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SAINT MARY’S 

 
 We aim to be a welcoming community which reaches out to people of all ages (see our welcome video 

at www.stmarybarnes.org). We are a busy church but recognise the need to build and live out our faith. 

St. Mary’s is very much at the heart of the community in Barnes and aims to reach out to those beyond 

our congregation in many ways with a variety of activities.  
St Mary’s Church is a distinctive building in the centre of Barnes. With parts of the building dating 

back to the 1100s, the church was rebuilt after a fire in 1978 to an award-winning design which blends 

the contemporary with the mediaeval.  It is a flexible space which is designed to be used both for 

uplifting worship and for a range of other activities.  The church is open every day for private prayer; 

this and the use of the church garden are much valued, enhanced by their use during covid lockdowns. 

Sunday Worship comprises 8am BCP Holy Communion (c25 attendance); 10am Common Worship 

Parish Eucharist (c100 attendance); 11.45am Baptisms (c25pa); 6pm Said Evensong twice monthly 

(Choral quarterly); lay-led reflective service Sunday@6, and Healing & Wholeness service, each 

monthly. There is daily morning prayer & a midweek communion. 

St Mary's has a growing children and youth ministry led by part-time Children & Youth Workers,  

Jackie Davis, Julie Smith and volunteers. In term-time we run our Sunday Club for primary age children, 

and once a month have an all-age Eucharist.  Children are actively involved in worship, through Junior 

Choir, as servers, reading, leading prayers and preparation for First Communion and Confirmation.  We 

encourage young people of secondary school age to be widely involved in church life and in particular 

events. We have a thriving Tuesday morning toddler service & group. We have good links with St Mary’s 

Barnes Scout Group. 

Music is an important part of our worship.  We have enthusiastic, unauditioned adult and junior choirs 

under the leadership of a Director of Music.  The adults sing an anthem every Sunday and quarterly 

choral evensongs.  We offer four choral scholarships and an organ scholarship to talented sixth formers.  

The Friends of St Mary’s Barnes raises money both to maintain the church and considerable support 

for the charities we support. We have a series of major community events during the year, in particular 

http://www.stmarybarnes.org/
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the Barnes Music Festival, Fashion Show, Charity Ball and Bike Sale, which brings thousands of people 

into the church from Barnes and beyond. 

The PCC includes the clergy, churchwardens, treasurer and up to 15 elected members. We are 

supported in ministry by Bishop Richard Harries & two retired Lay Readers. We have five paid staff: 

Church Administrator (30 hrs pw), Kitson Hall manager (10 hrs), Director of Music, Children & Youth 

Workers (35 hours together). The Diocesan Parish Share in 2022 is £186,000. The Electoral Roll 

currently numbers 277. 
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SAINT MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 

 
 
Parish and Ministry 
The Vicar of Saint Michael’s is Father Stephen Stavrou who arrived in 2016. For many years, St Michael’s 
has also benefitted from the ministry of a non-stipendiary Assistant Priest, Mother Judith Roberts 
whose chief ministry is as a Chaplain at Kingston Hospital. The curacy of Fr Martin Calderbank, our self-
supporting curate, comes to an end in July 2022. Geographically, the parish is small (both in area and in 
population – less than 2500), but draws its diverse, lively and creative congregation from near and far. 
The electoral roll currently stands at 197 with an average Sunday attendance of 120 across all services. 
 
St Michael’s is a very social and faithful church with a full life of celebrations, activities, outreach and 
teaching. There are a large number of families with young children in the area and we have strong 
ministry among children and young people through our relationship with a number of local schools and 
nurseries. Our children’s ministry is supported by Gemma Curran, Children’s Ministry Leader, and a 
member of the congregation. Many people are also drawn to St Michael’s because of its excellent 
tradition of music and liturgy. We recently appointed a new Director of Music, Laurence William, who 
oversees the musical life of St Michael’s, especially our Choir and Choral and Organ Scholars. We are 
currently planning to launch a Children’s Choir in September 2022 as a major outreach project. 
 
History and Tradition 
St Michael’s was established as a mission under the auspices of St Mary’s to the area then known as 
Westfield in 1867. The current church was opened in 1893 and the district became its own parish in 
1920. In 2017 St Michael’s celebrated the 150th anniversary of its foundation as a worshipping 
community. Since its foundation, St Michael’s has lived and worshipped in the Catholic tradition, which 
for many years has expressed itself in liberal and diverse ways. St Michael’s is an expressly inclusive 
church in terms of gender and sexuality and is a member of Inclusive Church. 
 
