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St. Margaret’s Parish Church 

The Parish of St. Margaret’s, Lowestoft 
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Welcome 
In the following pages, we have 
tried to give a flavour of who we 
are, where we are ‘coming from’, 
and what we think God may have in 
store for us.  You will find here 
something of the church’s 
capabilities and aspirations.  It also 
outlines the qualities of the person 
we believe we need to lead us in 
tackling our issues and achieving 
our mission; to help us develop our 
vision, unite us in our purpose and 
inspire us to take our part in God’s 
work. 

Like most churches, we face new 
challenges and the congregation 
looks forward to working with our 
new Rector.  We are praying that 
God will bring us the person of His 
choice.   

We hope that you might feel that 
you could be that person and we 
would be delighted to hear from 
you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At St. Margaret’s we are a welcoming church where 
people support each other.  All members are 
encouraged to reach out to the community through 
prayer, visible witness and practical involvement.  Our 
aim is that through this, God will be brought to his 
people and his people will be brought to God 
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Mission Statement 



 

 

We are offering:-  

 

A welcoming church family who will support the new  
Incumbent in his/her journey in faith at St. Margaret’s. 

An excellent musical tradition, and a growing choir which draws in some younger members.  

We are a mixed age congregation and cater for all ages 

 

Lay people active in various forms of ministry – 

Bereavement visiting 

Anna Chaplaincy for Older People 

Pastoral care among the congregation through KIT groups 

Commitment to the Covenant for Clergy Care and Wellbeing 

A sound Church building and Church Centre 

A strong financial position, with the Parish Share paid in full 

Open the Book going into local schools 

Collaboration with Deanery Synod in projects in the Deanery 
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We are looking for someone who will:- 

 Be a committed, collaborative team player valuing the contribution of others 

 Connect with and encourage young people, 
particularly relishing the opportunities of 
engagement with the schools in the parish 

 Be a compassionate priest able to engage with 
all ages 

 Help us share God’s love in the community 

 Have a flexible approach to worship within our broadly liberal catholic tradition 

 Have enthusiasm, a sense of humour and be a sensitive communicator 

 Maintain and treasure our musical tradition 
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The Post of Rector 



                                       The Mission Strategy for the Diocese,  
                                        in which we try to play a full part, is 

   ‘Transformed by Christ – Prayerfully – Pastorally - Prophetically’  

 

Prayerfully 

 Morning and Evening prayer said at home 

 Silent Prayer Group once a month 

 Meetings surrounded by prayer and Holy Communion 

 Bible Study Group 

 Prayer Group supporting our Anna Chaplaincy for Older People ministry 

 Bible Study Notes are available 

Pastorally 

 Kit Groups – Keep in Touch Groups for all on congregational roll 

 Magazine outreach 

 Open the Book – taking Bible stories to local schools 

 Lent reading – book borrowing scheme 

 Anna Chaplaincy for Older People 

 Marriage/Baptism preparation and follow-up 

 Bereavement visiting 

Prophetically 

 Services recorded weekly and available on YouTube 

 Pause for Thought on website 

 Sermons 

 Articles in the magazine 

 

 

To encourage people to release their gifts to 

help in God's work by exploring new ways of 

sharing our love for God in the community 
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Currently we are offering 

What God could be calling us to do 



 

 

- 

 

                       

 The parish is situated in the north of Lowestoft which is a town 

of some 70,000 people.  The Parish of St. Margaret serves 

approx. 10,000. 

 The housing is varied – 50% ‘Council’ (some now privately 

owned) – 50% owner occupier (in the main smaller rather than 

larger with a lot of terraced and bungalow accommodation). 

 The working population in Lowestoft is, by and large, involved in 

local industries (Birds Eye Foods, Hospitality, “Off-Shore” 

associated industries) plus local commerce.  Some commute to 

Norwich and surrounding towns.  

 There are several schools in the Parish (Primary, Secondary 

and Special Educational provision) as well as the East Norfolk 

Sixth Form College and East Coast College.   

 Retirement and Nursing Homes are located in the Parish 

and Hospitals are close by. 

 Broadly speaking, the Parish of St. Margaret can be 

classified as an urban parish with some ethnic minority 

groups. 

 A recent improvement to Lowestoft 
infrastructure has been the start of 
building a third crossing over Lake 
Lothing at the cost of £145 million.  This 
will relieve the pressure on the existing 
lifting Bascule bridge which causes traffic 
flow problems at peak times, and will 
attract increased investment in the town, 
particularly the exciting development of 
green energy 
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Church Groups and activities 

Bible Study 

In our Monday morning group we are led by Gerda Buckley who is a Licensed Lay Minister at St 

Margaret’s. We have an attendance of about 10 people, two of whom are from another church 

of a different tradition.  

