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Foreword 

Thank you for showing interest in our parishes of Christ Church, Skipton and St Mary’s, Carleton. 

Our Parish Brochure, we believe, is a good reflection of what goes on in our two parishes and hope 
you will be encouraged to want to come and lead us. Both parishes are praying that the right person 
will be guided to us: as you read this brochure please think and pray about whether that right person 
might be you. 

This brochure can only give a hint of who we are as a United Benefice, but you will find us warm 
and welcoming and wanting to move forward and grow our faith and congregation. 

 

The Diocese of Leeds 

The Diocese comprises five Episcopal Areas and is now one of the largest Dioceses in the country: 
its creation is unprecedented in the history of the Church of England. It covers an area of around 
2,425 square miles and a population of around 2,642,400 people. 

The three former Dioceses were created in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to cater for 
massive population changes brought about by industrialisation and, later, extensive immigration. 
The Diocese of Leeds comprises major cities (Bradford, Leeds, Wakefield), large industrial and post-
industrial towns (Halifax, Huddersfield, Dewsbury), a spa town (Harrogate), market towns (Skipton, 
Ripon, Richmond and Wetherby), and deeply rural areas (the Dales). The Diocese serves an area 
that fully represents the diversity and challenges of contemporary British society. It is a stimulating 
environment in which both to exercise ministry and develop a career. 

The Diocesan Bishop, The Rt Revd Nick Baines, is assisted by five Area Bishops (Bradford, 
Huddersfield, Kirkstall, Wakefield and Ripon) and five Archdeacons (Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, 
Pontefract, Richmond & Craven). Both parishes are in the Skipton Deanery within the Ripon and 
Craven Archdeaconry, under the leadership of the Bishop of Ripon, The Rt Revd Dr Helen-Ann 
Hartley. 

The Diocesan vision is one of “Christians and clergy, growing churches, transforming communities 
and so helping share the Good News of Jesus Christ across our Diocese”. The Diocese seeks to 
appoint clergy who have a joyful and confident faith which has already inspired a track record of 
church growth, both numerically and spiritually. 

 

Skipton 

Our parishes are located in Craven in North 
Yorkshire in, and close to, the market town of 
Skipton. This is situated on the edge of the 
picturesque Yorkshire Dales National Park and is 
often referred to as the 'Gateway to the Dales’. 
The High Street, which has a selection of 
independent shops, was voted the best in the 
country in 2009. The town was also named as the 
second happiest place to live in Great Britain in a 
2020 survey.  

There is a market in Skipton four days a week, 
which attracts many visitors especially during the 



summer months. Just five miles away is the 
well-known Bolton Abbey Estate, owned by 
the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire. 
Bolton Abbey stands alongside the river 
Wharfe and is a beautiful recreational place 
for visitors and locals alike. Malham and 
Grassington, in the Yorkshire Dales, and 
Settle are also within easy reach. 

Skipton is a popular tourist attraction; 
people being drawn in, particularly by the 
market and by the medieval Holy Trinity 
Church and tenth century castle at the top 
of the High Street. The Town Hall has 
recently undergone a major refurbishment 

and is the home of the Craven Museum. It also has the facilities to put on concerts and similar 
events. The Auction Mart has a programme of entertainment events and the town’s Little Theatre 
has its own amateur theatre group, which put on regular productions. There are a number of 
gymnasia and an indoor swimming pool in Aireville Park. There are impressive sporting facilities at 
Sandylands (close to the Vicarage) which includes: sports halls, badminton courts, cricket nets, a 
basketball court, a volley ball court, a netball court, squash courts, health & fitness suite and a 
gymnasium. Skipton has its own football, rugby and cricket teams. There are many local committees 
that arrange meetings, including the Civic Society, a History Society, Rotary Club, WI, Masons, etc. 

The town has a number of excellent Primary schools, including three church schools. For older 
children there are two single-sex selective Grammar schools, an Academy and a College.  

ln addition to Christ Church and the medieval Anglican church, Holy Trinity, there are Roman 
Catholic, Baptist, Champions Church (formerly Pentecostal) and Local Ecumenical Partnership 
(Methodist and United Reform) congregations in the town.  

