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Chaplaincy Profile:

The Anglican Chaplaincy of Christ 

Church Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Who We Are

Deep in the heart of Amsterdam city centre, the 

roots of Christ Church Amsterdam were established 

almost 400 years ago. This Christ-centred

community represents the breadth of the Anglican 

experience, with our 150+ members comprising a 

diverse group of individuals. Our diversity spans 

from members of 20 years' standing, to recent 

newcomers, from a community of African traditional 

Anglicans who worship with great enthusiasm and 

spirit, to an expat-based community with members 

who float in and out with the waves of business, and 

to the many English-speaking visitors to Amsterdam. 
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Our chaplaincy offers a wide range of services and 

activities and is deeply rooted in the belief that Christ is 

the centre of this universe and our worship and faith. We 

share a common belief that the liturgy of the Anglican 

tradition is core to our worship and the entire community 

is focused first and foremost on the need for the preaching 

and the teaching of Jesus Christ. This is closely followed by 

a deep focus on prayer that helps centre us and provides us 

guidance in all aspects of our life. Further, we are united 

by a love of music, and while the range of musical

capabilities varies greatly, we all believe in the importance 

of worship, singing and music as part of our weekly 

service.

The chaplaincy of Christ Church Amsterdam is represented 

in three congregations.  Each community has a distinct feel 

with members that are committed to their congregation. 

As a surprising result of the Covid years, we have 

experienced a fledgling interest in coming together more 

frequently as a chaplaincy. This is expressed in a monthly 

all-chaplaincy service - the first Sunday of the month - and 

a new women’s group that extends across the entire 

chaplaincy.

Christ Church City Centre congregation is based out of our 

listed church building at the heart of Amsterdam city 

centre which has been in our stewardship since 1771. We 

are thrilled to be celebrating our 250th year in this historic 

landmark. The congregation is diverse in every way and our 

core congregants are very long-standing members who 

have been worshipping with us for at least 10 years to 20 

or even 30 years. This congregation is strongly rooted in 

the local community and works in a variety of ways to 

establish a location that is open and welcoming to all.

Who We Are - Continued
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Christ Church South is another distinct congregation that is 

generally represented by international families. Over the 

years, this group has developed a strong root in the 

preaching and teaching and the faith of Christ. This 

community has been deeply engaged with children’s 

ministries and experienced it as a fundamental part of the 

congregation. Today, due to a variety of circumstances, the 

congregation uses a temporary building.  The South 

members now meet three Sundays a month in the elegant, 

tranquil chapel of a funeral home in the heart of the 

corporate district of Amsterdam.

Our third congregation is located in the South East section 

of Amsterdam and is based upon a community of African 

Anglicans.  This community represents the traditions of 

Anglican practices and liturgy as lived and taught on the 

African continent. In its past 10 years as part of Christ 

Church Amsterdam, this lively community has at times 

thrived with services that have occasionally swelled to 

over a hundred attendees.  At present, with the loss of a 

recent long-standing church warden leader, the 

congregation has seen its participation dwindle, 

particularly during the difficult closure of physical 

locations during the Covid pandemic.

These communities together form the three congregations 

that represent Christ Church Amsterdam. Our own interim 

minister, the Reverend Kerry Buttram, with his lovely wife 

Cynthia, continues to support and guide during this 

difficult transition without an incumbent. Rev. Buttram has 

now provided strength via pastoral support and prayer over 

the past three years. Kerry's own ministries are warm, 

authentic and crucial to the pastoral support and ongoing 

life of the chaplaincy, bringing us together and manifesting 

continuity of our church during the ever-challenging 

transition to a new chaplain. Finally, we are also blessed 

in support by part-time NSM clergy, as well as various 

locum and interim ministers. 

Who We Are - Continued 
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Our Chaplaincy’s mission is to make disciples of Christ from 

all nations in Amsterdam. 

In our 3 different congregational locations, this plays out in 

different ways:  

In our Centre congregation, we find we often welcome 

those who live inside the A10 motorway (Amsterdam's ring 

road), and who can come by bike or on public transport. 