We are open to all who have strong convictions or little or no faith; but who, like us, want to ask 

and discuss the texts in a relaxed and informal environment. We are 

not theologians or academics, but have invited other members of 

the clergy at times to enable us to understand more about a 

tradition e.g. the use of oil in the service.  

We usually agree a series, theme or gospel for study and often only 

get through 6 verses in the hour. However, we leave with food for 

thought and links to other research.  It is surprising how often the 

texts fit our situations in the world, in our Church or on a personal level at the time.  Our 

Christian message, as understood through prayer and Bible Reading, is the entrance to more 

understanding about the LOVE of GOD….but at every age and stage in our lives we have more to 

learn…. 

Silent Prayer 

This small group has been meeting for 10 years once a month and is affiliated to the Fellowship 

of Silent Prayer who send out a six-monthly list of short bible readings with a commentary for 

consideration/meditation.  

The reading is read out together with the bible passage from which it is taken, 

followed by the commentary.  A timed silence then follows, followed by the 

saying together of Night Prayer (Compline). 

During the summer months meetings are held in the Memorial Chapel which we 

all find the most helpful place to be, but during the winter months we move to 

the warmer Church Centre.   Everyone is welcome and when anyone new joins us we discuss how 

long the silence should be before we begin.  One regular attendee comes from another church, 

and everyone is welcome. 

 

Busy Fingers is what we call our craft group, meeting in one of the 

homes. ... Knitting, crocheting, sewing etc. for items to sell at 

fundraising events, the maternity units at local hospitals. At present 

members are knitting woolly hats for the Fyffe Centre for the 

Homeless. 
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Open the Book   We are a committed and passionate group of 7 members of the congregation 

who take bible stories into 2 local primary schools. Led by Tina Barnard 

we act out stories from the Old and New Testament using the Lion 

Storyteller bible during school assemblies. Wherever possible we involve 

the children in the stories rewarding them with a certificate and sticker 

for their participation. Where we are unable to go into school due to 

Covid we record our performances, upload them to the church website and provide the schools 

with a copy on memory stick to play to their classes.  

Both teachers and children enjoy our storytelling and we receive positive feedback from both 

schools. We are looking to grow this important ministry with more volunteers, more props and 

costumes and to explore different ways of bringing bible stories alive by means of puppetry and 

music. 

Music at St. Margaret’s 

Music plays an intrinsic role in enhancing and enriching the worship at St. Margaret’s and in so 

doing, glorifying God. The liturgical music for services aims to be accessible, inspiring and 

uplifting. St. Margaret’s has a strong choral tradition that stretches back to 1871. As the borough 

parish church of Lowestoft, it maintains an excellent four-part robed choir, with an unrivalled 

reputation in the town. This growing choir contains a mixture of men, women, girls and boys, 

and is affiliated to the Royal School of Church Music. 

Our Organist and Choir Director is Jonathan Williams. Jonathan is a highly experienced and 

enthusiastic professional musician, who combines his role at St. Margaret’s with teaching 

responsibilities at a local secondary school. Having 

received a cathedral musical training, Jonathan has been 

well placed to grow and further develop a flourishing 

choir.   

As a result of this work, we are now blessed to have a number of junior choristers in the choir, 

and it has been a joy to see them grow in both faith and musical ability. We greatly value the 

fantastic contribution that they make to the choir and our church family. Fun social activities like 

informal meals out after rehearsals have strengthened the bonds of friendship between them.  

To further encourage the next generation of choristers in Lowestoft, St. Margaret’s has 

established a choral scholarship scheme for aspiring young local musicians. As part of our music 

ministry and outreach, we have also created an annual schools’ singing competition, culminating 

in a concert in church. Our first such competition was due to take place in the summer of 2020, 

(but because of Covid restrictions we hope will now take place next year). There was much 

interest and excitement from local schools for this initiative to happen.   

St. Margaret’s possesses one of the finest organs in the Diocese of Norwich. In addition, the 

church is also fortunate to have a modern Yamaha grand piano (used regularly for rehearsals and 

concerts) and a Roland electric piano. 
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Music at St. Margaret’s:  Coffee Concerts 

Asked in 2018 if we would host some concerts during English Heritage Open 

Days and delighted with the response we got, later that year we hosted our 

first Coffee Concert.  Held in the church on the fourth Friday of each month 

1.15-2.00 p.m., refreshments are served before and after the recital, with an 

audience of between 35 and 60+ people attending.   

