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“Worship with wonder, awe, imagination and joy” 
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Thank you for your interest in our current vacancy for a Priest to lead, inspire and nurture us as we look to 
proclaim to our communities and beyond the good news of the love of God shown through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The Chartham and Upper Hardres with Stelling Benefice comprises three congregations within two parishes: 

• Chartham Parish
• Upper Hardres with Stelling Parish

Our priest retired in April 2020.  Rev. Louise Vincer was licensed as Interim Priest in Charge in November 
2020 initially for 6 months, half time.  Due to the impact of Covid restrictions her licence was subsequently 
renewed for up to three years.  The objectives of her interim ministry were: 

1. To develop benefice relationships between the three congregations/two parishes
2. To work towards healthy governance and operations
3. To enable growth in mission and ministry
4. To be ready for advertising for a new incumbent

During this time, the benefice has established regular wardens’ meetings and a benefice prayer and poster 
for display in each church. Where possible the congregations worshipped together via Zoom in lockdown. 
In social and fundraising work the churches have committed to support each other’s events.  

Now we are ready to appoint a new parish priest and to continue to develop our relationships, governance 
and ministry. We are now in a much better place to move forward together. 

In June 2021, again with Diocesan help, a joint PCC identified values shared across the benefice. These are 
detailed below and resonate with the values of Stelling School (love, perseverance, and respect).  The 
diocesan facilitator noticed the significant growth in fellowship between PCCs since his visit nine months 
earlier.  

At the APCMs all congregations completed a “Purposes of the church” questionnaire which identified all 
three churches had two key purposes: Worship and Service to the Community and Worship and Fellowship, 
with growth in service to the community over the next five years. Leadership in the church needs to value 
both purposes and maintain church unity whilst celebrating different emphases.  
A reporting Log Frame is used to record the progress in this Interim Ministry, this is available on request. 

The Values nominated by the three congregations are: 

Connecting with people 
Openness to learning 

Passion for seeking God’s vision 
Worship with wonder, awe, imagination and joy 

This is a 0.5 post and the appointed person will be well-supported by lay ministry throughout the benefice. 
There is much potential to further develop the existing lay leadership.   

In addition to our regular Sunday morning services, currently our outreach initiatives include outdoor 
services and monthly Family Together Time in Chartham, and at Upper Hardres with Stelling 
environmentally-focused family services. 

We are ready to work collaboratively with you to develop and extend the mission and ministry in our 
benefice.  We recognise that pastoral and ministry teams are more fully developed in Upper Hardres with 
Stelling, while in Chartham they are more embryonic. 

Introduction 
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We aim to be a benefice Church community rooted in worship and prayer developing outreach into the 
community and particularly to young people and families. 
 

We want to encourage an openness to new ideas from within the congregations exploring those 
opportunities as a benefice. 
 

We aim to build on our current pastoral ministry teams, taking opportunities for learning and training and 
increasing the number of people participating in the life of the Church communities. 
 
 
 
Someone with an understanding of rural parishes, open to a wide range of worship styles, able to 
communicate the Gospel clearly, develop our spiritual life and who can collaborate with other Christian 
groups in the villages.  
 

A compassionate, loving, listening person able to lead us in mature Christian relationships. 
 

A strategic and collaborative team leader who will help us grow our congregations, further develop lay 
leadership and ministry teams, inspire and guide the work we are doing in pastoral care and community 
outreach and build on the good community relationships which we are re-establishing in our post pandemic 
world.  
 
 
  
We offer a range of services from traditional to contemporary styles of worship. During the pandemic we 
have developed our online presence based in Chartham providing a resource which reaches across the 
benefice and beyond.  The contribution of our musicians is central to our worship and Church life. 
 

Our benefice comprises two distinct communities in two parishes brought together to form the benefice. We 
are increasingly working together to learn from each other and build closer connections. We recognise the 
need to develop a sustainable pattern of worship which encompasses the church school in Stelling and 
maximises mission potential in our different contexts. 
 

