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Introducing ourselves and our community

Our Parish
The Parish of St James’ is located in 

Thanet, on the North East tip of Kent. 
The Parish overlaps the areas of 
Westgate on Sea, Westbrook and 
Garlinge. It is largely residential with 
both private ownership and rented 
accommodation. The area is 

bisected by the Canterbury Road, 
with Garlinge to the south (Garlinge
Primary School is located within the 
Parish). The only other church within 
the Parish is Garlinge Methodist 
church, also on the Canterbury Road. 
The area to the north of the 
Canterbury Road has a higher older 
population being a popular 
retirement location.

St James’ Church
St James’ Church is a conservative 

evangelical and reformed church 

seeking in all we do to be under the word 

of God. Our congregation is 

predominantly over 40 years of age with 

the majority over 60. There are 38 on the 

Electoral roll, of whom 25 live outside the 

parish. The majority of members are 

regular church attenders, who serve the 

church in a variety of roles. We also have 

a small Sunday school.  Most of the 

congregation serve actively in the 

church. The Interregnum has proved an 

opportunity to encourage some to serve 

outside their comfort zone!

Our community
We aim to see people accept Jesus as Lord 
and Saviour, and grow to Christian maturity, 
by bearing witness to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in the Parish, and among our friends, 
relations and colleagues. Like many other 

churches during the pandemic we have 
striven to stay connected and support one
another but this has been hard as so many 
of our members are frail and elderly. We 
long to grow the fellowship and have the 
manpower and resources to effectively 
reach out to our community where we are 
very aware that many have no hope; they 
lack any knowledge of, or commitment to, 
our Lord and Saviour. We are looking for an 
incumbent who can lead us and grow the 
church.
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The leader we seek

We are seeking a servant-hearted, Bible-teaching man of prayer who will be in the centre of our ministry,

 Developing and enhancing the unity and teamwork that has come out of our time of vacancy

 developing our gifts and relationships with others in order to reach out with the gospel to our community

 helping us to apply the Bible and encouraging a greater commitment to God and the church

 making time for pastoral care of the congregation 

 A man who will be willing to engage with other clergy in the Thanet Deanery. 

The PCC has passed resolutions A and B; the church will neither accept a woman as the incumbent at St James’, nor allow a woman to stand in for 
the incumbent.  Because, at present, there is a female Bishop of Dover the church has sought alternative oversight and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury acts as Bishop for St James’
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Strengths

A small committed congregation who meet

regularly for prayer and bible study 

(and sometimes for a BBQ!)

Active community links with a number of groups hiring 

the Church Centre 

Good support network for the elderly

A PCC who work well together

Finances to upgrade and renovate our church premises 

from the sale of the Old School Hall

An efficient and well-run church office with an 

employed Administrative Worker
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Challenges

A small ageing congregation

Attracting younger people and families to grow 

the congregation

Younger workers to support all the outreach and 

church activities

Pastoral care of a hurting community

Very few men to lead meetings

Sustaining financial support to maintain buildings 

and parish share

Pianist but no organist
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Leadership and the church during interregnum

During interregnum the PCC 
have worked closely alongside 

the 2 church wardens and 
some male members of the 

congregation who have 
assisted in leading and 

preaching at our Sunday 
services.

In addition, we have been 
supported by The South East 
Gospel Partnership and local 

men from other churches to fill 
our preaching commitments

We have a part-time  
Administrative Worker who runs 

the church office from her 
home and manages the 

church centre bookings. We 
also employ a church cleaner.

A prayer bulletin is prepared 
weekly and sent out by one of 
the church wardens to keep 

the congregation updated on 
news and events for prayer

Church Suite is used and helps 
us comply with data storage 

and protection  as well as 
being used for booking and 
managing our groups, rotas

and service preparation

The PCC meet 6 times a year 
and the Standing Committees 

in between if necessary

Sermons are uploaded on a 
weekly basis onto the church 

website and are an additional 
way to keep folk connected if 

they are unable to meet 
physically
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St James’ Church is 

very much open!

At the end of June 2021, we held a Strawberry 
Cream Tea to let our community know that we as a 
church were open and able to welcome folk back 
physically as covid restrictions started to ease. This 
allowed us to invite friends, family and our 
neighbours in a relaxed and informal setting, with 
leaflets to take away with details of our services. We 
plan another Jubillee Tea to celebrate the Platinum 
anniversary of the Queens reign in June 2022.
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Church building

 Having recently sold a church hall (the Old School hall) the PCC 
are in the process of removing the pews from the church. We 
have approval from the DAC; we are applying for a faculty and 
we have established the cost of the project. We will replace the 
pews with chairs so that the space can be used more 
imaginatively for worship and community use. They hope be 
able to update the heating, lighting and sound systems as well 
as look into the provision of better toilet facilities. 

