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Welcome 

Welcome to the parish profile of St James the Apostle, Milnrow.  The members of the PCC would like to thank you for showing an interest 

in our church and community of Milnrow by reading this profile.   

Like many parts of the country Milnrow is steeped in history, it is unashamedly proud of that history and its roots in the industrial 
revolution but equally proud of its rugged beauty being situated on the edge of the Pennines.   

Our church is not only a place of beautiful architecture, it is also a representation of that which completes us as human beings.  We are 
descendants and beneficiaries of great and loving ancestors who selflessly invested in building up the community so that we may all enjoy a 
better opportunity of life.  It is a place where we connect with them as members of the same family of God.  

Our church is a place where memories and lifelong relationships are established through our life's journey....at church school, youth 
gatherings, Sunday school, and special events such as baptism, confirmation and weddings. 

In our most vulnerable and traumatic experiences of life, the church is a place where we can find comfort and solace, even if  we don't fully 
understand everything about our faith.  When we have nothing else to hold onto as a source of hope and strength the church reminds us of 
all the promises given by God to all His people. 

Our church is a place where numerous people give generously of their time, money and talents so that others can come and make use of 
the wonderful resource that the church is-- and hopefully see, through their experience, God's love being poured upon them through the 
service of His faithful people. 

We as a church within the community eagerly await our next incumbent with 
hope and expectancy of us working together to continue to explore and 
expand our ministry and growth.  We believe that this Parish has so much to 
offer you both in your personal life and in your future ministry.  We encourage 
you to visit us and look around and meet the people because this is a 
community that has huge potential.  You will not fail to notice the good in our 
community....yes you will face challenges in Milnrow however you will reap 
many rewards from both this church and the community. 

The PCC members are here to help with any enquiries. 

Anne Winn 
PCC Secretary 

Andrew Harrison 

PCC Vice Chair 
Trevor Winn 

PCC Treasurer 
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The Parish & Community 

Our parish in the village of Milnrow nestles at the base of the Pennines on the edge of Rochdale and forms 

part of Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council. Man has occupied this area since Neolithic times with 
Mylnerowe first appearing on maps in 1545. Since then Milnrow has changed and evolved into a healthy 
modern suburb of Rochdale on the fringes of Manchester. 

The history of the village can be seen in many of its buildings both in the centre and out on the hills.  Industry 
was agricultural until the Industrial Revolution when Milnrow made its fortune in wool and then in cotton. 
Latterly, engineering has been the biggest source of employment within Milnrow where large parts of the 
working population would have been rallied by the sirens of Holroyd’s engineering works.     

Over the decades Milnrow has grown and evolved into a popular and extremely sought after part of the 
world to live. The Trans Pennine motorway link of the M62 make Milnrow the ideal place for many people 
to live giving them ideal links to anywhere between Leeds and Liverpool. The Metrolink tram line connects 
Rochdale to Manchester and the districts of South Manchester and the airport.  

Housing stock is a mix of social and private housing with the old vicarage becoming the first building in 
Milnrow to top £1Million. Within the wider boundaries of Milnrow there are also a number of sites already 
earmarked for further development in the years to come.  

Whilst the community has a large proportion of local non mobile families there is an increasing number of 
people moving into the area due to the need to work or who seek a better place to live, near enough to 
travel to work but a place that offers space, freedom and open spaces.  Milnrow’s population, which is now 

in excess of 10,000, is growing and at the last census the largest age range was 45 – 64 years. 

Whilst Rochdale as a whole has a large multicultural population like many other North West towns and cities only 19% of the population in Milnrow 
is recorded as being from an ethnic minority. 

Milnrow has a small but thriving local retail centre with all local amenities. Two big name retail shops operate in the village.  Local employment 
opportunities are now starting to grow.  Milnrow is on the fringe of the Kingsway Business Park which is now starting to see an influx of big 
business. Our local Hotel (Premier Inn) has expanded on the back of this huge development.  In addition to the Kingsway development there are 
exciting plans in place for Rochdale town centre which when they come to fruition will make the surrounding areas of Rochdale even more 
attractive.  
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The Church Building 

The history of our church in Milnrow has been traced as far back as 1400 where a wooden Chantry Chapel 
belonging to the Byron family living in Butterworth Hall first appeared in formal records. In 1496 a new 
church was erected on the banks of the river Beal in the centre of Milnrow.  

