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The Benefice of Holy Trinity 

Ward End with Bordesley Green 

 

The Benefice of Holy Trinity Ward End with Bordesley Green was created when the parish of 

Christ Church Burney Lane and St Margaret’s Church Ward End, and the parish St Paul’s 

Bordesley Green were brought together in a combined benefice in 2007.  We are one 

benefice, two parishes, three churches. Both parishes have their own PCC’s within the same 

Joint Benefice. This means that both people and ordained ministers need to work 

relationally and collaboratively in their mission and ministry.  

Our hope is that a new incumbent will bring gifts to help this relationship flourish further. 

Key to the churches collaborating is the collaboration of the leadership and ministers. The 

vicar of Christ Church and St Margaret’s parish is the incumbent of the benefice and as such 

holds all rights and responsibilities relevant to that office. The Associate Priest, serves St 

Paul’s under Common Tenure and as such is of incumbent status, with responsibility for St 

Paul’s. Revd Susan Barter the current holder of that post, is a key colleague for the new 

Vicar and working in good relational collaboration will be important for everyone that all 

might flourish. 

The primary focus of this profile will be on the parish of Christ Church, Ward End with St 

Margaret’s Church as Revd Susan Barter will remain in post at St Paul’s, Bordesley Green 

following this appointment.  

The three churches are distinctly different and minister in a variety of ways to the 

communities that they are situated in. As we look to the future we are excited to explore 

how God wants to lead us as individual churches and as a benefice in new ways of being and 

working together to share the Good News of God’s love, grace and mercy. 

 

 Christ Church  
 
Burney Lane  
Ward End  
Birmingham  
B8 2AS 
 
0121 783 6999 

St Margaret's Church 

 

St Margaret’s Road 

Ward End 

Birmingham  

B8 2BA 

0121 783 6999 
 

St Paul’s Church  
 
Belchers Lane,  
Bordesley Green  
Birmingham 
B9 5XS 
 
0121 684 0475  
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So where have we come from as a benefice?  

 

Christian worship has been held at St 

Margaret’s Church since 1516 with the 

current building being constructed in 1834.   

                                                              

 

St Paul’s Church   

 

In 1913 St Paul’s was a church plant from St 

Margaret’s with a new Church building being 

dedicated in 1969 and refurbished to form a 

conference facility and offices in 1999. The old 

church building was refurbished in 1993 and 

now operates as a children’s day nursery.  

 

                         Christ Church 

 

 

In 1935, St Margaret’s was instrumental in 

the birth of a daughter church, Christ Church, 

which became independent in 1966.  

      

  

      

                St Margaret’s Church 

 

St Margaret’s fell into disrepair and closed its 

doors in 2005. In 2010 a consortium of several 

groups including Christ Church, formed St 

Margaret’s Community Trust to raise the 

resources needed to refurbish the building. After 

major renovation it was transformed into a 

multi-purpose Community Hubb and was 

rededicated in the autumn of 2014 and 

celebrated its 500th birthday in 2016.  
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Vision for Christ Church –                                                                                                                                

 “To love the Lord our God and share his love as Jesus leads” 

Transforming Church – shaping the future  
“Since 2009, Transforming Church has been shaping our vision across the Church of England in 

Birmingham, guiding us to be a church that is growing “larger, wider, deeper and younger”- a Church 

that is a transforming presence at the heart of our communities.” (Bishop David and Bishop Anne) 

Churches were invited to look at seven areas: Transforming Worship, Transforming 

Relationships, Transforming Discipleship, Transforming Leadership, Transforming Presence, 

Transforming Outreach and Transforming Partnerships. (WWW.COFEBIRMINGHAM.COM) 
 

At Christ church we decided to focus on three areas during the vacancy. 
 

Transforming Worship- Our aim is to create a space where we are drawn into the presence 

of God by prioritising worshipping the Lord and drawing closer to the presence of God 

ensuring we offer a variety of styles and expressions of worship to enable all to come and 

worship. This will include 5th Sunday 10.30 services that are benefice wide and jointly led by 

people from the different churches within the benefice.  

  

Transforming Relationships- Our hope is that 

people will find healing, encouragement, and 

challenge through our life together by 

developing closer relationships within the 

individual churches and across the benefice to 

bless, encourage and support one another. 

We aim to do this through our time together 

at church, in house groups and in involvement 

in missional activities during the week.        

 

 

Transforming Presence and Partnerships - We will seek new opportunities to live out 

God's love in our communities and the wider world by exploring ways of working with 

others to connect with and minister to those in our community. Connections already exist 

with St Margaret's Trust, and Interserve which could be developed further and previous 

connections with Washwood Heath Academy which could be rekindled. This will be in 

addition to supporting and encouraging the ministries we are currently involved in: ABC, 

Over 60's lunch club, knit and natter, food bank, missionary giving etc. 

http://www.cofebirmingham.com/
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Vision for St Margaret’s Church 

“Jesus! Healing our hearts. Hope for our city”.          