This makes for a cross section of nationalities, long-term 

and more recent members alike. Open Wednesday draws 

curious visitors to the city who happen to wander past our 

open door, as well as faithful members wanting fellowship 

and to partake of Holy Communion.

With parking and accessibility from the A10, Christ Church 

Amsterdam South is within easy reach for English-speaking 

families from the greater Amsterdam area, including 

expats, people from Tyndale Theological College and a few 

members of long standing who were part of the 

congregation when it was planted.

The Congregation of the Holy Spirit draws its members 

largely from the different African communities living near 

to its location. At times of celebration its numbers swell as 

family, friends and neighbours accept invitations to join. 

Across the Chaplaincy, Messy Church, Muddy Church, and 

Messy Christmas have offered opportunities to invite 

families to encounter God in and outside our buildings.  

Carols by Candlelight, followed by mulled wine and 

Christmas baking from all over the world has been a 

wonderful seasonal annual outreach.

Our Mission

Muddy 

Church
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Electoral Roll

There were 166 people on the electoral roll at the 2021 

AGM. The numbers on the electoral roll have been fairly 

steady in the recent past, even though as many as 20 

names may change each year. 

We are varied in size of congregation, in the past having 

grown to a size which allowed for a vision of planting new 

congregations, and at other times being limited in 

numbers, including recently by lockdown, safety and 

precautionary measures. After a number of years of 

congregational differences, we are ready to move on, and 

have taken the initial steps to come together.

Structure

The Chaplaincy has a single joint council; besides clergy,

churchwardens and treasurer, and an Archdeaconry Synod

Representative for each congregation, there is room for up

to 3 elected council members per congregation.

The Safeguarding Officer and the Chief Technology Officer 

each have a standing invitation to the meetings. 

Each congregation has its own ministry leadership team. 

These teams are made up of the people most involved in 

the various ministries in the congregations, and they each 

coordinate and organise Sunday services, outreach and 

pastoral activities for their congregation.

60 85 21

Centre South South East

Page 7



Chaplaincy Leadership

Rev Kerry Buttram

Interim Minister
Rev Rik Florentinus

NSM Minister

Rev Amos Nsengiyumva

PTO Clergy

Senior 

Chaplain

Pamela ten Wolde

Administrative Assistant

Rebecca Moss

Churchwarden
Rebecca Bucnis

Churchwarden

Jan Kat

Treasurer

Antonia Walker

Safeguarding Officer

Marc Teerlink

Chief Technology Officer

Jasper van Oordt

Data Protection Officer

Christ Church Amsterdam

Chaplaincy Council: 2021-2022 
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Where We Are

Christ Church Amsterdam is located in Amsterdam, in the

province of North Holland in the Netherlands. As of July

2021, there were 871.873 inhabitants from 177 different

countries in Amsterdam, making it the country's most

populous city and nominal capital (The Hague holds the

seat of the States General, Cabinet and Supreme Court).

Amsterdam is a complex and ever-changing city, with a

history dating back to the 1300s and an international

orientation. It has many faces, many challenges and many

more opportunities.

The Netherlands ranked eighth on the human development

index and fifth on the 2021 World Happiness Index!
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Our Locations
City Centre, Groenburgwal 42, 1011HW Amsterdam 
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Our Locations - Continued
South, The Chapel at Begraafplaats Buitenveldert, 

Fred. Roeskestraat 103, 1076ED Amsterdam South
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Our Locations - Continued
Congregation of the Holy Spirit, 

Luthuliplein 11, 1103TR Amsterdam South East
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Our Buildings

The congregations meet at 3 unique locations in

Amsterdam: the congregation at Centre meets at a historic

canal-side building on Groenburgwal in Amsterdam city

centre, which has served as a Church for the Anglican

congregation in Amsterdam for the past 250 years.

We rent this building from the city for 48 eurocents (one

Dutch guilder) per year, together with the obligation to pay

for its upkeep. This means there are regular talks with

architects and the building owners, which could lead to it

becoming a more accessible and multifunctional building.

