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St Michael & All Angels Church, Wilmington 

Parish Profile 

 

Our Vision Statement 

St Michael and All Angels is seeking to be a growing and supportive Church at 

the heart of the Parish of Wilmington.  We aim to grow across generations and 

for our church to be welcoming to all.  A church to encounter God, where personal 

faith can grow and flourish.  Our mission work aims to encompass local, 

Diocesan, national and international communities and to serve through prayer, 

pastoral support, practical help and financial aid. 

Re-dedication service in July 2012 following the re-ordering of the interior of the church building 
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Welcome 
 

This is St Michael and All Angels Church Parish Profile. 

We seek a vicar to work with us to serve Jesus Christ in the Parish of 

Wilmington.  

We hope that from this profile, you can learn about what we offer as a parish 

and be encouraged to consider whether you would like to join us. 
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What we are looking for in our vicar… 
 

St Michael & All Angels Church (“St Michael’s”) is a busy and active Church serving the 

needs of the Parish.  Therefore, we need a dedicated vicar with the following skills to 

meet the needs of the Parish: 

 

 A leader who can facilitate and encourage both personal and church growth. 

 An individual with strong pastoral focus and interpersonal skills. 

 Someone with a Bible based approach to teaching and a flexible approach to 

different styles of worship. 

 A good communicator who works well as part of a team. 

 Someone to encourage the spiritual and prayer life of the church. 

 A person with a heart for outreach and evangelism, wanting to invite, welcome and 

receive people from all backgrounds.  

 An individual with good management and financial skills and who is IT competent. 

 An individual willing to work with other churches and denominations. 

 

If you believe that God is calling you to be the next minister to lead his people here at St 

Michael’s and think that you fit the above requirements, then please contact the Diocese 

of Rochester, as directed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Some of the members of our adult congregation 
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Introduction to the Parish 

The Parish of St Michael & All Angels is located in the village of Wilmington, Dartford, with 192 on the 

Electoral Roll, 93 of which are not resident within the Parish.  There are three services on a Sunday at 8.30 

am, 10.30 am and 6.30 pm, with the highest attendance being at the 10.30 am service.  The average 

weekly attendance was 113 adults and 12 children as recorded in October 2017.  We try to meet the needs 

of all our parishioners, young and old, by offering a wide variety of services and activities.  St Michael’s is 

a busy parish with a strong ministry team, supported by members of the congregation, as well as strong 

connections with the wider community.  

Wilmington is part of the Deanery of Dartford, comprising 12 parishes in 10 benefices covering the towns 

of Dartford and Swanley and the countryside in between. The deanery churches, to various extents, 

support the work of Christians Together, and this includes the foodbank, Street Pastors, winter night 

shelter and debt counselling. The clergy chapter is supportive, meets together regularly and goes on an 

annual retreat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

A view of the west side of the 

church from across the churchyard 

with the Parish Centre, a modern 

extension opened in 2000, on the 

left. 

A view of the churchyard from the main 

path to the church.  The church hall and 

vicarage in Curates Walk, are beyond 

the trees – see pictures on page 16 
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Wilmington, Dartford and surrounding areas 

Size 

Wilmington is to the south of the built up town of Dartford, about a mile away. It is bordered to the south 

and west by farmland.  Wilmington is mainly residential and in 2011, there were 5,000 people and 2050 

households, 20% of those in rented accommodation (Figures taken from the Diocese website). There is a 

shop, pubs, schools, nursing homes, community buildings, and a park.  There are also two other church 

groups: Wilmington Christian Fellowship (“WCF”), and another church which meets in a local school.  We 

hold a couple of joint Services a year with WCF, one of which is held in the local park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locality 

Dartford, 25 years ago, was a Kentish market town with a strong manufacturing base (Engineering, 

Pharmaceuticals, and Cement). In recent years, nearly all the large factories have closed.  In the past five 

years there has been a housing boom with many flats and apartments being built (and many more 

planned) in the town centre.  The town centre is rather run down, partly due to the decline in high street 

shopping, the closeness of the large Bluewater shopping centre and the promised redevelopment of the 

town. 