                                                                                           
Our hope is to create a vibrant and locally based worshipping community of all ages and 

ethnic backgrounds. Some of those attending have lived in the local area all their lives, 

others have moved into the area more recently.  

We aim to join God in the work He is already doing and believe that connecting with God’s 

word changes lives so encourage those coming to really engage with the Bible. We believe 

caring for people is close to God’s heart and we encourage generosity and sharing.  

We hope and believe that those who are coming regularly to St Margaret’s from within the 

neighbourhood will become our future leaders, and bit by bit we won’t need to depend on 

help from Christ Church members to the same extent. Regulars have started to play an 

active role in leading the service or help in hosting. Our vision over time is to increase 

members level of participation and extent of roles.  

We have a beautiful and functional building with a mixture of historically important 

windows and features, and modern audio- visual equipment. There is a good and growing 

partnership with the Centre Manager, Rashta Butt who has developed a variety of 

programmes to strengthen cross cultural understanding in the community.   
                          

Christ Church and St Margaret’s Church -Location 
 

Christ Church and St Margaret’s church are 

both situated in Ward End a mixed inner urban 

area, with some council housing amongst 

terraced and semi-detached housing. There are 

a few blocks of flats in the area. The area is 

rated high on the scales of social deprivation.  

In 2011 the population was 17,700 with 

approximately 60% Asian, 24% British and 10% 

African and Caribbean. Since then there has 

been an increase in Polish, Romanian and other 

Eastern European migrants moving into the 

area. 

A third of the population are under 16. There are 4 infant and primary schools in the area 

and Washwood Heath Academy (ages 11-18) who are due to open a primary school on their 

site.  Birmingham also hosts many places of higher education including several universities.    
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There is a small shopping area close by and many local shops along the local main roads. 

Heartlands Hospital which is a district general hospital and has an A&E department is very 

close to St Paul’s Church.  

Birmingham is a vibrant multi-cultural city with beautiful places to see and visit. From the 

historic back to back houses to the Symphony Hall, theatres to canals, quiet parks to the Bull 

Ring Shopping Centre and food from around the world. The centre of Birmingham is only a 

short distance away. 

Christ Church worship style and congregation 
 

Christ Church is a member of the Evangelical Alliance and has links with New Wine. We have 

a 30-year history of ministering in the power of the Holy Spirit inspired by the ministry of 

John Wimber. Our focus is on worshipping the Lord and coming into his presence. As part of 

this we spend time in most of our services on making space to listen to God in anticipation 

that He will speak. We aim to create space for the sensitive use of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

We give opportunity for prayer ministry or anointing with oil on a regular basis.  

 

The 9 o’clock said communion services have a 

mixture of traditional and modern service 

forms. They are held in the chancel which 

offers a more intimate and reflective 

atmosphere. There is a faithful congregation 

of 8 -10 people with between 5-10 being 

present at the same time.  

 

At the main 10.30 services, we enjoy a mix of traditional hymns and modern worship usually 

selected by the worship leader for the service. We have a good pipe organ, and use piano, 

guitar, and other instruments when possible. Regular members of the congregation and ex 

members come back to church to support us with playing instruments and we have a small 

group of people who lead vocals. Occasionally we need to rely on You tube, CD’s or singing 

unaccompanied. We enjoy a variety of styles and expressions of worship including worship 

dance. We use Easy Worship software on the laptop and overhead screen for this service.   

Over the years the evening service has been used in a variety of ways and is currently an 

informal prayer meeting.   

We have a sound desk, computer and projector, microphones, hearing loop, large print 

copies of services and song books. We try to facilitate engagement in services by all those 

present.  

Clergy wear robes for Communion, Baptisms, weddings.   
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St Margaret’s Worship Style and Congregation 
 

Monthly Communion Service 

There is a small congregation of 8-10 

people who regularly attend Holy 

Communion services at St Margaret’s 

which are held on the first Sunday of 

the month and are led by the vicar. This 

is mainly a mixture of the remnant of 

those who attended the church before 

it was renovated, and those who 

attend Christ Church 9am services.   

 

Café Church  

When Café Church was originally launched in 2014 it was led by a small group which 

included the vicar; Jane Grimshaw (lay member from Christ Church who leads All Age 

Worship); and Stu and Hilary Lynch, (two American missionaries working with Reach Global). 

There were a core group of 12 -14 Christ Church members supporting. There are now 6-8 

regular attenders from the local community, most of whom were previously unchurched, 

though familiar with Christianity. There are usually around 20-24 people attending Café 

Church.  

