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Covid-19 
Obviously all the activities described in this parish profile 

were in place prior to the pandemic, but we are hopeful 

that when safe and appropriate to do so, these activities 

will gradually resume. 

How the church has adapted is covered in the section on 

communication 
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Our Vision for the future 

 

 

To maintain a traditional Anglican presence in the area and  

continue to provide a welcoming, vibrant and friendly atmosphere for 

our community through outreach and uplifting worship.   

 

To grow spiritually and become more active in the life of the community 

by working together in the love and fellowship of Christ. 

 

To maintain and develop the excellent links with the School, to develop 

our youth  work  and extend links with other churches. 



 4 

 

Overview 

 

Rossendale is situated half way between Bury and Burnley, with a semi-rural aspect in the foothills 

of the Pennines, on the northern edge of the Diocese of Manchester.  

What sort of priest would we hope for? 

Ideally we would wish for a priest who is able to empathise with our style of worship, which has a 

modern catholic tradition, but we are open to new ideas and development and feel that it is 

important that we develop links with other churches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the planned Rossendale Deanery reorganisation, we are looking forward to working closely 

with the other parishes in the Team and we consider it vital that the communities are brought 

together in a way whereby we can develop, and learn from each other, and in an atmosphere of 

mutual trust.   

At St Nicholas we look forward to developing our outreach, our pastoral care and our prayer life; 

and we would welcome someone who would be able to work with our newly appointed curate in 

charge in continuing to engage with members of the congregation, in for example Bible study, 

discussion and prayer groups, Advent and Lent courses.  

An empathy with children and young people would be an important attribute. It is essential that 

children and young people feel welcome in church; we have very strong links with our Church 

School and children are welcomed into church on a very regular basis and we feel it is very 

important that these links continue to be developed. 

We have capable people in the congregation who have in the past been given responsibility for 

various activities which has worked well, but above all, it has produced a supportive environment 

which has facilitated the smooth running of the church. 

As a result of the last deanery reorganization a new Mission Partnership was established based 

on ‘tradition’ as opposed to geographical location.  This partnership includes the churches of St 

Nicholas, Newchurch, St John the Evangelist, Facit, and St Bartholomew, Whitworth. 
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St Nicholas - Newchurch 

 

St Nicholas’s Newchurch, founded in 1511, has a supportive, faithful and growing congregation 

which enjoys Modern Catholic worship. There are two regular services each week on Sunday 

morning (Common Worship) and Wednesday morning (BCP) and we have a tradition of 

celebrating Saints’ days with an evening Eucharist.   Our usual Sunday attendance is 71 adults . 

 

Please see our website or facebook page for more details. There is a great deal of information 

here about our church, but what follows will  give a brief insight into where we are geographically 

and what we stand for as a church. 

 

 

www.stnicholasnewchurch.com 

 

The Local Area 

Newchurch lies half way between Rawtenstall and Bacup in the Rossendale Valley. History and 

heritage are abundant in the Valley’s buildings and in the traditions still practiced here, ranging 

from the World Black Pudding Throwing and Gravy Wrestling Championships to visiting Mr. 

Fitzpatrick’s Temperance Bar (120 years old and the last original in the country).  Within three 

miles are the Bacup Sculpture trail, three museums, three theatres and a steam railway.  Sport is 

significant – cricket, association football, rugby union, sailing water skiing, golf.  There is a dry ski 

slope, a mountain bike centre and many walks are available on hills, round reservoirs – the 

Rossendale Way is a 42 mile footpath round the borough boundary.  There are good equestrian 

facilities and the Pennine Bridalway runs through the parish.   

www.visitrossendale.com 

Within easy reach are professional theatres in Oldham, Bolton and Manchester and three 

internationally renowned orchestras in Manchester.  The award winning market at Bury is 8 miles 

to the south. 

 

Parish statistics 

The parish has a population of 6,500, housed in a mix of council/housing association property 

and privately owned accommodation. 19% of the population live in social rented housing.  On the 

overall deprivation scale, where 1 is the most deprived in the country, this parish ranks 2381 out 

of 12425. 24% of families have a lone parent.  11% of adults receive key out-of-work benefits. 