There are plans for making part of the building at the

Groenburgwal available for residential occupation.
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Our Buildings - Continued

The congregation at South was planted 16 years ago in the

Advent season of 2006. After 15 years of worshipping in the

British School of Amsterdam, it has relocated to its current

venue while possibilities for the future are considered,

finding a temporary welcoming home in the chapel of a

beautiful cemetery in the south of Amsterdam.

The Congregation of the Holy Spirit meets at the Nieuwe

Stad, a building in the South East of Amsterdam which

hosts a variety of Christian Churches. They passed their 10-

year anniversary in September 2021.

The chaplaincy also owns 2 clergy homes: a family house in

Amstelveen, a suburb of Amsterdam, and an apartment

west of the Amsterdam city centre.
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Services

We offer 10 to 13 Sunday services a month:

− All three congregations gather together for a joint

service every first Sunday of the month.

On other Sundays:

− Centre congregation meets at 10.00, with an

attendance of around 30

− South congregation meets at 10.15, with an

attendance of around 30; and

− Congregation of the Holy Spirit meets at 13.30 with an

attendance of around 20.

One of those services (currently Centre) hosts a Zoom

meeting bringing in around 20 participants a week.

Each congregation celebrates Holy Communion at least

twice a month, and Holy Communion is offered somewhere

in the Chaplaincy every week.

Kids’ Church is currently offered every other week at

South. We are aiming to restart it at Centre once

volunteers are recruited, and at the Congregation of the

Holy Spirit once a safeguarding coordinator is appointed.

There are Youth sessions during 2 services a month. These

currently still take place on Zoom, enabling youth from all

congregations to participate.

Pre-pandemic, two of our congregations were able to

offer:

− a parent-led crèche for pre-schoolers;

− a Kids' Church group (or groups, where numbers and

volunteers allowed) for children of primary school age;

at times this was even offered bilingually;

− a cross-chaplaincy Youth Group that alternated Sunday

morning meetings at Centre and South.

There is a chaplaincy-wide Safeguarding Officer as well as

two local safeguarding coordinators.
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Christ Church Amsterdam 

Website and Mobile App

During 2020-21, we embarked on a digital transformation 

journey, realising that post Covid, church life would no 

longer be the same. With our new CTO, we created a 3-tier 

digital infrastructure: 1) a digital foundation with Google 

Workspace that is used for sharing, teamwork (rotas etc) 

and digital archive; 2) A new website based on an outside-

in approach to attract visitors and connecting into local 

community.www.christchurch.nl and 3) A church app 

focused on connecting the congregation (with privacy safe 

connection) developed with local Christian app developers 

who delivered our own Chaplaincy app, ‘Christ Church 

Amsterdam’, available on the App and Google Play stores. 

We use it for:

▪ Announcements across the Chaplaincy

▪ Giving through the wallet function

▪ A calendar of events

▪ Organisation of teams and groups

▪ Communications between community members, past

members and Diocesan connections.

▪ Take-up across members has been excellent, and it is

easy to encourage visitors to download it so they can

stay connected.
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Christ Church Amsterdam

Website and Mobile App
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What We Do

 Lay-led daily morning and evening prayer during  the 
week on Zoom

 Open Wednesdays at Groenburgwal, with a short Holy 
Communion service

 Afresh is a non-traditional Sunday evening service, 
lay-led and low threshold

 Alpha Course - we aim to run courses at least  yearly; 
besides Alpha we have had courses on prayer and Lent. 
During lockdown, we ran the Alpha course together with 
other churches in the Diocese

 Godly Play is being introduced into all-age services, and 
will eventually form part of Kids’ Church, as our 
practitioners complete their training and we continue to 
acquire the materials. 

 Retreats and away days - including an annual Women’s 
Retreat offering 24 hours away jointly with women of the 
Heiloo Chaplaincy and a Men’s skiing retreat

 Men’s and women’s curry evenings

 Occasional baptisms and weddings

 Confirmations – recently, at very well attended services in 
the weekend of our 250th anniversary celebration, Bishop 
Robert Innes confirmed 16 people at 2 services.