The format seems to be popular and we 

are grateful to have a steady stream of 

amateur and professional performers 

coming from nearby and far away, all willing to perform for 

free.  Help and contacts through Vetta Wise, a singing 

teacher, has made planning the concerts great fun rather 

than a chore, and we are fortunate to have a splendid organ 

and an equally high standard grand piano in the church.   

In 2019 we invited Castleton Brass Band to come and give a 

Saturday evening recital with supper provided, and this was a 

great success, the church being nearly full.  We are hoping to have 

them back once things have settled down after the pandemic.  

 

Mothers’ Union 

Our Mothers’ Union group meets once a month in the Church Centre and we have close links with 

other branches in our immediate area.  We always continue to support members who are no 

longer able to attend meetings.  

Much of our work focuses on fundraising for the various 

projects with which we are involved, which include the “Away 

From it All” holidays, which offer a week’s break for families in 

need at a Holiday Park a few miles north of Lowestoft and also 

for the purchase of household items for the resettlement of 

refugees from Afghanistan and Syria.  We buy Christmas 

presents for the children of prisoners at a prison within our Diocese, and donate money to the 

church for the purchase of Baptismal Bibles.  

Action combined with prayer is very much the basis of our work and once a year our branch leads 

the midday Prayers at a Chapel in Norwich Cathedral. 
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Magazine:  "THE SPIRE". .. Our popular 'in Church' produced magazine 

containing Viewpoints, diary notes, contacts, forthcoming events, news 

items, information , quizzes etc. 

 

The Church Website and Facebook are great resources and brilliant 

platforms for outreach for St. Margaret’s Church. They are carefully 

maintained and updated on a regular basis to display and advertise 

the latest information about church life, services and upcoming 

events.  We have recently redesigned our website to be more 

appealing, eye-catching and easier to navigate.  

The website also acts as a hub where, with just one click, people can easily access the ‘live 

streamed’ Sunday morning Eucharist Services broadcast over YouTube. We have also started 

utilising Facebook (which is linked to our website homepage) to advertise upcoming and 

broadcast services, helping to reach even more people than just traditional websites allow.  

This has proven to be an invaluable tool during these unprecedented times, allowing people who 

are shielding the facility to feel connected, spiritually fed and upheld throughout the Covid-19 

pandemic.   

We feel the St. Margaret’s website and Facebook are vital assets for us as a church, allowing us to 

connect easily with current members of the congregation, as well as engaging with potential new 

parishioners and with the wider community - a superb form of outreach!  

Anna Chaplaincy for older people 

Starting in January 2021, despite lockdown, one church member has been 

visiting a local Residential Home as an Anna Chaplain for Older People 

every week to chat with any resident wishing to do so.  

Commissioned in April, she also began in May visiting a retirement 

complex for older people opposite the church, by then able to visit people in their own 

bungalows.  She was joined by another church member in July who was commissioned as Anna 

Friend in February this year, supporting the Chaplain. This venture is part of St. Margaret’s 

outreach in the community and seems to be much appreciated by the residents.   

Starting in March, the work has been extended with a Friday Fun and Fellowship session in the 

retirement complex once a month. 16 people came and enjoyed games, crafts, cake and chat.   

From the beginning support has been provided by members of a Prayer Group who receive a 

weekly update requesting prayers for both the people visiting and the residents they see, a vital 

part of the entire project.   

    Page 12                                                                                                             St. Margaret’s, Lowestoft 



The National Ride and Stride 

Although St. Margaret’s Church is in the Norwich Diocese it is a Suffolk 

Church and as such, in 1982, were invited to take part in a new              

fund-raising venture called ‘The Bike Ride’ organised by the Suffolk Historic 

Churches Trust (SHCT). It now includes walkers in the format as cycling in 

towns was seen to be hazardous and the name was changed to The Ride and Stride.                     

St. Margaret’s has taken part every year since the concept & since then has received many grants 

to maintain the building. 

Lowestoft Food Bank - part of the Trussell Trust 

The Trussell Trust supports communities and churches opening food banks across the UK. 

Lowestoft is part of a network of 428 food banks working to tackle food poverty and hunger, and 

as a church we are committed to the fight against poverty, homelessness and hunger in our local 

area and across the UK. 