The first Chapel of St James the Apostle was consecrated on 15th August 1799 which was situated in the 
front section of the current church grounds. This building went through various changes and even re-
building.  In April 1868 the old church yard was extended so the current church building could be built 
with its eventual consecration on 21st August 1869 by the Bishop of Manchester. 

Like many churches the parishioners of St James have struggled to keep pace with the maintenance of 
the fabric. However, over the past 5-10 years steady progress has been made in upgrading and 
maintaining the fabric. We successfully bid for funding to repair the north aisle roof which has made the 
building water tight. We have installed a new heating and lighting system and are working towards 
redecoration.  

Our aim is to make St James the Apostle a safe, secure building in keeping with its original design but fit 
for further adaptation so that it can serve the wider needs of the community of Milnrow on a daily basis.  
Once the building has been completed our plan is to turn our attention to 

the wider church grounds, to make them safe, to make 
them more valued and the whole site to become one 
that is valued by and of practical use to our local 
community. 

St James the Apostle is the resting place of David Brooks 
one of the original Rochdale Pioneers. 

In 2019 St James’ Milnrow is looking forward to 
celebrating 150 years of the parish church on its’ current site. 
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The Church Building 

Other data: 

 

MISSION OF ST HILDA’S (COE), HOLLINGWORTH 

St James Milnrow also has a mission chapel at Hollingworth in neighbouring Littleborough. 
Dating back to the 1930’s this prefabricated building overlooking Hollingworth Lake served the 
small but committed community well.  However, dwindling congregations and increased 
maintenance costs meant that in 2001 the building closed.    

The PCC are currently working with the Diocesan Registrar and The Church Commissioners to 
seek the best means of disposal of the building.  
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Name Milnrow Parish Church, St James the Apostle 

Consecrated 21st August 1869 

Seating capacity 300 

Lighting Installed 2013 

Heating Gas Fired - wet system 

Bells Peal of 8 

Churchyard Open for internment in existing family graves or for burial of ashes 
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Worship at St James’ 

Currently, St James Milnrow has a relatively fixed service pattern, resulting from the establishment of 
the Joint Benefice with St Thomas, Newhey, which is as follows:  

 

We currently use the Common Worship Services & Prayers for the Church of England, Order One in association with the 
Revised Common Lectionary and the Complete Anglican, Hymns Old and New.  We would class our worship as ‘central’ at 
which the incumbent wears full vestments.  However, we have ventured into a more evangelical type service in the past but 
received mixed feedback.  That said we need to reflect on our worship so that it reflects the needs of our congregation and 
the wider community. 

St James has always celebrated major festivals and special events from Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
Eucharist, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, Harvest and All Saints.   

Baptisms normally take place in a separate service following Eucharist but Baptisms for members of the congregation and 
their families can take place within the morning worship. 
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Day / Date Service Time Average Attendance 

Sunday  Parish Eucharist 09:00 50-60 

4th Sunday 
Family Eucharist with 

uniformed organisations  

 09:00 60-70 

Wednesday Parish Eucharist 10:00 10 

 Sunday 1st Sunday Baptisms 12:30  
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Worship at St James’ 

CONFIRMATION 

On Sunday 22nd April we held a joint Confirmation Service with our friends from St Thomas' Newhey. 

It was so wonderful to see our 15 candidates reaffirm the promises made at their baptism, committing their lives 
to following Jesus and receiving the Holy Spirit. 

The eleven youngsters had attended 12 sessions of preparation which covered various topics from:-  Who is 
God?  Who is Jesus? Who is the Holy Spirit?  Prayer/Worship/Bible study, Serving God and serving others.  There 

was time to ask questions in a relaxed atmosphere and the youngsters made their own banner representing 
their group TCCOP...'''The Confirmation Crew of Penguins'....chosen by them because penguins huddle 
together and help one another.  The children also helped during the Sunday service by welcoming people, 
reading the lesson, assisting in Sunday school, taking the collection etc.  they all enjoyed helping and feeling 
they were contributing to church life. 

The four adults too attended eight sessions of the Alpha course.  Again, they studied topics and were able 
to ask questions and explore their faith.  Two of these persons are now on our Sunday school 
teacher rota. 

We continue to hold them in prayer and encourage them. 