 At different times, a variety of weekday evening 'life 
teams' have met in members' homes, for Bible study, 
prayer, or to follow a specific course (eg. Lent, Advent).
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What We Do  - continued

 Further to our open Wednesdays, where it is all about 
welcoming and connecting with the community around us, 
Christ Church Amsterdan has a Mission Opportunity Fund . We 
use awarded funds to support opening the building more often, 
reaching out to our local neighbourhoods and all who come to 
find us. At the moment we are cooperating closely with the 
owners of our building and architects to make the best use of 
our historic building.

 Encouraging members to build up the body of Christ through 
serving has always been part of our DNA; almost all of our 
regularly attending members are involved in either a 
congregational or Chaplaincy-wide ministry area. Each 
congregation has some combination of the following teams: -
pastoral team
- welcome team
- prayer team
- tech team
- music team

 For most of its 15-year existence, the South congregation met 
in one of the British School of Amsterdam's buildings and was 
served weekly by committed set-up teams arriving early to 
transform a school hall into a space for worship, refreshments 
and regular community meals. 

 The Chaplaincy Council and the congregational Leadership 
teams each meet monthly, often preceded by a bring and 
share meal.  The Standing Committee, currently composed of 
clergy, wardens, treasurer and lay vice-chair, usually meets 
monthly in between Council meetings.

 Other teams meet as the need arises, although all aim to 
spend time together and in prayer at least every quarter. 

 Some of these activities have been hindered by Covid, but are 
considered part of the life of our chaplaincy, and are what we 
seek to return to eventually.  Some of the activities (morning 
and evening prayer; Afresh) actually sprang up during Covid, 
and have continued even after restrictions began to ease.

 Clergy support
The Netherlands deanery is relatively strong and clergy meet 
to enjoy fellowship and share concerns. The archdeaconry of 
North-West Europe includes The Netherlands, Belgium and 
Luxembourg and there is an annual residential meeting of the 
Archdeaconry Synod. Our patron the Intercontinental Church 
Society offers a network, and an annual conference to which 
we send our clergy.
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Mission Partners

For years, Christ Church Amsterdam has shared support with our 

mission partners in the calling to serve, as mission is about 

sharing, giving and receiving. Christ Church Amsterdam defines a 

mission partner as an organisation or someone who feels called 

by God to serve in our city, or in another part of the world. They 

serve wherever God directs, mostly working with limited 

resources. There are many ways our congregations and groups  

can help them. They rely on the congregants of Christ Church 

Amsterdam sharing their time, talents and their giving to 

continue to bring hope.

Some of our relations with our mission partners are more 

structured and formal. Others are more informal, grown from 

personal relations or former congregants who embraced their 

calling. Some Mission Partners are supported by the Chaplaincy 

as a whole; others have been selected by one of the 

congregations, according to a recently adopted Mission Partner 

policy.

Below is a partial list of our partners.  You can read their 

testimonials and watch their videos our website: 

https://www.christchurch.nl/mission-partners/

Some of our Mission Partners include:

Our patron the Intercontinental Church Society;
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Mission Partners - Continued

Old Catholic and Anglican Airport Ministry at Schiphol Airport

Tyndale Theological Seminary;

Second Chance Ministries in Rwanda;
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Mission Partners - Continued

Children’s work in the Protestant Church in Beirut, Lebanon;

YWAM Singapore; 
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Mission Partners - Continued

Navigators;

Stichting Gave focused on Refugee work in the Netherlands;

And other mission partners such as Stichting Mozambique.
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Finance

Christ Church Amsterdam is fully financed by its members, 

both through bank transfers, the wallet function under the 

“Giving” tab of the Christ Church Amsterdam app and – to a 

lesser extent – through offerings during our services both in 

cash and by QR Code. Due to our relatively small electoral 

roll, generating sufficient funding to cover our expenses has 

been a challenge in recent years. However, in 2020 we 

realised a surplus of 23,000 euro in spite of Covid.

About half our income is used for clergy and other personnel 

expenses. Other spending categories include maintenance of 

our building, missionary giving (10% of income), church life 

ministry and administration. 

A copy of the treasurer’s report for 2020 as well as the 

financial report 2020 are attached for further detail. 