 

Most of the core participants are retired, with a number dealing with physical ailments or 

ailing parents. As for our regular attenders from the community, there is a single mom with 

two boys, and the rest are either retired, have older children, or don’t have any children 

attending on a regular basis. A number of café church members are considering Baptism or 

Confirmation possibly in the Autumn of 2018. 
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Special services at both churches  
Baptisms have been included as part of the Service of the Word on the third Sunday of the 

month at Christ Church and part of Café Church at St Margaret’s. In May 2018 we 

celebrated 2 adult and a child Baptism as part of our communion service. The adults will be 

Confirmed in June 2018.  Weddings and funerals are arranged in agreement with the vicar 

and families concerned.  
 

At Christ Church a carol service is held 

the weekend before Christmas and a 

crib service is held on Christmas eve 

afternoon. A Christingle service is 

usually held during the Advent or 

Christmas season.  
 

At Easter, the local group of churches 

have a shared Walk of Witness through 

the area with reflections and prayers at 

each church and a joint service at one 

of the churches at the end of the walk, 

followed by tea and hot cross buns. This year the service was held at Christ Church with 

several local churches in attendance and participating in the service.  

An annual Remembrance Day Service is held alternately at Christ Church and St Margaret’s 

Church. 

A Memorial service is held in a morning service in the autumn and those who are bereaved 

are invited to attend.  

Celebrations over the last few years  
Baptisms  

Christ Church   2013  2 2014  2 2016 4 2018 3 
St Margaret’s   2012 1 2015 2 
 

Confirmations  

Christ Church   2012  1 2013  1 2015 3 2018  2 (June) 
St Margaret’s   2017 1 
 
Weddings   
  
Christ Church  2014 1 2015 1 2016  1 2018 1 
St Margaret’s  2015 2 
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Christ Church and St Margaret’s Church Services   

1st Sunday of the month 

• 9am  Said Holy Communion – at St Margaret’s Church 

• 10.30  All age service – Christ Church 

• 6pm  Prayer meeting – Christ Church 

2nd Sunday of the month  

• 9am  Said Holy Communion – order 2 traditional - Christ Church 

• 10.30  Holy Communion - prayer ministry available Christ Church 

• 6 pm  Prayer meeting – Christ Church  

3rd Sunday of the month 

•   9am  Said Holy Communion– order 1 -with anointing with oil -Christ Church 

• 10.30    Service of the Word – anointing with oil -Christ Church  

• 3.30  Café Church – St Margaret’s Church 

4th Sunday of the month 

• 9am  Said Holy Communion –order 1 -Christ Church  

• 10.30  Holy Communion- with prayer ministry available - Christ Church 

• 6pm  Prayer Meeting – Christ Church  

5th Sunday of the month  

• 9am  Said Holy communion – Christ Church  

• 10.30  Benefice service – alternating churches  

• 6pm  Prayer meeting – Christ Church 

Thursdays –Over 60’s midweek communion is being led by the Lay Reader during the 

vacancy but is usually led by the vicar.  

At the end of 2016 there was an average weekly attendance, of 53 adults and 5 under 16’s. 

Most of the congregation are from outside the parish. 

Number on Electoral Roll 
• 2013  75  (30 residents and 45 non-residents) 

• 2014 81  (34 residents and 47 non-residents) 

• 2015 80  (29 residents and 51 non- residents) 

• 2016 77  (29 residents and 48 non- residents) 

• 2017 70 (29 residents and 41 non- residents)  

• 2018 62 (27 residents and 35 non-residents) 

Many of the younger members of Christ Church have moved away to go to university or to 

live elsewhere and we now have an ageing congregation with a few families who attend on 

an irregular basis. The congregation are family orientated and are eager to welcome new 

members of all ages.  
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Christ Church and St Margaret’s -The Team 
As well as the vicar, we have been fortunate to have had several curates, male and female, 

over the years, with the most recent curate moving to work at Birmingham Cathedral in 

January 2017. We have also previously benefited from hosting Operation Mobilisation (OM) 

teams, a Finish Lutheran Minister and others to work alongside us in outreach work. We 

applied for a Mission Apprentice in Spring 2018 and although unsuccessful on this occasion 

are hoping to explore other options.                                                                                                                                                                          

Christ Church – Paid Staff  

• Over 60’s lunch club community worker –  Wendy Hollis  

• Over 60’s cook – Sandra Woodall 

• ABC (Adults Babies and Children)– Maxine Wood  

• Administrator- Iwona Coulson  

• Cleaner- Liz Taylor 

Christ Church – Lay involvement 
 

Church Wardens –Wendy Hollis and Keith Grimshaw 

We have a PCC of 13 people that covers Christ Church and St 

Margaret’s Church, including 2 Deanery Synod reps. There 

are two sub groups for buildings and fabrics, and finance. 