In 2017 the PCC approved the proposal, and the Bishop’s approval sought, to admit Children to 
Communion prior to Confirmation.  This process has not been implemented to date. 
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What we do at St James’ - Church Organisations & Groups 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Our Sunday School meets most Sundays at 9am in the school hall adjacent to our Church. Each session lasts approximately 
40 minutes, after which the children are brought back into church to join the Communion Service.  

We have a new and enthusiastic team of 6 Sunday School Leaders who are working hard to provide an exciting and varied 
educational program for our young people, whose ages range from 2 to 10 years old. Our aim is to make Sunday School a 
fun, safe and stimulating learning environment. Our teaching is based on the events of the Christian Calendar, Bible stories 
and prayer and is delivered through interactive sessions that include storytelling, activities, crafts and games. We have a 
display board in Church that allows our children to proudly display what they have been producing during their lessons.  

We encourage our Sunday School children to bring their families along to the Family Service which takes place once a 
month. In future we hope our young people will take an active part in this service by delivering the readings or leading the hymns. We 
would also welcome further interaction between our congregation and Sunday School and are looking into ways this can be achieved in the 
near future. 

MOTHERS UNION 

St James, Milnrow has had a branch of Mothers Union for approx. 70 years. 

Current membership of the MU is 16 and about to increase further.  Members are totally committed to the Mothers Union aims and objects 
and have been fully supportive of their Incumbent.   

Meetings are once a month and in addition the group attend services and events in the Archdeaconry, Deanery and Diocese. 

Each year the MU celebrates The Annunciation of our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary with a Eucharist service.  All members are aware that 
being a worldwide organisation they are strengthened by prayer and so make full use of their Worldwide Prayer Diary and Midday Prayers. 

Members are always on hand to support all areas of parish church life.  We support the Vicar at Baptism Services and have a program of 
following Baptism families with an Anniversary Card for the 4/5 years after Baptism.  In the past years we have provided Bibles for the 
youth group and purifier cloths for the Altar.  We also try to keep a link to Milnrow Parish CE Primary providing Posadas at Christmas and 
knitted dolls clothes for the Reception class.   

St James the Apostle, Milnrow - Parish Profile 2018 
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What we do at St James’ - Church Organisations & Groups 

CHOIR 

 

St James has a small but enthusiastic choir. Currently with 8 members they are led by our Choir Master and 
Organist, Philip Mellor.  They are always open for new members. 

BELLRINGING 
 

There are 8 bells in the tower which were cast by John Warner & Sons, London in 1869 and were provided 
by the Schofield family, who were a wealthy family in the village. The weight of the heaviest bell is 18 cwt 
and 2 lbs. The bells were retuned and rehung in a new frame by John Taylor & Co., Loughborough in 1929, 
since when there has been no major work done on the bells apart from routine maintenance. 
 
At present, we only have three active ringers at the church, but try to ring each Sunday before service. We 
also hold practices on most Thursday evenings, commencing at 7.30 pm, when ringers from other local 
towers come to join us. The Rochdale branch of the Lancashire Association of Change Ringers usually hold a 
practice at Milnrow on the last Thursday of each month, at which time we can usually manage to ring all the 
bells, and from time to time Branch Meetings are held here on a Saturday afternoon or evening. We will 
always try to ring for weddings if requested, although this does usually mean finding ringers from other 

towers to help us. 
 
From time to time, we are visited by ringers from other areas on outings and on occasion, full peals lasting 
3hrs are attempted.  
 
We are always happy to welcome visitors and are prepared to teach any recruits who might wish to learn how 
to ring. 

St James the Apostle, Milnrow - Parish Profile 2018 
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Schools 

MILNROW PARISH CE (AIDED) PRIMARY SCHOOL (St James St, Milnrow, Rochdale. OL16 3JT) 
 
“Our school seeks to provide a Christian environment where people are valued in an atmosphere of mutual 
respect and tolerance, promoting success, enabling them to reach their full potential in stimulating 
surroundings.” 
 
This is the mission statement for Milnrow Parish CE Primary School and the school lives up to it. 
 
The school is situated directly adjacent to St James and has always had strong links to the church. Collective 
worship is led by the Incumbent in school on a regular basis and festivals are celebrated with services in church 

at Harvest, Christmas, Easter as well as an end of school year service.  These are happy occasions with 
the church filled with children, staff, parents and friends. 
 
A visit to the school will show happy, hardworking and well-behaved children who learn in a well-
ordered environment with a strong team of caring, motivated and supportive teaching and support 
staff.   
 

