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Introduction. 

The Parishes of Christ Church with St John, Bacup and Holy Trinity, Tunstead 

with St Saviour, Bacup form the Bacup and Stacksteads Team Benefice within 

the Deanery of Rossendale. 

Prior to 2007, there were four Anglican Churches in Bacup and Stacksteads – St 

Saviour, Bacup; St John, Bacup; Christ Church, Bacup and Holy Trinity, Tunstead. 

Over a period of five years and through a process of gradual closure and coming 

together, we now have one Anglican building (Holy Trinity with St Saviour) with 

Christ Church with St John sharing a building with Central Methodist in Bacup 

under the framework of a sharing agreement. 

Whilst we are two worshipping congregations we do come together for joint 

worship and shared activities and we both share the vision of sharing the love of 

Jesus in everything we do in our communities. 

We also share in our Diocesan vision of growing, nurturing and serving as we 

strive to be ‘Church for a Different World’. 

Our Team Rector moved to another Parish in the Manchester Diocese in March 

2020 and we are now looking for a new Priest to fill this vacancy within the 

Bacup and Stacksteads Team; we recognise however that we find ourselves at a 

time of re-organisation within our Deanery that will present new and exciting 

ways of being Church in Rossendale and as we journey together with the other 

Churches in our Deanery we are looking to play our part in that new vision. 

In recent times we have developed a mission focus within the life of both 

Churches and this has produced some encouraging and exciting areas of 

ministry and mission that we would like to build on as well as looking for new 

opportunities in the future. 

We hope that as you read through this profile it will assist in your discerning 

whether God is calling you to serve in Bacup and Stacksteads.   
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The communities of Bacup and Stacksteads. 

Bacup is a small mill town situated on the border of Lancashire and Yorkshire 

with Bury, Rochdale, Burnley and Todmorden within easy striking distance. 

Surrounded by the rugged landscape of moorland of the foothills of the 

Pennines, Bacup covers a large area with much of the housing and community 

life strung out along the arterial routes along the bottom of the valleys that 

dominate the geography of the area. 

Bacup has a definite town centre, however in recent years it has struggled to 

cope with social issues such as out of town shopping, dereliction and empty 

shops; however, over the past two years Bacup has benefitted from Townscape 

Heritage Initiative funding which helped to improve shop frontages as well as 

re-ordering the town centre itself and is also very hopeful in securing further 

‘Future High Street’ Funding. 

Tunstead lies to the west of Bacup and forms what most people would 

recognise as part of the community of Stacksteads. Unlike Bacup, there is no 

definitive town centre with the housing and industry spread out along the 

arterial routes of Newchurch Road and Booth Road.   

 

The Parish of Christ Church with St John: 

Area 4.3 sq miles 

Population at 2018 – 7,585 

Nr of households - 3,150 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish of Holy Trinity with St 

Saviour: 

Area 3.7 sq miles 

Population at 2018 – 7,669 

Nr of households - 3,162 
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The Church buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

trying to reach out in mission. 

Central is a traditional Methodist Chapel and benefits from its town centre 

position, good disabled access, a good sized hall with stage and modern kitchen 

facilities and two ancillary rooms for meetings etc. The building is well used 

throughout the week by the local community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The building is in good repair and as such Christ Church contributes 50% to 

running costs and minor building repairs but not significant structural works 

(which remain the responsibility of the Methodists as it’s their building) 

Representatives from the Methodist’s Church Council and Christ Church PCC 

meet three or four times a year as a ‘joint council’ to discuss matters that affect 

us both as well as exploring ways in which we can work closer together. 

 

 

 

Christ Church closed its building in 2012 and 

whilst this was a painful process for all 

concerned it presented the opportunity to share 

Central Methodist’s building in the Town centre 

and shift the emphasis to mission rather than 

the focus being on what would have been a 

major building project to equip the building for 

the twenty first century whilst at the same time 

trying to reach out in mission. 