 

Transport links 

There is a regular bus service through Wilmington to Dartford, the main local hospital and Bluewater in 

one direction and to Swanley and Orpington in the other.  Dartford has ‘Fastrack’ buses that provide fast 

reliable transport to the main local hospital, Bluewater, Ebbsfleet and Gravesend.  Dartford is a hub for 

other local buses. 

The railway station at Dartford runs trains to London main line stations including Charing Cross, Waterloo, 

London Bridge and Victoria, and more recently connects with the Thameslink service.  In 2007, a new 

International rail link was constructed to link Britain to the continent and included a new station at 

Ebbsfleet, which is close to Dartford. This has resulted in a further link to London to St Pancras, a 20-

minute journey.  In the opposite direction, the rail link connects to a number of European cities.  

Outdoor service with Wilmington Christian Fellowship 

 



St Michael & All Angels Church Wilmington Parish Profile 2018 Page 6 
 

There are good road connections in the area.  Dartford has the Dartford Crossing, which forms part of the 

M25, the London Orbital motorway.  The A2/M2, which runs from London to Canterbury and Dover, goes 

through Dartford, while the A20/M20, which runs from London to Ashford and the Channel Tunnel, is not 

far away. 

 

Education 

There are several Pre-school groups and two Primary Schools in Wilmington.  The secondary education 

system in Kent is still based on selection.  There are Wilmington Grammar Schools one each for boys and 

girls, and a non-selective co-educational senior school, Wilmington Academy.  Dartford also has Grammar 

Schools for boys and girls, and other Academy Schools.  The North Kent College, a college of Further and 

Higher Education, has its Dartford campus on the border with Wilmington. 

 

Local Shopping  

There is a shop ‘Wilmington Stores’, and a Co-operative convenience store on the edge of the Parish.  

Dartford Town centre has a number of supermarkets including Sainsbury’s, Aldi, Lidl and Iceland. Built 

about 20 years and 5 miles away is Bluewater a very large shopping Mall with all the major stores such as 

Marks and Spencer, John Lewis and House of Fraser.  Within the complex is a multi-screen Cinema and 

many restaurants.  

 

Health 

Darent Valley, a large modern hospital is located about three miles from Wilmington. There are several 

Doctors surgeries and Dentists in Dartford. 

 

Theatre and Arts 

Dartford has two major venues for the performing Arts.  The Orchard Theatre located in the town centre 

includes a range of drama, dance, and musical entertainment.  The Mick Jagger Centre is attached to 

Dartford Grammar School for Boys and offers a variety of musical entertainment.   

 

Sports Facilities 

There are a vast selection of sports facilities, including gyms, supplied by local Leisure Centres offering a 

variety of sporting activities including Swimming, Tennis, Badminton, and Bowls.  There are a number of 

good local Football Clubs that offer players the opportunity to play all levels, including Dartford Town 

football club, who play in the Southern League.   There are at least five local Golf Courses, of which one is 

in Wilmington.  Oakfield Park, adjacent to the churchyard, is used for training/practice for local 

football/cricket clubs with Dartford Cricket Club playing some of their home games there, particularly 

their youth team.  
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Our history and heritage   

The Church is listed among the Anglo Saxon churches recorded in Textus Roffensis, which was compiled 

in 1115 AD.  All that remains of the original chapel is the West wall of the nave and part of the North and 

South walls. The nave roof is thought to be 15th or 16th Century, there is an Anglo Saxon font and the pulpit 

is dated 1655.   The remainder of the church is Victorian. 

 

In 1253, St Michael’s became a church in its own right with Hugo William de Litchfield as its first vicar.  

Prior to the reformation of the Church under Henry VIII, much of Wilmington was owned by monastic 

bodies, including Dartford Priory.   In 1539, St Michael’s came under the patronage of the Dean and 

Chapter of Rochester Cathedral who remain its Patrons.   The North Aisle was added in 1840 and the south 

aisle in 1881.  In 1884, The Chancel was rebuilt and the Choir and Clergy Vestries added. 

 

The Parish of Wilmington was probably created in the 19th century and at that time, it would have included 

the open farmland and woods to the west of the Church, which later became known as Joydens Wood.  