The school motto is learn, achieve, love, believe. 
 
The school has a strong caring ethos and promotes the Christian values of friendship, truth, justice, 

respect and love.  The school has a ‘Pupil Ethos Council’ and ‘Playground Pals’ ensuring that all are included in a range of 
activities at playtime.  The older children have paired friends in Reception and year 1, reading with them and looking out for 
them throughout the school. 
 
At Milnrow Parish school the head teacher, governors and all the staff aim to create and foster a love of lifelong learning 
within a safe,  stimulating and happy environment.  They believe every child deserves the best and they strive to provide 
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Schools 

excellence in terms of learning within a safe, stimulating and happy environment.  The staff are highly trained and committed 
to the working with the children to achieve the highest possible standards. The school has achieved Quality Mark of 
Distinction for Physical Education and Sport, Bronze quality reward for Science (aiming for gold in 2018) and a Silver quality 
mark for Religious Education.  The school is strong on equal opportunities for all pupils and therefore they have a school 
pastoral officer and Special Educational Needs (SEN) co-ordinator.  The Head teacher is a local leader of education, in order to 
supply support for identified schools in the authority. 
 
Our school had an Ofsted inspection on 11 January 2018.  The outcome was GOOD. It was also graded ‘good (with 
outstanding features)’ regarding quality of teaching, learning and assessment and ‘outstanding’ for personal behaviour and 
welfare.  Some comments from the report:- 

You have established a team that is full of energy and drive. 
You are committed to provide experience for pupils which expand their horizons. 
Pupils are polite and courteous. 

 
The school had a Statutory Inspection of Anglican & Methodist Schools (SIAMS) on 5th March 2018.  The outcome of the 
inspection is that the school is GOOD.  Some comments from the report:- 

Worship is given a very high profile in the life of this school and themes are relevant to the 
spiritual  and moral development of the whole school community. 
Underpinned by Christian love, distinctive Christian values strongly shape the relationships between all 
members of the school community and nurture the academic achievement, personal development and 
well-being of all pupils regardless of their ability or background. 

 
Parental engagement is encouraged through parental workshops, providing support for parenting and school curriculum. 
 

“We are extremely proud of our school.  Its pupils and staff achieve great things both within school and within the 
community.” 
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Schools 

MILNROW PRE-SCHOOL PLAYGROUP (Charles Lane, Milnrow, Rochdale OL16 3NZ) 
 
Milnrow’s first Preschool Play group where many of the local community have attended in their time. Run as a Charity, it 
offers 32 places to children 2 – 5 years Monday – Friday. 
  
GENESIS DAY CARE NURSERY LTD (23 Clifton St, Milnrow, Rochdale. OL16 4HP)  
 
Genesis Day Care Nursery Ltd is a privately owned organization that provides day care and nursery facilities for parents in and 
around Rochdale.  Established 20 years ago it offers high quality pre-school education along with ‘Out of School Clubs’, Before 
and After School Club (at Milnrow Parish CE Primary School) and ‘Holiday Clubs’. Receiving excellent Ofsted reports the 
Genesis Day Care Nursery Ltd is a leading player in Milnrow and Rochdale. 
 
CROSSGATES PRIMARY (Kiln Lane, Milnrow, Rochdale OL16 3HB) 
 
Built on the original sports field of Milnrow Parish Primary School, Crossgates Primary School was opened in the mid 1970’s to 
provide an additional school to the growing community of Milnrow. Crossgates Primary became a GM school in wave one and 
since this period there has always been a healthy rivalry with Milnrow parish.     
 
MOORHOUSE PRIMARY SCHOOL  (Crossley St, Milnrow, Rochdale OL16 4DR) 
 
Opened in March 1913 Moorhouse Primary School is the third primary school found within the parish boundary.  Often 
forgotten about, it serves the east side of Milnrow leading into the next community of Firgrove.  Moorhouse Primary has 
struggled over the years but is now a thriving and well performing school.  
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Schools 

HOLLINGWORTH ACADEMY (Secondary School) (Cornfield St, Milnrow, Rochdale OL16 3DR)  
 
Hollingworth is a high achieving, successful school which was graded as 'outstanding' in their most recent 
Ofsted inspection.  Previously called Roch Valley High School, there has been a secondary school on this 
site since 1965.  
 