 

 

On Sunday mornings Christ Church worships in 

the Hall in a more informal/contemporary style 

whilst the Methodists meet in the Chapel and 

then we join together for tea/coffee after the 

service. We do on occasion worship together 

and we try to foster a culture of ‘cross 

fertilisation’ whereby people can feel free to 

attend either service. 
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Holy Trinity was built in 1840 and is located on the main Newchurch Road 

between Waterfoot and Bacup. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is also a parish room in the former baptistry with a small kitchen which is 

where we hold meetings and where Sunday School meets. This is also where we 

gather for tea and coffee after our Sunday morning worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The main challenge for us as we try to be missional and offer our building for 

wider community use is the access; being located as it is in an elevated position 

steps are encountered at each of the three entrances. Added to this is the fact 

that there is no footpath to the frontage of the building and ramped access is 

something that would be difficult to achieve physically as well as being costly.  

In 2019 the PCC began to investigate the implications of commissioning a 

feasibility study for future sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internally the building is 

traditional in its layout with the 

narthex area being separated 

from the main worship area by a 

glazed screen forming a usable 

crèche/meeting area. 

The building is in reasonably good repair 

with the last Quinquennial inspection 

undertaken in 2018. 

We have monthly working parties on 

Saturday mornings where we meet to tidy 

up the grounds and carry out any minor 

repairs and maintenance. 
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The wider Church in Rossendale. 

Rossendale Deanery. 

Rossendale Deanery comprises nine worshipping congregations who gather in 

eight Anglican Church buildings; they are: 

St Mary’s Rawntenstall, St Paul’s, Constable Lee and St Mary’s Goodshaw. 

St Nicholas, Newchurch. 

St Anne’s Edgeside. 

St John’s Facit and St Barthlomew’s Whitworth. 

Christ Church, Bacup and Holy Trinity, Tunstead. 

Manchester Diocese is currently consulting with Deaneries and Parishes about 

the potential amalgamation of existing Deaneries forming larger units with full 

time Area Deans. The proposal would be for Rossendale to join with Bury, 

Prestwich and Radcliffe.  

The Ecumenical dimension. 

Rossendale has a past history of non-conformist Churches being prominent 

within the Rossendale Valley with the Methodist and Baptist Chapels and 

fellowships outnumbering the Church of England.    

Today ecumenical relationships across Rossendale are very good and at local 

level the following denominations are active –  

Bacup: Central Methodist, Trinity Baptist, Weir Baptist, St Mary’s RC. 

Stacksteads: Stacksteads Methodist, Acre Mill Baptist. 

Regular Church leader’s meetings are held throughout the year and joint 

initiatives are well supported.  
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Patterns of worship. 

Christ Church – 1st, 2nd, 3rd Sunday morning worship (service of the word); 4th 

Sunday Holy Communion 

Holy Trinity – 1st & 3rd Sunday mornings Holy Communion; 2nd Sunday Parade 

service; 4th Sunday All Age/Family worship 

On the 5th Sunday in the month we hold a joint service alternating between the 

two Churches.  

Some Data. 

Worshipping 
Community 

 2017 2018 2019 

Christ Church 0-17 7 6 11 

 18-69 32 24 25 

 70+ 10 10 12 

 Joiners 4 4 5 

 Leavers 0 1 5 

Holy Trinity 0-17 7 5 5 

 18-69 24 12 21 

 70+ 28 38 27 

 Joiners 6 1 2 
 Leavers 8 6 1 

     

Usual Sunday 
Attendance 

 2017 2018 2019 

Christ Church Adults 22 21 20 

 Children 4 3 4 

Holy Trinity Adults 40 36 30 

 Children 6 5 3 

     

Average Weekly 
Attendance 

 2017 2018 2019 

Christ Church Adults 32 22 25 

 Children 9 13 11 

Holy Trinity Adults 35 31 28 

 Children 9 14 4 
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Baptisms  2017 2018 2019 

Christ Church  1 6 3 

Holy Trinity  2 5 3 
 

Marriages  2017 2018 2019 

Christ Church  2 0 0 

Holy Trinity  2 0 0 

 

Funerals  2017 2018 2019 

Christ Church  6 3 4 

Holy Trinity  6 3 5 
 

Electoral Roll numbers after the 2019 revision. 

Christ Church – 31nr 

Holy Trinity – 49nr 

 

Children’s Ministry. 

Both Churches have ‘Kid’s Church’ or ‘Sunday School’ during the morning 

worship time unless the service is all age or parade and then they we worship 

together. 