Worship 
Worship celebrated with beauty and reverence is at the heart of our life as a church. On Sundays, there 
is an 8am Low Mass, Morning Prayer follows at 9am, with a Sung Mass at 10am and a Children’s Mass 
at 11.30am. Once a month the 10am and 11.30am services combine and take the form of an All-Age 
Family Mass. On feast days there is a High Mass. There are a lot of baptisms, and these take place either 
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during the 10am Sung Mass, or at 12.30pm. Evening Prayer is at 6pm each week, but once a month this 
is usually a sung service such as Choral Evensong. During the week there is a Mass on Wednesday and 
Saturday. Morning Prayer is said every day (except Friday) at 9am. The church is open every day from 
morning until night for private prayer and reflection. 
 
Buildings 
We rejoice in a beautiful and holy building that is in good condition, having undergone extensive 
maintenance in recent years. The Parish Office is situated in the Vestry of the church. The modern 
Community Centre and Cloister adjacent to the church was completed in 2006. The Church Hall on Elm 
Bank Gardens, built in 1920, is usable but in poor condition, and St Michael’s hopes to build a new Hall 
in the near future. Both Hall and Centre are extensively used by the local community through hiring to 
groups, for parties and other events.  
 
In 2017, St Michael’s adopted the following statements in order to ground its mission, vision and values: 
 
Mission – declares our purpose 
St Michael’s: A church for all ages. A faith for all people. A place for everyone 
 
Vision – expresses our objectives 
St Michael's is seeking to be the spiritual heart of the neighbourhood, creating a community of faith, of 
hope and of belief in the power of God’s love. Come and join us. 
 
Values – shares our beliefs 
Holy - a celebration of worship in the beauty of holiness 
Active - reaching out to our communities 
Open - welcoming and engaging 
 

A fuller sense of the life of St Michael’s can be gained from its website: www.stmichaelbarnes.org 
 
 

BARNES COMMUNITY 

Barnes is an attractive residential area of south-west London within easy reach of Central London.  It 
has a village-like atmosphere and a strong community with lots of open space bounded by a loop in the 
River Thames, with local landmarks including Barnes Pond, Barnes Common and the London Wetland 
Centre.  

The population of Barnes is around 15,000. Compared to many other areas in London, the population 
is largely of white-British ethnic origin, the majority of whom identify as Christian. The Barnes Team, 
formed of St Mary’s, St Michael & All Angels, and Holy Trinity was formed in 1997, as a relatively loose 
arrangement of three churches working together in one benefice, each with their own priest, PCC, 
distinctive tradition and parish. In the area there is also St Osmund’s Roman Catholic church., Barnes 
Baptist Church and Barnes Methodist Church. Together we form Churches Together in Barnes and meet 
and work together for the good of the people of the whole area.  

Housing is largely of 19th and early 20th century stock and is much sought after especially by families, 
many of whom work in high-income professions such as finance, media and technology.  Although there 
is certainly much affluence, it is a more mixed community than it appears to be on first sight, and there 
are areas of deprivation, particularly in north Barnes. Many people in this area live busy and 
pressurized lives with their jobs, their families and their leisure pursuits.  The church has the challenge 
of helping them to find meaning in their lives, whether they are regular or occasional churchgoers, as 
well as helping them with the family, work and social problems they can often face. 

http://www.stmichaelbarnes.org/
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Transport links into London are good with frequent trains from Barnes and Barnes Bridge stations to 
London Waterloo and a frequent bus service into Hammersmith to connect with the Underground 
(though Hammersmith Bridge is currently restricted to pedestrians and cyclists only). The majority of 
shops are focused on and around Barnes High Street, with many independent retailers. 

Barnes has a strong sense of identity in which the churches play an important role. Cultural and social 
groups abound including theatre, music and choir groups, literary society and history society, and 
sports clubs. It is a creative and dynamic population of interesting people who are enthusiastic about 
living in this area. Many aspects of community life are supported by the retired population, many of 
whom who are fit and healthy well into older age. 

There is a high percentage of families with children in Barnes, many of whom are drawn by the mixture 
of excellent primary and secondary schools, both private and state. Although there is no church school 
directly connected to the parish of Barnes, the individual churches have close links with many of the 
local schools and lead assemblies and services for some of them.  

Barnes is a joyful and beautiful place to live, where the life of the church and the community are woven 
together through history and bonds of affection that draw us together in mutual love. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Rev’d James Hutchings revdjames@stmarybarnes.org 

Father Stephen Stavrou vicar@stmichaelbarnes.org 
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