Although Skipton is set within a rural area, it is served by good transport links and has relatively 
easy access to the motorway networks. There are frequent trains to the cities of Leeds and Bradford, 
taking only about forty-five and forty minutes 
respectively, which makes the town popular with 
commuters. There is also a daily direct train to 
London. In the opposite direction trains go 
through to Morecambe and Carlisle, the latter 
using the popular Settle to Carlisle route over the 
Ribblehead Viaduct. There is a good road 
connection to Harrogate, leading to the M1, and 
in the opposite direction through Ingleton and 
Kirkby Lonsdale to the M6. Colne is only about 
10 miles away with a motorway link, the M65, 
directly joining the M61 & M6. There are frequent 
buses to Colne, Settle and Keighley.  

 

Carleton 

Carleton is a village with a population of approximately 1100 residents, dominated by the remaining 
cotton mill (now apartments). It is located on the south side of the Aire valley, two miles from Skipton 
and on the edge of Craven District. The river is spanned by an old bridge carrying the busy road 



from Skipton, through Carleton and over to Colne in Lancashire (roughly following the old drovers’ 
route). The road rises over Carleton moor and along its route there are farms and houses belonging 
to the parish. Another road from the village, goes eastwards towards Cononley with three Victorian 
villas and buildings, a farm, and a few private houses. One of the villas has been divided into 
apartments. Another road goes westwards, meandering along the edge of the river, and passes 
farmland; being close to the river it often floods, but is a popular through-route to the main A59 and 
Skipton by-pass. 

 

The last two years 

Over the last two years the Covid Pandemic has hit churches and other places of worship around 
the world badly - and Christ Church, Skipton, and St Mary’s, Carleton are no exception. During the 
lockdown we were forced to close our churches and resort to online services: for Christ Church, 
Skipton this seriously reduced our income as we were unable to hire out our church and hall. While 
also affecting St Mary’s, Carleton, not being dependent on hire income, it was left to our ingenuity 
to try to continue raising income as we normally do, including take-away afternoon teas for Mothering 
Sunday and mince pies at Christmas.  

It was during the pandemic that our vicar retired and our two curates moved on to new opportunities. 

Despite these enormous challenges we have proved our resilience as loving Christian communities, 
eager to make a positive difference in Skipton and Carleton. 

It is with immense enthusiasm and optimism that we are now looking forward to taking the Christian 
message out into our communities with our new appointment.  This is needed, following the 
pandemic, as much as ever before, particularly in the most disadvantaged areas. 

Our prayer to God is to have a new inclusive incumbent to love us and lead us with drive and 
passion, and in return we pledge to support and nurture our new vicar to do God's work in our 
communities.  

Are you the answer to our prayers? 

 

United Benefice of Skipton Christ Church with Carleton St Mary 

It is with delight that we let you know more about our United Benefice of two churches. The United 
Benefice of Skipton Christ Church with Carleton St Mary is well established and we enjoy a 
reasonable relationship with each other. 

Geographically the parishes are adjacent neighbours, separated by the River Aire, although each 
has its own distinctive character with Christ Church covering the southern half of Skipton and St 
Mary's being in a village location. The churches are about 2 miles apart. 

Services are held every Sunday in both churches and some parishioners from St Mary's join the 
Wednesday morning Eucharist congregation at Christ Church. We pray for the sick and the departed 
in both parishes and also support each other's social activities. The parishes share a weekly news 
sheet. 

On several occasions during the year, we worship together. St Mary's Patronal Festival and the 
Marian Festivals are usually celebrated at St Mary's. On special occasions, such as the Easter Vigil, 
the Advent and Christmas Carol Services, and Candlemas, people from both churches come 
together to form a choir at Christ Church. 



It is our wish to appoint to the United Benefice of Skipton Christ Church with Carleton St Mary, an 
inclusive Priest who will continue to draw the two parishes together in worship, ministry and 
fellowship, whilst, at the same time recognising their distinctive natures.  