September 2011 saw a huge £25M investment into the school with the demolition of the old post-war 
buildings and the creation of a stunning state of the art environmentally friendly building that has the 
potential to provide high class education to the young people of Milnrow for many years to come. This 

investment has put Hollingworth Academy onto the map both locally and nationally. Pupils travel significant distances to 
study here and as a result educational attainment is improving all the time. 
 
St James has always had a link with the school but this has never been strong. The possibilities are endless and in 
Hollingworth Academy lies a huge opportunity to do something special. 
 
OTHER SCHOOLS WITH CONNECTIONS TO  MILNROW  
 
Numerous young people over the years from Milnrow, all of whom will have had a long and active association with St James, 
have attended one these two Church of England Secondary Schools. Pupils from both schools attain first-rate academic 
qualifications and both have excellent reputations both locally and nationally for their standards. 
 
CROMPTON HOUSE CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL (1926)(Rochdale Road, Shaw, Oldham. OL2 7HS) 

Loving God - Caring for each other - Achieving Excellence 
 
BLUE COAT SCHOOL (1834)(Egerton Street, Oldham. OL1 3SQ)  

Faith - Vision - Nurture  
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The Wider Community 

FRIENDS OF MILNROW PARISH CHURCH - “Working within the Community”   

Friends of Milnrow Parish (FOMP) is a registered charity, set up by five members of the church acting as its 
trustees, in order to generate funds to help meet maintenance and development costs of our Grade 2 listed 
church.  It was clear that a new approach was needed to meet the growing financial demands required for new 
lighting, heat, electrical systems and decoration which could more vigorously generate the sums of money 
required.   

In 2009 FOMPC created Village Treasures Charity Shop.  Located in the centre on Milnrow on the main road it is 
ideally placed for everyone in the local community as well as commuting traffic making its way to the motorway junction.  It 
took three months to fit out with the help of numerous volunteers working long hours to prepare the premises ready for it’s 
opening on 26 October 2009 by the Mayor and Mayoress of Rochdale. 

Goods sold are of a high quality, and this standard has been maintained throughout the past nine years.  There are 
36 dedicated volunteers working in short shifts, many of whom have no formal connection with St James, but live 
in the community or the local area.  The community of Milnrow have made incredible donations and to date the 
Charity has donated over £223,021 to church, funding general repairs, roof replacement, new heating and electrics 
and, is well on it’s way to facilitating the re-decoration of the building. 

We believe that Village Treasures, whilst not formally a part of St James, Milnrow, acts as an extension of the 
church reaching out to the community who in turn are contributing towards the future of our church which will 
hopefully continue to benefit the whole community of Milnrow. 

Both FOMPC and Village Treasures has created an excellent opportunity to enable the new incumbent to interact within the 
parish, as well as through Church. 

However, it’s not all work and no play, Friends of Milnrow Parish have played host to family Race Nights and Prom Nights, 
events which have been open to and enjoyed by residents of Milnrow and far and beyond. 

St James the Apostle, Milnrow - Parish Profile 2018 
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The Wider Community 

1ST MILNROW SCOUT GROUP 

There has been a Scout Group in Milnrow for nearly 50 years.  The  Group comprises of 2 Beaver 
Scout Colonies and 2 Cub Scout Packs.  All sections constantly run at full capacity with a healthy 
waiting list but are always on the lookout for more adult volunteers. 

Beaver Scout Colonies: 

Children between the ages 6 – 8/8½ join in by taking part in a full & varied programme of 
activities, gaining badges in many different challenges, experience residential sleepovers, help out 
in the community and have fundraising events, the last raising £700 for Children in Need, to name 
just a few. 

All activities help to teach them to be more independent, improve social skills as well as have FUN. 

Cub Scout Packs: 

Children join between the ages of 8 - 10½ working on more complex badges, going camping under canvas as well as joining in 
competitions and activities with other Cub Scout Packs around Rochdale Borough. 

A full year’s programme has been planned to give the Cub Scouts all the outdoor activities they join the movement for and 
again the emphasis is on having FUN. 

Scout Troop: 

Due to lack of adult leadership our Scout Troop disbanded a number of years ago but plans are afoot to start a new Troop in 
September 2018 for those aged between 10 – 14.   

Scouting is all about fun, challenges and adventure. 
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The Wider Community 

 

RAINBOWS AND BROWNIES  

Like the Scouting movement Milnrow has thriving Girl Guiding units, Rainbows for 5 – 7 year old girls, Brownies for the 7-10 
year old girls and Guides for the 10—14 year olds.  Members take part in numerous activities from group work, games, 
singing, working towards badges and trips out. 