24% of population aged 60+ are in receipt of the Guaranteed part of Pension Credit. 26% of 

working age adults have no qualifications. 98% have English as their main language. Child poverty 
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is 18.1%, working age poverty 14.6% with pensioner poverty at 20.5%.   People living on their 

own in the parish is currently at 34%. The percentage over 65 is currently 16% 

 

The Rectory 

The rectory is a large mature detached property with stunning views over the Rossendale hills.  

Situated within the parish of St Nicholas, it is convenient for all local amenities.  The property 

itself comprises a lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen and study downstairs, with bathroom and 

four good bedrooms upstairs.  In addition there is gas central heating, double glazing, attached 

garage and mature gardens to the front and rear. 

 

The local community 

The village of Newchurch has a mixture of large detached houses, farm houses and smaller semi 

detached housing which are mainly on the Staghills housing estate. The population is 

predominantly white British.  

 

Children from the area are served by the Staghills Children’s Centre on Top Barn Lane, 

Newchurch for 0-5 year olds and Newchurch St Nicholas Church of England Primary School, 

Dark Lane, Newchurch for 5-11 year olds. For secondary education longer distances have to be 

travelled although the nearest, and perhaps the most famous, is the Bacup & Rawtenstall 

Grammar School, which has gained academy status, based in Waterfoot. 

 

The health needs of the community are covered by the Waterfoot Group of Doctors in 

Waterfoot and the Rossendale Primary Care Centre in Rawtenstall. The former has recently been 

refurbished and the latter is a brand new build.  
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The elderly are served by Heightside, a nursing home for the mentally ill; Ashlands a care home 

for the elderly and Brandwood a retirement/sheltered accommodation home. Home communion 

is taken to the latter two. 

 

There is a wide range of employment in the area although the two staple industries, cotton and 

shoe manufacturing, have seriously declined over the last few decades. The motorway links have 

enabled employment to be sought outside the traditional boundaries in Manchester, Blackburn, 

Burnley and East Lancashire. 

 

St. Nicholas C.E. Primary School is a one-form entry, Voluntary Controlled School operating 

through partnership between the Church and the Local Education Authority.  The school has a 

wide social mix catering for the 4-11 age range and is of modern design.  It was built on the 

present site in 1975.  The school draws most of its children from the large parish of St. Nicholas. 

  www.newchurchcofe.lancs.sch.uk 

History of the Church 

The Parish of St Nicholas, Newchurch with St John and St Michael, is a Church of England parish 

in the beautiful Rossendale Valley. We belong to the Diocese of Manchester and are part of the 

worldwide Anglican Communion. 

We pride ourselves in our warm welcome and the quality of our uplifting worship and music. We 

are blessed with a beautiful church building which inspires our worship and helps us to serve the 

needs of our local community. We are a diverse and welcoming congregation, who come from 

many different backgrounds 

The parish celebrated its 500
th

 year in 2011, with a pilgrimage to our founding church at Whalley 

Abbey, visits from Archbishop Sentamu (on Palm Sunday) and three Bishops, a medieval hog 

roast and games organised by the youth group, a concert organised by our May Queen and Boy 

Bishop, featuring home grown talent.  Our history is a springboard for our future activities, but its 

impetus must be constantly reinvigorated. 

 

Further details of the history of the church can be found on the church website together with 

information on the interior of the church. 

 

Authorised ministers 

The worshipping congregation is currently led by a Curate-in-charge serving his title, and 

supported by three colleagues.  Two have permission to Officiate and one is on secular 

employment and licensed as the Assistant Curate.  The Curate’s role is to co-lead worship, offer 

pastoral support to the community, identify and develop missional opportunities, and work 

collaboratively with other ministers within the changing context of the Deanery.   
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Communication within the Parish 

As with many other parishes during the pandemic, we have had to reassess how we 

communicate and keep in touch with our congregation and others in the parish. 

Zoom 

We are very grateful to Fr Alan Sowerbutts, a retired priest and member of our congregation, 

who celebrated a Eucharistic service every Sunday from home whilst the church was closed, 

streamed by zoom, with members of the congregation who were able, taking part through 

readings.   