We have a team of dedicated teachers and helpers however the numbers of 

children attending is low and this is something we want to address with the 

acknowledgement that a principal focus of our mission is to young families and 

children. 
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Our response during the Covid 19 pandemic. 

During this period of being unable to gather together in our usual way we have 

discovered that we don’t need a building to meet and worship together! 

What we’ve been doing is using Zoom to meet for Sunday morning worship as 

well as mid-week prayer meetings and small groups. What’s been really 

encouraging for us is the way in which people of all ages have embraced the 

technology and despite initial difficulties have persisted in their efforts to be 

involved. Part way into the lockdown we started to livestream our Sunday 

morning worship on our Facebook page and this has also been really 

encouraging in the number of people who are engaging with us this way. 

We’ve been conscious that we have some people who don’t have access to the 

internet and in those cases we’ve been distributing printed materials to help 

them in their personal devotions. 

Pastoral networks have always been good and so we’ve been able to build on 

those to make sure that we keep in touch with as many people as possible 

through telephone calls, e-mails and social media. 

As the weeks of lockdown have passed we’ve begun to realise that the future 

for our Churches nationally may look very different to that which we’ve been 

used to and as such our Church life will look different too. We recognise that 

there will need to be a ‘mixed economy’ of the old and the new that enable us 

to reach all people in our community and build on those who have connected 

with us through lockdown to make sure they don’t ‘slip out through the back 

door’. 

The table below shows attendance for the whole Benefice for the four Sundays 

in October 2020 across our virtual worship on Zoom and Facebook livestream as 

well as physical attendance at the morning service at Holy Trinity. 

Sunday Holy Trinity Zoom/Facebook Total 

4th October          12            28     40 

11th October          16            22     38 

18th October          13            24     37 

25th October          16            29     45 
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Finances. 

Parish Share. 

Both Churches have always paid Parish Share in full; the figures for the past 

three years are shown below: 

Christ Church:  

2017 request - £11,306  paid in full 

2018 request - £9,000   £10,500 paid  

2019 request - £9,500   paid in full 

2020 request - £10,000  paid in full at 31st May 2020. 

Holy Trinity:  

2017 request - £ 19,843  paid in full 

2018 request - £19,843  paid in full  

2019 request - £ 20,438  paid in full 

2020 request - £21,051  £12,783 paid at 31st July 2020. 

 

 

Summary of income and expenditure from 2019 accounts. 

Christ Church: 

Income - £26,373.13 Expenditure - £38,441.36 Deficit - £12,068.22 

(Note – deficit includes £10,000 expenditure as grant held over from 2018) 

Reserves in bank at 2019 - £37,375.12 

Holy Trinity: 

Income - £25,953.51 Expenditure - £32,067.48 Deficit - £6,113.97 

Reserves in bank at 2019 - £48,134.30 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipart.email%2Fclipart%2Foffering-in-church-clipart-200955.html&psig=AOvVaw2xqNbgK5aDFpYUQg3UA7qR&ust=1587650238765000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLiDqZmY_OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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In 2019 both Churches were led in a stewardship campaign that encouraged 

people to embrace stewardship in its broadest sense and we were encouraged 

by the responses to that. 

 

The figures shown above give an overview of the challenges that we face with 

regard to our finances moving forward and in particular for Holy Trinity which at 

current levels of giving is operating on a significant year on year deficit that 

means we are drawing upon reserves to meet Parish Share commitment as well 

as utility and insurance costs. Whilst the building is in reasonable good repair 

there is always the worry for future repair costs and issues around 

sustainability. 

In the past Holy Trinity has given generously to overseas mission but this is 

becoming increasingly difficult to do. 

 

Christ Church has healthy reserves as a result of a legacy from a few years ago 

and operates at a ‘more or less’ break even position year on year, but this does 

include fulfilling our commitment to give away 10% of our year end bank 

balance where we can as part of our mission giving in the wider sense .   
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The Leadership Team. 

Clergy. 

