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 Section 1: Welcome 
 
Thank you for your interest in looking at this profile, which has been put together prayerfully in the 
hopes of attracting the right people to serve in this rural area of West Berkshire. 
 

 

 

 

A message from the Archdeacon. 

“If you have a passion for rural ministry, can help dedicated and hard-working congregations to reach 

out to their local communities and inspire parishioners to make the most of their buildings and 

resources, putting them at the centre of their communities, then Walbury Beacon could be for you. 

Situated in beautiful Berkshire countryside, this benefice of 6 parishes has taken a year out, following 

an interim appointment, to review its structure and the way it will do ministry with a view to being 

better equipped to serve God and the people around them and to allow each of the churches to 

flourish in their own identity and to work better together as a benefice. 

The hope is that through pastoral re-organisation, one of the parishes, Enborne, which is 

geographically located nearest to the town of Newbury will leave the benefice to become part of 

south Newbury under a pastoral scheme, and that another, Hamstead Marshall, which has an 

outstanding historical building will join with the parish of Kintbury with Avington and from there 

explore its future as a vested church. 

The focus of the half time Rector will be to look after and support mission in Kintbury with Avington 

and Hamstead Marshall and it is expected that the majority of their time will be focused on the village 

of Kintbury, whilst having a watching brief for the three remaining, much smaller, parishes (Combe, 

West Woodhay and Inkpen) who will be supported by a House for Duty Priest. 

This is an exciting time in the Benefice, as we look to the future, and both posts, the Rector and the 

House for Duty, are being advertised at the same time so that the new team can start together, plan 

together and build strong, united relationships in the benefice. 

Recognising that the pastoral schemes that will bring about the new Walbury Beacon will take a little 

time, you will also be supported through this period of change by Newbury deanery and the 

archdeacon.”  

Reverend Liz Jackson 
Associate Archdeacon Berkshire 
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Section 2: Context 

 
Walbury Beacon Benefice 
 

 
Geography/Natural Environment 
 
The Walbury Beacon Benefice in West Berkshire is situated at the south-west of the Diocese of 
Oxford, having borders with Hampshire (Diocese of Winchester) and Wiltshire (Diocese of Salisbury).  
It covers a rural area to the west and south-west of Newbury and is in the Newbury Deanery.  Much of 
the area is in the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and includes stretches of 
the River Kennet and the Kennet and Avon canal.  
 

     
 
The land rises from the river at Kintbury to Walbury Hill, the highest point in Berkshire, which forms 
part of a ridge providing spectacular views.  Two long-distance footpaths, The Wayfarer’s Walk and 
the Test Way, start in this vicinity.  The area is popular with walkers and cyclists, attracting people 
from a wider area.  The canal towpath is open to cyclists and two National Cycle Routes pass through 
the Benefice; there is also a good network of public footpaths. 
 
The parish of Kintbury with Avington is the most northerly of the parishes, with the Kennet and Avon 
canal passing from west to east through its centre.  The majority of the population live within the 
village, which is south of the canal, but there are more sparsely populated parts, including an area to 
the north of the A4 which extends as far as the M4 motorway at one point.    
 
The Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin is at the heart of the village and the Vicarage is within the 
parish.  The successful applicant for the post of Rector will be a key person in a village community. 
 
The current parish of Hamstead Marshall is described on page 12. 
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Inkpen and West Woodhay are on land which rises to the south of Kintbury; the populations in 
general are spread out on a network of rural roads and lanes. Finally the ground rises steeply to the 
ridge, and then falls away again to the village of Combe, which is the most southerly of the parishes.   
 
These smaller parishes, are to be served principally by a House for Duty Priest living at West 
Woodhay.   
 
Parish profiles, and the distinctive nature, vision and mission of each of these communities can be 
found in Section 8.  
 
Further details of the Benefice, including websites, are in Appendix 3: This includes information on the 
area covered by the Benefice; transport; local amenities and people.  
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The Half-time Rector for Walbury Beacon Benefice  
in Kintbury with Avington and potentially including Hamstead Marshall – 

two parishes exploring a shared future  
 

Kintbury, the largest community in the Benefice, and the 

main focus of the appointment of the Rector, has a socially 

and economically diverse population reflected in the wide 

range of housing and occupations, with a range of income 

and wealth.   

 
There is a mix of families with deep roots in the village 
and relative newcomers, many of whom stay long enough 
to put down their own roots.  Many people of working age 
commute to local towns or London.  A significant number 
were already working wholly or mainly from home, even   

                  before the pandemic.   
 
Many people work as carers, whether formally or informally.  Elderly people are sometimes cared for 
by live-in carers who might have come from abroad, and who may potentially find themselves 
isolated. 

 
 
 
 

 
Facilities 
The village has a lively Church of England primary school,  
as well as various pre-school groups, a GP surgery with its own 
dispensary, shops, pubs, a community run sports and leisure 
centre, an active neighbourhood volunteer group, a variety of 
sports and social clubs, and organisations, activities,  
and cultural events, for most ages and interests. 
 
Further information on Kintbury may be found in Appendix 1. 

“Everyone so friendly – divine and magical”  
 

“A truly alive village – mixed ages/housing – 

friendly – we pull together – lots of clubs – 

people greet one another”  

 

Friendly – sense of community – mix of people – 
NOT A COMMUTER VILLAGE  
 

“Welcoming village – shop acts as a 
hub – friendly – great transport links” 

Kintbury Parish Council: 
Kintbury is a great place to live because it is a village with a strong sense of community spirit; 
What we like about Kintbury church is that it represents, historically, the permanence of our parish; 
What we would really like in a vicar is someone who connects with the Parish, Community and its 
inhabitants. 

“great facilities – beautiful countryside” 
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Section 3: Mission and Vision 
 
Each of our parishes has a unique identity, with its own priorities and visions for the future; friendly 
relationships across the benefice offer opportunities to work together e.g. our Zoom benefice services 
during lockdown. 
 
The following section draws from responses from across the benefice with a Kintbury focus.  
We acknowledge in particular the evolving relationship between Kintbury and Hamstead Marshall. 
 
We wanted to find out what our people value about our church,  
and what the community wants from the church in its midst: 
 
So we asked the congregation and we invited responses 
from the whole village and wider benefice; these were 
collated, considered and discussed. 
 
We have tried to distil the most significant themes which emerged from this process of consultation; 
we believe that this represents where we are now and offers a vision of what we might become: 

 
 

 

• At our best we are an open, warm community with good relationships in the village; we welcome 

regulars and newcomers as family and friends. 

• We want to make better connections, to build trust, reduce barriers and develop these relationships. 

We want to listen to God and to others.  

• We want to find out what God is already doing and join in. 

 
 
 
We believe we need to be: 

• discerning where God may be calling us next, listening to his voice and to voices inside and outside the 

church 

• responsive to the needs of those amongst whom God has placed us  

• intentionally and purposefully sharing the responsibility and workload – enabling and empowering 

every member ministry 

• out and serving in today’s community whilst cherishing the continuing witness provided by our 

precious and much-loved village churches  

• creative and flexible in our thinking and use of our resources 

• valuing, not living in, our past 

• courageously open to the possibility of change – building on all that is 

already good. 

 
This statement dates from 2003: ‘We believe we are called by God to live the Gospel values of Jesus 
Christ as a community, reaching out to the people of Kintbury and the wider world.’  

“Warm and welcoming sense of community particularly during Covid” 
 

“The sense of community  
and mutual support,  
based on our shared values”  
 

“We are a welcoming church, open to  
services with a difference, to be inclusive . . .” 
 