Here in Lowestoft we have two food bank locations, with collection points in all the major 

supermarkets and local churches.  Vouchers are issued and then exchanged for an emergency 

food box to meet the needs of the individual. A food box provides sufficient nutrition for at least 

3 days’ worth of healthy balanced meals plus non-food items such as toiletries and hygiene 

products.   

Members of the congregation bring donations each week, a local 

corner shop is now contributing with donations of bags of food, and 

they are all dropped off at the Bevan Street food bank.  We on 

average collect 4-5 large bags of donated food a week which is 

gratefully received by the volunteers.   

 

Social and Fundraising Committee 

Other than a Gift Day Fair last autumn, because of the pandemic events have not been able to be 

held, but usually activities such as Beatle Drives/Pancakes, Afternoon teas, 

Lunches, Quizzes, and Carols/seasonal refreshments are much enjoyed by 

church members and others.  Plans for Jubilee celebrations are being 

investigated. 
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KIT Groups (Keep in Touch Groups) 

KIT Groups have been running for the past 18 months.  They were started as a Pastoral Care 

Scheme for the Church based on a suggestion from one of our Congregation.  Each Group 

contains 6 – 8 members of the Church.  It is intended that members of each KIT Group find ways 

of looking out for each other.  It is a matter of - 

 being sensitive to the current needs of the others and 
responding appropriately 

 noticing if someone is absent from Church for more than a 
couple of weeks – could they be ill?  

 finding ways of getting to know each other better and offer 
mutual care and encouragement. 

 And – most important – praying for each other regularly  

There is deliberately no leader appointed in each group because it is hoped that the care will be 

mutual with everyone in the group being involved. After nearly 2 years, obviously some groups 

are running more smoothly than others, and one or two extremely well.  However, it is hoped 

that, as time goes by, all will discover that the scheme works best when everyone takes part.  

There are already signs that groups are becoming effective in the Pastoral life of the Church.   

   
Bereavement visiting   

For many years, there has been a group of lay people from the Church who – along with the 

Clergy – have undertaken to care for families who have recently been bereaved.  Each family has 

been contacted and visited by one of the group, who also takes along a copy of The Spire – our 

Parish magazine. The visitor has also told the family about the Memorial Service which takes 

place each autumn and tells them that they will receive an invitation to the Service at a later 

date.  

In more recent years, we have given an open invitation to bereaved 

families to join us on the first Friday of each month for a cup of tea/coffee 

and biscuits.  These afternoons have been very informal but give them an 

opportunity to meet us and each other.  On a few occasions it has  

provided encouragement and support to someone grieving who is finding 

it hard to leave the security of their own home.  

Recently, the restrictions of Covid have meant that relatives of the deceased have been reluctant 

to come out and in the winter of 2021-22 these afternoons have not been attended. Our team 

has discussed other ways as well as occasional phone calls to give our support.  It has been 

suggested that we might send bereaved families a “Thinking of you” card on the first anniversary 

of their loved one's funeral.  We are still keeping an open mind about trying the afternoon tea 

during the summer months. At present, our thoughts about our future role will continue to be 

under discussion. 
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Clergy Care and Wellbeing 

We will support our clergy in following Diocesan guidelines, noting the following: 

• Recognising the pattern for time off, including at least one day off per week, an additional 

day off each month (ensuring a regular pattern of two consecutive days), six weeks 
holiday per year (including six Sundays), and public holidays as appropriate to context. 

• respecting clergy days off 

• providing a warm, well-furnished room for church meetings 

• ensuring working expenses are paid in full 

• providing travel expenses for an annual retreat and regular retreat / prayer days 

• co-operating to ensure that reasonable health & safety guidelines in terms of working 

practices are followed and appropriate provision made. 

• agree and support a process for what happens when the clergy person is sick   

• so that we can work well together, the PCC have agreed the following set of ground rules 

which help to facilitate trust, honesty, and accountability in all we do. 

a. We will take turns to speak and turns to speak first. 

b. All questions and contributions are made through the Chair who will ensure we are all 
heard. 

c. Discussions at PCC are confidential. 

d. Decisions and minutes belong to the whole church who are updated on a regular 
basis 

e. If we disagree with something then we have a responsibility to say so and say why, 
clearly and respectfully. 

f. We are here to represent the views of our church family, not just our own 

g. Decisions are those taken by a PCC majority 

• affirming and appreciating the work undertaken by all clergy and church members 

• support its ministers by offering to relieve them of tasks that can be done by others  

• ensure that the well-being and needs of the members of minister’s households are fully 

respected and considered in church decisions.  