 

 

The Vicarage 

Built in 1983, the Vicarage is an attractive detached house. The property is set in manageable 
gardens, with a large lawn in front of the house with planted borders. It offers comfortable 
accommodation, comprising of four bedrooms (three double and one single), a study, a good-sized 
kitchen, a dining room and a lounge. There is a tarmac drive to the front giving access to two garages 
and with space for parking several other vehicles. The house is situated beside the road which runs 
from Skipton to Carleton. It is about half a mile away from Christ Church and around 1½ miles from 
St Mary’s Church. 

 

In the following we give you more information about our two Parishes. 

  



The Parish of Christ Church, Skipton 
Introduction 

The parish covers the southern part of Skipton, an 
attractive market town in the Yorkshire Dales, which is 
popular with day visitors and holiday makers alike.  

In 2018, the population of Christ Church parish was 
10,371, with ages closely comparable to the national 
distribution.  In 2019, the parish was ranked in the top forty 
per cent of deprived parishes, with some parts of the 
parish being in the most deprived category.  This 
contrasts starkly with the adjacent Holy Trinity parish 
located on the north side of the town, where the 
population in 2011 was 5,127, with ages skewed heavily 
towards older people.  In 2015, Holy Trinity was ranked in 
the bottom ten percent of deprived parishes.  The 
differences in population reflect higher housing density 
and occupancy in Christ Church parish, rather than 
differences to a real extent. 

The parish ethnicity comprises 89% white British, 4% of 
Pakistani heritage and a small percentage of other ethnic 
groups. In the parish 63% of the population are Christian, 
5% are Muslim and 32% have no religion or this was not 
on the stated 2011 census information. 

Within the parish there are two small industrial estates with 
a variety of workshops, warehousing, leisure and retail 
facilities. There are also three major supermarkets and a 
range of small independent service sector businesses. 
Two undertakers and the crematorium are also located 
here. Around 90% of the parish population are employed 
in either full time or part-time work. Occupations with the 
highest percentage of employees include lower 
managerial, administrative and professional roles.  

Across the parish there is a variety of housing including, 
apartments, local authority housing, terraced, semi-

detached and detached homes; with a mix of owner 
occupied and rented properties. There are also 
several sheltered housing complexes and two care 
homes.  

In January 2023 a new £15m care home complex is 
due to open in the parish, comprising 86 suites of 
residential care plus a special dementia unit. 

Within the parish there are pockets of considerable 
deprivation and disadvantage such as pensioner 
poverty, people with low or no qualifications, single 
parenthood, elderly deprivation and housing 
conditions.  



There are three schools in the parish Brooklands Community Special 
School, Greatwood Community Primary School and Christ Church CE 
(VC) Primary School. The church enjoys strong links with all of them. 
The Vicar of Christ Church is also a Foundation Governor at Christ 
Church CE (VC) Primary School.  

 

The Building and Land 

Christ Church, a fine Victorian building, is Grade ll* listed and was 
consecrated in 1839. It was built to serve the growing population 
of Skipton.  It was an early response to the Oxford Movement and  
had close associations with E B Pusey.  The Catholic tradition 
has been proudly maintained. The church interior has been 
adapted to suit changing liturgical styles over the years. In 2009, 
to make the church more of a community asset, the pine pews 
were removed, and a beautiful oak semi-sprung floor was laid 
throughout, which transformed the nave. Under-floor heating, 
new congregational chairs, a chair storage area and a 

refreshment servery were also included in this 
re-ordering scheme. In addition, a worship area 
at the west end of the north aisle was created, 
which acts as a Lady Chapel for midweek 
services. The church, which is now a flexible 
space for liturgy and worship, with enhanced 
acoustic properties, has a developing ministry 
of welcome in the community as a popular 
performance space.  

The organ at Christ Church, which was installed 
by Harrison & Harrison of Durham in 1905, is a 
magnificent instrument which is listed at Grade 

II* by the British Institute of Organ Studies.                                                                               

There is an office area located in the former choir vestry, which is used by the benefice administrator. 