Rev Derek Allen:  

I came to Christ Church, Bacup in 1993 as their paid community worker. In 1999 

I was ordained as Ordained Local Minister serving as self-supporting Curate. In 

2003 I returned to my secular employment as a Quantity Surveyor and am now 

semi-retired working two days a week. In 2016 I was licensed as Team Vicar 

(self-supporting). 

I’m married to Leila and we have three grown up children who all live in the 

Rossendale Valley with their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

individuals in need. My work takes up three and a half days of the week and my ministry 

focus is to develop our pastoral care and outreach across both Churches through the newly 

established REACH ministry. 

The Cooks: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev Leila Allen: 

I was ordained Deacon in June 2019 and as Priest in 

October 2020 having trained on the All Saints 

Scheme for three years to serve as OLM Curate in 

the Bacup and Stacksteads Team.  

I am the Manager of Bacup Family Centre, a local 

project established by local Churches which 

provides a broad range of support to families and   

Sarah, Dan, Micah & Ezra have been part of the 

church family here in Bacup & Stacksteads since 

2016 and live in St Saviours Vicarage. Dan is our 

Pioneer Curate, Sarah works for BBC Sport and runs 

MOLO (Mums Of Little Ones), Micah is a 5 yr old 

tornado and Ezra an almost 3 yr old comedian. 

They love to build community, help people come to 

faith in Jesus and have a particular heart for those 

on the margins of our community.  
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So, while he has been with us Dan has really enjoyed working amongst some of 

our addict community, starting Eden Extra and getting involved in two of our local 

schools. Despite all the pressure of being a mum and working for the BBC, Sarah 

has also worked tirelessly to develop relationships with other local mums, seeking 

to provide a place of belonging and context for sharing the gospel. The last year 

or so has been a hard time for the Cooks personally (feel free to ask them about 

it) but they are really excited to be welcoming baby no. 3 in January 2021. 
 

 

Our Church Wardens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dominic Walton 

Holy Trinity. 

Nikki Bell 

Christ Church 
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Mission Action Plan. 

Our MAP priorities are: 

Priority 1 Mission. 
Schools Works – we need to engage with Schools through current and new 
activities both in and out of School with the specific aim of reaching parents and 
children with the aim of feeding them into our children and family activities 

• Holy Trinity – assemblies 
• Holy Trinity – Good News Club 

 Brittania – assemblies  
Children (aged 0-10) and families – we need to build on and develop the 
relationships that we have developed over the past 2/3 years with the aim of 
inviting families and children into the wider life of the Church and particularly 
into our gatherings for worship. 

• Messy Church 
• MOLO 
• Sunday worship/Sunday school 
• Scout Group 

 
Youth – we want to develop ministry to young people (aged 11-18?) across both 
Churches with the aim of seeing some of them becoming a wider part of the 
Church family. 

• Eden Extra 
• – Serving 

Priority 2 Nurture & Discipleship.  
– small groups, prayer, home visiting – we need to encourage existing Church 
members to take an active part in a small group and prayer activities. We need 
to develop more small groups which will involve training. We need to provide a 
learning environment for new Christians. We need to recognise that there will 
be certain family members who are unable to engage i.e housebound. 

• Small Groups 
• Prayer Groups 
• Seeker courses 
• Pastoral care 
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Priority 3 Holy Trinity Building.  
– we need to encourage a culture of looking after and maintaining the building 
whilst at the same time exploring the opportunities for greater flexibility and 
use by the wider community in the future 

• Ongoing day to day care 
• Quinquennial and managing the associated and required work 
• Feasibility study for the future that helps in decision making 

 
Priority 4 – Worship. 
For both Churches we need to develop worship teams recognising that worship 
involves the whole process and the whole fellowship; it isn’t exclusive to what 
happens from the front during each service. 
We need to embrace stewardship and associated responsibility as part of our 
worship. 
 

Rossendale Deanery Mission Action Plan. 

Within the Deanery MAP there are 3 key mission objectives: 

 The establishment of viable worship centres with growing congregations; 

 The growth and nurture of committed disciples of all ages; 

 The development of a supportive network of churches blessing the work 

of each other. 

There are 6 priorities and objectives: 

 Fostering prayer and worship links; 

 Completion of parish building audits; 

 Sharing of information and resources eg Messy Church; 

 Consideration of Deanery and Ecumenical approach to work with young 

people; 

 Developing training – discipleship resources and ministry; 

 Sharing of schools work resources. 
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Our mission activity & links within the community. 