“Keeping the Church going during 
the present situation hasn’t been 
easy, but the dedicated people have 
done so well and kept us informed” 
 

“The message of Christ not through the pulpit 
but through action”  
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Section 4: Our New Incumbent 
 
As our new rector, we believe you will need to:  

• lead us in clarifying our identity, purpose and priorities  

• envision and enable positive change so that Hamstead Marshall and Kintbury, in coming together, can  

learn together, can flourish together and model God’s purposes of a truly united Church 

 

• nurture the development of contextually appropriate mission and vision in every parish  

• help us to respect, enjoy, learn from and support each parish’s individuality  

 

• value every member ministry and build effective lay teams through discipleship, encouragement, trust 

and accountability  

• work with the ministry team; oversee and encourage the house for duty priest in their primary 

responsibility for the southern parishes 

 

• be disciplined in prioritising and managing your own time and wellbeing (given the part-time nature of 

the role); support others in doing the same 

Who might be suitable for the role?  
 
You will:  

• be able to manage and enable positive change  

• be visible yourself and intentional in enabling others to have prominent roles  

• have a desire deeply to understand the nature of rural parishes and to contribute to village life  

• relish the opportunity to be the “people’s vicar, not just the church’s vicar”! 

 

You will long to make Christ known throughout our communities 
 

“Rural parishes are as much in need of the Christian mission as those in cities” 

 

  “a person of prayer” 
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Section 5: People and Activities 
 

The Ministry Team 

• Associate Priest (House for Duty) – vacant.  To be based at West Woodhay, principally to cover the 

smaller villages of Inkpen, West Woodhay and Combe 

• Licensed Lay Minister who takes non-eucharistic Sunday services across the benefice; also involved in  

a range of midweek activities, such as funerals, services at Notrees Care Home, home communions, 

primary school assemblies, faith and Lent groups. Currently Kintbury PCC secretary 

• Authorised Preacher who frequently preaches on Sundays; also has IT expertise and is currently the 

Kintbury Electoral Roll officer 

• Sacristan who also assists with Home Communions, helps to run the Thursday café and carries out 

much informal pastoral work.   

Other key people for Kintbury include: 
• newly appointed Churchwarden, a West Berkshire Hospital chaplaincy volunteer who leads an informal 

‘Prayer and Praise’ service, usually on Friday evenings; also leads a monthly ‘Prayers and Bears’ session 

for young children and their carers 

• newly appointed Treasurer (informally also assistant churchwarden) 

• a retired priest who helps with services, especially at busy times 

• Director of Music (PCC contract) 

• Chairperson of Friends of St. Mary’s Church 

• Benefice Office administrator (paid, part time);  appointed by Benefice Churchwardens, reporting to 

Ministry team 

• Headteacher, Kintbury St. Mary’s C of E school. 

It is envisaged that Combe, Inkpen and West Woodhay will work mainly with the HfD priest.   
These parishes each have at least one churchwarden and a treasurer. 
 

Kintbury Congregation 

There is a longstanding and faithful group of regular worshippers, with a lot of goodwill within the 
village. The congregation covers a wide spectrum of churchmanship, including Tertiary Franciscans, 
Anglo-Catholics and Evangelicals. Many local people are on the fringe of church activities without 
being regular members of the congregation. 
 
There is scope for building up numbers at services by encouraging more regular attendance, and considering  
a more flexible service pattern and provision to develop a more diverse and representative congregation.   
It is very encouraging that we have gained new members recently, even during the pandemic. 
 
The Electoral Roll as at November 2020 numbers 73; during normal times, the average Sunday attendance is 
roughly half this number. 
 

Kintbury PCC/Church Officers 
The PCC meets at 2-monthly intervals.  
We have recently struggled to appoint officers, with the assistant churchwarden and LLM covering most roles. 
We now have one churchwarden, treasurer and secretary (LLM). 
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Church life and activities in Kintbury 

Our pre-Covid pattern and timing of regular Sunday services (Appendix X) was dictated to a 
considerable degree by the need for the Ministry Team, especially the Clergy, to cover 6 churches 
during the course of every month. 

It included an early BCP Holy Communion most Sundays, with varying later services of Parish 
Communion, All Age Worship and a monthly Benefice Service.  This pattern was inevitably completely 
disrupted during the various periods of lockdown and church closure – described below: 
  
Initially, a single weekly online service of Communion was zoomed from ministry team homes.  Later 
in the pandemic, some of our churches hosted the service with members of the ministry team present.  
None of our churches has Wi-Fi so a mobile phone, laptop and conference mic were used; expertise 
was developed through practice and the feedback from a growing online congregation which included 
some new people and family members of parishioners joining from lockdown homes.  Overall, this has 
been a surprisingly positive experience for most people – although we are aware of and concerned 
about parishioners without computer access and therefore unable to join us.   
 
Special services were zoomed for Advent,  
Ash Wednesday, Mothering Sunday,  
Maundy Thursday.  Christmas and Easter Services 
were largely held outdoors and a lively celebration  
of Pentecost took place in Kintbury Churchyard. 
 
More recently, a reduced number of in-person Covid-secure services has been made available across 
the different churches, with a monthly hybrid zoomed Benefice Service.  All this, paradoxically, has 
resulted in some growth and a greater crossover and mixing of different congregations.  Most of the 
churches have also experimented – successfully and excitingly – with outdoor worship. 
The enforced break from the previous patterns – together with the differently structured future 
benefice – offers the opportunity of a fresh look at the type, timing and range of worship we may feel 
to be appropriate as we move forward with a new incumbent. 
 
 

Kintbury Connections – an outward looking church 

• St Mary’s Room: attached to the church and with a small but well-equipped kitchen area; this is used 

by a wide range of church and community groups alike. 

• Thursday Café: an important weekly outreach opportunity when villagers, visitors and members of the 

congregation mix and mingle over coffee and cake in St Mary’s Room – a real interface between church 

and community. 

• Music: we have a professional music director and the church is used for a variety of musical (and other) 

events – regularly hosting Newbury Spring Festival concerts; as a rehearsal venue for a local choral 

group; folk, jazz and classical events; “Come & Sing” informally produced performances; a local 

children’s “Talent Competition”; staged discussions with local authors and broadcasters.  A new digital 

organ was commissioned and built to specification two years ago.     

  
“There is something about singing, a joyful thing” 

 

“For me it is the music – beautiful 
hymn tunes and meaningful words” 
 

“Please could the zoom services continue, 
I thought the Advent service on zoom was 
excellent’’ 
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• Kintbury St Mary’s Primary School, a Voluntary Controlled school, has a clear sense of its identity as a 

church school, holding services in St Mary’s Church and valuing its links with the parish. 

The LLM is currently a Foundation Governor and leads weekly worship. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

• Prayers and Bears: this is a monthly event for pre-schoolers and their carers, held in St Mary’s Room 

and the Chapel, with stories, songs and activities, run by local church members and often attended by 

the clergy. 

 

• Waterways Chaplaincy: the Kennet and Avon Canal, two minutes’ walk from the church, was also 

subject to months of lockdown, with 

itinerant liveaboard boaters, many in 

already precarious financial 

circumstances, stranded at the Lock. 

 

We were contacted by the 

Waterways Chaplaincy and were able 

to identify the boaters who needed 

help, organise, collect and distribute 

weekly food parcels, (including dog 

food donated by locals for hungry 

liveaboard pets), provide a 

wheelbarrow load of clean towels and bedding and offer other support. 

Arising from this, the LLM has recently been licensed as a Waterways Chaplain and is looking to build 

further links between the canal community and our church. 

Our caring ethos is based on our  
Christian values of  

hope, friendship and respect. 
 

'Love your neighbour as yourself' Luke 10:27. 

‘It came alive when a service was held at school’ 
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Hamstead Marshall   
 
This is a small, lively and friendly community, covering about 
3 square miles, and comprising a number of small, scattered 
rural settlements.  The local inn has recently re-opened and 
the popular monthly market in the village hall (the old school) 
has just re-started post-Covid. 
The “Hamstead Hornet” is a quarterly, digitally-published, 
independent newsletter. 
 