Below the church is an extensive crypt running the length of the church and divided into vaults, with 
external access and stairs from the church, internally. There is an additional area for worship and 
the luxury of plenty of storage. Several vaults have also been used as a popular band practice venue 
for local young people.  It has great potential for use in connection with the church’s outreach.     

Christ Church is set within extensive grounds, 
providing a welcome green space in an area of 
predominantly terrace housing and business 
development. The closed churchyard was 
adopted by the local town council sixty years 
ago when the majority of gravestones were 
removed to the south boundary wall and the 
area levelled. Council responsibility for upkeep 
of the grounds continues with regular grass 
cutting, tree inspections and occasional 
replanting, repairs to boundary walls and paths 
and the provision of a public bench.  



Worship and Ministry 

The current pattern of worship at Christ Church is as follows: - 

Sunday  

9.30 a.m. Family Eucharist and Sunday school; 

Wednesday 

9.30 a.m. Holy Communion. 

On major feast days and on special occasions 
there may be changes or additions to the 
services listed above.  

Baptisms at Christ Church are usually held on 
a Sunday afternoon.  

At Christ Church the clergy prepare parents 
and godparents for the baptism of a child, 
young people who receive the sacrament prior 
to confirmation and those who wish to explore confirmation. 

Children from Christ Church School are encouraged to join us and take part in worship on Education 
Sunday when they help in various roles such as giving out hymn books, taking the collection and 
leading the prayers. 

The congregation comprises 30% men and 70% women 
with 51% of people on the Electoral Roll living outside 
the parish. The age range of the congregation includes 
toddlers to the over nineties. 

The Sunday average attendance for Christ Church at 
9.30 a.m. during the pandemic, when the church was 
allowed to open, was about thirty-five adults and six 
children.  

Christ Church, from its earliest days, has been in the 
Catholic tradition and is now best described as ‘liberal 
catholic’. The Eucharist is central to our worship. The 

Sacrament is reserved for the sick and housebound. The clergy wear Eucharistic vestments. At all 
our Eucharistic services we use booklets, created from the liturgy in Common Worship, which are 
specific to each season. We use A&M (2013), Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New and the New 
English Hymnal but only one hymnbook is 
used each week. Saints’ days are celebrated 
and major feast days observed with an 
evening Solemn Eucharist, when incense is 
used. The Sacrament is reserved for the sick 
and housebound.  

Music plays an integral role in our worship, 
which is provided by our accomplished 
organists. We are able to assemble a small 
choir with people from both Christ Church and 
St Mary’s for midweek feast days and other 
special occasions. 



 

There is one active retired priest who lives outside the parish who is willing to assist when required. 
Historically, the benefice has been regarded as a good training parish for curates. 

Lay involvement in leading worship is encouraged. Readings are usually conducted by the laity, 
people who are authorised by the Bishop administer the chalice, sides persons welcome people and 
the intercessions are led by lay people at the Family Eucharist. Many members of our church 
community give of their time and talents by being on the flower arranging team, cleaning the brasses, 
serving refreshments, doing jobs around the building, caring for the grounds, supporting the clergy 
at baptisms and being altar servers. 

A team of lay people run our Sunday school each week. Sunday school takes place in church 
alongside the congregation.  

The church family visits nursing homes, people who are housebound or ill in their own homes and 
in hospital. During Lent we alternate between taking part in Churches Together in Skipton and 
District Lent Groups and running something of our own. Occasionally we have house group 
meetings which are clergy led and provide opportunities for discussion and exploration of specific 
topics. A Friends and Companions of the Resurrection group meet monthly to celebrate the 
Eucharist, offer prayers for the community, enjoy fellowship and promote parish visits to Mirfield. 

Parish pilgrimages have been events that over the last twenty years have benefitted members of 
the church family. Destinations have 
included Parcevall Hall, Rome, Assisi, 
Walsingham and The Shrine of 
Edward the Confessor at Westminster 
Abbey. These have been meaningful 
and memorable occasions where 
friendships have been built through the 
sharing of spiritual experiences. 

At Christ Church we enjoy a variety of 
social activities including meeting for a 
curry at a local restaurant, Quiz nights, 
Bowling and Supper evenings and 
Wine tasting events. 

