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We are seeking to appoint an Incumbent for this new united benefice. 

A new pastoral scheme will bring the existing benefices of Briston and 
Briningham together.

Situated in a beautiful part of Norfolk close to the market town of Holt, 
the nine PCCs have made a unanimous decision to appoint a full-time 
Incumbent to lead us in our new combined mission.

A word from 

Bishop Jane Steen
The Bishop of Lynn

Thank you for your interest in the benefices of 
Briston and Briningham. 

The post of rector-designate of the new united 
benefice is an exciting and varied one, in which 
you will find committed laity, a Reader and small 
team of Authorised Worship Assistants, a genuine 
desire to make the Church and faith of Jesus 
relevant and attractive to the local communities, 
and good relationships between churches and 
communities alike. We hope to attract a full-time 
stipendiary incumbent of the calibre to lead this 
benefice into deeper discipleship so that the 
place of the church at the heart of the villages is 
attractively apparent to current and new residents 
alike. We will be praying for you as you discern 
whether God is calling you to be this incumbent.

A word from 

The Venerable Ian Bentley
Archdeacon of Lynn

The potential for this new group, with a 
population of about 5000, based on the busy 
village of Briston, is huge. The churches offer a 
variety of worship and there is scope for new 
work to reach out to as yet unchurched groups. 
As a diocese, we offer help to parishes seeking to 
reach new people, and you can learn more about 
this at the diocesan Mission Hub:: see www.
dioceseofnorwich.org/churches/mission-hub 

With an experienced Licensed Lay Minister 
(Reader) you will have a colleague to help 
you build the ministry team required  to give 
collegiality and service the parishes. Again, we 
offer help in the way forward for such a project. 
You will also be offered a mentor.

1. Introduction
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We hope and pray that our new Priest will help our churches as we work 
together to grow in faith, discipleship and numbers. Our current worship gives 
great variety, and our communities are friendly places where the churches have 
built up good local relationships. 

The person we seek will be prayerful, a good communicator, an enabler 
and will help to develop our Ministry Team to serve the new benefice. We would 
want them to be as visible as possible in our communities.

The pattern of services in both original benefices prior to COVID is 
emerging in a different way now. It would be a matter of initial discussion as to 
how this pattern works with a new incumbent. We have, as well as Carolyn Sexton, 
our Licensed Lay Minister, Authorised Worship Assistants and a number of retired 
clergy who have served the churches faithfully. We know that the survival of the 
church in the villages must include a wider ministry team and cannot be down to 
one incumbent alone. (Appendix A)

We have recognised that we can be stronger together, whilst keeping 
the distinctive feel of each village and church and are look for someone who can 
help us on this new journey.

The Vision of the Diocese under our new Bishop of Norwich is that we 
should be ‘Transformed by Christ: Prayerful, Pastoral and Prophetic.’ We would 
want this new vision to be at the heart of our planning as we seek to grow as 
disciples of Jesus Christ and as we work to expand the Kingdom of God in our 
communities. (Appendix B)

We offer a spacious Rectory in Briston, close to the church and with solar 
panels. There is a Licensed Lay Minister, a committed team of churchwardens 
and a hard-working laity. We have learnt to be self-sufficient in looking after our 
buildings and will not expect our new incumbent to spend time on them. Instead, 
we hope that they will lead us in ministry and mission.

We will work with you in establishing new ways of organising ourselves. 
Briston benefice is already looking at establishing a joint PCC and we know the 
future must be different in order that we may be as effective as possible in the 
mission of the church.

We are situated in the Deanery of Holt where Revd Richard Lawry is Rural 
Dean. This in turn is part of the Archdeaconry of Lynn led by The Right Reverend 
Jane Steen, Bishop of Lynn and the Venerable Ian Bentley, Archdeacon of Lynn. All 
these people will give active support to you and to the new benefice.
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The Briston and Briningham Benefices are in 
the process of joining together and our new 
Benefice of nine parishes needs a priest who 
has both a heart for rural ministry and a vision 
informed by breadth of perspective, training 
and experience. The post would suit someone 
who is already working in a rural environment, 
or someone wanting to switch to a country 
ministry. The parishes are seeking somebody 
who will be committed to working within and 
across the individual village communities, 

to bring to the Benefice a sense of common 
purpose and identity. Integral to this is the ability 
and willingness to work collaboratively and to 
delegate as appropriate. We hope they will also 
participate fully in wider local community life, for 
which the churches are important focal points.
The post will present many challenges and 
many rewards! Above all we pray that our new 
priest will bring spiritual guidance, discernment, 
encouragement, and an abundance of love 
grounded in personal prayer.

