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CHRIST CHURCH AMSTERDAM 

 

Statement from the Diocesan Bishop 

 

The Diocese in Europe is the 42nd diocese of the Church of England. We are by far the 

biggest in terms of land area, as we range across over 42 countries in a territory 

approximately matching that covered by the Council of Europe. In recent years we have 

attracted unprecedented interest within the Church of England, as we have been and 

continue to be that part of the Church that specifically maintains links with Europe at a 

time of political uncertainty and discord between Britain and Europe. 

 

To help oversee our vast territory we have two bishops, myself based in Brussels, and my 

Suffragan Bishop David based in London. We have 3.5 stipendiary Archdeacons. The 

Archdeacon of North West Europe, Sam Van Leer, is based in Groningen and has 

considerable expertise and experience in ministry in the Netherlands. We have a diocesan 

office that nestles in a corner of Church House Westminster. Importantly, and unlike 

English dioceses, our chaplaincies pay for their own clergy, and the diocese has relatively 

few support staff.  

 

The diocesan strategy was formulated and approved over the course of 2015. We are 

emphasizing our commitment to building up congregational life, our part in the re-

evangelisation of the continent; our commitment to reconciliation at every level; and our 

particular role in serving the poor, the marginalised and the migrant. The diocesan strategy 

has proved energising for many of our chaplaincies as they seek to articulate their own 

local vision and strategy.  

 

Our ‘overseas’ nature gives us a very different character from other English dioceses. Our 

clergy and their families live within the intersection of English church culture with local 

cultures. Whilst this requires a high level of resilience, and can put particular pressures on 

clergy and accompanying spouses, it is enriching and energising. The cultural transition 

involved should not be underestimated, and candidates will need to have or be willing to 

learn some Dutch.  

 

Anglicans have been welcomed in the Netherlands for centuries. In Amsterdam, they were 

granted use of a former guild hall in one of the most historic parts of the city 250 years 

ago. This building is now home to ‘Amsterdam centre’. During the ministry of Mark 

Collinson (Chaplain from 2001-15), the chaplaincy planted ‘South’ (an area where many 

ex-pats including Mark himself lived), and ‘South East’ (which is home to a predominantly 

global south population) as well as including Christ Church Heiloo – which has 

subsequently become an independent chaplaincy.  
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During the time of Mark’s successor, the question of how ‘Centre’, ‘South’ and ‘South 

East’ should relate, and how the clergy should relate, became a source of serious conflict. 

Although there has since been substantial healing mediated by the current Interim Minister, 

an incoming Chaplain will need wisdom in helping the chaplaincy balance the unity of the 

whole with the distinct identities of the three worshipping communities. Note that a ‘new’ 

constitution has been drafted but not yet approved by the AGM.   

 

Christ Church is a diverse, international community. Its Council is remarkably able and 

relatively youthful. Dutch people are typically direct and frank in their communication 

style, and the Chaplain needs to be able to lead strong personalities with tact and skill. This 

post requires someone with very significant pastoral experience and ability.  

 

The person appointed needs to embody the Evanglical Anglican identity represented by 

the patron (ICS) whilst ministering to people who come from a range of Anglican and non-

Anglican church backgrounds and hold different assumptions about church order. The 

chosen candidate should therefore have a high level of confidence in and commitment to 

Anglican principles and practices combined with an ability to wear this commitment and 

knowledge lightly. I am looking for a generous orthodoxy in faith and ethics.  

 

As Bishop I would want Christ Church’s new chaplain to be rooted in prayer, a clear and 

compelling teacher of the Christian faith, who has the capacity to provide capable and 

collaborative leadership and to provide loving pastoral care to the congregations.  

 

Overall, Christ Church Amsterdam, offers, in my view, an exceptional opportunity for an 

exceptional priest. The Netherlands is a well-run country and one of Europe’s best 

performing economies. Amsterdam is the country’s largest city, proud of its liberal 

tradition and its fun, cosmopolitan atmosphere. There are many fine cultural and sporting 

opportunities. The city is particularly and famously well-adapted for cycling. English is 

widely spoken, and there is much scope for English speaking ministry and outreach.  

 

ICS will be working closely and carefully with the diocese to discern the right person for 

this major post.  

 

If you would like an informal discussion about the role please do contact ICS or 

Archdeacon Sam Van Leer in the Netherlands.  
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