St Mary’s Church is located outside the centre of the village.  A 12th Century foundation, it is 
structurally in good repair, over £30,000 having been spent on repairs following a recent 
Quinquennial Inspection.  Water has been installed within the last few years.  There are two chimed 
bells, dated 1592 and 1756, and pipe organ in the gallery.  A colourful and interesting Millennium 
window contains many symbols of the parish. 
 
Car parking is limited, although access can be made available by courtesy of the owner, to a grassed 
space within Hamstead Park for this purpose.  The interior layout of the church restricts usage for 
larger functions – the historic box pew limiting seating to about 100, pre-Covid. 
The parish has been struggling financially for several years, unable to meet the Parish Share. 
 
Prior to Covid lockdowns, there was a growing and genuinely All-Age congregation, participating 
enthusiastically in all aspects of the monthly service – ringing the bells, leading the prayers, and 
sometimes the service, dramatising the readings, playing percussion and often sharing the sermon. 
 
 
New beginnings 
Kintbury and Hamstead Marshall, the two most northerly parishes in the benefice are near neighbours along 
the valley of the River Kennet, and the two churches are 3 miles apart – about an hour’s walk along the canal 
towpath and much the same by narrowboat – or less than ten minutes by car.  Historically, St Mary’s Kintbury 
and St Mary’s Hamstead Marshall share even closer ties: St Mary’s Hamstead Marshall being at one time a 
“field church” to the mother church, St Mary’s Kintbury.   
These past links may now be re-shaped for the 21st Century, as the two parishes start to explore how they may 

work together towards a possible future merger, to allow Hamstead Marshall to make progress along the way 

to vesting their historic building. 
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Section 6: Buildings 
 

Each of the Benefice churches has its own 
distinctive character and interesting 
features, and is cherished by its own 
parishioners.   
As Kintbury is likely to be the main 
missional and ministerial focus of the new 
Rector, this section concentrates on 
Kintbury’s parish church. 

Kintbury with Avington 
 
The Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin is a Grade II listed building, originally Norman, with many 
interesting features added over the centuries, and is also a resource to be used for the glory of God in 
our twenty-first century community.  Some of the many visitors we receive in ‘normal’ times are 
attracted by the monuments or the unusual painted ceiling; others are drawn to the tapestry (below) 
created in 1993 by members of the village community and representing aspects of village life. 
It is the largest of the Benefice churches and has in recent years been used to host the larger Benefice 
services.  Most of the pews are fixed but there is a little flexibility to adjust the seating for different 
purposes as well as being used for Sunday services.  It is frequently full over the course of a typical 
year, with services such as Remembrance, the Christmas Eve crib service, weddings, funerals, primary 
school services, concerts and talks. On the other hand, there are smaller, more intimate spaces which 
are ideal for private or daily prayer and small groups. 
 

 
  
The church building is in generally in 

good structural and decorative repair thanks to the fundraising, dedication and hard work of 
The Friends of St Mary’s Church and is accessible for wheelchairs, with a sound system loop & 
large print hymn books as well as accessible toilets. There is seating for around 175 people 
(200 maximum) and a small crèche/children’s area with toys and books. 
 
 
The latest quinquennial inspection took place in May 2017.  Some, but not all, of the actions from this 
have been undertaken. 

 
The churchyard is closed and is now the responsibility of West 
Berkshire Council, who carry out grass cutting and pollarding of 
trees; they are also responsible for the safety of the graves.     
It is criss-crossed by public footpaths, and many local people wander 
through during the day, with dogs and children, or rest on one of the 
memorial benches.                                                                             

“St. Mary’s is a wonderful place to sit, reflect and remember people . . ” 

 

‘A beautiful, valuable building – a very good place’ 
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There are four listed graves and the war memorial, which is in the churchyard, is also Grade II listed.    
Burials of ashes are still permitted.  
                                                          
 
 
There is no church car park but 
there is on-street parking in the 
vicinity. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Parish burials now take place at Christchurch Cemetery (which has two war graves) and is on the edge 
of the village, at the site of a previous chapel of ease which was demolished in the mid-twentieth 
century.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Avington 

The privately owned church of St. Mark and St. Luke  
is an unusually unspoilt 2-cell Norman church.   
 
No longer open to the public, the permitted six 
services per year allow a rare chance to see and 
worship at this historic building, which is within the 
parish of Kintbury with Avington but outside the 
remit of the PCC. 

“Welcoming – churchyard peaceful & much used 
– lovely to have a church that is cared for” 
A place of peace and calm.” 
 
 

A tapestry depicting village life,  
created by many parishioners  
in the year of a local “mission”  



   
 

15 

     Section 7: The Vicarage 
 
The Vicarage (3, Elizabeth Gardens, Kintbury, RG17 9TB) is a good-sized modern house at the end of a 
quiet cul-de-sac about half a mile from St. Mary’s Church, close to open countryside and within easy 
walking distance of the local Church of England Primary School.  It is one of six detached four-
bedroomed family homes which were built in the mid-1990s and has been used as a vicarage from 
new. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The ground floor comprises an entrance hall, kitchen/breakfast room, utility room, sitting room with 
open fire, dining room, office and cloakroom.  The sitting room and dining room are partitioned to 
add flexibility to the space, and the office is larger than usual for a house of this type, making a 
suitable space for small meetings, as well as incorporating substantial bookshelves. 
On the first floor there is a master bedroom with en-suite facilities and three additional bedrooms, as 
well as an additional bathroom.  All the bedrooms are double, with fitted wardrobes. 
The windows are double glazed and the house is fitted with solar panels.  The Diocese receives 
payment for any excess electricity generated. A security alarm is fitted. 
Outside there is a large garden to the rear, mainly laid to lawn with some established trees.  To the 
front of the house there is a double garage and additional parking space for several cars. 
There being no gas supply to Kintbury, cooking is by electricity and heating is by oil.  There is currently 
a local oil co-operative which many people use to help reduce costs. 
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Appendix 1: Kintbury – Further Information 

 
Notrees, a residential care home run by the local authority, is within the village.  In addition, a large 
residential complex for older people, Audley Inglewood, has opened on the edge of the village in 
recent years. 
 
The ‘Fisherman’ is Kintbury’s Parish magazine.  Originally produced by church members, it now has a 
higher content of general village activities.  However it is still carries a monthly letter from one of the 
Ministry Team and much other church news; in ‘normal’ times the church duty rotas are also 
published here.  Especially for those who are not on the internet, it is a valuable source of 
information, costs only 25p and is delivered to many households by a team of distributors as well as 
being available to buy locally. 
 
Although standards of living are generally high in the area, issues sometimes arise.   Crime figures are 
low but there are nonetheless instances of rural crime; outside the village centre, low levels of 
transport can result in isolation and difficulty of access to medical facilities, although this is alleviated 
by the Neighbourhood scheme; there are occasional social issues including ‘troubled families’, drug 
abuse and occasional homelessness.  While for many it is a good place to live, it may not always be 
ideal for people on a low income or with poor health leading to mobility problems. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Corner Stores, in the centre of the village, at the top of Church 
Street, is an essential part of our village life and Jay and Anita are key 
figures.  The Church connects community sponsors with the Shop and 
School to provide food parcels during school holidays – and especially 
at the height of lockdown – to the approximately 20% of families 
attending the school who are in need.  
 