We also have other lay members who lead and speak at 

services, Jane Grimshaw, Maureen 

Groom and Jayne Grunnill.  

 

Susan Partridge, our Lay 

Reader, is a very active 

member of the leadership 

team and as part of her role, 

preaches, leads services and 

administers home 

Communion.  

            

Susan Partridge                                                                        

Café church and the outreach based at St Margaret’s is led 

by Stu and Hilary Lynch, two American missionaries working 

with Reach Global, and is currently supported by Jane 

Grimshaw (Lay Chair). There are team meetings held termly   

for training and planning.  

Stu and Hilary Lynch 
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Teams with specific areas of responsibility at Christ Church.  
Pastoral Team – We have a commissioned pastoral team and a prayer ministry team. These 

are led by Jackie Clark who arranges team meetings and has some support from the diocese.   

Worship Team – We have a team of worship leaders who select and lead songs for services, 

as well as musicians, singers and laptop operators and Audio-Visual support team.    

All Age Worship -  There are a small number of lay members with different levels of 

experience who plan and lead the All Age services. Different members of the congregation 

are involved in readings, prayers, and interactive parts of the service. This is an area that 

could be developed further.  

Kings Kids team-  Leaders are available on most Sundays at the main 10.30 when children 

are present, whilst adults have their own teaching. Parents are asked to accompany any 

very young children.  There has been a decline in numbers over recent years and 

opportunities to develop this further would be welcomed. 

Rota- There is a rota for duties and activities for Sunday Services  

Christ Church activities and groups  

ABC- Adults, Babies and Children  

ABC is open on Wednesdays with a morning session 10.30- 12.00 and afternoon 1.00 - 2.45. 

Moms, dads and carers attending both groups currently with about 8 children to each 

session and is beginning to grow again. Each week there is a craft activity for the children 

and adults to do. The ABC group is a very positive and happy group.   

Over 60’s lunch club The Over 60’s Club has 

been running for at least 43 years with Wendy 

Hollis leading it for the past 15 years. There 

are currently 5 volunteers as well as a cook.  

The club takes place on Thursdays in the 

Community Centre offering a hot lunch and 

social activities. Trips out for meals are also 

arranged.  

Numbers fluctuate over time having dips in 

numbers and then building up again.   

Knit and Natter 
This group is held on a Tuesday afternoon from 1.30. It began after an open day at church 

when two ladies suggested it would be an idea to have an informal group who could 

socialise at the same time as knitting. There are 6 regular attenders with the hope the 

numbers will grow.  
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House groups 

There are two house groups run at different times during the week on a fortnightly basis.  

These house groups meet for Bible study and prayer.  One has a focus on missionary giving 

and they recommend charities and organisations to the PCC for our church’s tithe offering. 

These have included: Barnabas Trust, Wheels for the World, Birmingham City Mission, Torch 

Trust, Mission Aviation Fellowship and Malawi. The other house group has a focus on 

welcoming. 

St Margaret’s- activities  

Bible Chat’s and Growing Deeper groups  

Bible Chat is currently held every Wednesday 

morning in Cooper’s Store, around the corner 

from St Margaret’s. It is based on the Discovery 

Bible Study method, we aim to keep this informal 

time interacting with scripture simple and 

reproducible so that the people engage with 

God’s Word, they are also learning how they 

might lead such a study. The shopkeepers are 

regular members of Café Church and often invite 

others. There are typically 4-5 people attending 

Bible Chat, though sometimes there are as many as 8. Regular attenders are acknowledging 

God’s hand at work in their lives and it is exciting to see how God is working. There are now 

also Growing Deeper groups; one for the men and one for the women to allow time and 

space to go deeper with God. A future CAP debt course is being explored for the autumn. 

Christ Church and St Margaret’s – working with others 
St Margaret’s Community Trust  

St Margaret’s Church is now the home of the Unity Hubb 

(“Hubb” means love in Arabic) and is managed by St 

Margaret’s Community Trust which was formed for the 

refurbishment, redevelopment and extension of the old St 

Margaret’s Church to create a multi-purpose community 

centre. The primary purpose of the trust is to provide care   

and support to the people living in Ward End.  

The Community Hubb makes the building available to hire for 

conferences, seminars, training sessions or other events during the 

Monday to Saturday. These have included Health Exchange clinics, MP 

surgery, Heritage Lottery Fund meetings and healthcare training.  

The St Margaret’s Community Trust is also used for community 

activities. School visits are carried out by Thornton Primary School and 
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Sladefield Infant School. School packages have been developed to cover 

part of the curriculum and is carried out by Rashta Butt.  

