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About St Oswalds 
 

The church stands above the village of Winwick on raised ground, welcoming all 
who pass through.There is evidence that Christianity has been practiced on the site  
for over 1,000 years.  Winwick is mentioned in the Domesday Book and the church is  
an integral part of the area's history and community.  
 

How to find us 

 
Winwick is on the A49, close to Junction 9 of the M62 and Junction 22 of the M6.  
The church address is: 
Winwick Church, Golborne Road, Winwick, WA2 8SZ. 
 

If travelling from the north or south on the M6, exit at Junction 22 and head for 49 Newton-
le-Willows.  At the next roundabout, take the third exit onto the A49 (Newton Road).  You 
will see the church ahead of you.  Take the second road on the right (Golborne Road) 
which takes you past The Swan pub on your right and with the church now on your left. 
 The church car park is just past the church on your left down a small road called Church 
Walk (the turn is just past the Pampa beauty parlour on your right).  
 
If travelling from the east or west on the M62, exit at J9 and take the third exit off the 
roundabout signposted A49 Newton-le-Willows.  At the next roundabout, take the second 
exit onto the A49 (Newton Road).  You will see the church ahead of you. Take the second 
road on the right (Golborne Road) which takes you past The Swan pub on your right and 
with the church now on your left.  The church car park is just past the church on your left 
down a small road called ChurchWalk (the turn is just past the Pampa beauty parlour on 
your right). 

 
 

Church and Parish 
 
The Parish Church of St Oswald stands above the village of Winwick two kilometres from 
the centre of Warrington.  In 2011 Census there are approximately 17,753 households and 
a population of 41,000 recorded in WA2.  The Church sits on raised ground and the 
location is semi-rural. The Church is recorded in the National Heritage List for England as a 
designated Grade 1 listed building.  We are part of the Winwick Deanery in the 
Archdeaconry of St Helens & Warrington within the Diocese of Liverpool. The Church has 
a car park for approx. 20 cars and a church hall that is used by the community as well as 
the church.  
  
 
The earliest part of the Church dates from the early 13th century.  Additions were made in 
1330 to create the Legh Chapel and organ chamber.  The West tower was added in 1358 
and the walls and the North arcade in 1580.  Oliver Cromwell stationed his troops in the 
Church in 1648 after the Battle of Red Bank.  The South porch was added in 1720 and the 
South arcade rebuilt in 1836.  The Spire was rebuilt in 1869 and the Tower restored in 
1931-32.  More details can be found here. 
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In 1847-49, the 13th Earl of 
Derby had the chancel, 
sanctuary and vestry 
rebuilt by the English 
architect, Augustus Pugin.  
The altar cloth is beautifully 
embroidered and has 
recently been restored  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The main church has two chapels; the Legh Chapel dating from the 16th century, has 
monuments to the local Legh family. In the Gerrard Chapel is a damaged font dating from 
around 1400, and a brass to Peter Gerard who died in 1495. The Gerrard Chapel now 
houses a small museum area.  
 
More recently - In 2009 an infestation of death watch beetle was discovered in the ceilings 
of the Nave and North and South aisles.  The Church building was closed for seven years 
whilst the ceilings were removed, treated, restored and replaced in three phases with the 
help of funds from the National Lottery, Heritage Lottery Fund, parishioners and the 
community.  The Church building reopened in 2017.   
 
Winwick Church of England Primary School is located close to the Church on Myddleton 
Lane.  The School currently has 192 pupils and 32 staff.   
 

.   
 
There are close links with the 
School and Church and we 
would wish this to continue.  
The Incumbent has been 
involved with regular worship 
in School and the children are 
accustomed to coming over to 
Church to take part in 
services, special events such 
as Mothering Sunday, Easter 
and Harvest and at the end of 
the School year. The picture 
shows the recent Easter tree. 

http://www.stoswaldwinwick.church/
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Previously there was an Ethos Group held at lunchbreak once a week for two or three 
children from each class from Year 2 to Year 6, studying the Bible, looking at School 
values and creating crafts to display in School and Church.  We are hopeful that this will 
begin again soon.   
 
St  Oswald’s Nursing Care Home is located next to the Rectory.  The Incumbent and 
Churchwarden visited the Home once a month to provide a short service of worship and 
communion to residents.  We also encourage the residents to attend Church activities and 
services.    
 
St Oswald’s Church takes part in the annual Christian Aid endeavour and Poppy Day. 
 

 

Ministry 
 
In addition to the Incumbent we are very fortunate to have with us at St. Oswalds a non-
stipendiary minister whose curacy has until June 2022 to run.  The Hospital Chaplain at 
Hollins Park is an OLM in a neighbouring parish  
 
St Oswald’s Church is Traditional Anglican, the worship being mainly Eucharistic.  
Vestments have always been worn.  An Ecumenical Statement was signed in 2003 as St 
Oswald’s is the only Church in the Parish of Winwick. 
  