 
 
 

Websites: 
Parish spotlights: http://www.oxford.anglican.org/support-services/parish-support/parish-
spotlights/#toggle-id-21 
Profile of Kintbury civil ward which includes the wider area: http:/localstats.co.uk/census-
demographics/england/south-east/west-berkshire/kintbury 
https://www.ukcensusdata.com/kintbury-e05002303#sthash.XHQxaXnj.L3uEadwa.dpbs 
  

“Kintbury retains its feel as very much a village despite the growth in the last few years” 

 

http://www.oxford.anglican.org/support-services/parish-support/parish-spotlights/#toggle-id-21
http://www.oxford.anglican.org/support-services/parish-support/parish-spotlights/#toggle-id-21
https://www.ukcensusdata.com/kintbury-e05002303#sthash.XHQxaXnj.L3uEadwa.dpbs
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Appendix 2: Activities – Kintbury Church Life 
 
 
The previous pattern of worship was as follows: 
The interregnum, lockdown and Covid security 
measures have all impacted on this. 
 
Sundays 
8:00am  Holy Communion BCP:  1st – 3rd Sundays 
10:30am Benefice Communion: 1st Sunday    
   rotational around the Benefice 
9:45am  Parish Communion:  2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays 
   Lay participation – intercessors, readers, servers/chalice assistants 
9:45am   All-Age Worship: 3rd Sunday 
   Often led by LLM with active support from other laity. 
   This service was introduced during the previous vacancy,  
   with a promising start, but will require nurturing  
   when it re-commences. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daily:   Laity led Morning or Evening Prayer – in the chapel or from home.  
   Morning prayer for the Benefice has been said daily in recent months,  
   by clergy/lay people from home (mainly Kintbury parishioners). 
Weekly:   Holy Communion at Notrees (residential care home).  
   Prayer & Praise (informal worship). 
Monthly:   “Prayers & Bears” (for pre-schoolers & carers). 
    Holy Communion at Inglewood (residential complex). 
 
End of Term School Services: These are attended by pupils, teachers, governors and parents. 
Festivals & special services are generally well-attended by members of the local community. 
Authorised preacher: within the last year a Kintbury resident was authorised to a local preaching 
ministry. 
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Communications: during the previous interregnum, members of the PCC initiated (and continue to 
produce) a monthly Benefice newsletter, distributed by email with paper copies normally available in 
the churches. During the interregnum, the Ministry Team has sent a weekly email to every member of 
the church community requesting it. In Kintbury, during lockdown, the assistant churchwarden has 
produced an occasional parish information sheet and printed this, with the monthly newsletter for 
hand delivery to those without email access. 
 
There is a desire to return to 2 services each Sunday (8.00 + 9.45) with the flexibility to replace one 
occasionally with a matins or evensong service. 
The previous regular Sunday Club went into abeyance due to diminishing numbers prior to the last 
vacancy and has not been resumed. 
There is no provision for teenagers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Services: 
Outreach (non-eucharistic) approx. 4 times per year to include Mothering Sunday and Harvest Festival 
 
Avington Services: 
8.00am Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, St Luke; Harvest (afternoon service in September) 
 
Christmas: Candlelit Crib service (Christmas Eve, pm) 
First Communion of Christmas: 11.30pm Christmas Eve 
Evening of Readings and Carols: usually third Sunday in December 
Christmas morning: 9.45 Family Communion at St. Mary’s as well as 8.00 at Avington 
All Souls: 1st Sunday in November, afternoon – all parishes in Benefice are invited 
Service of Remembrance: November.  The British Legion service is hosted, with parties from 
uniformed youth organisations.  The war memorial is in the churchyard 
Songs of Praise: Summer pm  
 

Posada: Mary and Joseph make their 
way round the village during Advent 
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Pastoral Care 
We are a caring community and much informal and neighbourly care is offered, from and within the 
church community, but this is currently unstructured and undocumented; the church lacks pastoral or 
visiting teams which significantly limits pastoral outreach to the wider community.  
Home Communions and Communion at Notrees and Inglewood are administered regularly by HFD 
clergy and LLM 
A homeless individual was supported by and through the church during 2019/20. 
Approximately 20% of the school’s pupils are eligible for free school meals, and there is some 
significant social need among this group. As part of the lay-led Covid response an appeal has raised 
sufficient funds for an ongoing collaboration with the school and village shop to supply these families 
with food boxes during school holidays, incidentally encouraging healthier eating choices. 
 

Other Activities: 
Faith development 
There are some opportunities available within the benefice, including Lent Groups and a fortnightly 
Faith Group. There has been one adult confirmation within the last five years.   
 
Filling Station 
There is a monthly meeting in Kintbury; this is independent of the church, with some crossover of 
membership.  

The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 
Church, school and village remember, together 

A school display of children’s work 
around the theme of Remembrance, 
in the children’s area of the church 

‘[our church] came alive recently at the open air Pentecost service 
– and the Crib service and Remembrance service’ 
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Finance 
The finances for maintaining the fabric of the Church are in good health due to The Friends of St 
Mary’s Church. The 2020 Parish Share was paid in full. We are addressing a situation in which it has 
become more difficult to meet day to day expenses and Parish Share through the restructuring of the 
benefice:  of which this appointment is a part. 
 
Groups  
Bellringers: There is a small but active team. Bells are sometimes rung 
before Sunday services and are available for weddings. 
Choir/Music: We have a professional choirmaster/organist, often used by 
other parishes in the Benefice. The pipe organ has recently been replaced 
with a custom-built high-spec digital instrument. There is virtually no 
Church Choir at present, but a well- regarded amateur choir led by the 
professional organist uses the church as a rehearsal venues and joins us for 
festival services. The church was being increasingly used for concerts prior 
to Covid and the Friends of St Mary’s have recently purchased 
demountable staging to support this. 
Flower arrangers: A group of talented volunteers which includes non-
church members.  
Refreshments: Tea, coffee & biscuits are served following the 9:45 services. 
 
In the past, we have worked with our local Christian friends from other denominations whenever 
possible.  There is a Roman Catholic Retreat Centre (St. Cassian’s) for young people, but the 
Methodist Church has recently closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Mary’s Church is located at the centre of Kintbury and we encourage its use for community events.  
 
The building, churchyard (closed), and parish are of some historical interest.  
 
There are connections with Jane Austen and her family.  
 
       A local agricultural worker who joined the 1830 Swing Riots  

and was subsequently hanged,  
is buried in the churchyard.  
 
  
The anniversary is marked each year  
at the graveside by members of the  
Museum for English Rural Life,  
other interested groups,  
descendants and local residents.

‘I love the festivals when a greater number of people are attracted ( and variety ), 
I love the organist ( great music ) and being able to sing together ( before Covid ) 
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Section 1 : Context 

 

The three Parishes of Inkpen, West Woodhay and Combe form the Southern group of the Benefice 

and have a natural and long standing association.  They are adjacent to each other and are in an Area 

of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  Together they formed the backbone of the Walbury Beacon Benefice 

when it was originally formed in 1981.  It is an association which has sustained and created 

friendships and developed shared understandings which are hard to define but which are 

invaluable.  And we share a style of worship and feeling for pastoral care that reflects the nature of a 

rural rather than an urban community. 

 

It is for these reasons that we very much commend and support the decision of the Diocese to devote 

the strength of the half time stipendiary priest to the more directed and focused needs of Kintbury, 

which is some four times larger than even the largest Parish of the Southern Group – Inkpen, and to 

allocate the pastoral care of the Southern Group to a House-for-Duty Priest.  Clearly the links and 

support that already exist for all of us in the Benefice as a whole will be sustained, and overall 

leadership of the Benefice by the Stipendiary Priest is acknowledged.  But the fact that the nature of 

the two ministries has differences which are recognized and accommodated is of benefit to all.   