Schools. 

Britannia County Primary School.  https://www.britanniaprimary.co.uk/ 

Whilst not strictly part of the Benefice the school is located on the border of the 

old St Saviours Parish and the adjacent Parish of St John, Facit. For the past six 

years we have built relationships with the school and Clergy take assemblies and 

assist with occasional lessons. The school also comes to Christ Church for 

seasonal services as well as things like Experience Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Britannia CP School.    Holy Trinity Primary School. 

Holy Trinity Tunstead Primary School.    https://www.stacksteads.lancs.sch.uk/ 

 

Being an assisted Church of England school, strong links with the Parish Church 

have always existed and again Clergy take assemblies and assist with occasional 

lessons. The school uses Holy Trinity building for services and we also 

established a weekly after school club called ‘Good News Club’ with Clergy, laity 

and teaching staff working together in a Christian fun teaching setting.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.britanniaprimary.co.uk/
https://www.stacksteads.lancs.sch.uk/
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Eden Extra. 

In 2017 we worked with the Message Trust to bring the Eden Bus to Bacup and 

Stacksteads on one evening a week for a period of approximately six months; 

this was a popular and fruitful mission which resulted in the formation of a team 

of leaders and helpers going out each week and meeting with young people to 

share the good news of Jesus. 

Once the six months of using Eden Bus was over we decided to build on the 

contacts we’d made and so started Eden Extra which using the same principals 

of mission and evangelism used on the Bus but meeting in the hall at Central on 

a Thursday evening. Eden Extra is now seen as our youth church and as well as 

the weekly meetings, trips out etc are also part for the programme. We’ve been 

encouraged that one or two of the young people have shared with us in our 

main worship.   

Messy Church. 

Messy Church has been developed over the past three or four years and 

continues to be an important ministry and one that is shared in partnership 

between Christ Church, Holy Trinity and Central Methodist. Held on Saturday 

mornings throughout the year provision is made for families to come and share 

in theme-based craft and play activities before sharing in some worship and 

food together. Saturday mornings seem to work well with the advantage that 

parents who would perhaps be working during school holidays can attend, and 

we’ve been encouraged by the consistency of some of the families who come 

along to the sessions. 

In 2019 Messy Church took place on 16th February, 13th April (Easter), 18th June, 

27th July, 19th October (Harvest), 14th December (Christmas). Over the six 

sessions the overall attendance was 101 adults and 187 children.  
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M.O.L.O. (Mum’s of little ones). 

MOLO was established a couple of years ago to intentionally engage with young 
Mum’s and their babies/toddlers. It currently takes place once a month at either 
Central church hall or in hosting evening events as opposed to meeting on a 
weekly basis. Sarah Cook leads a small team which includes both Church 
members as well as Mums to run the sessions.  
The group has flourished in the sense that the Mums who made friends through 
MOLO have formed a solid support group, and remain the regular attendees. 
The evenings in particular have enabled the friendships to grow and for us to be 
able to support the Mums where they are struggling and know how to pray for 
them.  
Those who attend MOLO on a regular basis have all shown an interest in 
conversations about Jesus and have come to church with their children on and 
off in 2019 as well as attending Messy Church on occasion. Prayer both with and 
for the Mums also forms an important part in building relationships. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agencies took on the buildings and developed a project aimed at reaching 

people with issues of vulnerability and mental health with a view to offering 

education, training and therapy. A further development was the opening of the 

Stables Café and Christ Church worked in partnership with Manchester Diocese 

to secure in excess of £30k grant funding through the Council for Social Aid over 

a three year period as ‘kick start’ funding for the venture. In addition to this 

Christ Church has developed a lay chaplaincy role for the project with Tom Bell 

visiting the project on a regular basis to offer support and build relationships.    

 

 

Stubbylee Park – community greenhouses  

and Stables café. 

Stubbylee Park is the main recreational park 

for Bacup and Stacksteads and was the home 

for Rossendale Borough Council’s parks and 

gardens up until a few years ago. When they 

moved out, the greenhouses and associated 

building were vacant and the Bacup 

Consortium Trust in partnership with other 

 

     https://thegreenhouses.org/ 
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Bacup Carnival – ‘prayer and cake’. 

