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Christ Church Felixstowe 

Our story & our vision 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchFelixstowe/
https://twitter.com/christchurchfx
https://www.youtube.com/user/christchurchfelix
http://christchurchfelixstowe.org.uk/


OUR FAMILY 
 
We regularly refer to ourselves as 
‘family’’. We strive to love and care 
for each other, and disciple each 
other, but also reach out to those 
not yet part of the ‘family’. Christ 
Church is truly an all-age family, 
blessed with a good number of 
children and youth. 
Sunday morning services include 
contemporary music-based 
worship, a message, prayer and 
ministry time.  
Our music & worship is significant 
in our life together - we are a 
singing, praising church!  
 
 
We currently have all age worship on the first Sunday of the month and communion on the fourth Sunday. On all Sunday mornings 
apart from all-age weeks we run a dynamic programme of activities and groups for those aged 0-18, staffed by a passionate team.  We 
provide a safe and fun environment with crafts, stories, games, Bible studies and Christian life coaching, helping our younger family 
members as they start their journey of faith and develop a personal relationship with Jesus. 
 
Our youth also attend a monthly youth service in a local town. We support them with relevant teaching and social meetings, helping 
our young people stay connected with God as well as forming friendships with other local Christians. Many of our youth have attended 
both Soul Survivor days in Watford and Soul Survivor Summer camps.  
 
 



OUR ACTIVITIES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Outreach children’s activities include weekly Parent & Toddlers, a 
monthly activity evening for school years 2-7, and Messy Church 
on a Sunday afternoon, once a month. We offer a variety of 
toys/games, craft, puppets, stories, worship, food and, where 
possible, we chat with parents to include them in our loving and 
supportive church family. 

• We run a weekly, inter-church football session for all ages. 

• Hospitality is a large part of the way God has gifted us, so we run 
breakfast before church once a month, shared lunches every 
other month (encouraging the church family to invite friends, 
work colleagues and their own family), annual church picnic and 
a BBQ, and we are dedicated to an after-church baked goods and real coffee ministry!  

• We support each other through a prayer network over email and a ‘buddy’ scheme for those without internet access.  

• Tuesday evenings we gather for prayer. Our corporate prayer life is something we know we need to develop.  

• We have been involved in the ‘Growing in God’ and ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ initiatives.  

• Our family also includes those within our small groups, some of whom can no longer attend church on a Sunday.  We recognise 
that we need to equip and encourage new small group leaders and to increase the number of church attendees participating.  

• Many of our men participate in a fortnightly, CCF-initiated, inter-church, men’s breakfast group and the ladies’ group meets once a 
month to share, encourage and socialise together with a warm and welcoming invite to new friends.  

• We provide a regular worship service at our local care home, ‘The Firs’. 

• A big part of our family-building is our annual retreat to Sizewell Hall (see picture above) where we receive superb teaching - recent 
speakers include Johnny Douglas, Nicola Neal, Paul Harcourt & Mike Pilavachi - and have space to really get to know each other in a 
relaxed environment. 

• Members of the church have been the instigators of several county-wide schools Christmas music projects, raising £175,000 for 
Tearfund. We also record our carol service for transmission and broadcast Christmas and Easter mornings live on Felixstowe Radio. 

• Our members enable several of the events run by the active Churches Together in Felixstowe. The wider family in Felixstowe is a 
formidable army for the Kingdom! 



 

OUR FAITH 
 
At CCF we share the following core values:- 
• Local church life that is welcoming, relational, accessible for all generations and 

builds family and community life. 
• Inspiring worship that is passionate, intimate, culturally appropriate and 

facilitates encounter with God. 
• Anointed leadership that is visionary, courageous, humble, consistent, full of 

faith and releases church members into their God-given ministries. 
• Spirit-empowered mission that is evangelistic, holistic, kingdom-centred and 

concerned with justice and care for the poor and encourages church-planting 
initiatives. 

• Orthodox theology with doctrine and ethics founded on the person, teaching and 
work of Jesus Christ as revealed in the Bible. 

• Bible-based teaching and training that is thoughtful, relevant and equips for 
everyday life and ministry. 