 

 

Section 2 : Our New Associate Priest 

 

Given that this is a House-for-Duty Post with a time commitment of two days per week plus Sundays, 

we recognize that our priest’s time on church matters is limited.  Nevertheless, there are certain 

personal attributes that we would value in our priest: 

• At the centre of their being there would be a pastoral heart and they would therefore place at the 

core of their ministry the care of people 

• They would be comfortable with country life and traditional worship but would be able to recognize 

the need for change where it was appropriate and achieve it by evolution rather than revolution 

• They could express in their life and teaching the reason for their Christian faith particularly to those 

who have difficulty with Christian belief 

• They would lead worship and provide spiritual support in discipleship 

• They may well have had long experience in their ministry and perhaps outside it and would now 

welcome the opportunities that a House-for-Duty affords. 
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Section 3 : Specific Elements of Ministry 
 
The list below is not exhaustive but it picks out key points: 

▪ Provide pastoral care within our village communities / Home Communion and engage with 

village life 

▪ Provide Occasional Offices, which can be numerous at certain times of the year 

▪ Work closely with our Benefice Administrator in maintaining good and smooth communication 

around the Parishes and ensure that necessary administration relating to services, weddings, 

baptisms, funerals etc is completed in a timely way. 

▪ Encourage a good working relationship with the Rector of Walbury Beacon Benefice and other 

members of the Ministry Team. 

▪ Develop links with the Deanery (Area Dean) and be aware of Diocesan initiatives; attend 

training as required. 

▪ Chair PCC meetings and attend Deanery meetings. 

▪ Work closely with Churchwardens to maintain provision of weekly services across the Parishes 

which may include the use of Zoom and develop outreach to our communities. 

▪ Contribute to the wider Benefice life, which may include the Parish magazines and seasonal 

material by way of courses at Lent, Easter etc. 

▪ Develop a good relationship with our local school including the provision of regular school 

assemblies and joining the school governing board, if invited. 

 
A full driving licence and car are essential and good computer and IT skills are desirable. 
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Section 4:  Parish Profiles 

 
St. Michael and All Angels, Inkpen 
 

Our Parish 

With over 800 residents the parish of Inkpen is, by a considerable  

margin, the second largest in the United Benefice.  It is a scattered  

village which lies below the Southern Ridgeway of the North Wessex  

Downs.  There are some 380 homes in the village, most of them  

owner-occupied and very few are second homes.  It has one pub, and an active and highly 

commended State Primary School with a roll of some 70 pupils.  A bus service runs daily (except 

Sunday) to Hungerford and Newbury. 

The village has a comprehensive web site (www.inkpen-village.co.uk), which includes Church news, 

and it is updated regularly. 

Our Church 

St. Michael’s Church was built in the 13th Century, probably by Sir Roger de Ingpen, a Knight Templar, 

whose probable tomb cover may be found north of the altar.  There is a peal of six bells, rung before 

each service, the oldest dating from 1590 with the final two added in 2000.  Adjoining the church 

there is a meeting room for up to 40 with a small kitchen and two toilets one of which is for the 

disabled.  There is also disabled access to the church. 

Our Mission 

At best our mission is to offer the people of Inkpen an experience of Christian belief and action that 

inspires them: at the very least it is to give them an understanding of the Christian faith that is 

credible. 
 

…And the Means which will Help us to Achieve it 

1. Over the years we have developed a very good relationship between ‘Church and Village’.  

There might be disinterest but there is certainly not dislike. 

2. The church as a building is held in high esteem in the village, is beautifully kept and is well 

maintained. 

3. Our financial position is very sound. 

4. Attendance at the major Festivals is from 60 to 120 depending on the Festival.  However the 

body of core worshippers is only 25-30 and it is our ongoing priority to increase this. 

5. Our churchmanship is broad middle of the road and comprises a pattern of services that 

includes 1662 Prayer Book Communion, Parish Communion, Family Worship and Compline.   

6. To supplement these we have ‘Services With a Difference’ which aim to attract those who are 

seeking a faith and who might regard themselves as spiritual rather than religious. 

7. We are currently developing a programme with the theme ‘A Rational base for Christian 

Belief’. 

8. A free monthly Church and Village Bulletin which is underwritten by the Church and given 

prominence, is delivered to every house in Inkpen and Combe. 

9. Our PCC is lively, eager and committed to work with the Group’s HfD to achieve our mission. 

10. Finally in all of this we know that it is only by and through God’s guidance that our mission can 

prosper. 

http://www.inkpen-village.co.uk/
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St Laurence’s, West Woodhay 
 
Population ~125 
 
 
 
 
A beautiful, well maintained Church which is kept open. 
Two services a month are held with a regular congregation of 10. Currently, Two Common Worship 
Communion services are held each month. Following PCC meetings held in November 2016, both 
Combe and West Woodhay approved sharing services on the second and third Sundays with separate 
services held at their respective churches on fourth Sundays. During months with five Sundays, a 
recent development has seen lay led services of Compline being held in the church at 6 p.m. 
 
The Parish of West Woodhay is seven miles to the South West of Newbury. It consists of five square 
miles of beautiful countryside and 48 dwellings. St. Laurence’s House is occupied by the House for 
Duty Priest, is located next to the village green and is opposite the Village Hall in the heart of the 
village. 
A good number of the houses are owner occupied with the balance rented. Most are rented from the 
West Woodhay Estate or occupied by present or past employees of the Estate. The community comes 
together at the annual Christmas party and through community organised events on an ad hoc basis. 
 
The Church was built in 1883; but two West Woodhay churches preceded it. Fortunately for us, the 
evidence for the two vanished churches is precise – and available. The current church was built by 
William Henry Cole, who had bought the West Woodhay Estate in 1880. The architect was Sir Arthur 
Bloomfield, a prolific Victorian architect, who provided a simple flint and Bath stone church in the 
then favoured Early English style and of much the same size as the two earlier churches. 
Striking features of the sanctuary are three high-relief carvings by the Belgian, Goyer. 
The organ is by the younger Henry Willis. It was installed at much the same time as the vestry screen 
– which is a memorial and thanksgiving for the relief of Ladysmith and of the ending of the Boer War. 
 
The Memorial Garden which adjoins the churchyard to the west is not part of the church or  
churchyard, but by happy inspiration opens directly out of it. It is the family memorial to Mrs. Sarah 
Henderson, who was killed in 1972. During the Covid crisis outdoor services have been held in the 
garden.  These have proved t be very popular and are likely to become a feature of worship at West 
Woodhay. 
 
There are 30 names on the Electoral Roll and 11 members of the PCC, which meets twice a year. 
Whilst the average attendance at the regular Sunday services is approximately 10, in normal years the 
Church the overflows for the Children’s Nativity Service! The Festival Services, such as Easter, Harvest 
Festival, Remembrance Sunday and Christmas attract large congregations (20 to 100). 
 
The building is in good repair with the shingle clad spire being fully renovated in the last year.  The 
Church yard is well maintained.   
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The Finances are in good order. There is a village hall which has recently been renovated but plans are 
being considered to combine the function of the village hall with the church.  This, if it goes ahead, 
will involve some remodelling work together with the addition of an attached kitchen and toilet 
facilities in the hope that its better use as a community asset can be established. 
 
Our Vision 
To establish a strong Christian community that cares for and supports everyone in our midst in an 
unobtrusive way.  Help will be offered in complete confidence. In this way, we believe we can live as 
Christ intended and draw others to Him. We also recognize that we are a small church within a small 
community and we would like to explore options that will maintain the individual character of each 
parish and their patterns of worship whilst joining together to ease the administrative burden.  
 
