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A VISION  |  MISSION ENABLER

WHY NOW?
•  The parish of Bilton, which covers some of this Northern part of the town (mainly an area known as 

New Park), has a vacancy for a team vicar and after much thought and prayer, wants to shift the focus 
of the role not only geographically but also so that it is more intentionally missional. Thus it has been 
agreed that the postholder will be will be 0.5 team vicar and 0.5 Mission Enabler. There is a genuine 
excitement among the PCC about this prospect and about seeing church growth as a result.

•  New relationships are emerging with the community in this area – notably through two local primary 
schools, one of which has provided facilities for a community hub which is used for two days a week 
by a new community grocery (see www.resurrectedbites.co.uk/#groceries). St John’s and St Luke’s are 
providing a weekly stay and play at this venue, to coincide with the grocery.

•  There has been a longing for many years for the church in Harrogate to better serve the people of this 
area, but this has been complicated by a variety of factors, including existing parish boundaries, but 
there is a new willingness among Anglican church leaders and from the Bishop of Ripon to overcome 
these complexities for the sake of more effective outreach.

•	 	The	only	other	fellowship	located	in	this	part	of	North	Harrogate	(in	the	Jennyfield	area)	is	a	free	
evangelical church and so there is room for growth.

•	 Significant	new	housing	developments	in	the	area.

Harrogate has a reputation for being a prosperous town set in a lovely 
location on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales, and it is on the whole well-served 
by churches of a variety of denominations. However, generalised statements 
such as these can never paint the full picture, and digging deeper it would 
be	fair	to	say	that	the	Northern	side	of	the	town	is	relatively	less	affluent	
and relatively less well-served by the church. Given this context, a great 
opportunity	has	been	identified	for	exploring	and	initiating	new	mission	with	
the people of this part of the town.
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WHAT ARE WE HOPING FOR?

WHAT SUPPORT WILL BE OFFERED?

•  The vision for this project is that within 3 years there should be at least one well-established church 
plant/Fresh Expression of church/new worshipping community in North Harrogate. 

•  Quite deliberately we do not want to be too proscriptive about what form this new church will take, 
or where it will be based, as we hope whatever is needed will grow out of listening to local people, 
serving and building relationships with them, and seeking to be in step with the leading and guiding 
of the Holy Spirit. 

•  It is expected that part of DNA of this new worshipping community will be loving service of its 
community and a desire to multiply, on the basis and conviction that healthy churches grow.

•  The successful candidate will 

 -   form part of the staff team in Bilton and will come under the oversight of the team rector, and will 
be willingly supported by the congregations at St John’s and St Luke’s.

 -    be expected to network with like-minded leaders locally, regionally and nationally. 

 -   be able to draw on a considerable stock of goodwill from other church leaders in the town who 
long to see the people in this area of North Harrogate be given the opportunity to have a church 
rooted in their community – indeed it is the intention to establish a support group (with a clear 
remit) drawn from across the churches in North Harrogate to work with the Mission Enabler to 
foster effective collaboration across parish boundaries and denominations.

	 -			benefit	from	a	shared	determination	to	ensure	that	the	Mission	Enabler	role	is	cherished	and	
guarded so that the part of the post that is the team vicar is not allowed to expand beyond the 
50% allocated.
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