Women in Conversation is another example of a local initiative to bring 

local women from very different backgrounds to come together to 

explore questions of life experience and identity together. This has led to 

friendships being built. It also led to an opportunity to share different 

beliefs and understanding at a Peace Conference at a local Mosque. 

Hilary Lynch was an invited to speak from a Christian perspective.   

On the Trust Board there are 2 Diocesan nominees, the Vicar of Christ 

Church and St Margaret’s Church and 3 representatives from the PCC, 

and elected members of the local community.  

During the vacancy Jane Grimshaw, the Lay Chair of the PCC and David Thomas, Treasurer of 

the PCC and on the Trust Board, have met on a regular basis with Rashta Butt and Jo Bagby, 

Project Support for Community Regeneration, and the Diocesan nominated trustee. These 

meetings have been used to build deeper relationships across the two organisations and to 

explore future opportunities of joint working. Jane Grimshaw has now begun to attend 

Board Meetings to continue this deepening of the relationship. 

It is unusual for a Community Trust to be positioned in a Christian place of worship in a 

multicultural setting with a predominately Muslim community. There is a desire from the 

Trust Board to work side by side with the vicar and church to bring something special to the 

neighbourhood and community. There are opportunities for distinct and joint working. This 

is an area of great potential for the future bringing a mixture of opportunities and 

challenges. 

Food Bank –  
Aston and Nechells foodbank was founded by local churches and groups working together 

to stop hunger in our local areas of Aston, Nechells and Ward End. These areas are some of 

the highest places of deprivation and unemployment in the area.  

Aston and Nechells foodbank was set up in 2011 and work under the covering of the charity 

“The Trussell Trust” who give guidance, support and training to all foodbanks. Christ Church 

in partnership with the Ward End Elim Pentecostal church opened their door on November 

5th, 2014. This was after a year of meeting together. Praying and having training from the 

Trussell Trust and members of the already established Aston Nechells’ foodbank. They are 

based at St Margaret’s Unity Hub and are open every week between 1-3pm. The food is 

kept in the garage at the Pentecostal Church just across the road. Which is supplied from 

the main warehouse in Erdington.  

All our food is donated by local churches, schools, organisation and supermarket collections, 

and local people. All the staff are voluntary and come from all backgrounds. Some of the 

people initially start as clients and come back as volunteers. Many people have been helped 

and are from every type of ethnic mix and walks of life. The aim is to care and show the love 

of Jesus to all.  
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Outreach on the streets  

Christ Church and other local churches have previously been involved in Healing on the 

Streets on the first Saturday of the month at the Fox and Goose shopping centre, Ward End 

from 10-12am. This has been an opportunity to engage with the community and to pray for 

individual’s needs.  This was suspended in autumn due to low numbers, and new outreach 

opportunities are restarting with a few Rock Group of Churches. 

Interserve 
Interserve has recently acquired the property of St John’s Convent in the local area and are 

ministering and engaging in the local community. This will hopefully bring exciting new 

opportunities of collaborative working. A member of the church is already actively involved 

in ministering at St John’s with Interserve. 

Sisters of St John’s  
The Sisters of St John’s who have moved from St John’s Convent to a new home in Marston 

Green have a long standing close relationship with Christ Church and is the place where our 

vision days for the leadership team are held.  

Previous Church Users  
In the past we have hosted both an Indian Church and a Romanian Church on a regular basis 

for their communal worship.  

Schools and connections with children and young people 
Over the years our previous vicar has been involved in the governing bodies of local schools. 

He has also been invited into Washwood Heath Academy to share about Christian festivals 

as part of their Religious Education in assemblies. Pupils have also come to the church as 

part of their education into religious places of worship. Christ Church has held an open day 

when the local community were encouraged to come in and explore topics at various focal 

points around the church. A number of young people came in throughout the day.  At Easter 

we received a request from a local Mosque for several children to visit St Margaret’s Church 

to explore the Christian meaning of Easter.  

Christ Church Regular Community Centre Users 

Christian Music Ministries (CMM) Choir – 
CMM choir was formed in 1995 to perform the works of Roger Jones. The choir is made up 
from members from Birmingham and all around the West Midlands. They are from all types 
of denominations and traditions in the Christian church. There are between 60-80 members 
in the full choir. The choir meet on Tuesday evening and perform 2-3 works per year all over 
the Midlands and a few further away.  
They are not just a choir but a worshipping community. They pray together, have weekly 
teaching and wait upon the Lord together. They laugh, cry, rejoice, and console each other 
with Christ at the centre. 
 