What We Offer Our New Rector 
St Laurence’s is a warm and friendly church with a proactive PCC team that will work with and support 
the Rector and the Ministry Team to realise the agreed mission and vision for the Benefice as a whole. 
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  St Swithun’s Church, Combe 
 
 
The 12th century Church of St Swithun’s is situated on the side of a 
down, above the hamlet of Combe, in one of the most exceptional 
valleys in Southern England.  It is an archetypal English country 
church surrounded by its own well tended churchyard.  Noted 
locally for the beauty of its setting and the historical interest of its 
surroundings, it is respected for its simplicity and the peace of its 
atmosphere. 
Dating back to the 100 Years War, the church is not only the focal 
point of this small community, it is also much visited and admired 
by a wider population from across the country and, indeed, 
abroad. 
Combe is a small collection of 17 houses, many of which are occupied by people who come down here 
for its tranquillity at weekends.  Combe, in its rural setting surrounded by farmland and the downs, it 
is too small to have its own school, pub or village hall, so the church provides the meeting point for 
the village. 
 
Two Communion services are held each month on the second and fourth Sunday of the month, but, 
due to Covid and other factors, this is now under review.  Both these services are taken from the 1662 
Prayer Book and the lessons are read from the Bible.  Music is a central feature of the services and we 
are fortunate to have an excellent organist.  The average congregation is 12 - 15  
with a certain percentage coming from outside the community.  The Christmas Carol and Easter 
services, which have built a reputation for the traditional services we support, each attract a 
congregation of approximately 50 people every year.   
There are 13 names on the Electoral Roll and 10 members of the PCC.  The Church Wardens and 
Sidesman, a cleaner and a rota for flower arranging take care of the required duties in the church. 
St Swithun’s was built in 1160 and, for its age, is generally in good repair.  Recent work includes the 
replacement of windows, revision of the lighting, and introduction of a new side door and 
redecoration of the nave.  The finances are currently in order.   
 
 
 
 
 
Section 5 : Accommodation 
 
Accommodation for our Priest is the modern West Woodhay Vicarage.  It has three bedrooms, three 
reception rooms, a good-sized garden, an enviable outlook and a quiet location in the village of West 
Woodhay. 
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Appendix 3: Walbury Beacon Benefice – further information 
 
The following websites give a more detailed description of the area  
  
Websites:  
Walbury Beacon Benefice: www.walburybeaconbenefice.org.uk  
North Wessex Downs AONB: http://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk  
 
The Benefice is covered by West Berkshire Council, which is a unitary authority with its offices in 
Newbury.   
  
Website: http://www.westberks.gov.uk  
  
Transport  
  
The parishes in the Benefice are connected by a network of rural roads.  The A4, which runs east/west 
between Newbury and Hungerford, is the major access road but there are also good links to the M4 
and A34.  There is a railway station at Kintbury, which is on the London (Paddington) to Great Bedwyn 
line, with an hourly service providing good access to Newbury, Reading, London and Hungerford.  
Trains operate at a reduced frequency on Sundays.  Buses serve the more densely populated areas 
from Monday to Saturday and are particularly convenient for school children.  However, the more 
isolated areas in the Benefice are not well served by public transport.  For travel between the various 
parishes, especially on a Sunday, private transport is essential.  On the other hand, the size of the 
village of Kintbury makes for easy walking or cycling.  
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Websites:   
 
Great Western Railway: www.gwr.com  
Local buses: https://info.westberks.gov.uk/travel  
Cycle routes: http://www.sustrans.org.uk  
  
  
  

Not the daily commute to Paddington! 

http://www.walburybeaconbenefice.org.uk/
http://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/
http://www.westberks.gov.uk/
http://www.gwr.com/
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/travel
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/
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Local Amenities  
  
Overall, Kintbury is the largest centre although there are some amenities in the smaller parishes.  
There are two primary schools within the Benefice; the one in Kintbury is a Church of England school.      
  
Reasons for travelling between the different parishes are limited, although Kintbury has the closest 
Post Office and doctors’ surgery for many living inside the benefice, and people may feel a stronger 
affinity with one of the larger towns in the area.  The nearest town is Newbury, a market town with a 
larger railway station, a good range of shops, a choice of secondary schools and employment, sports, 
entertainment and cultural opportunities.  Hungerford is smaller than Newbury and also has a 
secondary school, a public leisure centre and a range of individual shops as well as supermarkets. The 
nearest hospital is the West Berkshire Community Hospital, which is between Newbury and 
Thatcham.  For a full range of hospital facilities it is necessary to travel further, with larger hospitals at 
Reading, Swindon, Basingstoke and Oxford.  
  
Websites:  
Newbury: http://www.visitnewbury.org.uk  
Hungerford: https://www.visithungerford.com/  
Berkshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust: http://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk  
  
 
The People of the Benefice  
 
The total population is around 3,800 (Source: 2011 Census).  Kintbury and Hamstead Marshall, with 
2,800, accounts for 74% of the total.  The Kintbury population has undoubtedly risen since then.  
Inkpen, with a population of 850, is the next largest and accounts for a further 22%.  The remaining 
4% (125 people) are divided between the smaller parishes of Combe and West Woodhay.  The church 
electoral rolls tell a slightly different story: in the smaller parishes a far higher proportion of the 
residents are on the roll than in the larger ones.     
  
 Across the Benefice the predominant age group is 45 to 59.  In West Berkshire in general the 20-35 
age group is under-represented against national averages.  This reflects the fact that younger people 
tend to move away from the area, but people are attracted to move in (or back) once they are older.   
The latest Census data also shows that that well over 90% of the population are white British in all the 
Walbury Beacon parishes.    
  
The economy is basically rural, with no major employers.  The area has several large estates and many 
farms, with some farm diversification. 
  

http://www.visitnewbury.org.uk/
https://www.visithungerford.com/
http://www.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/
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Appendix 4: Interregnum Activities within the benefice 
  
 
 

 

 

This appendix shows a cross-section of such events and services:  

Advent 2020 to Pentecost 2021 and beyond, in Walbury Beacon Benefice

Walbury Beacon Benefice has been in interregnum since the end of 

September 2020, with much of that time being spent in and out of 

lockdowns.  This, inevitably, impacted on many of our normal and special 

services. 

However, the much reduced Ministry Team, along with members of the 

laity who were not shielding or isolating worked hard, and we think 

creatively, using our church buildings and grounds imaginatively, and 

experimenting with new technology. 

We set out to offer a range of worship opportunities as rich, inclusive and 

varied as we could achieve – celebrating the Church Year, recognising 

national/global events and joining diocesan and wider initiatives when 

possible to retain our sense of connectedness.  

 



   
 

   
 

Advent and Christmas 2020 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Words and Music for Advent Zoomed from St Mary’s Church Kintbury      

Advent Sunday 2020 
Organ 

I’ve Been Waiting for Christmas: Author Unknown  Louisa  

The Grinch (Excerpt): Dr. Seuss    Thomas   

Welcome/Introductory words    Jenny 

Meditation on Veni Veni: Groom Tevelde      

Psalm 96        Mike   

O Come, O Come Emmanuel: Trad    Claire  

Psalm 96       Mike  

Wachet Auf, ruft uns die Stimme  

  (Wake, O wake, with tidings thrilling): JSBach  Chris, Organ  

Advent Calendar  Rowan Williams    Will  

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland  

(Now come, Saviour of heathens): Kneller   Chris, Organ  

Advent Good Wishes  David Grieve    Tim, Jenny, Will 

John 1:1-5      Jenny  

Bereite dich, (Prepare thyself), Zion: JSBach   Chris, Organ 

First Coming: Madeleine L’Engle    Mike, Will 

Ballet des Coqs: Praetorius      Chris, Organ 

Advent 1955: John Betjeman     Will, Mike 

The Greatest Gift of All: Jennie Munson   Thomas   

This is the Truth sent from Above: Trad   Mike  

Advent Prayer: Sr. Maryanna, O.P.     Louisa  

Toccatina for Flutes: Yon     Organ  

Isaiah 9:2-7      Tim  

Prayer/Blessing      Tim 

Voluntary 
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Lent 2021 
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The Virtual Lent Lunch     50p    Challenge 

   What would you spend on a  pub lunch?       

