
The Parish of St Mary & All Saints, Goodshaw, with St John, Crawshawbooth 
 
1) The Community We Serve 
 

   
 
The Parish of Goodshaw and Crawshawbooth nestles among the hills at the northern edge of the Manchester Diocese. To the north and west 
of the parish is the Diocese of Blackburn. Situated two miles north of the market town of Rawtenstall, the commercial hub of the parish is to 
be found in the village of Crawshawbooth, which boasts a number of small shops and salons, three public houses, a takeaway, a chip shop and 
two restaurants. The village Post Office is located in one of the convenience stores. Crawshawbooth also has a large primary school, which is 
run by Lancashire County Council. This school incorporated several church schools and has long held a Christian ethos. The parish’s former 
Sunday school is now a nursery, with which our church has close links. 
 
There is also a thriving community centre, which is run by volunteers. Prior to the Covid pandemic, this was the most-used community centre 
in the whole of Lancashire. It includes a volunteer-led community library and café. There are two nursing homes in the parish. 



 

   
 
Within the parish, there are also Baptist and Methodist churches. We have good relations with both of these churches. 
 
The parish covers an area of 8.2 square miles, following the Limey Water river from its source at Clowbridge reservoir, through the villages of 
Loveclough, Goodshawfold, Goodshaw, Crawshawbooth and ends at the southern limit of the older part of the Reedsholme housing estate, 
constructed in the 1980’s. To the south is the Parish of Constable Lee. To the east, in an adjacent valley, is the parish of Edgeside, which is 
around 15-20 minutes away by car. To the west, the parish spreads over farmland, almost to the town of Accrington. 
 
The main transport artery through the parish is the A682, which follows a north-south trajectory along the river valley. It was once the main 
road from Burnley, 5 miles to the north, to Manchester, around 20 miles to the south. This road has the only bus route in the parish, the X43, 
which runs from Burnley, Nelson or Skipton to Manchester on a very frequent basis. 
 
The housing developments originally were built along this road, then spread onto the hillsides, mainly on the eastern side of the road. Until the 
1970’s the parish would have been populated primarily by workers from factories in the valley bottom (especially textiles) or the quarries and 
coal mines in the hills. Since the decline of these industries, however, the parish, in line with much of the rest of Rossendale, has become 
predominantly a commuter town, with good road links to Manchester, Bury, Burnley, Blackburn and Preston. As of April 2021, there is one 
active housing development project underway to construct over 100 new dwellings on a brownfield site, with plans for two further 
developments of similar sizes within the next two years. 



 
The parish currently has a parsonage, situated off the A682 in the hamlet of Goodshawfold. Although the building itself is in need of some 
attention, its location is one of the best places for any dwelling in the whole of Rossendale, with open countryside views on three sides and 
gardens to the south and west. 
 
For demographics, the Parish does not have a directly comparable electoral ward. The Goodshaw Ward is completely within the parish, as is 
part of the Cribden Ward. According to Church of England data (arcgis.com), the population of the parish in 2018 was 4863, an increase of over 
5% compared to 2011. 
 
The ethnicity of the parish is 97% white, with 2% Asian and 1% others. At the time of the 2011 census, 66% of the population viewed 
themselves as being “Christian”, which potentially means that there is more than a little scope for the growth of the church. 
 
As far as the age of the local population is concerned (again, from the 2011 census), 21% were under 18, 65% aged between 18 and 65 and 
13% aged over 65. This contrasts starkly with the age profile of our parishioners. The age profile of the “church family” is : 14% under 18, 42% 
aged between 18 and 65 and 46% aged over 65. 
 
These numbers include only the attendees at worship on a Sunday. They do not reflect the 30-35 toddlers, who attend our weekly Little Angels 
group on a Wednesday with their parents or carers. This group presents a wonderful opportunity for informal mission and is well appreciated 
within the local community. 
 
2) Our Diocese and Deanery 
 
Our parish of St Mary and All Saints, Goodshaw, with St John, Crawshawbooth is the most northerly parish in the Deanery of Rossendale, in the 
Bolton Archdeaconry. Rossendale is the most northerly Deanery in the  Diocese of Manchester. 
 
Rossendale contains 9 parishes of differing traditions, all working ecumenically, spread over a wide area of semi rural and former industrial 
mill towns, and will be amalgamated with other Deaneries to form a new 'Bury And Rossendale Deanery' in June 2021.  
 
