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Introduction 
 

The diocese of Chester has recently undertaken an independent review of the 

safeguarding provision in the diocese. This post has been developed in response for 

an initial fixed term period of 2 years, after which it will be reviewed. 

 

The diocese is currently seeking to implement the recommendations of the recently 

published Pearl Review and IICSA report. 

 

 

 

The Diocese of Chester  
 

Like other dioceses in the Church of England, the Diocese of Chester has been, and 

continues to be, on a journey of improvement in the area of safeguarding.  The 

safeguarding provision is being increased to assist the diocese to embed cultural 

change.  

 

There is a Diocesan Safeguarding Advisory Panel (DSAP) which meets four times a 

year.  The Panel is made up of representatives of external bodies (the police, 

probation, social care, education, NHS and voluntary sector) parish representatives, 

and relevant diocesan and cathedral staff.  The appointment of an independent chair 

of DSAP has recently been completed. 

 

The Safeguarding Team in the Diocese comprises the Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser 

(DSA), an Asst Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser, a Safeguarding Database and Parish 

Support Officer and a safeguarding PA/Administrator. In addition to its work for the 

diocese, the DSA also provides support to the cathedral dean and a limited 

safeguarding service for Chester Cathedral.  

 

Each parish within the Diocese has its own Safeguarding Officer who is responsible for 

implementing safeguarding policy at parish level. It is a strongly held belief that 

safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility and the diocese seeks to ensure that 

 



 

 

culture change takes root and the churches are truly a place where people are safe 

and can flourish. 

Context  
 

 

The Church of England has national policies and procedures for safeguarding to apply 

UK legislation and best practice. These national policies are promoted by the House of 

Bishops through the General Synod, the current key policies are: 

 

Policy Statements 

• Promoting a Safer Church; House of Bishops policy statement (2017) 

• Protecting All God's Children (safeguarding policy for children and young 

people, 4th edition, 2010) 

• Promoting a Safe Church (safeguarding policy for adults, 2006) 

 

Practice Guidance 

• Glossary reference document (2017) 

• Key roles and responsibilities of church office holders and bodies practice 

guidance (2017) 

• Responding to, assessing and managing concerns or allegations against 

church officers practice guidance (2017) 

• Responding well to domestic abuse practice guidance (2017) 

• Training and development practice guidance (2017) and 2020 Learning and 

Development Framework 

• Safer recruitment practice guidance (2016) 

• Responding well to those who have been sexually abused practice guidance 

(2022) 

• Safeguarding in religious communities practice guidance (2015) 
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