• Personal discipleship that is based on living like Jesus, exemplifying love, 
prayerfulness, holiness, integrity, accountability, humility and generosity. 

• Every-member ministry that discerns each person’s calling and expresses God’s 
love through the gifts and power of the Holy Spirit. 

• Beyond the electoral role, Christ Church has a covenanting membership that 
enables people to commit to the full life of the church. Leaders in the church are 
covenanting members. 

• Giving – the church gives away 10% of its unrestricted income. 
 

We are Evangelical Charismatic in flavour and have a Declaration of Ecumenical Welcome and Commitment.  
We are also members of Churches Together in Felixstowe, the Evangelical Alliance and New Wine Network.  
We are part of the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich. 

http://christchurchfelixstowe.org.uk/images/pdf/DECLARATION-OF-ECUMENICAL-WELCOME-AND-COMMITMENT---Final.pdf
https://churchestogetherfelixstowe.org/
http://www.eauk.org/
https://www.new-wine.org/
http://www.cofesuffolk.org/


OUR PARISH  

 
Parish status was granted in 2007. The population of 
the parish is approximately 5600. The Christ Church 
electoral role is currently 95, 26 of whom live in the 
parish and 69 within the rest of Felixstowe. We expect 
to fully pay our parish share each year. 
Housing: Within the parish there are four housing 
estates: Cavendish Park- privately owned housing, 
now 35+ years old. Orwell Green - mix of privately 
owned and housing association, 30 years. Cricket Hill - 
privately owned housing, 30 years old. Coronation 
Drive - formerly Council housing but now mix of 
private and housing association, approximately 60 to 
65 years old.  
 
Schools: Within our parish we have Grange 
Community Primary School who hold their annual 
Carol Service at the church, and in its grounds is The 
Oaks Children's Centre which serves all families in 
Felixstowe who have children under the age of 5. 
There are several other schools in the vicinity.   
 
A variety of retirement, care and nursing homes, 
sheltered and supported accommodation (Reynolds 
Centre, Yetton Ward House, Rowland House and The 
Firs) are sited within Christ Church parish. A British Legion centre, Haven Health Surgery, two pubs (The Dooley which is closely linked 
to the docks and the Owl and Pussycat, which is opposite the church and is more of a community pub), Morrisons Supermarket, a 
Macdonald’s Restaurant, and 2 large caravan sites.  



OUR BUILDINGS 
  
Following a period of 5 years worshipping in a number of 
locations, the Christ Church building was constructed in 1994. 
It has a well-equipped worship area (225 maximum seating 
capacity), fair sized kitchen, office, downstairs small room 
(used for prayer and crèche), plus one large and two small 
upstairs rooms. The worship area has a full immersion 
baptistry. The church has a well-kept garden and is in a good 
state of repair. The church has good internet & WiFi, HD video 
projection and a digital sound system. We audio-stream our 
morning services and we also video stream on special 
occasions. 
The church is adjacent to the Owl & Pussycat pub and a 
Morrisons supermarket. 
The vicarage is located only 300 metres from the church and is 
a mid-80s constructed 4-bedroom estate house with an 
additional study.  
 

 

 



OUR TOWN  
 
Felixstowe lies on the Suffolk Coast 12 miles South East of 
Ipswich with a population of about 30,000 including the 
adjacent villages of Walton and the Trimleys. 
Once a fashionable Edwardian seaside resort, Felixstowe 
continues to thrive today: 
* The Port of Felixstowe: the largest container port in the UK 
handles 42% of the United Kingdom’s container imports on over 
fifty ship arrivals each week from every corner of the globe. The 
port is a significant source of employment in ship handling, 
cargo logistics and support industries, and regularly hosts some 
of the world’s largest container ships. 
* Tourism: Felixstowe’s Edwardian royal connections have 
created a legacy of many fine buildings and classic seaside 
amenities which continue to attract both day-trippers and 
holiday-makers. Substantial recent investment along the seafront continues to make Felixstowe an attractive destination with regular 
weekend events like the annual Carnival, Vintage Car Rally and Art on the Prom. The quaint hamlet of Felixstowe Ferry is home to a 
Sailing Club and thriving boating community as well as a links golf course. 
* Residential: Mixed good quality housing stock of all sizes, styles and age provide homes for the many who work in Felixstowe and for 
those who commute to the BT Adastral Park Research Centre in nearby Martlesham and to Suffolk’s county town of Ipswich. The 
seaside ambience and ease of getting around makes Felixstowe a popular retirement destination too. 
     