 



Administration and Finance 

There are nine members of the PCC at Christ Church including the normal ex-officio members. The 
number on the Electoral Roll as reported to the APCM in April 2021 was 53. 

Three copies of the Financial Accounts for the year 2021 are attached. 

At Christ Church the regular average weekly giving of those aged 16 years and over is £10.30 with 
76% of the giving being gift aided. The number of gift aided declarations is 37. 

The number of ‘occasional offices’ at Christ Church has been badly affected by the Covid Pandemic. 
The figures for 2021 are given below with the 2019 figures in brackets for comparison: -  

Baptisms     7 (14) 

Confirmees   0 (0) 

Weddings      1 (1) 

Funerals in Church    8 (8) 

The annual parish share in 2022 for Christ Church is £38,088                           

Like many churches our attendances and finances have been impacted by the Covid pandemic in 
2020 and 2021. We rely heavily on income from renting out the hall and the church for concerts, 
exhibitions and to local community groups. During the various lockdowns we were unable to do this, 
and our income declined. Following the lifting of most restrictions in the summer of 2021 there has 
been a steady recovery in bookings, and we hope to return income to pre-pandemic levels during 
2022.  

While the general state of the repair of Christ Church is good, the most recent Quinquennial 
Inspection, identified repairs needed to drainage, internal plasterwork and a column in the crypt that 
requires specialist investigation.  The whole of the nave roof was replaced in 2016 

 

The Wider Church 

Christ Church belongs to the Skipton Deanery. The parish has one representative on the Deanery 
Synod,  

The parish of Christ Church is also part of the Diocese of Leeds, coming under the Archdeaconry of 
Richmond and Craven and being in the Ripon Episcopal Area. 

Through Churches Together in Skipton and District, Christ Church strongly supports the work of 
Christian Aid by taking part in the door-to-door collection, which is organised during Christian Aid 
week, and the occasional box collections at local supermarkets. Provision is made to collect regular 
donations for the ‘Skipton Food Bank’ that is based at the St Andrew’s Church.  

Christ Church also supports ‘The Children’s Society’ with many people contributing through 
‘Children’s Society’ boxes. The annual box opening and counting takes place in September when 
there is a coffee morning and a cake stall in the church hall. 

Christ Church is a Fairtrade church and Skipton is a Fairtrade town. 

At Christ Church we take part in the ecumenical ‘Week for Christian Unity’ and the annual ‘Pulpit 
Swap’. Holy week provides an opportunity for people at Christ Church to be involved in shared 
services with other Anglican congregations in the town. 

 



Community Outreach 

Christ Church, which holds a General Premise Licence, is available for hire as a venue for events 
such as concerts, exhibitions, workshops and meetings. The adjoining church hall, which has toilet 
provision and a kitchen, can also be hired for meetings, exercise classes, children’s birthday parties 
and small receptions. Both the Church and the 
Church Hall have disabled access and a loop 
hearing system. Users include, Dance and Art 
classes, Skipton Stitchers (the Embroiderers’ 
Guild) and the Lacemakers’ Guild.  

The clergy visit schools in the parish to take 
assemblies on a regular weekly basis. The 
Christingle Service at Christ Church is always well 
attended by the wider community, although it did 
not take place in 2020 or 2021 because of 
concerns over the Covid pandemic. 

Other community outreach initiatives include: - end 
of term and school ‘Leavers’ services; the tradition 
of hosting Christ Church School ‘Shrove Tuesday 
Activities’ in church; and class visits which are 
welcomed at Christ Church by arrangement. 

Since we reordered the building in 2009, many 
people, who might not usually go to church, have 
discovered Christ Church by coming to concerts 
and other events. We pray that in visiting this 
sacred place people from the wider community can 
experience something of the witness of our 
Christian faith. 

 

Future Opportunities: - 

● to nurture lay leadership 

● to establish focus groups for prayer, 
teaching, learning, fellowship and 
support. 

● to grow the size and age profile of the 
church community.  