Across the benefice we are active in our different ways in reaching out to the communities and families. 
 

In addition, we fully support our new incumbent in engaging in Diocesan training and professional 
development.  We are committed to paying parochial expenses in full.  We are fully committed to each 
other in the benefice. 
 

  
Lent Lunch with Archdeacon Jo       Parish Breakfast 
 
 
 
 
 

What we are looking for in a new priest 
 

What we are bringing to ministry and mission in the Church and our communities. 
 

 

Vision, hopes and sense of direction for the benefice 
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The Rectory, a modern four-bedroom house, sits on the village green, about 175m from the church.  Built 
in the late 1980’s, it was adapted off plan for use as a Rectory, with the inclusion of a private study with 
separate access.  The Rectory has been substantially renovated in the last year including a new kitchen, 
bathrooms and redecoration.  The lounge, dining room and kitchen all overlook an established garden with 
a good size lawn and the river. The master bedroom has an en-suite bathroom; there is a further family 
bathroom and a downstairs cloakroom. The property has a large double garage and private driveway with 
parking for several cars. 
 
The house enjoys a wonderful location, a quiet plot on the riverbank with a serene outlook over undeveloped 
water meadow & woodland.  
 
Many people along the river enjoy owning a small rowing boat enjoying access on the river down to the 
Papermill and up to an old water mill. 
 

     
 

         

The Rectory (CT4 7JW) 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Grn,+Chartham,+Canterbury+CT4+7JW/@51.2566602,1.0140854,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x47decea72c0a11d9:0xdc439997c640c354!8m2!3d51.2565587!4d1.0162598
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Grn,+Chartham,+Canterbury+CT4+7JW/@51.2566602,1.0140854,600m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x47decea72c0a11d9:0xdc439997c640c354!8m2!3d51.2565587!4d1.0162598
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The Garden of England 

 
Surrounded by villages, rural Canterbury is a delightful part of the Garden of England.  The historic Cathedral 
City of Canterbury offers a wide range of shops, restaurants and day to day services along with an abundance 
of recreational opportunities including medieval features and cultural experiences.  
 
The location of the benefice is conveniently just off the A2 London to Dover and is linked together with   
Canterbury by the A28 and Stone Street (B2068).  These give excellent access to major road networks, High 
Speed One Trains at Chartham and links to the continent and The Channel Port of Dover and The Channel 
Tunnel.  Although the two parishes do not share a border the distance from Chartham Church to Upper 
Hardres Church is just 5.2 miles and to Stelling Church a further 2.1 miles. 
 
There are a number of excellent private and state schools in the area including King's Canterbury, Kent College 
and The Langton Grammar Schools to name a few.  The Church of England Secondary school is Archbishop’s. 
Canterbury is also home to three Universities: The University of Kent, University for the Creative Arts (UCA) 
and Canterbury Christ Church University (CCCU). There are primary schools in Chartham and Stelling. 
 
Recent consultations in 2020 of our church families to find what sort of characteristics people would like to 
see in an incoming vicar were very well attended.  The results clearly showed that apart from the usual 
preference for a super-vicar with boundless energy, able to be all things to all people, our congregations 
would particularly welcome a person: 

 

• who is approachable and open to the Holy Spirit and with a heart for pastoral ministry. 
 

• who knows and loves the Lord, loves the Bible, believes in the gifts of the Holy Spirit and lives out 
their Christian faith. 
 

• with a desire to support the strong tradition of music in the church. 
 

• who will develop a greater diversity of morning & evening services, including services with a more 
modern style. 
 

• with a desire to build up the church’s spiritual and prayer life, encourage development of people’s 
gifts and maintain our tradition of inclusivity. 
 

• who will foster young people’s ministry. 
 

• who can reach out to our village community and school, and draw in both those who are already 
Christians, and those who are seeking. 