Beaufort Special Needs Group-  
This meets on a regular basis for those with special needs and their family and carers.  
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Railway Club- 
The Railway Correspondence and Travel Society (West Midlands Branch) meet on the first 

Monday of the month between September and April inclusive between 2-4pm. They have 

slides or films about all aspects of railways at home or abroad.  

Brownies –  
Sadly the 54th Brownies which have met at Christ Church for over 30 years has recently 
decided to close.  The Brownies were open to girls age 7 to 11, and met Monday evening's 
6-15 till 7-30 term time. It would be wonderful if this could be restarted when numbers 
could make it viable. 

Christ Church and St Margaret’s – Finances  
 
The following is an extract from the Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council for the 
year ended 31 December 2016. 

Financial Review 

The planned giving through envelopes and banker’s order increased by £3,413 whilst the 
total income, including tax recovered and legacies, increased by £16,086. 
The former St. Margaret’s Ward End accounts are incorporated within those of Christ 
Church Ward End. 
Total receipts of ordinary unrestricted funds were £81,135. 
£72,914 was spent of unrestricted funds to provide the Christian ministry from Christ 
Church, including the contribution to the diocesan parish share. 
The net result for the year was an excess of income over expenditure of £8,221. After 
adding bank deposit balances brought forward at the beginning of the year the balance 
carried forward at 31 December for unrestricted funds totalled £31,907, an increase of 
£8,221. 

Reserves Policy 
It is PCC policy to maintain a balance on unrestricted funds (if possible), which equates to 
approximately four months unrestricted payments, to cover emergency situations that may 
arise from time to time. The balance of £31,907 on unrestricted funds at the year-end does 
meet this target. 
For the past two or three years the church has struggled to keep income above expenditure. 
2016 was no exception. But God is good. A £20,000 legacy is included in the receipts figure 
for the year which turned a certain deficit for the year into a substantial surplus.  We are 
also grateful to past members of the church who over a number of years have continued to 
support us financially.  In 2016 this equated to about a quarter of our planned giving. 
 
Grants are required and have been secured to help cover the wages for the workers at ABC 
and Over 60's. 
Vicars expenses are paid  

The Church continues to tithe 10% of its offertory receipts to nominated organisations 
throughout the year. This is achieved by designating five services as “mission” Sundays 
where all money received on that day is passed on. 
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Christ Church – Buildings  

The church and vicarage are situated at the crest of the hill of 

Burney Lane.  
Christ Church is a grade II listed building. The church was built in 

1935 and has a square tower and belfry with one bell. Over the 

main entrance from Burney Lane there is a tympanum of the 

Good Shepherd by William Bloye, and below this we are called 

to…        “Introite Atria Ejus in Hymnis”       

                                                   “Enter His Gates with praise”. 

  

You enter a foyer with a small room to the left 

and a larger vestry /office and staff toilet to the 

right.  

                                                

The small east 

window is oval and 

shows the Holy Spirit 

as a dove 

descending, wings outspread, bearing tongues of fire.   

The church is light and airy with high arches and seats 300. There 

are two small transepts, each isolated from the nave by double 

glazed screening installed in 1997.  

The side chapel has oak panelling and a carved altar surround. 

The Community Centre is attached to the church and 

comprises a hall, with a capacity to seat 80, a kitchen, over 

60’s resource room, ladies and gentleman’s toilets and 

disabled toilet with baby change.  

There is a Garden of Remembrance to the right side of the 

church and lawn areas beyond and to the rear. There is a car 

park for 24 cars. 

The church buildings are in good repair. There are some 

issues with damp at the front entrance area of church and in 

the right transept. The underlying cause for the damp has 

been treated but the internal damage is now being addressed. There are longstanding areas 

of damp within the community centre and these re-monitored and managed as required. 

There is now a team in place to assess the ongoing work required to maintain and improve 

the buildings.  
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The vicarage was built in 1971, a detached 

four bedroomed property adjacent to the 

community centre and church. 

It has full central heating and double 

glazing, and comprises a lounge, dining 

room, spacious kitchen, utility room, one 

upstairs and one downstairs toilet and 

separate shower room.  

There is a large study, ample gardens and 

a single garage.  

St Margaret’s Church Building  
 
St Margaret’s has been a site of worship 
since 1516 with the current building 
being consecrated in 1834. This is a 
grade II listed building. 
 
The facilities include a main hall, which is 
consecrated as a place of worship. There 
is also a foyer, small meeting room, a 
small kitchen and toilet facilities 
downstairs. The main hall has a capacity 
for 100 theatre style lay-out.  
 

Upstairs has a hot desk area including a 
kitchenette, an office, and a disabled 
toilet. There is a through floor lift 
available as well as stairs.  
 