 

 

 

 

 

We have continued to zoom and record services, even though the church is now open each 

Sunday.  These recorded services are made available on YouTube, the weekly e-newsletter, 

church website and Achurchnearyou for those people who feel reluctant to take part in a zoom 

service. 

YouTube 

With the opening of church, a service for Morning Prayer is said at 10:00am each Wednesday by 

Fr Scott. A recorded service is available each Thursday via YouTube as restrictions prevent the 

church being open on two consecutive days. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

E-newsletter 

An email newsletter is sent out each week with links to the Sunday service as well as news of 

events during the week. 

Facebook 

The church has a facebook page to facilitate the usual social media interactions. 
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Parish News 

Again, as with many churches, we are concerned that there are a large number of people in our 

congregation who are unable or feel reluctant to take part in our zoom services. 

To try and keep them informed and connected, we have continued to publish the monthly 

Parish Magazine and distribute this by post. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the pandemic a ‘communication network’ has become established whereby 

members of the congregation keep in touch via phone offering help as and when needed. 
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The Worshipping life of the Church 

The worshipping life of the church centres around the Eucharist. 

There is a Eucharist each Sunday at 10:30am, and a service for Morning Prayer at 10:00am on 

Wednesdays; from July this will also include the Eucharist.  A recorded service for morning prayer 

is available each Thursday on the church’s website and YouTube channel. 

The Narthex Experience is worship with a difference, once a month in the Narthex. The music 

group Revelation, (Keyboard and Guitars) leads the worship with songs, readings and open 

prayer within Compline. This is an alternative worship style for those who are happy to 

experiment.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Stations of the Cross in Lent has proved popular (10 to 20 worshippers). 

On Palm Sunday the congregation assembles on the Green and after worship moves into church.  

On Good Friday, after a short service in church, there is an ecumenical service on the Green, 

followed by hot cross buns at St Nicholas’. 

 

Once a month, the Eucharist is celebrated at two local residential homes and members of the 

congregation also attend. At least once a month communion is taken to the sick and 

housebound by one of our Lay Eucharistic Assistants.   

 

The celebration of the Eucharist on Saints’ Days usually has a congregation of a dozen. 

 

Church activities and organisations 

 

Church Choir: 

 

There is a robed choir of two dozen who have a weekly evening practice for the preparation of 

occasional anthems and to prepare music for special occasions such as Harvest Festival and the 

Christmas Carol Service. 
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Bell Ringers: We are fortunate to have twelve dedicated ringers to ring our 8 bells and they 

practise every Wednesday evening. 

 

Last year, on November 12th, the ringers recreated a peal of 5040 changes of Grandsire Triples 

celebrating the Armistice’s signing on November 12th 1918 

 

Church catering:  

Three members of the congregation have obtained their Food and Hygiene certificate at level 

two and oversee the work of the kitchen which was installed to professional standards as part of 

the outreach of the church to the community. 

 

Jolly Tots—for toddlers and their carers 

Every first Friday of the month at 9.30am, Jolly Tots (0-5 years) meet in the Narthex.  

Refreshments are served and the sessions end with a blessing.  

There is no charge. Members of the congregation act as Grannies and engage with the toddlers 

via art and crafts or just playing with the toys. All are DBS checked. 

 

Walking Group - for the young of heart!  

Every Wednesday a group of like minded walkers enjoy each other’s company ambling through 

the countryside for between 4 and 5 miles, often visiting one of the many reservoirs in the area, 

before stopping for a cup of tea.  

 

Flower arranging group 

Professional tuition every Monday in the Narthex at 7pm. There is a charge for flowers used. 
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Lunch Club 

Meets in the Boars Head Pub after the service on the first Sunday in the month, when a two 

course meal is served at a reasonable price.  An opportunity to socialise further. 

 

Monday Club 

This was founded by church members after a Parish Audit showed the need for activities for 

retired people in the neighbourhood.  It meets in the Narthex once a month for an afternoon of 

discussion, entertainment and socialising.  

Also there is a Film Club which shows a modern or classic film once a month. The organisation 

and responsibility of the Monday Club now rests with its own committee, but it is still very much 

a “St Nicholas” event. 