Our new Deanery is shown below. 
 



 

 
The 'former' Rossendale deanery is shaded in blue with our parish at the top left.  
 
Rossendale is expected to become a single mission community and to have 3 stipendiary ministers supported by Self Supporting Ministers, 
Readers and ALMs. Rossendale has the opportunity to shape a way of working that will be unique to us and our situation and also to model for 
others as to what can be achieved. 
 



The Diocese of Manchester is led by the Lord Bishop of Manchester, Dr David Walker who is supported by the Bishop of Middleton, Mark 
Davies and the Bishop of Bolton, Mark Ashcroft. It has 4 Archdeaconries, Rochdale (Archdeacon: The Ven David Sharples), Manchester 
(Archdeacon: The Venerable Karen Lund), Salford, and Bolton (Archdeacon of both:  The Venerable Jean Burgess).  
 
The Diocese contains the areas of Bolton, Bury, Leigh, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Rossendale, Salford, Stockport, Tameside and Trafford.  
Contained within it are city and town centres, large areas of industry and relics of our industrial past, and on its outskirts are moorland villages 
where hill farming is widespread. Whilst the majority of the Diocese is to be found within Greater Manchester, Rossendale is in Lancashire and 
some parishes are in Cheshire. 
 
The diocese as a whole is ethnically and socially diverse with local areas varying widely in their ethnic, racial and socio-economic populations. 
It has large areas of social deprivation alongside areas of greater wealth, making it a Diocese that looks to social justice alongside working 
environmentally to become an Eco-Diocese.  
 
Over the last few years the diocese has been working on and communicating a 10-year vision, which is to be: ‘a worshipping, growing and 
transforming Christian presence at the heart of every community’ and by 2030 it wants to be a growing church, focused on discipleship and 
evangelism, serving individuals and communities across our diocese.  
 
Because of this, our Diocese is changing rapidly and, as indicated by the Deanery map above, it will be moving from 20 deaneries to 7 by June 
2021 in order to serve our communities in the best way possible given the pressure on clergy numbers. The Diocese is making radical changes 
to its approach to local ministry, focusing on Mission communities throughout.  
 
This approach will bring together the skills and talents of ordained and lay leaders in a particular locality. These mission communities will be 
formed within the new deaneries and will be central to delivering a Church for a different world. Full time Area Deans have been appointed 
without a 'home parish', with appointments being skills based. These new Area Deans will have the time and resources to assist parishes 
within the deanery and also offer support to clergy, ordinands and lay leaders. Rev'd Canon Doctor Rachel Mann has been appointed to be the 
area dean of Bury & Rossendale.  
 
The below map shows the Diocese with the new deaneries which, as stated, will come into effect in June 2021 
 



 
The diocese and deanery, of which our parish is a part, is hoping to become a place of excitement and vibrancy: a place of extraordinary 
opportunity for the Church to deliver on its commitment to the establishment of a worshipping, growing and transforming Christian presence 
at the heart of every community. 
 
 
 
 
 



3) Who Are We, and What Goes On In Our Building 
 
Who Are We ? 
 
It would be difficult to put the churchmanship style of our church into one category or another. The church family today has resulted from the 
Parish of Goodshaw being merged with the Parish of Crawshawbooth. When the two parishes were separate, Goodshaw was viewed as being 
relatively low church, and Crawshawbooth relatively high. What we now have is a hybrid, with some elements of the worship being high and 
some low. 
 
As one would imagine from a congregation with such different back grounds, we have some people, who would like to see Holy Communion 
on a weekly basis (at least), while others would prefer to see Holy Communion only on special occasions. 
 
We have one retired NSM (with PTO), two lay readers and one ALM (Worship). 
 
With regard to clergy robes, they have been traditionally used at the church, but we are open to change. The choir also have a tradition of 
wearing simple robes. (The choir is very small now.) Readers and other leaders are left to choose their own suitable attire. 
 
Services all involve lay involvement, including sides-people, reading lessons (including the Gospel), leading intercessions, servers at the 
Eucharist, etc. 
 
Our service pattern has been determined by the fact that we have been in inter regnum for over three years. We currently alternate between 
Holy Communion and Morning Prayer at our Sunday worship. Once the pandemic is over, we would like to re-establish a regular Family / All-
Age Service. We have a sacristan and also take-home communion to the housebound. 
 