    What can you come up with for 50p?  

Create and cook your lunch for 50p 

  Meet and eat and chat on zoom –  

   show how frugally inventive you can be & 

       DONATE THE DIFFERENCE! 

Fridays  19/02; 05/03; 19/03 

12:30 – 1:00pm 

 

And finally – or rather – firstly: 

Don’t forget Ash Wednesday  

Zoom Holy Communion:  

Wednesday 17th February 7:00pm 
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Easter 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“Avington is such a special place” 
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Local responses to national emotions and global events 
 

 
  

The Power of Silence – a vigil for the people of Afghanistan 
The light fades from St Mary’s Church Kintbury, at the close of a 2-hour 

silent vigil, held in the evening of Monday 23rd August – one week and 

one day after the Taliban entered Kabul.  

During the two hours, around twenty parishioners - from teenagers to 

pensioners - came in ones and twos into the church, lit a candle and 

sat for a while in silence before slipping quietly out. 
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Global Church: Thy Kingdom Come 

 

Ascension day – Pentecost  

Thy Kingdom Come (TKC) has become a global prayer initiative; originated by 

the then Archbishops of Canterbury and York in 2016, as an Anglican missional 

activity, it caught the imagination of churches and Christians across the world, 

and each year more countries and more denominations have joined in. 

We missed the first year in Walbury Beacon, but have taken part – to a greater or 

lesser extent dependent on our ministry capacity – each year since. 

The idea is simple – individuals, groups, churches, dioceses – all come together in prayer for the extension of 

God’s Kingdom on Earth: Thy Kingdom Come.  

The TKC website offers a number of resources, including some for families and children, and is well worth 

exploring.  This year, we are suggesting that, as a benefice, we use the TKC prayer journal, and alongside, or 

instead, the TKC2021 Novena Resource “Praying the Psalms from Ascension to Pentecost”.  Both these offer 

ideas for short daily readings, reflection and prayer – which will lead us nicely into our post-Pentecost plan to 

join the national Church Big Read – a 6-week course on “How to Pray”.  (More about this anon!). 

I have downloaded and adapted both these TKC pdf resources into Word, to make them smaller files and a 

little more user friendly, with Day reference numbers added; these versions are attached.  The originals are 

available as pdfs and can be downloaded from the TKC website; if you choose this route, be aware that they 

are produced to print as booklets, and the order in which the pages are presented can be a bit confusing.  The 

prayer journal pdf does print into a very nice A5 double-sided booklet; however, I would not recommend 

printing the original Novena resource – I suggest you just look at it on screen.  It has some lovely and carefully 

selected pictures, but would be very heavy on printer ink!  I’ve removed the pictures in the simplified version 

for print convenience.  The advantage of printing these is that there are spaces for your own notes if you like to 

jot down reminders and thoughts when you pray. 

Jesus’ Ascension followed by the coming of the Holy Spirit to the newly forming church in Jerusalem are 

crucially important events for Christianity, as we marvel at how a small band of transformed fishermen, tax 

collectors and other unlikely characters, 2,000 years ago were able – then, and now – to unite to inspire the 

world. 

And yet this time, and these festivals, are often overlooked. 

So make it different this year, and do join us for:  

Ascension Day:    13/05: 7:00pm Zoom 

Thy Kingdom Come:   13/05 – 23/05 

Pentecost Praise:   23/05:  9:45am Kintbury Churchyard & Zoom 

All necessary information is, or will be, on the Walbury Beacon Website 
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Benefice Pentecost 
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Appendix 5:  0.5 Rector: ROLE DESCRIPTION  
 
 
SECTION ONE: DETAILS OF POST 
 
Role title: 0.5  
Type of Role:  Part‐time, stipendiary 
Name of benefice: Walbury Beacon Benefice 

Episcopal area: Diocese of Oxford 
Deanery:   Newbury 
Archdeaconry: Berkshire 
Conditions of  
Service: Please refer to Statements of Particulars document issued in conjunction with this 

role description 
Key contact for Archdeacon of Berkshire 
Clergy Terms of   
Service: This role falls within the Clergy Terms of Service formally known as Common 

Tenure. The Archdeacon of Berkshire is the designated person by the Bishop of 
Oxford to issue the Statement of Particulars for the post holder. 

Accountability: Priests share with the Bishop in the oversight of the Church. 
 Whilst, as an office holder, the individual is expected to lead and prioritise work in 

line with the purpose of the role, they are encouraged to inform the Archdeacon 
and Churchwardens about any issues exceptional or otherwise that have the 
potential to affect ongoing delivery of ministry 

Additional 
Responsibility: N/A 
 
 
 
SECTION TWO: CONTEXT 
 
Wider Context 
The Diocese of Oxford and the Archdeaconry of Berkshire 
The Diocese of Oxford serves the mission of the Church in Buckinghamshire, Berkshire and Oxfordshire. 
The Diocese comprises more than 600 parishes, with over 800 churches, serving a diverse population 
of more than 2 million people located in all types of settings.  
Working alongside the Bishop of Oxford we have three Area Bishops who exercise considerable 
strategic and pastoral oversight for their areas. The Bishop of Reading is the Rt Revd Olivia Graham who 
has been the Area Bishop since 2019. Stephen Pullin is the Berkshire archdeacon, Liz Jackson is the 
Associate Archdeacon, and they make up your area team with Ian MacDonald, Discipleship Enabler 
(Youth specialism), Nicholas Cheeseman, ADO and Rhodri Bowen, Parish Development Adviser. 
In the last few years a common vision has emerged for the Diocese of Oxford. The vision is based on 
the qualities described in The Beatitudes and addresses what kind of church we are called to be: a more 
Christ-like Church for the sake of God’s world; contemplative, compassionate, courageous. 
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Together we have identified five focus areas: 
• Christian formation and discipleship 
• Growing new congregations  
• Serving our schools, children and young people 
• Environmental Action 
• Addressing poverty and inequality 
 
These are not a description of everything that we do and will not all be reflected in the vision for each 
parish church, but these priorities are being supported centrally by resources and training.   
The diocese is inviting benefices and their clergy to share a vision rather than demanding a response. It 
wants all its clergy to be motivated by hope rather than being driven by anxiety, and thereby to flourish 
in their ministry. 
It is hoped that clergy appointed into the Archdeaconry of Berkshire will want to commit to this vision 
and encourage their benefices to share in becoming a more Christ-like church for the sake of God’s 
world. 
 
 
Local Context (including deanery information) 
 

SECTION THREE: ROLE PURPOSE AND KEY RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
General: 
A. To exercise the cure of souls shared with the bishop in this benefice in collaboration with colleagues, 

including the praying of the Daily Office, the administration of the sacraments and preaching 
B. To have regard to the calling and responsibilities of the clergy (as described in the Canons, the 

Ordinal, the Code of Professional Conduct for the Clergy) and other relevant legislation including 
• bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making him known to those in your 

care 
• instructing the parishioners in the Christian faith 
• preparing candidates for baptism and confirmation 
• diligently visiting the parishioners of the benefice, particularly those who are sick and infirm 
• providing spiritual counsel and advice 
• consulting with the Parochial Church Council on matters of general concern and importance to 

the benefice 
• bringing the needs of the world before God in intercession 
• calling your hearers to repentance and declaring in Christ's name the absolution and forgiveness 

of their sins 
• blessing people in God’s name 
• preparing people for their death 
• discerning and fostering the gifts of all God’s people 
• being faithful in prayer, expectant and watchful for the signs of God’s presence, as he reveals 

his kingdom among us 
C. To share in the wider work of the deanery and diocese as appropriate, for the building up of the 

whole Body of Christ 
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Key responsibilities specific to the local situation 
 

• To exercise oversight of the benefice of Walbury Beacon and its Ministry Team, including the work 
of the HfD Associate Minister amongst the “Southern Parishes” – Combe, Inkpen, West Woodhay 
 

• To focus on and support mission in Kintbury with Avington and Hamstead Marshall 
 

• To work with the HfD Associate Minister, the current Ministry Team, churchwardens and PCCs to 
enable positive change within the newly re-shaped Walbury Beacon Benefice 
 

• To support the two parishes of Kintbury and Hamstead Marshall as they explore their relationship 
and the possibility of becoming a single parish 
 

• To lead us in clarifying identity, purpose and priorities and nurturing the development of 
contextually appropriate mission and vision in our parishes 
 

• To work closely with the Administrator to manage essential tasks 
 

• To build up and support effective lay teams through discipleship, encouragement, trust and 
accountability 

 
The key responsibilities listed above may be supported by long and short term objectives to be agreed 
between the post holder and the incumbent (in the case of an assistant priest) or the Archdeacon and 
Church Wardens (in the case of incumbents). 
 