Each June the Bacup and Stacksteads Carnival takes place starting with a parade 

from Bacup to Stubbylee park and in the afternoon the park becomes a vibrant 

buzz of activity with a funfair, stalls, demonstrations etc. For the past three or 

four years we’ve had a stall offering prayer and cake as missional presence in 

our community. Prayer is either offered there and then, or people can write 

prayer requests which are then take by to Church.  

Bacup Family Centre.  https://www.bacupfamilycentre.co.uk/ 

Bacup Family Centre is a Christian project, based in a bungalow on the social 

housing estate in the Parish of Christ Church and has been very active within the 

community for over thirty years.  A Board of Trustees, the Revd Leila Allen as 

Project Manager, and a great staff team (the vast majority of whom are local 

resident volunteers) manage BFC locally. Many of our staff are members of 

Valley Churches, and increasingly there are growing relationships and 

connections between BFC, Churches and other organisations.   

We support people through the serious and the fun times and everything that 

we do is our response to the words of Isaiah 61:1-2. We provide practical and 

emotional support to children, young people, and their families and to many 

individuals of all ages, this we do firstly, by God’s grace and offering the 

acceptance of Christ to all who come. Through our actions and words we ‘give a 

helping hand’ in times of crisis and need.  As a project, whilst being the ‘best 

kept secret in town’ we have gained quite a reputation for ‘being the place to go 

to’ and for being those people who ‘get involved and ‘get stuck in’.  For many 

the Family Centre is their experience of God’s Church, it is a place of 

exploration, restoration and reconciliation in all its fullness.    

The Bacup Fellowship of Churches. 

The Bacup Fellowship of Churches has been in existence now for well in excess 

of twenty years. Its purpose has always been to promote unity between 

Churches as well as working in ecumenically at Easter, Christmas and for other 

seasonal events. In the early 1990’s a Charity Shop was opened with a second 

shop opened next door a number of years later. Today the shops employ four 

staff (one of whom is a worshipping member of Christ Church) and through 

trading activity is able to make donations and grants to other local Christian 

https://www.bacupfamilycentre.co.uk/
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projects out of the surplus generated each year. Rev Derek Allen is Chair of the 

Trustees. 

Social activity. 

Both churches hold various social events throughout the year ranging from 

coffee mornings to ceilidhs and barn dances to talent nights and these are held 

both as a means for fellowship with the wider community and to a lesser extent 

to raise funds. There are some ladies from Christ Church who run monthly line 

dancing sessions in the Church Hall and these are well attended by non-

churchgoers.  

Leprosy Mission. 

Holy Trinity has supported the work of Leprosy Mission for a number of years 

through fund raising and financial giving along with social events such as 

lunches and coffee mornings have all played a part in this. At this current time 

support has had to be scaled down somewhat, but Church members still bring 

used stamps and save up 20p coins to contribute towards Leprosy Mission’s 

work. 

Monday Nighters. 

Monday Nighters is a group of ladies from Holy Trinity who in the past met for 

fellowship and social activity once a month with guest speakers etc throughout 

the year. Many of the ladies are now elderly and have health and mobility issues 

and so now meet in the afternoons on a less frequent basis. Despite not being 

able to meet as often there is still a strong sense of fellowship and support for 

one another, especially for those who are unable to attend Church as they once 

used to. 

Supporting local food banks. 

Both Christ Church and Holy Trinity support local faith groups or charities with 

food donations for their food banks. 

Our prayer life. 

We have three venues for morning prayers. Tuesday and Wednesday mornings 
at Christ Church Bacup from 9.00am till 9.30am; Tuesday morning in Stacksteads 
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at the home of a member at Holy Trinity from7.15am till 8.00am; and Thursday 
and Friday mornings at Holy Trinity Stacksteads from 9.00am till 9.30am. 

We have two meetings held monthly. “The Well” meets on the last Saturday 
evening of the month between 7pm and 8pm. The format consists of worship 
music, a reading, and three times of open prayer with different themes. 