 

Place of welcome 

We are part of the national initiative to build up community life where we 

live. The church is open every Thursday 9.30am – 12noon for friendship, 

chatter and company, crafts newspapers, jigsaws and games, Free tea, 

coffee, biscuits are provided 

 

Monthly Munchies 

Once a month after the Wednesday service “Monthly 

Munchies” provides a hot two course meal for £5. For the last 

couple of years there has been a free Christmas dinner for the 

community, cooked by a local chef, to provide a place where 

people may celebrate Christmas together. 

 

Parochial Church Council 

The PCC has 12 members, including 3 Deanery Synod members and ex officio members. 

There are 7 committees: Standing Committee; Communications (monthly parish magazine, 

outreach by house to house leafleting, Christmas cards), Fabric, Finance, Social, Fund Raising and 

Worship. 

Other activities 

There is a  monthly magazine of news, photographs, articles and light hearted matter. The 

magazine includes a copy of Crux, the Diocesan magazine. A Sunday pew sheet is produced each 
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week which contains the readings for the day, prayer intentions and notices. A weekly newsletter 

is emailed to subscribers containing news and listing upcoming events. 

Church finances  

The church’s income has always been at about the same level as its expenditure, now running at 

approximately £70,000pa. The Parish Share, which has always been paid in full, is £29,500 in 2021 

The parish is fortunate to have received a number of legacies over the years which have been 

used to re-roof the church, to extend the narthex and install the kitchen.  

Christian Stewardship 

There have been some low key stewardship efforts in the past years which have been successful 

in getting more people to volunteer for tasks and activities. Having regard to our financial state, a 

full stewardship campaign has recently been completed. 

Church buildings and their condition 

The church was re-roofed recently and re-ordered in 2009 by the making of a narthex out of the 

rear of the nave and installing a catering kitchen. The narthex is used for refreshments after 

services and for meetings. 

A donation has been received to cover the cost of flood lighting the church and plans are being 

prepared. 

St Nicholas Primary School 

Very constructive links have been forged with our local primary school. These have recently 

included the school Carol Service and Nativity plays being held in Church. Members of our 

congregation try and support school events whenever possible. Classes from the school regularly 

visit the church for ‘Praise and Play’ 

Links with other parishes and ecumenical partnership 

The church has worked with the local Methodists to produce joint Lent and Advent study groups 

and there are opportunities for closer collaboration with other neighbours. 

We wish to maintain the close links we have with the School, to develop our youth work and 

extend links with other churches. 

 

Churchyard Project 

The church has received a £38,300 grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), made possible by 

money raised by National Lottery players, for a project that continues to involve the whole 

community in restoring the churchyard to create a place of beauty and biodiversity. The heritage 

of the site will also be brought to life through the creation of display boards, leaflets and a new 

interactive website. 

Newchurch is one of the oldest settlements in Rossendale and the Grade II* listed St Nicholas’ 



 14 

Church itself has a 500-year history. The churchyard contains Grade II* listed harrier hound 

monument of Methuselah Yates.  

Thanks to the ‘Our Heritage’ grant from HLF, the restoration project will restore the churchyard 

and share the stories of those buried there, while making the site a place of beauty to be 

enjoyed by the local community once more. 

The project has involved the removal of diseased and dangerous trees, the repair of drystone 

walls and the repair of dangerous gravestones. Areas of weeds are being controlled, and 

biodiversity will be improved to encourage the site to become a haven for flora and fauna. 

The money is also funding archive research to uncover lost information about those buried in 

the churchyard. This information will be shared on St Nicholas’ website, on interpretation panels 

on permanent display in the church, and on leaflets which will be distributed to the community. 

In addition, a 3D survey of the site will be carried out to create a separate interactive website that 

will explore the graves and the churchyard’s heritage features. 

Working with archivists, ecologists and heritage professionals, the whole community has the 

opportunity to be involved in the project and gain a wide range of new skills from drystone 

walling, to woodland management, first aid and website design. 

In October the project was one of eleven projects  to be recognised in the Church for a Different 

World awards for 2019. 

 

 