We have a Churchwarden, who is actively involved in the responsibility of looking after our 
Church, assists at weddings and funerals, shares Sacristan duties with the Incumbent and 
has had training in leading worship.  Currently a member of the congregation also has 
permission to lead worship.  Worship is enhanced by a small Choir.  We have a team of 
nine established Sidespeople who provide a St. Oswalds welcome.  We have a team who 
read the lessons and lead intercessions.   
 

 
 
We have regular Messy Church 
sessions coordinated by two leaders 
and helpers, usually at Harvest, Easter 
and Christmas. 
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The Parochial Church Council of 2021/22 has four ex-officio and seven elected members.  
The Incumbent chairs the PCC Meetings.  There is a Standing Committee including a Vice-
Chair. 
 
Mission and outreach to the community is currently focused mainly on our School and 
Occasional Offices.   We try hard to engage with newly married couples and baptism 
families.  We have an “all age” shorter service on the first Sunday of the month and invite 
families to attend.   
 
We are part of the Winwick Deanery.  Currently with the help of the Archdeacon and Area 
Dean we have been involved with forming a Joint Council with the Croft, Culcheth, 
Glazebury and Hollinfare Churches and are very excited and optimistic about this new 
venture. The Bishop suspended the living with effect from November 2020.   
 
The Parochial Church Council decided not to debate Resolutions A & B.   
  

Social 
 
The Church has a social committee that host a number of events each year, including 
lunches, evening events and band concerts, for the benefit of the Church and community. 
The highlight of the year is the village carol service followed by festive refreshments. 

 
Finance 
 
Our General Fund is currently in balance and in 2020 we met our Parish Share in full.  We 
have a debt of Parish Share going back to the time when the Church building was closed 
for seven years due to infestation of death watch beetle.  In recent years our expenditure 
has exceeded income and we continue to try reverse this trend by economising and fund 
raising.  We have recently joined the Parish Giving Scheme.  Some parishioners give via 
Standing Order and we encourage Gift Aided donations.  We have a SumUp machine for 
card donations.  There is a 100 Club that supplements the regular income. Ad hoc funding 
is raised via Gala’s, fairs and quiz nights. 
 
  
The Incumbents expenses have been paid in full. 
 
  
A copy of the Annual Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2020 are attached.   
 

 
The People of St Oswalds  

 
There are currently 118 people on the Electoral Roll and we are also in contact with a 
further 12-15 families through Messy Church events. 
 

http://www.stoswaldwinwick.church/
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The approximate age ranges within the congregation are as follows: 
 

0-10 11-17 18-29 30-49 50-69 Over 70 

20 Four Six 20 20 45 

 

 
Current Service Pattern: 

 
Sunday  8 am  Book of Common Prayer 
  
 10am Alternating between: 
  Holy Communion or Service of the Word 
 
Tuesday 8pm Holy Communion (shorter service) 
 
Thursday 9.30am Holy Communion (shorter service) 
 
During term time we are joined in this Service by a class from School with their 
teachers.  The children enjoy taking part in the Service, doing the reading and 
assisting as servers during Holy Communion.   
 
On the first Sunday of the month it has been our tradition to have “an all-age” 
shorter service focused on families. Young people join in activities and the “talk or 
reflection” is shorter.  This has proven extremely popular and attendance numbers 
have risen. 
 
 

The Rectory 
 
 
Address: The New Rectory, Golborne Road, Winwick, WA2 8SZ. 

 
 
 

  
This is the Rectory, a four 
bedroom, detached house built 
in 1988 situated in a quiet 
position, less than five minutes 
walk from St. Oswalds Church. 
The house is spacious, in good 
decorative order and well 
maintained. There is a garage 
and ample room for additional 
cars to be parked on the drive.   
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The Study is of good size 
and situated within a 
vestibule off the main hall 
of the house.  The garden 
is laid mainly to lawn with 
a patio area and mature 
trees.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE ARE PRAYING FOR A PRIEST TO 
MINISTER TO THE COMMUNITY OF 
ST. OSWALDS CHURCH, WINWICK 

 
• who will embrace what we have achieved and develop the 

potential within the spiritual life of the Church in 
collaboration with the PCC and lay leadership in the 
Parish and within our relationship with other Churches in 
Winwick Deanery 
 

• who will engage with the Head Teacher, staff and pupils at 
Winwick Church of England School 
 

• who will continue to strengthen the Christian spirit within 
our community, encouraging all to follow our vision and 
Mission Statement to “come to faith, grow in faith within 
the community and to grow in numbers” 
 

http://www.stoswaldwinwick.church/
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ARE YOU THIS PERSON? 
 
We look forward to welcoming you. 
 
If you would like to talk informally about the possibility of 
serving here please contact Christine Melia, Churchwarden 
on01925 633102 or 0798 547 2157 

http://www.stoswaldwinwick.church/

