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Introduction 

St Anne's Church is made up of an active group of people who love God and want to 

serve our Community. Our services are modern and informal and we love to get 

everyone involved. 

All ages have a part to play here and there are groups and activities for everyone; 

and because we believe Church is not just about Sunday, there are lots of activities 

going on throughout the week. 

 

Location 

The Parish of St Anne’s, Edgeside is a semi-rural area in Pennine Lancashire 

comprising the distinct communities of Edgeside, Whitewell Bottom, Waterfoot and 

Cowpe.  The hills and moorland provide ample opportunity for walking and other  



 
 

recreational pursuits. The population of the area has remained fairly stable in recent 

years following a period of decline associated with the closure of traditional industries, 

and currently stands at c 4,000.  Waterfoot has local shops and food takeaways.  

Using the IMD the parish falls within the lowest 30% of wards, although there are 

pockets of greater deprivation within this—notably the Edgeside estate within which 

the church stands.  

People 

The current electoral roll stands at 81, an increase of 4 over the previous year. The 

current incumbent is Rev Rod Bevan. Peter Heywood is a retired vicar with PTO. There 

are 3 ALMs – Chris Eacott (Prayer), Patricia Bernard (Prayer) and Linsey Hernon 

(Worship) 

In 2020 the congregation were consulted over the setting up of a Leadership Team. In 

the autumn the PCC approved the appointment of A Leadership Team comprising ten 

members of the church. They work in sub groups to provide leadership in line with the 

Parish Mission Action Plan. 

The Fabric of the Church 

The building is in good condition. In 2009 it underwent significant re-ordering. The 

pews were removed and underfloor heating was installed. A flexible auditorium is now 

used both for worship and community activities. In addition, a new kitchen, meeting 

room, church office, toilets and store room were created. A Project Management 

Group have been appointed by the PCC to run the building and oversee its 

maintenance. 

 

The building is well used throughout the week not only for church groups but by partner 

organisations and for private hire. Our Aided Primary School, in ‘normal’ times, uses 

the building for Collective Worship, special services, concerts and plays.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

Mission Statement & Values 

St Anne’s Mission Statement is, “Let’s build together Faith in God, Hope for the World, 

Love for Each Other” 

 

Our agreed Core Values are 

• We are committed to demonstrating that for us JESUS IS LORD. 
• We are committed to being a PRAYERFUL community recognising that 

prayer is an expression of relationship to God. 
• We are committed to being a LOVING community following the example of 

Christ. 
• We are committed working at being a COMMUNITY reflecting the very nature 

of God who is a community himself  
• We are committed to welcoming and nurturing CHILDREN recalling the words 

of Jesus. 
• We are committed to being FAMILY ORIENTATED recognising that God has 

called us to live in families. 
• We are committed to WELCOMING THE OUTSIDER as scripture charges us 

to do. 
• We are committed to being A PLACE OF SAFETY reflecting God as our 

refuge. 
• We are committed to DEMONSTRATING CONCERN FOR THE WORLD as a 

response to God’s command to love our neighbour.  
• We are committed to being GENEROUS reflecting the nature of God himself. 



 
 
• We are committed to BIBLICAL PREACHING as God’s word is life giving.  
• We are committed to being OPEN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT as God’s free gift 

and power in our lives. 
 

 
 

Mission Action Plan 2021 

Priority 1 Prayer 

o Use all ages to lead prayers in services  
o Use and develop Facebook Prayer Group and the existing WhatsApp Group 
o Set up more WhatsApp Prayer Groups 
o Leadership team to model prayer 
o Develop prayer on the main Facebook page 

 

Priority 2 Ministry to children, Young People, Young Adults and Families 

o Secure funding for a church worker 
o Develop both in person and online work of The Children’s Team 
o Set up Muddy Church 

 

Priority 3 Moving People on in Faith 

o Use Good News Down the Street as pre-Alpha course.   
o Develop a post Alpha Group  
o Develop mentoring approach to discipleship and training 
o Develop the teaching in Small Groups 

 

Priority 4 Engaging with the local community 

o Continue to develop the Foodbox provision  

o Engage in outreach through detached work following the example of the White 

Horse Project   

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

o Continue targeted outreach events on Zoom and in person when permissible 
o Continue to engage with Edgeside Park Improvements 
o Develop as an Eco-Church including use of the church meadow 

 

Worship 

The worship is evangelical with a growing charismatic influence. The main service 

each Sunday is at 10.30 am.  The main morning service is informal. Prior to Covid 

there was a monthly Messy Church led by an active team from the congregation on 

the first Sunday in the month, which included breakfast and was attended by at least 

40-50 adults and 20-30 children. On other Sundays there would be Morning Worship 

or Holy Communion attended by 40-50 adults and 10-15 children and young people. 

The second service on a Sunday is at 6.30 pm and is either Holy Communion or 

Evening Worship. This is a smaller and more formal service attended by 10-15 people. 