 

What we can offer: - 

● support through prayer 

● a caring and welcoming congregation 

● a warm, friendly and supportive 
fellowship 

● good liturgy, joyful worship and high-
quality music  

● an exciting worship space 

● a well-used and attractively presented 
building 

● a close working relationship with St 
Mary’s, Carleton 

● a range of worship styles across the 
United Benefice 

● a willing and supportive PCC 

● established links with children and 
schools 

● an attractive town in the beautiful 
Yorkshire Dales 

● a variety of inclusive social events



Our New Incumbent 

Our congregations are praying for a Vicar to work with us who is: 

● warm and friendly with a sense of 
humour 

● pastorally minded 

● prayerful 

● energetic 

● liberal catholic minded 

● able to promote what the church has to 
offer by being a centre for excellence in 
worship, theological teaching and 
preaching  

● a good communicator 

● prepared to work collaboratively with all 
parties 

● interested, appreciative and supportive 
of music in worship and in the life of the 
church 

● able to see how the church can better 
serve the community 

● willing to engage with children and 
young families 

● eager to foster established links with 
schools 

● able to present the gospel in an 
attractive and inventive way 

● keen to nurture lay participation in the 
leadership of the church 

● able to lead outreach to the poor and 
lonely 

● strongly committed to local parish 
ministry 

● willing to focus exclusively on the 
welfare and effectiveness of the 
Benefice and its two parishes 

● able to lead the formulation of a vision 
for Covid recovery and renewal 

 

 

Our website is regularly updated and can be found here: https://www.christchurchskipton.org.uk/ 

Our page on the A Church Near You website is regularly updated with details of services and 
concerts -  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6924/  



ST MARY THE VIRGIN, CARLETON 

THE PARISH OF CARLETON IN CRAVEN 
The village setting 

 

 © OpenStreetMap contributors 



Our church site 

Clearly visible from the Skipton Road, 
St Mary’s church and its ancient graveyard 
overlooks fields and the Aire floodplain, but 
can be missed as you travel through the 
village. It stands on Carleton’s northern edge, 
adjacent to the school, and on its west side 
there is a recreation ground with a children’s 
play-area and to the north-west the site of the 
medieval village settlement. The church 
stands on a site sacred to the Christian faith 
since before 1121. It was rebuilt in 1858/9 to 
designs by Frederick Hyde Pownall of 
London, and the cost was largely met by the 
vicar Thomas Edward Morris.  The present 
building contains many features of the old 
church, including the memorial to Elizabeth 
Wilkinson, founder of the school, and an 
ancient clock mechanism. The Lych Gate was 
installed after Reverend Morris’s death in memory of him. The Church is surrounded by its old 
graveyard with tomb stones dating back to the 1600s, and there are a variety of old trees. A separate 
new graveyard was opened on the east side in the mid to late 1950s, with another extension added 
recently and now ready for use: the graveyard still being open. 

 

Inside our church 

Our neat Victorian Gothic church, was built of local 
gritstone with a steeply-pitched stone slate roof. The low 
side walls, small aisle windows with cusped heads and 
the tracery of the large east and west windows reflect 
the old English architectural style of the late 13th and 
early 14th centuries. Inside, the plain mouldings and the 
chamfers of pillars and arches contrast with naturalistic 
vegetation and heads carved by Victorian masons, 
notably under the tower and in the chancel. Twentieth-
century alterations included removal of the chancel 
screen, the introduction of beautifully-carved oak 
screens in the 1930s, and choir stalls made by the 
‘mouseman’ company, Thompson of Kilburn. Recent 
work has been the remodelling of the baptistery, 

bringing into use the 
ancient font, the careful 
introduction of a kitchen 
and toilet along with 
removal of back pews, 
new carpeting, and, 

rewiring with new lights and decorating. The result is a 
unique interior with a tranquil atmosphere, much 
appreciated by locals and visitors to Carleton. 



St Mary’s – some facts and figures 

 Since the coronavirus pandemic the number of our regular church-goers has fallen and is 
now only about twelve.  