We accept the need to ensure that a new Rector will actually 

 take six Sundays off a year 

· take one day a week 

· have regular holiday entitlement 

· have the opportunity for a time of retreat 

and that the whole congregation is made aware of the need to enable all of the above to happen 
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   (With average attendance)                                                                                                                                                                         

Sundays 

10.00 a.m.  Parish Communion – Common Worship (35) 

  6.00 p.m. Evening worship – Choral Evensong, Informal Communion, 
 Sung Evensong BCP (15) 

Weekday services 
Fridays   12.00 Iona-based Communion with incense           (10-15)  

Daily Prayers 8.30 a.m.   Said at home 

                               4.30 p.m    Said at home 

Saints’ Days          8.30 a.m.   Holy Communion  

Occasional Offices – (low because of Covid closures) and special services 

Approx.   6  Weddings  
Approx.   8 Blessings   1 Baptism 

Approx.   29  Funerals   

St. George’s Day Parade 

Graduation Services 

Parish Staff 

The Parish is staffed by The Incumbent 

An NSM (retired but active) and 1 Licensed Lay Minister (retired but active) 

4 Authorised Worship Assistants  

A Parish Administrator is employed for two mornings a week 

A Verger is employed for 16 hours a week 

A cleaner/caretaker is employed for 16 hours a week 

Lay Involvement  in St. Margaret’s is very much encouraged.  At present we have:-                                                         

 a member of the congregation who has been put forward by the PCC for selection for lay 
ministry training  

 a Bereavement Visiting Team 

 Communion taken to Broadlands Residential Home once a month 

 a group of people who read lessons and lead intercessions in worship 

 a Bible Study Group which meets weekly 

 a Silent Prayer Group 

 a well-established choral tradition with a regular choir  

 a ring of eight bells  
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Patterns of Worship 
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The ecclesiastical tradition of St Margaret's is a flexible approach to worship 

within our broadly liberal catholic tradition.  Vestments are worn and the 

Sacrament is reserved for Communion to be taken to the housebound.  Incense is 

used on special occasions 

 

The Electoral Roll at St Margaret’s is 64 

Baptism/Christening Policy 

Our policy at St Margaret’s when a request for Christening/Baptism is received is for a member of 

the Clergy (usually the Rector) to visit the family as soon as possible to ascertain more of their 

wishes. 

Our experience has been that in many circumstances families prefer to have a Thanksgiving 

Service for the gift of the child. In this Separate Service (which normally takes place after our 

main Sunday Eucharist has concluded) we: 

· Celebrate the birth of the child. 

· Enable parents to thank God for the child. 

· Publicly acknowledge the name given to the child. 

· Pray for God’s blessing on the child. 

· Pray for the parents and for their lives as a family. 

If, however, the decision is made to have a full Baptism this usually takes place within our normal 
sung Eucharist on a Sunday. 

         

Despite recessionary pressures the finances of St Margaret’s are on 

a sound footing.  It is with some pride that we are able to confirm 

that the substantial Parish Share has been paid in full for many 

years; also the accounts show that there are no financial liabilities 

outstanding. The most recent quinquennial inspection 

congratulated the PCC on keeping our beautiful church building in 

such sound order and it is with the assistance of the Lowestoft Charity Board that we are 

able to instigate a programme of routine maintenance to ensure that the fabric remains in 

good condition. 

    St. Margaret’s, Lowestoft                                                                                                                Page 17 

St. Margaret’s Church 

Finance 
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The Church Centre 

 

 

 

is situated adjacent to the Church. It was built in the 1960's and is an excellent facility in 
very good order, containing a Large Hall, Small Hall, Lounge, Kitchen and Office.   It has 
been upgraded with the help of Lottery funding over several years and is used extensively 
by community groups as well as by the Church. 



 

 

 

The Rectory is located within the boundaries of the 

Church land and is a 

modern house of very 

high specification built 

in 1995.  It has a study 

with an office area, a 

toilet with facilities for the disabled (all separated from 

the main body of the house by a glazed door and screen).  

 

 

 

 

The living accommodation includes a large lounge, dining room, a well-equipped         

dining-kitchen and utility room on the ground floor.  

Upstairs there are 4 double bedrooms (with built-in 

wardrobes) and two bathrooms. The house is 

extremely well insulated with an energy-efficient        

gas-fired heating system.  

 

There is a detached double garage and a good-sized 

fenced garden with some mature trees, lawn and 

flowerbeds. 

 

 

The Rectory 
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