We have a working organ, which dates back to the 19th Century. At some services, or, dependent on the weekly hymns, we also make use of a 
keyboard and guitar. 
 
We have single-level disabled access as far as the chancel steps, and the PA system has a loop system for those with hearing aids. 
 
 



What Goes on in Our Buildings ? 
 
St Mary and All Saints, Goodshaw, with St John the Evangelist, Crawshawbooth is a church community that is keen to reach out and inspire not 
only its own church members but also the wider community.  It endeavours to organise events, services, activities and meetings designed to 
draw the widest range of people from within the church and beyond. There are home groups, prayer groups, a pastoral team and an events 
committee. 
 
We have an over –subscribed Toddler Group which is structured with planned craft activities, healthy snacks and a singing session. Many of 
our Baptisms are drawn from this group. Our Junior Church encourages children to take an active part in church services to the point where, as 
the children mature, they are able to read the set readings, write and lead prayers and become sides-people etc.  
 
The Parish Room, which is a good size with a modern kitchen and a toilet for the disabled, is where we hold PCC meetings, Mother’s Union 
meetings and events meetings. Every Tuesday morning, we hold a Community Café which we call “Café on the Hill” and once a month there is 
a Community Lunch. 
 
The Mother’s Union puts their faith into action, working hard for the homeless in Bury and Manchester.  They provide rucksacks of basics for 
those leaving prison without homes to go to. They also knit blankets for aid agencies, make nativity figures and supply Mothering Sunday cards 
and flowers for all the ladies in our church family. 
 
At various times throughout the year, we host themed meals in the evening such as a French night, a Passover Supper or a family Coffee 
morning with activities for the children, such as bottle-feeding spring lambs or joining in songs by the Reach Puppets. 
 
Most years, we enjoy a choir concert given by the Rossendale Male voice Choir, which was founded in our church in 2024. We also hold events 
such as, Beetle Drives, Film Shows, an Alpha Course, other explorer courses, the occasional café church on 5th Sundays and Confirmation 
classes together with a course to admit children to communion. 
 
On Christmas Eve, we have “Carols by Candlelight” with the children’s Nativity in the sermon slot. This is our most popular service of the year, 
and it is “standing room only”. We join the Lancashire sings Christmas, usually held in the retirement complex next door to church.  When we 
had more pubs in the Parish we toured them singing Christmas carols. 
 



We enjoy the links we have with other churches in the parish, notably with Goodshaw Baptist and Rakefoot Methodist churches. Among other 
things, we take turns every Good Friday to host a joint service of the three churches. We attend a Methodist Covenant Service in January and 
hold joint Palm Sunday and a Remembrance Sunday Service at the Crawshawbooth Cenotaph with Rakefoot Methodist church. 
 
Being a friendly church where everyone helps out everyone else, when a member of our church family does not have internet access the 
weekly printed notes have been delivered to them by the pastoral team leader so that they are all visited once a week and kept up to date.   
 
To maintain a constant presence and contact with our parishioners during the Covid-19 pandemic, we have increased our presence on social 
media (FaceBook). In recent months, we have also installed a WiFi network in church, taken out a Zoom subscription and purchased new IT 
equipment (computer and projector). We now not only hold services in church on Sundays, but also stream these out live on Zoom as well as 
recording the service within Zoom. This increases the numbers able to participate in our Sunday worship by around 50% on a “normal” 
Sunday. 
 
We also use the Zoom subscription not only for PCC meetings, but also for Study groups (we have held these in Advent and Lent), “Virtual Café 
On The Hill”, Virtual Toddler Group coffee mornings, Monthly Virtual Quiz Nights and even a wedding ! 
 
During the pandemic and periods of limited socialising, we have tried to maintain a service of Community Lunch on Wheels to those members 
of the church family and local community, who regularly attended the lunches at church. 
 
Those who cannot make it to church and have no internet access receive hard copies of the weekly Sunday readings and collect, together with 
the week’s sermon or reflection hand-delivered to their doors. Around 15-18 people are kept in contact with the church in this way. 
 
Despite the challenges of the past 12 months, we believe that we have maintained our presence in the local community and look forward to 
being able to make full use of the church building again, when the pandemic is over. 
 