 

Our benefice 
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Chartham Parish 
 

 
   The Village of Chartham, showing the Paper Mill and the Church 
 
2-3 miles outside Canterbury, Chartham is a village with its own identity. The village is spread over an area of 
7 square miles and includes a more modern development, St. Augustine’s, on its edge which was built on the 
site of a Victorian asylum. The parish also includes the hamlets of Chartham Hatch and Mystole.  It is a 
beautiful place to live with wonderful surrounding countryside.  In addition, we have the many benefits of 
living close to a thriving, cultural, cathedral city.  A popular walk runs from Canterbury to Chartham.  The 
footpath and cycle path follows the River Great Stour with lovely countryside views and a series of lakes and 
orchards on the way. 
 
The heart of the village itself is set around a quintessentially English village green, surrounded by some 
traditional homes, the Church, the Rectory, the station and the village hall.  Football is played regularly on 
the Chartham Memorial Field in Chartham village as well as at the Chartham Sports Football Club in St 
Augustine’s.  Playgrounds are located at each of these grounds as well as at Chartham Hatch, lower 
Shalmsford Street, and a further two playgrounds at St Augustine’s. An annual village fair takes place on the 
Memorial Field.   
 
Described as ‘a working village’, Chartham still has a paper mill, a precision engineering company, a vineyard 
and bespoke garden building firm, along with many other small to medium enterprises. 
  
The population of over 5,000 is made up of people from a wide range of social backgrounds including people 
whose families have lived here for generations and others who have come relatively recently. 
 

There is an excellent village primary school, and our proximity to the city of Canterbury gives access to a wide 
variety of secondary schools (including, Grammar, Church, Comprehensive and High schools). 
 
Chartham Primary School is located on Shalmsford Street. 2019 data shows 351 pupils on roll of whom 19.4 % 
were eligible for free school meals at any time during the past 6 years.  The school became an academy in 
March 2021.  The Ofsted rating is ‘Good’.  

 

       
   Pumpkin Heroes, Nov 2019           St. Martin's in the Field pilgrimage, Aug 2021  
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Chartham Primary has extensive playing fields and plenty of space for outdoor learning and forest school 
activities and has a school radio station. The school prides itself in providing an enriched curriculum for their 
pupils in a fully inclusive environment. The staff team are committed to providing the best possible education 
for each child and working in partnership with parents. 
 
There are several pertinent aspects to the demographics of the benefice. 
 
The population of Chartham parish has increased over the last 10 years from 3,351 in the 2001 census to an 
estimated 5,026 in 2020.  The composition of the population in Chartham parish now comprises a majority 
under 50 years of age. Chartham parish had 68% (2,682 people) identifying as Christian in the 2011 Census.   
These statistics may demonstrate the potential for growth in Chartham parish. More data can be found at  
https://www.citypopulation.de/en/uk/ 
 
We have a rich and varied history at St. Mary's going back between 1285 and circa 1305 with a later tower 
of the fourteenth century, the church was restored in 1875 by George Edmund Street. The church is 
designated by English Heritage as a Grade I listed building. Further details regarding the history and historical 
features of Chartham church can be found on our website. 
https://www.stmaryschartham.org/Groups/346671/The_Church_Building.aspx 
 

   
 
As a church we have a wide range of groups and activities which are too numerous to describe adequately 
here.  Our APCM report for 2021 provides a full overview of these activities, many of which had to be 
temporarily discontinued during lockdowns but which are now becoming active once again.  Link to our 
APCM report.   
 
There were 98 people on the Electoral Roll for Chartham at the last APCM in May 2021. 
 
We believe that St Mary’s has real potential to be a beacon of light for the Gospel in our community, and that 
the time is ripe to make this happen. 
 
In the past 18 months we have developed a varied offer 
for families and children so that every week there is a 
specific activity for them. We have a monthly Sunday 
afternoon Family Together Time, Sunday morning 
Family Praise and children’s group ‘Live Wires’ during 
the Sunday service on two or three Sundays. We run 
several home groups and a weekly prayer meeting.  
We are looking to re- establish a ministry for young 
people.         