Over the years Christ Church has acquired two residential 

locations for the use of our clergy. During the interregnum 

these properties are used to generate income from short term 

rental. 

What We Want to Do (Where We 

Are Going)

Vision for the future of the chaplaincy

Looking forward, we aspire to be a growing, welcoming, 

vibrant chaplaincy that is integrated in the local community 

and provides strong preaching and committed pastoral care to 

all. We believe that we can return to being the larger 

congregations we once were, with the vibrancy of worship and 

fellowship that entailed.  This is possible while embracing our 

newly-found depth of relationship and opportunities for prayer 

ministry. 
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How We Will Do It

Plans to support the vision

Christ Church Amsterdam has a Mission Opportunity Fund -

we use awarded funds to support opening the building more 

often, reaching out to our local neighbourhoods and all who 

come to find us. At the moment we are cooperating closely 

with the owners of our building and architects to make the 

best use of our historic building. 

Over the years our vision process has included taking time 

away with a group, or as council to explore, pray and discuss 

our plans, as well as holding council and leadership team 

discussions around this topic. 

There are outreach moments - carols by candlelight, canal 

boat tours, drinks at Church for the neighbours that we 

regularly host. We plan to make the most of our 

anniversaries - this year the 10-year anniversary of our 

congregation at South East and our 250-year anniversary of 

Christ Church Amsterdam being in its current city centre

building. For the latter we were thrilled to hold a blessed 

weekend of activities, including tours, concerts, and two  

confirmation services, led by the Rt Rev. Bishop Innes. 

We are ready for the next phase in the life of our Chaplaincy, 

where we embrace the ongoing growth of the Christian life, 

from baptism, to confirmation to adult Bible-centred studies. 

Now, we look forward to working together under the 

leadership of our new Senior Chaplain to serve Christ, each 

other and all who walk through our doors in the beautiful city 

of Amsterdam. 
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Living in the Netherlands

The main accommodation offered for the chaplain is a 5-
bedroom family house with a garden, in Amstelveen, a leafy 
residential suburb of Amsterdam which is home to a good 
cross-section of Dutch families and expats from all over the 
world.

The property: 
large open kitchen/diner/living area

5 bedrooms

a pretty garden with patio and deck, and a garden shed for storage

in a residential neighbourhood with parking available

within walking distance of a local shopping centre and primary schools

a short bike ride to the town centre and local secondary schools

by bike or on public transport:

➢ 30 minutes to South Congregation's location

➢ 45 minutes to the church building on Groenburgwal

➢ 50 minutes to Congregation of the Holy Spirit's location

close to local tram and buses which go directly to different parts of 

Amsterdam.

Cycling is probably the easiest way to get around in the 
Netherlands, and public transport is comprehensive and 
reliable. Amstelveen is well connected to Amsterdam railway 
stations, and Schiphol airport is just a 20-minute drive away.
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Senior Chaplain’s Residence
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Education

It is anticipated that a chaplain with young children would 

want to enroll them into the Dutch primary school system.    

For non-Dutch speaking children joining primary school, 

Amstelveen runs special language schools to teach them 

Dutch for a year, before assisting them in streaming into 

their new classes. 

For older children, or as an alternative for younger children, 

there is the Amsterdam International Community School 

(South Amsterdam) which is largely subsidised by the Dutch 

state although certain extra fees would still need to be paid. 

See http://aics.espritscholen.nl/home/ . Some fee 

assistance may be available for secondary students needing 

to be in English speaking education, which can be discussed 

during the recruitment process. 

There are also other international schools in or around the 

Amstelveen area but these are independent from the Dutch 

system and charge substantial fees.

Living in Amsterdam

For lovers of an active lifestyle, the Netherlands offers many 

opportunities - cycling, walking, swimming, skating, dozens 

of local sports clubs and classes to name but a few.

Culturally, the new Senior Chaplain will be living within 

cycling distance of some of the world's best-known art, a 

world-class concert hall and orchestra (the Concertgebouw) 

and concert venues of every size, up to the Amsterdam Arena 

stadium. Travelling to venues in other cities is 

straightforward and quick.
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