“Thy Kingdom Come” meets on the second Sunday afternoon of the month 
between 3pm and 4pm. It consists of a time of worship, followed by a short word. 
The rest of the meeting is spent in open prayer for our towns and for our two 
fellowships. 

These two monthly meetings are held alternately between Christ Church and Holy 
Trinity. 

We also join in the annual Global Wave of prayer, “Thy Kingdom Come”, which 
runs over ten days. Besides daily prayer meetings between the two churches, we 
have a “prayer and praise” evening and a “prayer walk” around our town. There 
are also activities for our Eden Extra young people who get involved with the 
construction of prayer stations which are used in our “24 hour prayer” event. This 
takes place on the last weekend of the ten days between 9am Saturday morning 
until 9am Sunday morning. This ten day event will include “The Well” and “Thy 
Kingdom Come” prayer. 

As a fellowship, we celebrate Holy Week with opportunity for prayer which helps 
us to reflect and understand the events and suffering leading up to the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

Two of our members, Dave and Carole Barron, are also part of the core-team in 
the local “Prayer Hub” who meet at their premises in Bacup every Wednesday 
between 10am and 3pm. 

Small Groups. 

Small groups are an important part of our nurture and discipleship and we 

currently have three groups that meet in peoples’ home in the evening in mid-

week. These groups offer fellowship as well as the opportunity to study and 

share in God’s word as well as praying together. 

During lockdown the groups have met on Zoom and we have undertaken ‘Alpha 

online’ using Zoom and this has been really encouraging 
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Developing pastoral ministry – REACH. 

REACH is in its early development stage and is the ministry and mission of grace 

through pastoral care and outreach to those living Bacup and Stacksteads. With 

a small team of visitors, it is a ministry of caring for church family members 

within their home, nurturing their discipleship, fellowship and worship, having a 

friendly chat, catching up with church family news, all over a nice cup of tea.  

REACH is about making ‘new pathways’ between our churches and the 

communities we serve, with the sole purpose of ‘reaching out to those who are 

also reaching out’ those people who feel isolated, alone and are in need of 

companionship, friendship and a listening ear.  REACH is our response to our 

neighbours in need, with the love, care and compassion of Christ, through the 

gift of time and a listening ear and through journeying with others in good times 

and the difficult. It looks to restoring relationships with those who may have lost 

touch with church, feel forgotten and looks to restoring faith and hope.  The 

ministry of REACH is to bring practically, emotionally and spiritually the care, 

compassion and the redeeming love of Christ to the reachable and unreachable 

in our community.  

5th Rossendale Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. 

https://www.rossendalescouts.org.uk/5th/ 

 

Holy Trinity has had a longstanding relationship with 5th Rossendale ; whilst the 

group doesn’t meet on Church premises, their Scout hut is situated in the Parish 

close by. The group comprises Beavers, Cubs and Scouts and once a month our 

morning worship at Holy Trinity is ‘Parade’ where the young people along with 

leaders and sometimes family members attend to support them. The numbers 

attending are fairly low but nonetheless we value them as part of our Church 

family. In recent times we have tried to support the group in different ways, 

particularly in social events such as bonfire night etc. 
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What can we offer? 

The Vicarage. 

Christ Church Vicarage is a relatively modern 1970’s built four bedroom house 

with attached garage and well-proportioned gardens. Located on Greensnook 

Lane the house is situated approximately five minutes’ walk from Bacup town 

centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ourselves.   

Both Churches have a good track record of collaborative working and a 

willingness to get involved where there is need, both within and without the 

Church fellowship, and so we’d like to assure our prospective Team Rector that 

we’re here and available to share and work with him/her in building God’s 

kingdom in Bacup and Stacksteads. 
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Our new Team Rector. 

Are you called to Bacup and Stacksteads? 

- Are you willing to preach and teach the bible faithfully to us even if we 

might find it challenging to hear? We want a leader who is faithful to God 

and his word above all else. 

- Do you preach God’s word in everyday language, helping us apply it to our 

daily lives? Some of us are young Christians who are not familiar with 

‘church speak.’  

- Some of us are young and some of us are not as young as we used to be! 

(old!) – can you relate to all ages and spiritual needs? Can you work with 

those of us who love tradition, grand old hymns and green books, and 

those of us who prefer a guitar and a drum? 