 
Open air service 

 
We also often have larger events such as a flower festival, art exhibition, monthly concerts and lent lunches.   

https://www.citypopulation.de/en/uk/southeastengland/admin/canterbury/E04004871__chartham/
https://www.stmaryschartham.org/Groups/346671/The_Church_Building.aspx
https://www.stmaryschartham.org/Publisher/File.aspx?id=298843
https://www.stmaryschartham.org/Publisher/File.aspx?id=298843
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Parish of Upper Hardres with Stelling 
 
The three villages of Bossingham, Stelling Minnis and 
Upper Hardres plus other small hamlets comprise the 
parish of St Peter & St Paul, Upper Hardres with St Mary’s, 
Stelling, part of the Chartham Benefice. The population of 
this very rural area is circa 1,000.  
 
The parish is situated in a beautiful and unspoilt area of 
East Kent, just a short journey from Canterbury, Folkestone 
and Ashford. The channel port of Dover, the channel 
tunnel and the high-speed trains are all within easy driving 
distance. There is an infrequent bus service to Canterbury 
and to Hythe through the centre of the three villages. 
 
Many of the houses are discreetly tucked away and Stelling Minnis is one of the last manorial commons in 
Kent. The village also has a picturesque Grade 1 listed smock windmill, a village stores/Post Office and a 
public house.  
 
On the boundary with Bossingham village stands the Stelling Minnis Church of England Primary School – 
further information below. 
 
The area is well known for its beauty and tranquillity and the friendliness and welcome shown by the 
residents. A wide section of the community gives time and expertise to support village life in many different 
ways. 
 
The parish churches consider community involvement to be important and there are monthly village 
breakfasts, a monthly afternoon tea, harvest and Christmas box schemes as well as the pastoral work 
undertaken by many church members. The pastoral network is co-ordinated by a trained assistant. 
 
Joint, as well as individual church fundraising events are held and, post pandemic, these have sought to 
engage with the community in the fresh air – 2021 joint events were Garden Safari and Built Heritage 
Celebrations. 
 
There is a joint PCC for everything affecting the parish and the two churches split for the second part of 
meetings to discuss their individual issues. 
Both churches were built in the 12th century and are in good condition – details of their history are available 
on the church and school websites. 
 
Stelling Minnis Church of England (Controlled) Primary School 
 
Website: www.stelling-minnis.kent.school.uk 
 
The school is located in Stelling Minnis close to the boundary 
with Bossingham. It is one of the earliest village schools in 
Kent. Although it still has some delightful historic buildings, it 
has been extended and modernised in recent years. It now 
includes new purpose-built buildings to house the local Pre-
School. The Primary School is successful (scoring highly on 
value added tables) and popular. It was judged Good by Ofsted 

http://www.stelling-minnis.kent.school.uk/
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and Outstanding as a Church School in recent inspections.  
 
Virtually all village children choose to attend and others commute from 
neighbouring villages or Canterbury. It currently has 78 children on roll. 
At the age of 11 children move on to a variety of secondary schools in 
Canterbury or Folkestone, but they remember warmly the close 
community values of their Primary school. 
 
The school makes use of the local church buildings for some of its services, 
such as Harvest and Christmas. It is keen to be actively involved with the 
local churches in promoting and developing the faith of young children.  
Up until recently, the school has hosted a monthly ‘Filling Station’ 
group for a number of years. 
 
The Friends Committee is one of the lively active village associations and organises a number of social and 
fundraising events. The current Head Teacher, John Gray, together with his excellent members of staff, are 
practising Christians and work hard to maintain the Christian ethos and values of the school. The children in 
Year 5 are given a Bible each year, funded both by the churches and the Friends. This is always a valued gift. 
Collective Worship happens every day and follows the Diocesan syllabus. The Wednesday act of worship is 
taken fortnightly by a member of the church family. The children are actively involved in worship by preparing, 
leading, singing, engaging and praying as part of worship. It is envisaged that a new priest would join this 
rota. The local church has supported the school during RE and Reflection Week, by creating a prayer room 
for use by the children and has also supported by meeting for prayer in the school and by being a pastoral 
support to the staff. 
 