All meet locally on a weekly basis. 

MILNROW BRASS BAND 

The Milnrow Brass Band is a top class group of amateur musicians which was promoted to the highest 
ranked Championship section of Great Britain in 2003. Established in the village for over 150 years this 
active and progressive group of professional adults and aspiring academics attracts musicians from all 
across the North West aged between 17 – 55 years. 

Whilst concert and competition engagements see the band travel both locally and nationally the band still 
supports Milnrow with a strong presence in the community at events such as Remembrance Sunday, 
Carnivals and church walks.  

OTHER GROUPS 

Milnrow has a wealth of other voluntary and social groups. Others include: Milnrow Horticultural Society, Milnrow Literary 
Society and Milnrow Morris Troop. 

Milnrow Amateur Dramatics Society has a huge presence within Milnrow producing and staging a number of productions 
throughout the year.   

St James the Apostle, Milnrow - Parish Profile 2018 
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Wider Community 
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SHOPPING 

Milnrow has a good range of shops. There are numerous small businesses with two major high street food outlets.  
With other  major superstores all within a 5 mile radius you’ll not have far to travel to buy whatever you want.   

Rochdale’s shopping centre is re-establishing itself and Oldham & Bury are only a short drive away.  With 
Manchester – a vibrant city - only a 45 minute tram ride away and the Trafford Centre only 30 minutes down the 
motorway, you have all the shopping experiences you could wish for. 

PUBLIC HOUSES AND RESTAURANTS  

There are a number of excellent Public Houses and varied Restaurants  in and around Milnrow.  

INDUSTRY 

Over the years Milnrow has been the home of several engineering and manufacturing businesses.  

Renold Gears 

PTG Holroyd Precision  

Sonoco 
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Wider Community 

St James the Apostle, Milnrow - Parish Profile 2018 

MILNROW MEMORIAL PARK  

Milnrow Memorial Park has seen some long awaited improvements over the past few years’ thanks both to 
RMBC and the Friends of Milnrow Memorial Park. The Cenotaph was recently refurbished.   Improvements 
have been made to the landscaping, the old tennis courts have been redeveloped and the Friends have 
installed a skate boarding park to complement the existing children’s play facilities. MMP Bowling Club 

remains as popular as ever.  Over the last couple of years, the Park has gained Green Flag status. 

In addition to Milnrow Memorial park you’ll find the smaller well-hidden Stanneybrook Park at the top of 
Buckley Hill Lane. A little gem that’s becoming more popular every year. 

 

 

BUTTERWORTH HALL COMMUNITY CENTRE (New Street, Milnrow) 

A volunteer run community centre it give groups and organisations a place to meet and is an ideal function room. A hall that 
seats 70 and a smaller dining room and kitchen it’s the ideal place to meet. Here you can vote, dance and learn how to lose 
weight and that’s just for starters.  

HOLLINGWORTH LAKE NATURE RESERVE 

Just 1 1/2 miles down the road from the Church, you’ll find Hollingworth Lake Country Park and Visitors 
Centre.  Half of the lake is technically in the Parish of St James.   

Here you can walk for miles around the nature reserve or further afield on the moors and onto the Pennine 
Way. You can row and sail, for pleasure or competitively or you can simply relax and just feed the Swans, 
Geese and Ducks.    
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Wider Community 
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Wider Community 
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NEIGHBOURING ANGLICAN CHURCHES AND PARISHES  

For many years the congregation of St James have been committed to developing links with all churches 
in the local community and neighbouring areas.  In 2018 we held joint Whit Walks with St Thomas and 
invited, successfully, Moorhouse Methodist Church and Ogden Baptist Church to join with us.  The Walks 
culminated in a short service with hymns and prayers at Milnrow Memorial Park.   

Feedback to this joint venture has been extremely encouraging and we hope to build on this successful 
event. 

Moving forward we are becoming more committed towards joint working and worship.  What we would 
welcome is an Incumbent who has the drive and passion to lead us in working more collaboratively.  The 

opportunities are there. 
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Mission & Stewardship at St James’ 

You are the vine, we are the branches, help us as we reach out as your hands across the Parish 

We want people to 'enter into his gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with praise'. 

 We aim to offer fellowship, love, prayer and a sense of God’s presence to all who enter. 