In 1972, Joydens Wood became divided, part in the GLC and the other half in Kent. There was a small 

Church, St Barnabas, located in the Bexley side of Joydens Wood and, after much debate, it was decided 

to join the two halves of Joydens Wood together and create a new larger Parish of St Barnabas. 

 

A large church hall was built in 1960 and is used for many church events and by other local organisations.   

 

In 1973, the whole of the roof at the north end of the church was completely replaced at great expense 

following the discovery of dry rot in the main roof timbers. 

 

In 1999 a new Parish Centre was built on the north side of the Church, which provided much needed toilet 

facilities, a meeting room and a small kitchen.  It was dedicated in 2000. 

 

After around five years of fundraising in 2012, the Church interior was completely re-ordered.  The old 

pews and rotten pew platforms were removed and under floor heating was installed under a new stone 

floor.  This work included new electrics, lighting, security and a gallery for housing a new audio/visual 

display system, which also created a location for the bell ringers away from the main entrance.  
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Aspects of church life 

Worship at St Michael’s 

St Michael's is a lively church with a vision to celebrate, proclaim and demonstrate God's love as shown 

in Jesus Christ.  There are many aspects to our life at St Michael's but our Sunday gatherings are at the 

heart of all we do.  Bible teaching is central to our meeting together because we believe the Bible to be 

God's means of building up and equipping His Church. 

Our ministry team share in leadership at services and the prayer ministry team offer ministry at 10.30 am 

Communion services. 

Patterns of Worship during the month 
 8.30 am 10.30 am 6.30 pm 

1st Sunday Holy Communion Family Worship with 
Baptisms 

Evening Prayer (Book of Common 
Prayer) 

2nd Sunday Morning Prayer Family Communion Evening Prayer 

3rd Sunday Holy Communion (Book 
of Common Prayer) 

Family all-age Worship Evening Prayer 

4th Sunday Morning Prayer Family Worship Holy Communion 

5th Sunday Holy Communion Family Worship Songs of Praise 

Mondays – 9.00 am Morning Prayer 1st Saturday of the month – 9.00 am Parish Prayer & Praise 

 

Special Services 
 Advent: Service of Light 

 Christmas: Nativity & Toy Service; Service of lessons and carols; Carols by Candlelight; Christmas 

Eve Crib Service; Midnight Communion; Christmas Day Service 

 Mothering Sunday & Fathers’ Day Services 

 Holy Week: Palm Sunday presentation of Palms; Maundy Thursday Agape Meal & Holy 

Communion; Good Friday services; Easter Day services including sunrise service in the 

churchyard. 

 Ascension Day   

 Harvest Festival 

 Patronal Festival (last Sunday of September) 

 Remembrance Day: morning service with uniformed organisations and local councillors, followed 

by a service at the local war memorial; there is also a memorial service for recently bereaved. 

 Regular services in local care homes 

 

Music at St Michael’s 

St Michael’s uses a range of styles and types of music in its worship.  The Church choir, led by our Music 

Director, is affiliated to The Royal School of Church Music, which encourages good music everywhere 

through fostering outreach from the churches into the community.  Our music is therefore a mix of 

contemporary songs and traditional hymns. 
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We have a Norman & Beard pipe organ, made in 1912, which is used at the majority of our services.  There 

is also a worship band consisting of up to 12 members who play a variety of instruments at the monthly 

all-age family service and at other special occasions.  There is also available a Roland keyboard and an 

upright piano.  We endeavour to encourage individuals, especially young people, to come and play 

instruments. 

A choir has been leading worship in church for over 50 years and although membership of the choir has 

gradually reduced somewhat, it is still a regular feature of our worship.  For special services and other 

musical occasions, we have a number of individuals who come forward to augment the choir.  

There are occasional concerts and special services led by the choir.  In the last few years, the augmented 

choir have sung Maunder's 'Olivet to Calvary', 'Jerusalem Joy' by Roger Jones and the 'Crucifixion' by John 

Stainer. 

Baptisms  
Baptisms normally take place on the first Sunday in the month during the 10.30 am service.  Prior to the 

event, Baptism preparation is held to get to know the families and for them to understand the significance 

of the commitment they are making. 