The Governing body currently includes three Foundation Governors, two posts agreed by the two churches 
and one by the Archdeacon of Canterbury. This last position would be the one that an incumbent would be 
expected to take on as an ex-officio member of the governing body. 
 
Worshipping Community at Upper Hardres 
 
St Peter & St Paul’s is situated in the village in Upper Hardres CT4 6EN    
Website: www.upperhardreschurch.co.uk     
 

By God’s grace, our church will continue to grow in love and faith in God and Jesus Christ. 
 
The recent pandemic caused interruptions to service patterns but during closedown the tradition of prayer 
was continued in the church and as soon as permitted, following a careful risk assessment, church services 
were held. During the lockdown some church members joined the Zoom services from Chartham but there 
was not a large uptake on this and most of the congregation returned early to the church building with 
support from some Stelling congregation members. It was a happy time and helped relieve some anxieties 
and loneliness. Telephone contact was made and letters with updates about church life were sent to isolated 
members of the congregation. 
 
Worship Pattern 
 
The first Sunday of the month is a Family Service at 11 am. This is lay led and uses Common Worship with 
Hymns A&M and other music sources. We have special services – Mothering Sunday, Rogation, Crib Service, 
remembering for the bereaved, Advent, Epiphany and outside speakers are invited from time to time.  
Refreshments and fellowship are offered after the service. 

http://www.upperhardreschurch.co.uk/
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The second Sunday is BCP Sung Evensong at 6pm. Music plays a great part in all our church life and Evensong 
reflects this. 
On the third Sunday we hold a Family Communion at 11 am and the fourth Sunday is a said BCP Holy 
Communion.  When there is a fifth Sunday there is a joint service with Stelling. 
The congregation of St Peter & St Paul is actively involved in both leadership and support. There is a Ministry 
Team comprising Incumbent, Churchwarden and 5 congregation members). The music is provided by a pipe 
organ and services are often supported by a choir.  Electoral Roll numbers 33 
 

                
  Confirmation - Jemma with her  
  family and Bishop Rose 

Worshipping Community at Stelling 
 
St Mary’s Stelling is situated in Church Lane, Stelling, Canterbury CT4 5PT   Website: www.stelling-
minnis.co.uk/church-stmarystelling.htm 

 
We pray that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith and being rooted and grounded in love; all 

may be filled with all the fullness of God 
 
Church family 
 
Our style of worship is informal and welcoming. The congregation mainly comprises older members of the 
community. The electoral roll numbers 17. We have an exceptionally dedicated and talented musician in the 
congregation who plays the keyboard for services and leads us in our musical worship. Lay support is given 
during the services. 
 
Service Pattern 
 
Our pattern of services was weekly prior to the 
pandemic and is currently as in the table. 
 
It is hoped to build back to weekly services with lay 
leadership assistance. In addition, the following 
services are also provided:   
 
Joint Remembrance Day service at the War 
Memorial Bossingham Village Hall, Christingle 
Service, School harvest festival service.                                                                                   

St.Mary’s Stelling – Box pews 
 

http://www.stelling-minnis.co.uk/church-stmarystelling.htm
http://www.stelling-minnis.co.uk/church-stmarystelling.htm
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Worship across the benefice 
 
Our benefice style of worship includes both traditional and modern styles. 
 
Upper Hardres church have a central village tradition with a wide variety of services across the month.  
Stelling offers a relaxed Holy Communion service using Mission Praise.  Chartham offers worship which 
ranges from a monthly ‘Family Praise' service with a band to traditional Holy Communion with robed choir 
and organ on the other Sundays.  Prior to lockdown there was also a monthly lay-led Evening Praise service. 
 