Much of our mission over the past couple of years has been related to gaining funds and organising the much needed new 
heating system and rewire.  As previously stated, our voluntary run village shop has enabled us to fund these projects and we 
are delighted to say that they are now completed. 

However, as important as the repairs are, we know the love and care of the parishioners and community is our priority. 

As stated in the profile our groups: - Uniformed Groups / TCCOP etc. have been active and encouraged by their leaders.   We 
are pleased our youngsters want to help others.   Our adults are always willing to sponsor and to bring food contributions for 
the Rochdale Food Bank, help with cleaning/gardening etc. within the church etc. 

We offer coffee/tea and fellowship after each main service which also gives us the opportunity to welcome new members and 
have time to listen to people and know how to direct our prayers during the week. 

We have much to rejoice about and give thanks to God. 

Going forward we need to increase growth in numbers within the church family.  We have a number of senior members of 
the congregation, whom we care for and value greatly, but for continuity we need to build upon our younger families and 
increase our interaction with the parents and children of the Community. 

We want to provide follow up visits and/or annual service for those recently baptised and would like to introduce a service for 
the families /  friends of those bereaved. 
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Mission &Stewardship at St James’ 

 We aim to firm up our Community Links. 

 We aim to continue the necessary repairs as required. 

 We aim to carry on the brilliant work our stewardship campaign highlighted 

As we enter this interregnum we feel we will strengthen our team effort and dependence on God to fulfil the ongoing services 
and activities within our church (with the much-appreciated support of participating Vicars) and we look forward with 
anticipation and prayer, with the support of the new incumbent, to serving God by accomplishing our mission. 

STEWARDSHIP 

We launched our stewardship campaign "Put yourself in the picture" during October 2017.  We encouraged all parishioners 
to reflect on how much they valued belonging to our church and to review their financial support and time/talent 
commitment. 

 We had an extremely successful response which generated an increase in giving of approx £4000 per annum. We liaised 
with persons offering their time and talents and formed volunteer groups along with facilitators.  The good news is that our 
facilitators are liaising with group members and positive progress is taking place.  

We have a strong sides person and welcoming team 

Sunday school has six teachers and the youngsters are enjoying the sessions 

We have a fabulous quarterly magazine and an interesting website 

Our grounds and maintenance team cover lots of odd jobs and the recently formed Building, Fabrics & Futures Committee 
are obtaining quotes for more major work 

Volunteer drivers to offer transport to/from church if required  
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Mission & Stewardship at St James’ 

Contributions to Rochdale food bank 

Baptism and Wedding administration 

Fund raising for war memorial 

Cleaning team 

Social events organised and more   ........ 

So for our potential incumbent there is an assurance of voluntary and willing helpers.  The majority of facilitators are PCC 
members so it is possible to keep abreast of action and progress during regular PCC meetings. 

St James supports a number of charities on an ad hoc basis.  Christian Aid and the Children Society are major benefactors.  
We also sponsor children overseas. 

The Incumbent is fully reimbursed for all reasonable day to day expenses incurred. The Vicarage telephone account, 
Council Tax and Water Rates are all in the name of the joint PCC’s who settle all bills directly. 

MINISTRY  

Currently within the parish there are no ordained ministers or ministers officiating with the Bishop’s permission.  
Unfortunately, it is many years since St James welcomed a curate, but when it last did, it flourished. We would welcome the 
opportunity to work with a Curate again. 

Over the past 40 years St James has presented 3 candidates for ordination and one candidate as Reader.  Unfortunately, since 
the passing of our last Reader we have not been able to welcome a replacement. Within the congregation there are a number 
of individuals who are actively involved in God’s work who would welcome the opportunity to work more closely and 
meaningfully with an Incumbent. 
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Finances 

For many years St James Milnrow has found financial 
management a challenge.  Over the years we have had 
numerous iterations of fund raising committees which have 
worked extremely hard to do the best they could. In 2009 the 
Charity, Friends of Milnrow Parish Church evolved, which 
includes a trading outlet, Village Treasures.  

Whilst the charity has the remit to finance major schemes 
like, lighting, heating, roof repair and decoration etc, it is 
noted that the continued support of Friends of Milnrow Parish 
Church along with one or two one off bequests have secured 
the financing of St James, Milnrow. 