 

Weddings 
St Michael’s has always been a popular venue for weddings. 

 

Funerals 
Funerals are conducted and there is a Garden of Remembrance in the churchyard where ashes can be 

interred.  Currently there is very limited availability for burials in the lower Churchyard.  

 

School Services 

There are three Secondary Schools, two Primary and Infants Schools and a pupil referral unit within the 

Parish.   At Christmas time, the church is extremely busy with the many schools’ carol services and 

concerts. 

 

Wilmington Masonic Hall 
Every year just prior to Christmas the church is invited to sing carols at the local Masonic Hall’s Christmas 

dinner.  This is a traditional event having been held for over the past 50 years. 
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Organisation of Ministry within the Church  
The Ministry Team 
In addition to the vicar, St Michael’s is blessed with a number of preachers who speak at services, with 

the permission of the vicar.  Below is a list of those who regularly assist in the Ministry of the Church and 

in the wider parish community: 

 Reader with Permission to Officiate (PTO), who regularly leads services, preaches, assists at 

services of Holy Communion and takes Communion to church members unable to attend church; 

he also conducts funerals.  He prepares the church prayer calendar and assists at ‘Holiday at 

Home’1 and with Youth and Children’s work. He is also Chaplain to the local branch of Sea Cadets 

and is the link representative to the Church in Kondoa, Tanzania, which is supported by St 

Michael’s. 

 Licensed Lay Minister, who regularly leads services, preaches, assists at services of Holy 

Communion and makes regular Home Communion visits; she also conducts funerals.  She conducts 

services in Care Homes, and having been a teacher, assists with the Youth and Children’s work 

within the Parish.  She is a member of the Pastoral Care Team. 

 Licensed Lay Reader, who regularly leads services, preaches and assists at services of Holy 

Communion, offers Home Communion visits and is involved in prayer ministry. Her full time 

employment is as Chaplain to the Thames Gateway YMCA including Dartford. 

 Pastoral Assistant totally involved with all areas of Pastoral need within the Parish. She assists with 

Youth & Children’s work, ‘Holiday at Home’, leads the Pastoral Care Team and is Deputy Warden 

for Lay Ministry in the Rochester Archdeaconry.  She is also the link representative to the Church 

in Kondoa, Tanzania, which is supported by St Michael’s. 

 Youth & Children’s Worker is employed by the Parish to organise all aspects of work amongst 

children and young people. 

 Occasional Preachers: The church is fortunate to have a number of members who undertake 

preaching by invitation of the vicar, one of whom has the Bishop’s authorisation. 

 Pastoral Care: A Pastoral Care Team meets to share information concerning pastoral needs. 

 

House Groups  
St Michael’s has five active house groups, one meets in the daytime and the others meet during the 

evenings.  A programme of study is prepared which follows themes from the Bible and the York courses, 

which discuss a wide range of contemporary issues relevant to Christians today.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Holiday at Home is a day of recreation for those unable to get away for a holiday - see Page 14 
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Governance & administration of the church 
Churchwardens & PCC 

There are currently 2 churchwardens, 3 deputy churchwardens (2 who share the role of verger) and 1 

assistant churchwarden.                               

The PCC consists of a 14 elected members, and one co-opted.  Reporting to the PCC there are five sub 

Committees or Task Groups which are as follows 

 Stewardship Task Group 

 Worship Task Group 

 Social Task Group 

 Outreach Task Group 

 Youth Worker Management Team 

The Leadership Team is a group that supports the Vicar, consisting of the lay ministers, churchwardens 

and Youth Worker.  

 

Parish Administrator 
The Vicar and Churchwardens are supported by a part-time Parish Administrator who operates from the 

church office, 9 hours per week.  It is currently a voluntary position but the PCC has agreed that when the 

current person retires, the position should be paid.  

 

Roles of the Parish administrator  

1. Office Manager – to manage the work of the church office and provide high-quality administrative 

services for the church. 

2. To provide administrative support for the vicar so that he/she is released to focus on ministry. 

3. Communications -To act as a focus for church life where enquiries are dealt with, data is stored 

and information disseminated. 