 The main church building has a public address system with 
recording facilities in the church as well as a loop system for 
those with hearing aids

 There is a fibre broadband connection provided by Virgin 
Media
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Church Centre

 The Church Centre was 
extensively redecorated in 
2020 with new doors fitted, 
the garden was fenced and 
improved to make it more 
useable.

 As well as using the Church 
Centre for church activities, 
(including Sunday School, 
Friendship Club and Tiny Tots) 
the hall is also hired out to a 
number of locally based 

community groups.
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The Grounds

 The church has a well-maintained fenced 
garden which is used for social activities and 
children’s groups.

 To the front of the church, flower beds are well 
maintained by members of the church. 

 There is off street parking for around ten cars.
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Worship
We meet at 10.30am each Sunday Morning with preaching from the Bible at every service. During interregnum 
the Lord’s Supper has been led by a retired vicar on the first Sunday of each month. At our services we use the 
English Prayer Book, which is an updated version of the The Book of Common Prayer produced by the Church 
Society in 1994. Sunday school is available for birth to 11 years.

In the months before lockdown there was a Sunday Evening  Bible study, led by the vicar, called Digging 
Deeper when we discussed the Sunday morning sermon. Our vision would be to resume our Sunday Evening 
service.
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Music
 We enjoy a mix of both traditional and 

modern hymns and songs

 In the past, hymns have been 
accompanied by a regular organist and 
a pianist. 

 Since meeting back in the church 
building after covid restrictions were lifted, 
we use a combination of the WLV videos 
and live music being played by our pianist 
and an occasional visiting organist.

 We have a gifted violist who has played 
at Christmas and other special occasions
in the past and we are hoping that now 
that restrictions have eased others will join 
to form a music group to support her and 
our pianist to play for services.
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Use of technology 

in our services

 As with many other churches we 
used technology to enable us to 
meet virtually whilst restrictions were 
in place. We continue to hold one of 
our prayer meetings via Zoom in 
order to keep in contact with those 
who might still be shielding  and to 
keep in closer contact with one of 
our  mission partner working in 
London.

 During the interregnum the 
recordings of the weekly sermons 
have been uploaded onto our 
church website – something which 
was not done for some years prior to 
the pandemic. However, we have 
seen how technology has really 
helped us to overcome some of the 
restrictions of the past 2 years .

 We are currently updating 
our website and these changes will 
be ready later this year.
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Special 

Services

As with many other churches over the past 2 years, St James’ has been 
limited by the covid restrictions in relation to special services which could be 
offered. However, there was one wedding with restricted numbers in summer 
2020 and a baptism in spring 2021. Other parishoners are currently seeking to 
be married at St James.

Responsibilities for the policies governing Baptism and Marriage of divorced 
people rest with the incumbent. The practice of the last incumbent with 
parents seeking Baptism of infants was to discuss in detail with them the 
commitment they were making. In the past, St James has offered a service of 
Thanksgiving for those who felt unable to make the commitment demanded 
by Baptism. Those infants and children who have been baptised are followed 
up with yearly cards as the congregation commit to praying for them.

We hold a Bereavement service on the evening of Remembrance Sunday 
and invite all those we know in our community who have been bereaved to 
come and give thanks for the lives of their loved ones. This is especially 
important following the covid pandemic. Several of our older folk died during 
this period. 

The Nativity and Christingle service held on Christmas Eve draws families 
associated with the Sunday School and Tiny Tots group. 
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Mid-week prayer 
and Bible study

We meet each week for prayer or Bible 
Study and kept our prayer meeting  going 
throughout 2020 via Zoom.

 Growth Groups are held on alternate 
weeks, one group being for Ladies only 
and meets during the daytime. At present 
we using a Good Book company study by 
Tim Chester titled, ‘Talking to the Father’, 
based on the Lord’s Prayer.

The other two weeks of the month are for 
whole church prayer: one in person at the 
church and the other via Zoom, making 
provision for the daytime group to join if 
they prefer not to go out after dark.

Typically in the run up to Easter we have 
a Lent course and we have also recently 
studied as a church, the Generosity Project 
by Tony Payne and Geoff Robson.