Our 2017 accounts will demonstrate that a significant 
proportion of our unrestricted income goes towards the 
payment of our Parish Share.  Voluntary giving via Gift Aid is 
our main source of income generated within the church. 

St James, Milnrow has paid its Parish Share in full each year 
since 2010. 
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 Total  

2017 

£ 

Total  

2016 

£ 

INCOME   

Giving 17,990.99 18,989.61 

Tax Recovery 2,348.37 4,342.03 

Other Receipts 25,689.80 27,335.33 

FOMP Donations 11,933.80 79,532.10 

TOTAL 57,962.96 130,1996.07 

   

EXPENDITURE   

Parish Share 28,939.41 37,108.90 

Other Payments 35,555.97 124,831.60 

TOTAL 64,495.38 161,940.50 

Excess of Income 

over Expenditure 
(6,532.42) (31,741.43) 
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Our New Incumbent? 

In view of our impending Interregnum we took the opportunity to seek the views of as many people as we could to see what 
they wanted from their new incumbent.  This ‘sowed the seed’ to get people thinking and to get them involved in the process 
of finding our next incumbent.   
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A person with an open and inclusive character 
who can appreciate and encourage social 
events and informal get-togethers. 

A person who is strong in support of 
modern family life, keen to provide 
Wedding and Baptism preparation. 

Someone who has gifts and strengths, 
who can prioritise and delegate, who can 
be courageous and challenge us to accept 
one another’s differences, strengths and 
weaknesses. 

A person who encourages us to recognise 
and use our spiritual gifts so together, as 
the body of the church, we all participate 
in the life of the church and its activities 
in the parish. 

Someone who encourages supporting 
mission groups and other charities. 

Someone who is secure and confident in God 
who has a friendly, gentle and encouraging 
approach who can create in all age groups an 
enthusiasm for worship, prayer and growth. 

A person who has a heart for people, a 
sensitivity to the traditions held dear by the 
elderly parishioners whilst also 
acknowledging the need for growth in 
numbers and spirituality. 

A person who has a passion for ministry, who 
loves and trusts God, who believes the biblical 
word and prayer are at the heart of everything 
we are, we do, or we attempt to do. 

Someone who feels drawn to God, to our 
church and to our community. Someone who 
would want our church to be an important link 
with the community, by being willing to under-
take and encourage outreach into the village 
life: 
 To continue the strong links with the 

church school. 
 Establish links with other schools in the 

community. 
 To forge links with various voluntary 

organisations, community centres and 
local business. 

 Encourage ‘Churches Together’ in the 
community 
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PCC & Congregation Reflections 

“What can we offer a new incumbent?” 

 A warm welcome to whoever God sends  to be our next Incumbent. 

 An understanding that the new Priest will come with his/her own God given strengths and talents which may be 
different from previous incumbents. 

  An openness to compromise and change resulting from our willingness to take on board new ideas to broaden our 
church ministry. 

 To continue to work alongside our brothers and sister at St Thomas, Newhey, our joint benefice  and to share fellowship 
with them. 

 Honest and constructive feedback. 

 A friendly welcoming church fellowship who meet together both spiritually and socially. 

 An appreciation that ministry belongs to the whole church community and that we do not expect our incumbent ‘to do 
everything’ but rather to enable and encourage the assistance of others. 

 A church building that is in stages of refurbishment which will be ideal for further imaginative and creative re-
configuration. 

 An ideal location within easy reach of Rochdale, Oldham, Manchester and Leeds. 

 Easy access to beautiful rolling Pennines and surrounding countryside.  Well, the PCC cannot be held responsible for 
this, but the beauty of God’s creation is all around us and we are happy to share this with you.  
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General Information 

Name of Parish: St James the Apostle, Milnrow 

Diocese:  Manchester 

Archdeaconry: Rochdale 

Deanery:  Rochdale 

Address:  St James Street 
   Milnrow, Rochdale. OL16 3JT 
 
Name and address of patron:  Rev Mark Coleman    

Vicar of Rochdale  
89, Clement Royds Street, 
Rochdale, OL12 6PL 
 

Archdeacon:     The Venerable Cherry Vann 
      57, Melling Road, Oldham. OL4 1PN 

Tel: 0161 678 1454 
 

Dean:      Rev Karen Smeeton 
      13, Brooklands Court 

Oakenrod, Rochdale, OL11 4EJ 
      Tel: 01706 347163 
 
Wardens:     Currently Vacant 
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