Felixstowe has a thriving town centre including a healthy mix of national chain and local independent shops. Other amenities include a 
cinema, theatre, two sport/leisure centres and a small cottage hospital. It is served by one High School, (Felixstowe Academy) and 9 
feeder Primary schools. Felixstowe is at the eastern end of the A14 trunk road giving access to Midlands and the North and to London 
via the A12. Frequent buses link Felixstowe to Ipswich and provide local town services to all areas at the start and finish of their 
journeys. The town is also the terminus to an hourly branch railway line service to Ipswich which feeds into mainline and regional rail 
services. Stansted, Norwich and Southend Airports are all within about an hour’s drive. 
  



OUR TEAM 
 
We currently have a paid, part-time administrator who is a member of our 
church, two church wardens, a safeguarding officer, a treasurer, a music 
director/worship team leader, a children’s ministry co-ordinator, a vacancy co-
ordinator, a ‘Messy Church’ co-ordinator, a parent and toddler co-ordinator, a 
pastoral care team, a youth leadership team, a prayer ministry team, a 
hospitality team and a missions committee. Each of the missions we support has 
a church representative to ensure two-way communication.  Alongside our paid, 
part-time cleaner, we have others who caretake the church through 
maintenance and practical tasks. 
The PCC (called Forum at Christ Church), comprises 10 members, with a further 3 
ex-officio members who are part of the Leadership Team. 
 
OUR FINANCES 
We were financially blessed in the year to the end of 2017.  From our income of £103,000 we donated £8,000 to mission partners, met 
all our obligations including fully paying our Parish Share of £48,000. We currently hold reserves of £41,000. 
 
OUR DEANERY 
The deanery plays an important part in the life of its benefices.  Clergy meet monthly in chapter for discussion of ministry within the 
deanery.  The wide range of matters aired is greatly valued by all clergy who find that sharing topics of common interest and the 
fellowship and mutual support of their colleagues strengthens both them and their work in their parishes.      
 
The deanery is currently writing its plan that will be underpinned by the four areas of the Growing in God programme – growing in: 
depth; number; influence and younger.  At chapter meetings and deanery synods, each benefice shares its expertise and part in 
activities, and all gifts of ministry within both the clergy and laity are valued and encouraged. 
 
There is a training hub in the deanery.  Curates are shared amongst benefices as part of their education and are able to gain experience 
of rural and urban parishes. The deanery meets at three synods during the year, to which all church members are encouraged to 
attend to hear and discuss matters of general church interest and share fellowship across parish boundaries.   



OUR MISSION PARTNERS (logos hyperlinked) 
  
 

 
   
 

      

   

  

https://www.ministryofmusic.co.uk/
https://www.inspirecounselling.org.uk/pages/8-felixstowe-listening-service-fls
https://capuk.org/i-want-help/our-services/cap-debt-help/debt-centre/726/felixstowe
http://www.hopetrust.org.uk/
https://www.tearfund.org/
https://www.felixstowetownpastors.org.uk/
https://www.c-y-m.org.uk/
https://www.boostfelixstowe.org.uk/
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/felixstowe-and-haven-ports


OUR FUTURE 

 
Our church is praying and seeking a new leader with the following 
characteristics: 
 
• A pioneer, able to discern the vision and direction for our church. 
• An inspirational communicator, providing life-application Bible-based 

teaching. 
• A passion for the lost - inspiring us to be a real and tangible presence in our 

community. 
• A committed charismatic evangelical. 
• A skilled enabler, encouraging, equipping and developing disciples. 
• A collaborative worker - with local churches and Christian organisations.  

• Attentive to own spiritual wellbeing. 

• Ability to lead us in developing our prayer life, personal and corporate.  

• A pastor with a servant heart, actively seeking the contributions of all ages in 
church life. 

  



 