 There are thirty-eight people on the electoral roll.  
 Average weekly giving is £5.00 per person, 70% of which is gift-aided. 
 Many in the congregation are elderly, although two families with young children come to the 

first Sunday Family Praise service and take an active part in it.  
 Our Sunday services (11.15am), have been varied in style and content, with a first Sunday 

informal Family Praise, a short ‘Bread Wine and Worship’ on the third (and fifth if appropriate), 
and more formal Parish Communion on the second and fourth Sundays. Our more formal 
services reflect our central tradition of churchmanship - the priest wears an alb and chasuble. 
Incense is used occasionally for weekday solemn Eucharist services (joint with Christ 
Church).  

 Our choir is small, about four, but for special occasions we have been able to supplement 
this with a few people from the village’s ladies and men’s choirs.  

 A small loyal congregation of about five people attends the 8am first Sunday Holy 
Communion Service, based on the Book of Common Prayer, sitting in the choir stalls.  

 Weekly “Coffee Pot” meetings are held on a Friday afternoon, where people from the village 
drop in for a drink and a chat: attendance is variable but recent attendance on occasions has 
reached double figures. This also gives us a small weekly income.  

 Representatives go to the Skipton Churches Together, we host a service during the week of 
Prayers for Christian Unity and we mark the annual Women’s World Day of Prayer.  

 The Parish is represented on the area committee for Christian Aid, for which we make 
collections in Church during Christian Aid Week.  

 During the current interregnum we have been fortunate to have local retired clergy to lead 
our worship.  

 Through a recent exercise, initiated by Bishop Helen-Ann, to consider the formation of a 
united Skipton Parish (which has been abandoned because of different opinions in the 
various PCCs) we have relationships with Holy Trinity Church in Skipton and St Augustine’s 
Church in Draughton.  

 Our working relationship with our Area Dean is good.  

 

Our village school 

Founded by Elizabeth Wilkinson, the daughter of the 
Reverend Edward Price who was vicar of Carleton from 
1638 to 1674, and endowed by her in 1709.  The original 
school building, then beside her house close to the east end 
of the Church, was rebuilt in 1769, but by 1876 was in a very 
poor state. The present building, built to replaced it in 1878, 
has been added to on a number of occasions (the latest being last year), with improved staff and 
outside facilities. Carleton Endowed CE (VA) Primary School now has 189 pupils from the village 
and surrounding area. The school has had significant problems in the last year and currently has an 
Interim Head Teacher (Susan Marshall) and is in the process of becoming an Academy School. RE 
is taught in the school according to the aims of the North Yorkshire Agreed Syllabus. This was drawn 
up by a local conference of teachers, churches and faith groups, together with the LEA. The school 
uses the Church for collective worship and for other appropriate activities. It was awarded the Gold 
Quality Mark in June 2015 and again in June 2018, to celebrate all the great work that is happening 
in RE and Collective Worship throughout the school. During our interregnum, collective worship has 
been celebrated by one of our retired clergy and our Area Dean. 



A walk round our village 

There are 17th and 18th century houses along the old drove road to Colne and along the Carleton 
Beck, a popular feature of the village and scene of the annual Duck Race. The Slingsby family built 
two cotton mills here in the middle of the 19th century and terraces of mill-workers’ cottages are a 
conspicuous feature. Large mill-owner’s houses are now apartments, and the mid-20th century saw 
the grounds of Beech Hill House built over, initially with private houses, but later with council housing 
on Dale Road. More recent housing at the western entrance to the village (Leys Close) and on the 
old mill site (Westwood), along with the conversion of the spinning mill to over 50 apartments, has 
brought new residents to the village and helped to build up a vibrant community. There is 
independent living at Spences Court (almshouses): an impressive building, constructed in the first 
decade of the 18th century at the village entrance, with 8 residents and a live-in warden.  