4. To be the church’s interface with the outside world, providing a neutral & welcoming point of 

contact. 

 

Associated groups 
There are a number of groups affiliated with the church: 

1. Wilmington Parochial Charity. This is a charitable Trust administered by 7 Trustees one of whom 

is the Vicar of St Michael & All Angels Church, Wilmington. 

2. Mothers’ Union branch has a small number of members who meet monthly. 

3. 1st Wilmington (St Michael’s) Scout Group is sponsored by the church and attends church parades 

occasionally.  The Vicar of St Michael & All Angels Church, Wilmington is a trustee of the group, 

which is registered as a charity. 

4. Sea Cadets attend church occasionally.  The Lay Reader with PTO is the Chaplain of the local unit. 
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Youth Work 
Youth work Objective 

The object of St Michaels Youth Work is to introduce the youth and children of the local community into 

the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ. 

Background 

With a large number of schools within the Parish, in 2002 it was decided that a full time Youth Worker 

should be employed and this has been our policy since then.  Our current Youth Worker has been in post 

since September 2017.  There is currently something on offer every week to those up to the age of 18, 

living locally.  The Youth Work at St Michael’s is currently varied and growing. 

Work within Schools 

Schools work consists of weekly Christian Union lunch groups at two Secondary schools and monthly 

assemblies in local Primary schools.  The Christian Union groups are 45 minutes of discussion about 

discipleship with food and fun and are well attended.  The monthly assemblies at the local Primary school 

reaches about 800 children and are a great way to share the Christian message with all who attend. 

Youth and Children’s work at St Michael’s 

St Michael’s has an Under 5’s group that meet every Thursday morning, during term-time, offering a 

relaxing place for parents & carers to bring their young ones. It is a safe and friendly way to build 

relationships within the local community.  

For Sunday Services there is also a crèche at the back of the church, which has been recently reintroduced. 

There is a weekly Thursday evening youth group called Encounter, aimed at non-churched young people, 

which provides a safe environment for them to socialise.  It is a place where the Church can build 

community relations and show the young people that the Church values them.  There is an opportunity 

for growth here. 

Young people’s discipleship at St Michael’s 

For the very small children there is JaM (Jesus and Me) club on Sundays, for 3-10 year olds, from 10.30 – 

11.45 am.  The Youth Church for 11-18s is at a similar time, at a different venue.  The Young People’s 

Discipleship group (YPD) is scheduled for every other Monday from 7.00 - 8:30 pm.  Current numbers are 

not large, but this does allow individual relationships to be built.  

Messy Church 

There is a monthly Messy Church service on the third Sunday afternoon from 3.00 pm to 5.00 pm in the 

church hall.  The activities include craft, a Bible story and a light meal.  It is aimed at families and most 

parents accompany their young children.  It is a great place for people not accustomed to church, to relax 

in an informal environment. 
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Holiday Club 

The church holds a 4-day Holiday Club for 4-10 year olds immediately after the August Bank holiday.  This 

is a popular event with the local Community and around 70 children attend.  The event has many activities 

including craft, exercise, music and singing and also prayer and Bible teaching.  On the last evening there 

is a barbeque for the families with games, and a bouncy castle for the children.  The week ends with a 

special Sunday Holiday Club service in the Church, led by the Youth Worker & Holiday Club team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parish communications 

St Michael and All Angels Church endeavours to ensure that all Parishioners within the local community 

are fully informed of all planned Church events for the coming weeks and months through various media 

channels. 

 

Church Website & Facebook page 

St Michael’s has its own website, www.stmichaelswilmington.org.uk and Facebook page, where further 

information about the church can be found. 

 

Church Notices 

Every week, church notices, which include future church events, are distributed by email and to all 

worshippers at Sunday services.   

 

Wilmington Parish News 

Is a bi-monthly magazine produced, by members of St Michael’s, for the residents of Wilmington.  It 

contains articles of local interest, information about the church and other organisations, and a selection 

of advertisements for local services and trades. 