- Do you desire to see a praying Church and are you willing to help us 

develop our prayer life individually and collectively? 

- Are you gifted at encouragement, helping people develop the gifts God 

has given them and inspiring them to be excited about what God can do? 

We now have only one Anglican church building left where we used to 

have four, and some of us are still carrying that sadness; others are newer 

to faith and can feel inadequate and nervous of stepping out. 

- We need someone who can encourage us in our stewardship and nurture 

a culture of generous giving in both time and money – can you do that for 

us?  

- Do you want to join a family? 

- Do you love the great outdoors? (and also: do you love rain and snow?!) 

Bacup and Stacksteads are in the beautiful Rossendale Valley, surrounded 

by hills and moorland, great for walking or biking. However we are up in 

the Pennines and we enjoy a LOT of rain! 

- Are you prepared to work in an area where the Enemy has a powerful hold 

on some individuals and families, where addicts have come to know God 

but still struggle, where teenagers who come to our youth church face 

major issues at home? 

- Do you feel that it’s important to be seen and a presence in the 

community, reaching out in an approachable way? 
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- Are you someone who can lead us forward in our journey of faith and 

mission with fresh ideas and new life in a vision for growth? 

- Are you someone who is organised and passionate about developing and 

training lay leaders in all aspects within the life of our Churches, building 

teams with the necessary training and development?  

- Are you someone who can build on the links we have with our two Primary 

schools? 

- Are you keen to make evangelism a big part of your ministry? Bacup is 

fertile ground, full of unchurched people who are willing to talk about faith 

and engage with our outreach ministries (see the table below). 

 

Outreach / 
ministry 

When was it 
started? 

How many attend 
now? 

How many of 
the church 
family are 
leading / 
helping? 

What is our vision? 

Eden Extra, a 
church for young 
people which 
meets on 
Thursdays in 
Central Hall 

When the Eden 
bus came to the 
valley in 2017 for 
6 months, 
kickstarting a 
brand new 
ministry with 
young people 

During 2019, we 
had 30 young 
people attend 
with an average of 
8 per week 

6 For these young people to 
come to know that they are 
loved and valued by Jesus, 
and to step into a 
relationship with him, and 
from there growing in 
maturity. 
We believe our young 
people could be church 
leaders in years to come.  

MOLO, which 
stands for ‘Mums 
of Little Ones’, 
and  

In 2018 Numbers vary  but 
there can be 8/10 
mums with their 
babies / toddlers 

6 To be a place where mums 
can come and meet and 
make new friends, a 
touching point between our 
church family and our 
community 

Messy Church, a 
joint ministry 
with Central 
Methodist 
Church. We have 
Saturday events 
around 6 times 
per year  

In 2015 We regularly have 
70 parents and 
children attend, 
but it can range 
from 40 -100. 

We have a 
joint planning 
committee 
with Central 
Methodist and 
volunteers 
average 12-15 
per event 

This is a place where families 
can come and do church in a 
way designed for them. It 
mainly attracts non-
churchgoers and we are 
seeing families from Messy 
Church tentatively start to 
attend on Sundays  

School 
Assemblies – 
Britannia & Holy 
Trinity 

In 2013 n/a This is 
predominantly 
Clergy led. 

To support the schools 
themselves but also to  be a 
presence and build links and 
relations that will lead to 
building our Church family 
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Good News Club 
at Holy Trinity 
Primary 

In 2016 On average 15 or 
so children attend 
each session 

At present 
mainly Clergy 
but in the past 
there have 
been 4/5 
helpers 

To build on the presence 
arising from assemblies and 
to provide a place where the 
children can learn about 
Jesus in a fun way 

Stubbylee 
trusteeship / 
chaplaincy 

In 2016 n/a Whilst we have 
had two 
people acting 
in a formal 
chaplaincy role 
others support 
the overall 
project by 
using its 
services i.e The 
Stables cafe 

To be a Christian presence in 

an informal and non-

judgemental way, showing 

Christ’s love, laying some 

foundations for people, 

building relationships, and 

prayer. Supporting the 

project financially by being a 

‘conduit’ for grant funding 

 

 