The church has exclusive use of the 
building on Sundays unless special 
arrangements are agreed 
 
There is a fantastic collection of Heritage 
monuments and artefacts and the church 
still has original Burne-Jones windows 

and a memorial to William Hutton (Birmingham’s notable historian).  There is also state of 
the art digital tour information, audio-visual equipment and educational visit packages for 
schools are available.  
 
The church is surrounded by a closed graveyard for which Birmingham City Council is 

responsible for the upkeep and although there is no car park there is street parking.  
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The Parish of St Paul’s, Bordesley Green.                                                                                 

St Paul’s –Building 
In 1913, St Paul’s was a church plant 
from St Margaret’s. It quickly became a 
parish in its own right as the area grew 
in size.  
The original church building was 

replaced in 1969 by a Corbusier inspired 

design which was reordered significantly 

in 1999 to provide a multi-use 

Conference and Training Room facility 

and office accommodation. The old 

church building was refurbished in 1993 

and is now a thriving Children’s Day 

Nursery which is currently rated as 

Outstanding by Ofsted. 

The Parish of St Paul’s 
In the late 1980s and recognising the changing demographic profile of the area the PCC of St 

Paul’s, wishing to remain meaningful within the geographic parish, undertook significant 

research with the aim of identifying the residents’ needs and concerns. The Crossover 

Charity was formed in 1993 with the aim of working with other stakeholders to begin to 

address the concerns and inequalities the area faced. At this time the split between White 

and Asian was roughly 50:50, however the ethnicity of the parish in 2017 shows that less 

than 20% of the population now describe themselves as White British. 

The Primary Focus  
The primary focus over the ensuing years has been to support unemployed people through 

Advice, Advocacy and Training. The church and charity also provided employment through 

the Nursery, Café and Conference Centre and St Paul’s Crossover remains one of the largest 

employers in the Ward.  

Funding 
A change to the structure of government funding and the failure of the City Council to 

commission the 2015-2020 European Social Funds (ESF) until the Spring of 2017 led to the 

decision by the Trustees of Crossover to withdraw from this sector at the beginning of 2017 

resulting in several redundancies. 

 A further part of the 1980s PCC’s response was the refurbishment of the dilapidated 

original church building and the creation of St Paul’s Day Nursery in September 1993. The 

Day Nursery remains a key part of our activities and service to the community and it is a 

privilege to be entrusted with the care and early years’ education of local children. The 

Nursery was awarded Ofsted’s highest ranking of Outstanding in 2014 and the surpluses 

from this social enterprise have enabled the continuation of social action in our community. 
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 In 2017 we are a significant Provider of the teaching of English as 

an additional language, holding contracts to deliver both ‘English 

My Way’ and ‘Creative English’, funded through the Department 

of Communities and Local Government (DCLG). Crossover also 

works with UK Online delivering ‘Future Digital’ a basic course to 

support local people in developing better IT and communication 

skills. There are currently around 150 students registered for 

these two programmes, and this provides an ideal opportunity to 

demonstrate the church in action to some of the most deprived 

people in our community. 

St Paul’s also employs an Adviser supporting Older People and a 

Church and Community Advocate who supports families and 

especially new parents and their children through twice weekly 

Stay and Play sessions. The role of the Advocate is to 

demonstrate the willingness of the church to support people in 

their daily lives.  

The church building continues to be used as a 

Conference and Training Centre, and some of 

the offices are rented to an organisation which 

supports children and families and emanates 

from a Christian ethos. The church building is 

open most days and as well as providing a place 

of welcome to the local community is available 

as a venue for community events and 

meetings.  

 

Refreshments and meals are often available throughout the 

day, and this means that people can pop in for friendship 

and to seek support. The Trustees of the Charity are now 

considering new projects utilising their well-maintained 

physical resources and practical talents which will enable 

the church to both remain relevant in the community and 

support ongoing weekly worship. Funding is our biggest 

challenge, and it is only due to the development of our 

social enterprise activities that we are able to serve our 

community in this way. 

 

 

                                            Marilyn Dixon and Godsen Jongwe 
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The Congregation of St Paul’s  
The congregation at St Paul’s is small and very mixed culturally with many members 

originating from Africa and the Caribbean as well as a few original residents of the area.        

The congregation is welcoming and adaptable ensuring that the worship style is varied and 

reflective of those present. The Vicar is assisted by several people who prepare, lead 

services and preach week by week. The church holds one weekly Eucharistic Service and 

looks forward to growing closer to the congregations at Christ Church, Ward End. 

We hold a weekly prayer and fellowship meeting. Mothers’ Union meets each month, and 

the leader of the Mothers’ Union works across part of the Diocese supporting other MU 

groups. 

The Associate Vicar at St Paul’s is Chair of the Trustees and takes an active role in the day to 

day work on site.  

