging community involvement in the local Church by inviting people to events, 

special services e.g., Remembrance Day, Carol Services, Musical events and our regular 

offices.  

10. By remembering we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us. He provides the 

inspiration and power to spread His kingdom on earth. 

 

We have tasted the Goodness of God and found that “in all these things we are more 

than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 

8:34ff) 

 

 

 