Holiday Club 2018 

http://www.stmichaelswilmington.org.uk/
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Church social events 
There are many social events throughout the year, to encourage fellowship.  Everyone is welcome to these 

events and they form an outreach to the local community.   Regular events are as follows: 

 

Coffee Stop 

We have an extremely popular Coffee stop every Tuesday morning from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon and is 

open to all.  Most weeks, the local care home, Sonya Lodge, bring some residents along.  Relatives often 

join them, as it is a pleasant and relaxed environment in which to meet.  

 

Parish Breakfast 

On every third Sunday in the month, a parish breakfast takes place in the Church Hall.  It is timed to slot 

in between the 8.30 am Communion service and the 10.30 am Family service.  This enables people from 

either service to enjoy the fellowship over breakfast  

 

Holiday at Home 

Three times during the year, the Church organises a ‘Holiday at Home’ programme.  This is an outreach 

event for those who have little opportunity to get out and meet with others.  The events take place in 

April, July and October with regularly around 30 attendees and include a short time of worship, food, 

entertainment, craft and community singing.  It is extremely popular with older residents who always 

seem to enjoy the event.   

 

Maundy Thursday 

Every year on Maundy Thursday evening there is an Agape meal served in the Church Hall, which combines 

with a service of Holy Communion.   

 

August Bank Holiday Fair 

There is an annual village fair where the Church has stalls and it provides an opportunity to promote the 

church in the village. 

 

Christmas Fair 

This is an annual event organised by the church and held in the church.  Its main function is to raise money.  

Stalls are also offered to local charities.  

 

Scrabble and Craft Group  

These are two other active groups held in the Parish Centre, which meet regularly.  

 

Model Railway Exhibition 

This has been a successful fundraising and social event over the last 21 years, raising over £150,000 

towards St Michael’s Youth Work and Children’s charities. 
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Finance 
 
In 2012 the major refurbishment of the Church, costing just under £500,000, was completed. The funds 

for the project were raised from Donations, Legacies, Fund Raising, Grants and Loans totalling almost 

£100,000. These loans were paid back over 5 years and the final instalments paid in December 2017. 

During these 5 years, the PCC had the difficult task of keeping our income and costs balanced which 

resulted in us having a General Fund deficit of £8,000 as we started 2018. However, with continued cost 

control and our income remaining constant we are confident that the deficit will be reduced to zero by 

the end of 2019. 

Whilst our reserves are not as high as we would wish, we do have funds available for urgent repairs to the 

Church and Church Hall and for minor improvements. Larger projects usually result in a fund raising appeal 

for which the church members and supporters always respond very positively. 

The finance team includes the Treasurer, Gift Aid secretary and Envelope giving scheme co-ordinator, the 

churchwardens and others who deal with tasks such as banking.  All are volunteers. 

A full copy of the Church accounts and Annual Report can be found on the St Michael’s website. 
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Church buildings and land 

The Vicarage 
 

The Vicarage is adjacent to the Church and the 

Church Hall.  It was built and acquired by the Diocese 

in 2001.  It is a modern, comfortable 5-bedroom 

house with a reasonably sized garden.  Downstairs 

there are two reception rooms, a separate study, hall, 

kitchen & utility room.  The building is well insulated 

with double glazed windows and gas fired central 

heating.  The garage is adequate for one car.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Church Hall 
  
The Church Hall was built in 1960 and is a single story 

building with a small rear car park.  It contains an 

entrance hall and an office for the Church Administrator 

& Youth Worker.  The toilets were refurbished about 15 

years ago.  There is a large kitchen and at the rear there 

is a small meeting room.  There is a large stage 

constructed in 1977 to support the creation of the 

‘Wilmington Players’ in celebration of the Queen’s 

Jubilee.  They continue to perform regular plays.  The 

hall is used regularly by St Michael’s Playgroup, Keep Fit 

and Dance groups.  

 

 

 

Scout Hut    

The Scout Hut is situated in Whitehead Close about half a mile from the Church and has an active Beaver, 

Cub and Scout Group.  The land on which the building sits is leased by the Scout Group from the church. 

Vicarage & front garden with access to the church hall on 

right hand side of the photograph 

 

St Michael’s Church hall with view of the vicarage at the rear 

of the hall/hall car park.  The churchyard is to the right. 

 