Our current service pattern is: 

Current Pattern (May 2022) – Green indicates priest in charge 

Sunday Chartham 10am Upper Hardres Stelling 

1st Holy Communion (HC) 
11am Family Service – 
led by congregation 
team 

9:30 Family Communion 
taken by diocesan retire 
clergy. 

2nd Family Praise 

6pm Evensong taken 
by a lay reader from a 
neighbouring 
deanery. 

 

3rd Morning Prayer lay-led 11am Family 
Communion 9:30am Family Communion 

4th HC 8am BCP HC  

5th HC -Various Joint 10am – various leaders 

 
We passionately believe that the time is right for a revival of faith in the benefice and we are 
looking for somebody with the vision and leadership skills to guide us to make this a reality. 
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Annual Return Information 
Chartham  2018 2019 *2020 2021 
Baptisms 5 8 0 7 
Marriages 8 8 2 2 
Funerals 20 19 5 11 
Christmas 335 497 11 NA 
Easter  125 118 0 59 
Average Week, October  99 66 16 47 
Income  *£262,328 *£99,076 £40,644 £49,236 
Expenditure  *£244,049 *£64,251 £39,996 £47,224 
Planned giving  £35,959 £31,514 £22,610 £27,972 
Collections at services  £5,526 £6,977 £1,636 £1,251 
All other giving  *£186,962 £3,425 £2,796 £990 
Gift aid recovered £5,741 £37,089 £8,009 £8,205 
Restricted Funds *£91, 180 £39, 163 £40,497 £42,610 
Unrestricted Funds (£7,681) £273 £18,294 £22,543 

* Figures distorted as include grants & capital expenditure from Heritage Lottery funding.

Upper Hardres 2018 2019 *2020 2021 
Baptisms 3 2 0 0 
Marriages 0 0 0 0 
Funerals 3 0 0 0 
Christmas 66 108 10 39 
Easter  77 95 closed 62 
Average Week, October  18 24 22 
Income  *£45,426 *£80,796 £14.224 £19,738 
Expenditure  *£28,761 *£75,913 £18,706 £22,542 
Planned giving  £19,292 £49,874 £11,237 £12,113 
Collections at services  £2,835 £39,309 £1,214 £2,075 
Gift aid recovered £3,907 £10, 563 £2,353 £2,550 
Restricted Funds £21,999 £22,958 £19,952 £18,704 
Unrestricted Funds £14,130 £18,054 £16,579 £15,022 

*Figures distorted by special fundraising and spend on improvements to the church.

Stelling 2018 2019 *2020 2021 

Baptisms 3 1 0 0 
Marriages 0 0 0 0 
Funerals 0 1 0 2 
Christmas 42 40 0 20 
Easter  28 27 0 0 
Average Week, October  12 0 8 
Income  £23,008 £10,445 £13,041 £10,415 
Expenditure  £28,192 £9,720 £13,452 £11,718 
Planned giving  £7,725 £3,847 £3,663 £3,210 
Collections at services  £935 £308 £1,664 £1,689 
Gift aid recovered £2,907 £1,458 £1,228 £720 
Restricted Funds £3,400 £2,460 £1,314 £1,315 
Unrestricted Funds £13,653 £9,856 £10,591 £9,287 

*Covid-19.  Christmas: Christmas Eve & Christmas Day; Easter: Easter Eve & Easter Day; Average week, October includes Sunday and midweek
church services & fresh expressions in October but excludes attendance at services for schools.



BENEFICE PRAYER 

 

As we open our hearts and lives to God, 

we ask for blessings on the people of 

our Benefice and pray for the work of 

its churches in Chartham, Stelling and 

Upper Hardres. 

 

We give thanks for the grace and mercy 

which we receive and we ask God to 

share our worries, hopes and fears. 

 

Knowing God’s forgiveness we turn to 

him, seeking to know and do his will. 

 

Lord in your Mercy 

 

Hear our prayer. 