 
Other responsibilities 
• Participate in the Bishop’s Ministerial Development Review scheme and engage in Continuing 

Ministerial Development 
• Carry out any other duties and responsibilities as required in line with the benefice needs. 
• Take care for their wellbeing including health and safety and building a good repertoire of 

spiritual and psychological strategies 
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SECTION FOUR: BENEFICE SUMMARY 
 
The Benefice of Walbury Beacon 
Benefice: Walbury Beacon: 6 parishes: 
   Combe, Enborne, Hamstead Marshall, Inkpen, Kintbury with Avington, West Woodhay 
Patron(s): Bishop of Oxford; Oxford Diocesan Board of Patronage; Harry Henderson; 
   Dean and Canons of Windsor 
    NB: On this occasion only the patron is Her Majesty the Queen,  
    exercisable by the Bishop of Oxford. 
  
 

PCCs:  
Parish   Possible elected [rule M15(8)] Total PCC number inc ex-officio + co-opted 
Combe:   6 
Enborne:  6      6 
Hamstead Marshal: 6 
Inkpen:   6    10 
Kintbury:  9    14 
West Woodhay:  6      8 

Churchwardens:  
Combe:   Katherine Astor, David Russell 
Enborne:  Roger Pope (informal support Julian Dickins) 
Hamstead Marshal: John Stevenson 
Inkpen:   Gerald Atkinson (until March), (Churchwarden designate: Charlotte Bamphylde;  
    support team: Nicholas Freeman, Andy McInnes) 
Kintbury:  Gillian Guy 
West Woodhay:  Andy Fox-Boudwijn, Harry Henderson 

 
Ministers: House-for-Duty Associate Priest:  vacant 

Licensed Lay Minister:   Jenny Veasey 
Authorised Preacher:    Richard Pascall 

 
Benefice paid staff: Administrator:    Alex King 
 
Benefice unpaid staff/ volunteers (numbers):  NA 
 
Buildings:  
Combe:   St Swithun’s Church 
Enborne:  St Michael & All Angels’ Church;  
    “The Barn”- meeting room + current benefice office 
    Vicarage (Diocesan responsibility) – currently rented 
Hamstead Marshall: St Mary the Virgin Church 
Inkpen:   St Michael & All Angels’ Church  
Kintbury:  St Mary the Virgin Church  
    (St Luke & St Mark’s Church, Avington – closed, privately owned, 6 services p.a.) 
    Vicarage (Diocesan responsibility) – currently rented 
West Woodhay:  St Laurence’s Church 
    Vicarage (Diocesan responsibility) – currently empty 
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Churchyard(s):  
Combe:   open 
Enborne:  open  
Hamstead Marshall:  
Inkpen:   churchyard closed except for interment of ashes; burials in nearby cemetery  
Kintbury:  churchyard closed except for interment of ashes; burials in nearby cemetery  
West Woodhay:   

 
Resolution A,B,C: N/A  
 
Church Tradition: various including BCP, CW, All Age Worship, other informal  
Pastoral Reorganisation proposals:  

1. The Parish of Enborne to become part of the South Newbury Benefice 
2. Proposed merger of Kintbury with Avington and Hamstead Marshall following possible change 

of HM Church to festival church / closure / vesting 
 

For more detailed information, please refer to the Parish Profile. 
 
KEY CONTACTS FOR THE ROLE 
 
Generic and specific to the role 
 
Groups & committees 
• The PCCs 
• Deanery Chapter 
• Deanery Synod 
• Deanery Pastoral Committee 
 
In the benefice 
• Churchwardens 
• Ministerial Colleagues 
• Head teacher(s) of local school(s):  

  Kintbury St Mary’s VC CoE Primary 
  Inkpen Primary 
  Enborne VA CoE Primary (within current benefice) 

• Benefice Administrator 
 
Support structures 
• Area Dean 
• Area Bishop 
• Archdeacon 
• Staff at The Diocesan Office with key responsibilities for various aspects of supporting 
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SECTION FIVE: OTHER 
 
This role description is issued alongside and should be read in conjunction with the following 
documents: 
• The Ordinal 
• The Canons of the Church of England 
• Guidance for the Professional Conduct of Clergy 
• Bishop’s Licence 
• Statement of Particulars issued to the office‐holder on successful appointment 
• Diocesan Clergy Handbook 
• Benefice Profile 
• Parish Development Plan or Mission Action Plan 
• Any objectives discussed and agreed between the post holder and the supervising minister as 

applicable 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Role description signed off by: 
The Reverrend Liz Jackson, associate Archdeacon of Berkshire ________________________ 
 
Date:     __________ 
 
To be reviewed next on:  __________ 
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Appendix 5:  0.5 Rector: PERSON SPECIFICATION 
 

 
Qualifications/Training 
Essential 

▪ Ordained priest within the Church of England, or a Church in communion with it, or a Church 
whose orders it recognises 

▪ Satisfactory completion of Initial Ministerial Education 
▪ Willingness to engage pro-actively with Diocesan MDR process 

Desirable 
▪ Willingness to engage in targeted training for yourself and your team as it may become 

relevant and appropriate to developing parish circumstances 
 

 
Experience  
Essential 

▪ Vision discernment, creation and realisation  
▪ Engagement with and pastoral support for people of all backgrounds and ages  
▪ Ministry and mission within a Church of England parish 
▪ Building, developing and empowering teams 

Desirable 
▪ Leading mature, thoughtful and varied worship  
▪ Active engagement with local schools  
▪ Appreciation of the nature of rural parishes 

 

 
Knowledge/Skills and Competencies 
Essential 

▪ Ability to communicate faith in a variety of contexts and to a broad range of listeners  
▪ Ability to identify and respond appropriately to opportunities for outreach and mission 
▪ Leadership skills including the ability to work collaboratively, share leadership and motivate, 

inspire and encourage  
▪ Ability to manage, enable and provide support through positive change 

Desirable 
▪ Ability to organise resources effectively in line with agreed vision  
▪ Ability to establish and build on links with individuals and organisations within the wider 

community 
 
 
 
 
 
 

/cont: 
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General Attributes 
Essential 

▪ Personal and spiritual confidence derived from a deep prayer life and ability to draw on a wide 
range of spiritual resources  

▪ A pastoral heart – one who listens to people and to God 
▪ Understand how to sustain the current congregation and be able to draw in those “on the 

edge” 
▪ Effective time management and ability to prioritise and delegate 
▪ Commitment to the principles of shared leadership 
▪ Willingness to understand and engage with rural parish life 

Desirable 
▪ An ecumenical outlook  

 
Other 

▪ Commitment to the principles of safeguarding and the ability to work to a Safeguarding Policy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