4) The History and the Future Aspirations 
 
The current church is the third to be built on this site. The first was built in 1542 and was a chapel-of-ease to Whalley. This made it the second 
church in Rossendale. It was a small building being 16 yards long, 7 yards wide and with walls 3 yards high with a thatched roof. A larger 
church was built in the 18th century and was able to seat 234 people. The current church building dates from 1828. A series of restoration work 



has been carried out in 1928 and latterly in 1965 when the glass screen was placed to the rear creating what is known as the Parish room, 
where social and community events are often held. A day/Sunday school was built in 1811 but this has since been sold and is now a private 
nursery. The churchyard has graves dating back as far as the early 18th Century. 
 
Since 2011 the church has served the joint benefice of St Mary and All Saints, Goodshaw with St John the Evangelist, Crawshawbooth. 
 
The church has a wonderful and interesting history which can be read in further detail on our web site:  
https://www.crawshawboothandgoodshawchurches.org.uk 
 
Our vision for the future 
 
We are a friendly, caring and supporting church family, eager to welcome new members, sharing together the love of our Lord Jesus and 
growing together in faith. We have a number of young families and are proud of our young people who help during our family service on the 
4th Sunday of the month. For the future, working with our Family and Community worker, we hope to establish Messy Church to encourage 
more children and younger families. 
 
Throughout the pandemic we have continued to worship, taking part in Zoom services from our own homes. As things improve, we aim to 
continue to provide people with the option of worshipping in church or, via the internet or other media we offer, from their own homes. Our 
aspiration is to make Jesus accessible to all. 
 
Our vision is: 
To follow Jesus by learning His ways and sharing His love 
 
There are many new housing developments within the area and opportunity for outreach and growth. In support of this we have recently 
produced a welcome leaflet, which we give to neighbours who have moved into the parish, as a conversation starting point and invitation to 
come and see what we are about. 
 
We look forward to further developing our weekly toddler group, which is a popular activity for young families and the weekly café and 
monthly community lunch, providing further important opportunity for outreach. 
 



We have an active pastoral team which has provided faithful support to those members of our church family who have had to isolate 
throughout this current pandemic, either through doorstep deliveries or telephone conversations. The work we have done has also created 
opportunity to reach members of the community who are not part of our church family but in need of care. We support our local foodbank 
and feel the physical as well as spiritual ministry within the community is something we can get more involved in. 
 
Since 2018 we have nurtured links with St Paul’s, Constable Lee and St Mary’s Church, Rawtenstall. For almost 2 years we ‘unofficially’ shared 
their vicar. As a joint initiative we successfully self-funded a Family and Community Worker to work across the three parishes for 20 hours per 
week. We hope that the future will provide further opportunity to strengthen these links so that we can continue to work together, developing 
our individual gifts and strengths to serve our communities in the name of Jesus. 
 
Our good links with the local Baptist and Methodist churches, sharing in worship together at events such as the annual Covenant service, Palm 
Sunday, Good Friday and Remembrance Sunday, is something we wish to continue and grow. We hope this illustrates how willing we are to 
engage with initiatives outside the confines of our own church building. We are eager to grow in love and fellowship with other Christians in 
this beautiful valley and keen to draw members of our community into the love and worship of our Lord and Saviour.   
 
5) Our Ideal New (Team) Minister 
 
We realise that the list below is a tall order for anyone and that we will not have an incumbent allocated to our parish alone, but ideally any 
new minister supporting our parish would: 

• Have a vision for mission and outreach, building on the principles of collaborative ministry, especially retired clergy and lay leaders, 
motivating and encouraging us all whatever our gifts. 
 

• Be approachable and be a presence within the local community across the parish, demonstrating compassion, understanding and be 
able to provide a lead for our Pastoral Care Team. 
 

• Be spirit filled with a willingness to accommodate different traditions and deliver sound biblical teaching. 
 

• Be upbeat, a person that can work with and integrate all age groups, while supporting their individual activities. 
 

• Have good organisational and management skills with an ability to delegate and coordinate.  



 
What a new Minister supporting our Parish can expect from us 
 

• Positive prayerful support. 
 

• Openness of mind for a new direction, new ideas and new ways of doing things. 
 

• Willingness to assist in any way possible. 
 

• Respect for a healthy work life balance. 
 

• Commitment to maintaining and further developing a collaborative ministry to establish a Church for a Different World in this parish. 

     