 

What goes on in our village 

The village is fortunate enough to have some community facilities. There is one shop and a 
pharmacy and the Swan public house; the owners and the pub landlord are all very supportive of 
village events. The Village Hall and Carleton Club are also popular social venues. Public events are 
held in the village throughout the year (although recently curtailed because of the coronavirus 
pandemic), including: Yuletide on Swan Street, the Boxing Day and Bank Holidays Big Breakfast, 
the village pantomime in February, the Duck Race, a beer festival, the Gala, Harvest Home, and 
Bonfire night. Funds are raised by volunteer members of the ‘Carleton Community Umbrella’ which 
developed from millennium events. There is a sports ground on the Skipton side of the village, where 
football and cricket teams train and play (although at present there is no cricket team). An annual 
sports events was held there until recently, when it was switched to the recreation ground near the 
Church. A village news sheet, the Carleton Courier, is delivered by a team of volunteers to every 
house in the village (and circulated by email to an optional village email list) giving events information 
and local contact information at regular intervals. There is a strong village media presence to ensure 
communication is as wide as possible. 



St Mary’s and the community 

 The annual parish Gift Day, spring and autumn coffee mornings and special events such as 
flower festivals and photographic and archive exhibitions are all well supported, and are held 
in the Church or the Village Hall. 

 The Friday afternoon ‘Coffee Pot’ welcomes everyone to refreshments and a chat in the 
Church. 

 Lifts are given to Church services, Skipton shops and hospital appointments. 
 Birthdays and special events are celebrated, and we have refreshments after most services. 
 Villagers have contributed to a number of mixed media banners for the Church, including a 

knitted poppy banner for the Centenary of the first world war; a nativity banner created during 
lockdown and an Easter banner. 

 There is a Food Bank collection point in the Church. 
 Carleton Ladies’ Choir used the Church for rehearsals until recently and we host occasional 

concerts. 
 Our strong links with the village school are reflected in end-of-term services, the Eucharistic 

and Founders Day service and the nativity play at the Christmas Carol Service. 

 

Parish employment 

Older residents still remember when the mill employed a large 
number of villagers, but since about 1990 the number first 
reduced and then in 1999 the mill closed: the main building 
being converted to apartments. There is no longer a large 
employer in the village and most people commute to Skipton, 
Leeds and beyond. There are many home-based businesses 
and employment in the outlying farms and several of the older 
members of the community actively support events in the 
village and others carry out voluntary work to help maintain and improve the village.  



Comments made to us about how to move forward include: 

 there is a need to grow our congregation; 
 that St Mary’s Church is important to our village community; 
 they want us to be there for the important life events; 
 special services, such as Sea Sunday, Remembrance Sunday and Christmas Eve Carols, 

are important events in the village; 
 there should be more work with children, young people and families with flexible, family 

friendly service times; 
 there should be close involvement with weddings and baptisms, and visits to the bereaved;  
 people should be encouraged to become part of our regular worship; 
 everyone, religious or not, should be welcomed to attend the Church; 
 the Vicar should lead us forward as we explore our faith together, using a variety of media 

and ways of worship - not just doing the same services at the same time as before in the 
same way; 

 the Vicar should be ‘out and about’ in the village, being seen and visiting some of the village 
groups, for example – the Playgroup, Knit & Knatter, Monday Club, Man’s Shed, ladies and 
men’s choirs, and visit the pub and social club; 

 the Vicar should work closely with our village school, pupils, staff and parents, providing 
support and encouraging active participation in services, e.g. family praise service; 

 St Mary’s should be seen as an equal partner in the Benefice and the links with Christ Church, 
which have been somewhat damaged during the interregnum/vacancy, must be restored; 

 there should be closer links with Holy Trinity; 
 the Church choir should be strengthened. 

 

Our new Vicar – in brief 

Our new Vicar should be someone who is 
approachable, with a warm personality. 

Someone with a vision for outreach, who can 
foster our spiritual growth within our congregation 
and help to deepen people’s faith in the wider 
community, including training for lay leadership. 

Someone who has a visible presence in the 
community- who can join in with village events. 

Someone who is able to connect with children and 
young people and who will give encouragement 
and work with them. 

Someone who is able to draw village people from 
other denominations into ecumenical services for 
those who can’t always get to Skipton, as our 
church is the only one in the village. 

Someone who is innovative, and ready to develop 
new services. 

Someone who is inclusive. 

They will have the full support from the church 
members. 