St James’ has also put on Christianity 
Explored and Christianity Explained courses 
led by the previous incumbent
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Children and Youth
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St James has a small but growing Children’s and Youth work. At present we only have a total of 3 or 4 families who join us on different Sundays 
with children from birth to 11 years but no teenagers (Pathfinders). Two of the families have joined from the Tiny Tots group. However, we have 
been encouraged that some different families have returned after a long break due to the pandemic. We would hope that some of these 
children would continue as they are coming up to the Pathfinders age group. 

We currently run the Sunday school in the church centre, during the morning service, with all the children together. We are currently following a 
series of studies on the attributes of God titled ‘What is God like?’, but we have also used the Go Teach material and some online resources 
during the pandemic produced by Quiz Worx. 

The last Holiday Club we ran was in 2018, but were prevented from our planned event in 2020 due to lockdown. In February this year we were 
invited by another church to join their Holiday club. We were able to resume a physical Light Party for the children in 2021 with games, activities, 
singing and dancing after having to do this online in 2020.

The annual Nativity service usually attracts many families with over 100 attending in 2021. The previous year we creatively compensated for 
covid restrictions by recording an online nativity with both the children and their parents’ taking parts and dressing up. This was a lovely way to 
celebrate and share with the rest of the congregation in Christmas 2020.



Missionary 

support

In recent years, the church has supported missionaries through prayer 
and finance: one individual working through Crosslinks; one couple 
working primarily among Muslims and a couple working with YWAM.

St James also gives annual financial support to the South East Gospel 
Partnership, the Christian Institute, Tear Fund and Good News for 

Everyone (formerly The Gideons)

The PCC review the mission giving every year and allocate any 

reserved monies to missions with specific needs.
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Finance

 In 2021 the total income was 
£277,259 which included 
£205,220 from the sale of the 
Old School Hall. In the same 
period £137,180 was expended, 
which included a back 
payment for unpaid Parish 
Share for 2020 of £33,030.

 The church paid the Parish 
Share in full in 2021.

 In 2022 the PCC agreed that 
paying the Parish Share in full 
would be a priority. The Parish 
Share for 2022 is £57,775.
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Outreach –
Saturday café

It has been lovely to resume our 
monthly Saturday café from 
September 2021. This is advertised 
in our community through our 
church groups and Facebook as 
a drop in café providing 
refreshments and an opportunity 
to chat and buy home made and 
grown produce. Pottery painting 
is also offered at some of the 
cafés, attracting children and 
younger families into our Church 
Centre.

This is another opportunity to 
open our church doors and 
encourage friendship evangelism.
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Outreach – Friendship Club

This is a group made up of 
mainly, but not exclusively, older 
people and meets on one 
afternoon each month in the 
Church Centre. As well as church 
members, it includes members of 
other churches and some who 
have little or no contact with any 
church. A programme of 
speakers and activities are 
arranged and a Christian 
epilogue concludes each 
meeting. It is also a time for 
shared fellowship with tea and 
cakes!
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Outreach for young 
children and families

Tiny Tots is a Christian ministry of St 
James' Church and aims to provide a 
relaxed and safe environment for 
young children of pre-school age, 
along with their carers, to play and 
learn together. The group meets during 
term time for a session of 1.5 hours.

 Pre-pandemic, Tiny Tots held a 
Christmas party which included a video 
and talk from the vicar in the main 
church. For many of these families it 
was the first time they had been inside 
the church and many of them came 
back for the Nativity and Christingle 
service. These links are vital in building 
relationships and welcoming families 
into fellowship with us.

Over the summer of 2021, we 
resumed our Tiny Tots group after a 
break of 15 months. It was lovely to 
make use of our large, grassed and 
fenced garden with the warmer 
weather. 
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Community links –

Garlinge Primary school

 We have good links to the primary 

school located within our parish. 

Before the pandemic the vicar 

and one church member visited to 

do regular assemblies. 