 

Members of the congregation are involved in bible reading, leading intercessions, and 

giving testimonies as well as leading or hosting worship. 

During the Covid -19 Pandemic the worship offering has included, a pre-recorded 

service published on the church Facebook page at 10.30 am, a Service on Zoom at 

11.00 am and a Service at 6.30 pm either on Zoom or in the building when the 

regulations have permitted. For Zoom Worship members of the congregation have  



 
 

been invited to choose songs and introduce them, something that has added a new 

dimension to the worship. 

Music is provided by either a small worship team or by the use of lyrics videos. In 

content the musical offering includes a range of modern worship songs as well as 

traditional hymns. 

Prayer 

Prior to Covid there was both a weekly and monthly Prayer Meeting. Prayer ministry 

was available after every morning service. There was an ecumenical quarterly Healing 

Service hosted mainly at St Anne’s. There is a Facebook Prayer Group which has 

proven especially valuable over the last year. One of our ALMs also contacts members 

who have been confined to their homes on a weekly basis with topics for prayer 

Children & Young People 

On Sundays prior to Covid three groups for Children and Young People (Sunburst, 

ReGenerate and Reckless) would run on Sundays other than the first Sunday of the 

month in term time. Messy Church ran on the first Sunday of the month. 

During the pandemic the Children’s Team have run a combined group on a fortnightly 

basis either on a separate Zoom or in the building. When on Zoom bags of resources 

have been provided for the children. 

The Children’s Team are currently planning to introduce outdoor sessions using a 

Muddy Church approach. 

St Anne’s partners with a separate but linked charity, The White Horse Project, who 

provide youth work in this central part of Rossendale. Their base, The Boilerhouse, 

has been closed during the pandemic but work has continued online using Zoom and 

Facebook together with detached work. A Summer Programme will see activities in 

the local park and some use of the church building. Previous work has seen the 

provision of workshop sessions – such as art, music tuition, healthy eating, baking, 

upcycling. There was also a Friday night social event. A major part of the work of the 

project was to run a young volunteer scheme. Wellbeing is another important aspect 

of the provision – including the availability of a trained counsellor. The White Horse 

Project has also been responsible for organising music festivals in Edgeside Park and 

Talent shows in the church. A midweek faith group – Reckless has been run on Zoom 

for a small number of young people. 

During school holidays the church has provided a programme of activities in 

association with partners for children and carers, known as Fun4Families. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Midweek activities for pre-schoolers have long been a regular feature. Patter & Natter 

pre Covid was a weekly event attracting around 40 children plus carers and including 

a mix of free play together with craft, and other structured activities. Currently we are 

running three groups Baby Sense. BabiesRock and KidsRock. The last two are music 

–based sessions provided by a long standing partner provider. 

 

 

Outreach & Discipleship 

Prior to covid St Anne’s operated 5 Small Groups for Bible Study, fellowship and 

support. During the pandemic we have run two Bible Studies on Zoom as a 

replacement for what we were not able to do in person. 



 
 

We have for a number of years run an Alpha Course. Over the past year we have had 

three online on Zoom. We have also set up a monthly Alpha Plus Group as a follow 

on from Alpha. 

 

 

Community Engagement 

St Anne’s has a record of community engagement going back over the last two 

decades. The church has taken the lead in partnership working with statutory, 

voluntary and community organisations through Edgeside & District Community 

Partnership. Links with the local council have been long and fruitful. The Church and 

The White Horse Project are members of Rossendale Health & Wellbeing Partnership 

St Anne’s is represented on Rawtenstall Neighbourhood Forum and hosts the meeting 

periodically. During the pandemic we have become members of Rossendale 

Connected playing a part as a result in the dissemination of key health and social 

messaging. 

St Anne’s has a positive history of providing activities for children and families that are 

affordable and accessible, securing funding to bring in partners as well as using our 

own skilled and highly motivated volunteers. 

The church is also involved in The Rossendale Foodbox Scheme. Volunteers maintain 

a food box sited on the church perimeter and church members are extremely generous 

in their support and provision for this. 

 

We also have a Community Choir who are coached by a locally based professional 

singer. They have performed in various settings including the church and a local 

theatre. The project began as a way of tackling isolation and has continued as a way 

of promoting wellbeing. 



 
 

Communications 

The church has a website, an active Facebook page with 895 followers, a YouTube 

page and an Instagram account. Members can receive a weekly email containing 

notices. 

Ecumenical Links 

St Anne’s has very positive links with the two other churches in the Whitewell Valley. 

At various times Edgeside Baptist, Lumb Baptist along with St Anne’s have been 

involved in joint worship, prayer gatherings and youth work. 

Finance 

In 2020 our income was £ 64,482 and our payments stood at £ 63,491, giving a surplus 

of £ 991. This is a very encouraging result in the most challenging of years, and is a 

testimony to the generosity and faithfulness of our members. Our Parish Share of 

£22,977 was paid in full in 2020. 

 

 