                     

Revd Susan Barter has been the Vicar of St Paul’s, Bordesley Green since October 

2006. Technically her title is the Associate Vicar in the Benefice of the Holy Trinity at Ward 
End with Bordesley Green with particular responsibility for St Paul’s, Bordesley Green. In 
practice the two parishes (three churches) in the Benefice have worked largely 
independently. This has been due to the additional pressures of Community Projects at both 
parishes requiring for Susan active, and heavy, involvement in the Project, businesses and 
staff management on a day to day basis. Susan is also Chair of the Board of Directors and 
Trustees.  
The churchmanship in the three churches differs, and both parishes have recognised the 

importance of regular Sunday worship meaning that combined services have been rare in 

recent years. 

 

Susan inherited the Crossover Project from the 

previous incumbent of St Paul’s who with a colleague 

and the St Paul’s PCC was the visionary for the Project. 

The Crossover Project and the advertised desire for 

‘collaborative ministry’ are two of the factors which led 

to Susan’s decision to follow the Lord’s call to Bordesley 

Green despite having no experience of urban ministry, 

the multi-cultural context or any practical knowledge of 

Islam. The other founder of the Project left St Paul’s for 

Theological College prior to Susan’s arrival. 

The desire for collaborative ministry has not been 

significant, but those in leadership at St Paul’s are open 

to this being improved once the new appointment to 

the Benefice is made. 
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Susan completed the Post Graduate Certificate in Theological Ministry (CTM) and the taught 

modules for an MA in Pastoral Theology whilst at Ridley Hall, Theological College. She 

completed the MA whilst in post at St Paul’s, however the subject was far from the context 

at St Paul’s being ‘Ministry in Multi-Parish Benefices – The Incumbent Susan was ordained 

Priest in July 2004 and served her curacy on the coast of Norfolk.  

Prior to her call to ordination, which began in 1997, Susan worked as a senior accountant in 

the Retail Motor Industry and she has the degree of Master of Business Administration 

(MBA). It was this experience and studies which paved the 

way to her post here, as she has extensive staff 

management, practical accounting and strategic 

management experience. 

Crossover has employed around 60 people at one point in 

the past eleven years, but this has now reduced to 26 at the 

time of writing. 

The challenge in 2018 for St Paul’s is to reconsider the 

purpose of the Project and its role in the local community 

following withdrawal of public funding and reduction of 

charitable funding in the light of the economic situation in 

the UK. It is accurate to state that the Project has consumed 

a great deal of clergy time, and it is clear that this needs to 

change for a sustainable future. 
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The New Incumbent   
The person specification for new incumbent   
 

Attributes  Essential  Desirable   

      

Qualification  Ministerial training in the Church of 
England   

  

Experience  

  

  

  

  

Incumbency / parish ministry 

Effective Biblical preaching and 
teaching ministry    

Ability to work with a team to enable 
people to identify and use their gifts 
and talents to minister in a variety of 
ways   

A history of building effective 
relationships with other Christian 
groups and with people of different 
faiths    

Experience of leadership within 
church and community 
initiatives, projects or trusts 

 

Track record of identifying and 
growing ordained and lay readers and 
leaders in their ministry    

Experience in planning and managing 
projects   

Experience with community 
engagement projects or organisations 
such as Food Bank, community trusts   

Experience in developing links with 
schools and youth organisations   

 

Training    

  

Able to demonstrate commitment to 
continuing personal and ministerial 
development   

 

Experience in training curates, lay 
readers or lay leaders.   

Special 
knowledge   

  

  

Good understanding of effective 
collaborative working in community 
based organisations and projects   

A willingness to engage with and 
understand different cultures and 
faiths and how to develop mission to 
and collaboration with different 
communities    

Disposition/ 
attitude   

  

  

Eager to seek God’s face, listen to His 
prompting and follow as He leads      

Loving shepherd with a heart for the 
people  

A leader who has a passion 
to encourage, motivate and enable 

Enjoys diversity of different 
services, congregations, and 
communities  
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people to become all that God has 
called them to be   

Comfortable in ministering in the 
power of the Holy Spirit and 
encouraging others to do the same  

 

Practical and 
intellectual 
skills  

Excellent managerial skills with paid 
staff and volunteers.   

An ability to co-ordinate and 
embrace different styles of worship, 
and help the church explore new 
ideas  

Excellent listening and 
communication skills   

 

Good IT and administrative skills   

Skills in completing and gaining 
funding for community projects 
through grant applications   

Pastoral skills  

 

Collaboration  An ability and track record for 
collaboration and good working 
relationships with lay and ordained 
colleagues. 

 

 

Travel   Own transport or workable 
alternative  

 

  

 

  

 