 This year we have also been able 

to resume  invitations for year 6 

children to St James for Christmas 

Unwrapped and Easter Cracked 

presentations which are delivered 

by members of Active Christians in 

Thanet Schools (ACTS)
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Community links –

Church Centre hirers

Since its refurbishment, the Church Centre has become a sought-
after venue for various local community groups, including

 All Seasons art group

 Slimming World

 All Around the Board (board games group) 

 St John Ambulance 

Good relationships are being built with our hirers, as well as some of 

our members joining the groups and some of them visiting us in 
church. This also provides a good source of income for St James’. 
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Social activities for everyone

Summer BBQ 

Christmas meal

Gardening group 
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The Vicarage

 Built in 1967, the vicarage is a 
four-bedroom detached house 
with large gardens. The house is 
situated immediately behind the 
church and is accessed from 
Orchard Gardens. A lockable 
gate provides walking access to 
the church. The property includes 
a study, living room, dining room , 
spacious kitchen and downstairs 
cloakroom. Each bedroom has a 
handbasin and there is a family 
bathroom on the first floor. The 
interior decoration is in good 
repair but the exterior requires 
some attention.
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Church History

St James’ church is an unlisted 
Victorian building dating from 1872.  It 
also has a Church Centre attached to 

the main building which was 
constructed in in 1971, modernized in 

1995,  recently refurbished.  

The main features of the church are its 
East window, installed 1960, mainly 
replacing one damaged in the 2nd

World War, which depicts the spread of 
the gospel from apostolic times to the 
20th century, and a Royal Coat of Arms 
of King George III, which predates the 
building. We don’t know why this has 

been placed in the church.

The side chapel was recently glazed 
and soundproofed making it a more 

useable space. The organ was moved 
to the body of the church in  1961 and 
the choir and clergy pews removed in 

2015.

A Church Hall in Garlinge was recently 
sold and proceeds are planned to be 

used to reorder the main church 
building

The church has had 12 vicars so far 
with the only break in ministry from  

1940 –45 when the church was closed 
because of the amount of enemy 

action including damage caused by a 
land mine exploding close by.

For more than 30 years the church has 
ministered in the reformed evangelical 

tradition of the Church of England. 
Since Autumn 2010 the church has 

been affiliated to Reform.
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Thanet 

the area

The Isle of Thanet is comprised of the 
seaside towns of Margate, 

Ramsgate and Broadstairs and their 
surrounding areas. It is well known for 
its sandy beaches, cliffs and sunsets. 

The Turner Contemporary Art 
Gallery, overlooking Margate 
Harbour, opened in 2011 and 

Dreamland vintage fairground, also 
in Margate, reopened in 2015. An 
area of the seafront at Margate 

mains sands has been made into a 
film set for a Sam Mendes filmed 

being shot in 2022.

Thanet has a higher than average 
number of EU citizens for England 

and a higher than average claimant 
count for universal credit in Kent. The 

isle of Thanet is regarded as a 
deprived area of Kent.

Thanet has a grammar school 
system, places for which are 

allocated by the Kent Test taken in 
year 6 of primary school. There are 

several schools which cater for 
special needs in the area, as well as 

private schools and a college of 
further education in Broadstairs. 
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Thanet

Deanery

Within our deanery St James’ is in the Margate group of churches, which are varied in 
churchmanship.

Thanet Deanery’s goal is to achieve a sustainable and flourishing future.

At our most recent Deanery Synod meeting last September an outline was given to achieve 
these goals: 

• Commitment to reduce “central” costs and total Parish Share ask by 10%

• Commitment by parishes to pay the full Parish Share

• Generosity encouraged to support less well-off parishes

• Openness & transparency

• Deaneries looking at the right level of ministry and buildings

• COVID loan, sale of excess assets, sustainability grant to manage current shortfall

• But growth is needed in the medium to long term

29



Canterbury 

Diocese

Canterbury Diocese is the oldest diocese in England, stretching from Maidstone to 
Thanet, the Isle of Sheppey to the Romney Marsh. We have 350 miles of coastline with 
historic ports and seaside resorts, alongside rural communities, market towns and 
commuter-belt urban developments.  Affluent areas often sit alongside pockets of 
major deprivation, offering an exciting and challenging mission context.

At the heart of all we do is a vision of transformation for ourselves and our 
communities: no one can encounter God and remain unchanged. In the Diocese of 
Canterbury, we want to increasingly become a Christian community transformed 
through encounter with Christ, growing and overflowing to transform and bless the 
families, homes and communities we serve: ’Changed Lives, Changing lives’.

By God’s grace we want to be a people who are...

…confident & creative disciples of Jesus Christ
...rooted in scripture & drenched in prayer
…living gratefully, giving generously, caring for creation & sharing the gospel
...growing in number & expectations – of God & ourselves
...motivated by justice & love, open to the Spirit & ready for adventure!

Deaneries play an important role as a missional and strategic unit. The diocese also 
actively encourages people to exercise local leadership and to discover collaborative 
ways to engage creatively in ministry and to redefine local mission – placing the church 
at the heart of every local community.

www.canterburydiocese.org
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