2. Our new benefice
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The countryside is largely agricultural, with occasional meadow and 
pastureland, and is quite wooded. It is quietly lovely, particularly 
around the Glaven valley. The parish of Briningham boasts the highest 
spot in all Norfolk.

We are close (easy cycling distance, or a short 
car journey) to a coast famed for its beauty and 
variety, from sandy beaches to small harbours, 
salt marshes, cliffs and shingle, and holiday 
resorts. The coast is also famed for its bird life. 
As well as wonderful ancient church and farm 
buildings and attractive villages, there are many 
local places of interest, from nature reserves and 
intriguing small museums to grand stately homes 
and parks. Painters and photographers find the 
light inspiring.

The nearest small town is Holt, much visited by 
holidaymakers and famous for Gresham’s School. 
For more everyday shopping Fakenham and 
Sheringham are both about a 20-minute drive 
away. Cromer (about 40 minutes) also has

 
supermarkets, as well as, unusually, a hospital, 
linked to the Norfolk and Norwich University 
Hospital. Kelling community hospital on the edge 
of Holt has 28 beds and offers local rehabilitation 
and end of life care.

Some places in our benefice still feel quite 
remote, so even in the height of summer it 
is possible to go on solitary walks. Norwich 
and Kings Lynn, with mainline train stations, 
are both only about 45 minutes’ drive away. 
However, Sheringham has a regular train service 
to Norwich where there’s a small airport on the 
edge of the city. There is a Monday – Saturday 
bus service connecting some of our villages to 
Norwich, Fakenham and Cromer with a more 
regular service from Briston.

3. Location

Preparing a cross of flowers for Easter Day Prayer Space at Astley Primary School
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As well as the charming countryside and the sea, the fresh air and the 
natural beauty, there are many other reasons to live here.

The vicarage, next to Briston Church in the 
middle of the village, is a modern well designed 
large four-bedroom house with solar panels and 
a double garage. 

The crime rate is low and there is a good 
community spirit, but there are undoubtedly 
some pockets of rural poverty. Excellent fresh 
food is available including local cheeses, ‘raw’ 

 
milk, fresh crabs and shellfish. There is a wide 
range of good pubs and restaurants in the area 
and outstanding music and arts festivals such as 
the Holt Festival in July. Theatres range from the 
Wells Maltings arts venue and Sheringham Little 
Theatre to the Norwich Theatre Royal. There is 
also the renowned Sainsbury Centre in Norwich, 
cinemas in Fakenham and Cromer, Fakenham 
Race Course, as well as thriving AmDram societies. 

4. Personal/family
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The village church is still for many people an important part of local 
community identity, even if they rarely or never attend services.

The summer fêtes are major, well-attended 
community events. People appreciate seeing 
‘the Vicar’ round and about, and there is 
generally a positive attitude toward the church. 
Christmas services and events such as the 
Briston village Christmas Tree Festival and Stody 
Christmas Eve Carol Service with live animals 
are key occasions when the churches can be full 
to capacity. Easter is less of a wider community 
festival, but still of importance in terms of 
traditional habits of church attendance, and 
Harvest Festivals are always popular. Weddings, 
christenings, and funerals are variable in 
number, but at times can fill the diary.

Briston church has good links with the local 
Astley Primary School; our licensed lay minister 
is also a school governor and has established 
with a member of the congregation regular 
assemblies, an after-school group, Messy Saints 
and Prayer Space. Open the Book normally runs 
fortnightly in term time at the nursery. Other 
initiatives which have proved to be successful 
are Pasada and the Christingle service at 
Christmas, Time to be Still during Advent and 
Lent, plus a regular House group.
 

Fund raising brings the communities together 
and is well supported by many who do not come 
to our services.

The Briston & District News, which is distributed 
free every month to every household, is a 
church-initiated magazine that carries general 
community information and adverts for all kinds 
of practical services. We very much hope that 
In Touch – the Briningham Benefice magazine, 
could be combined with the Briston one.
 
A number of Briston congregation members 
are also involved with the local Salvation Army, 
which runs a food bank in times of need, for 
which the church collects food. The annual World 
Day of Prayer Service is jointly delivered across 
denominations.

The Holt Area Caring Society operates a volunteer 
driver scheme for taking people to health 
appointments, and quite a number of drivers 
and users of the scheme live in our area. There 
is also a much-used independently run Youth 
Project in Holt, which although not a ‘Christian’ 
organisation, is supported by Holt church, and 
serves the wider area.

5. Role of the church
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The local economy is mainly farming and tourism, with some light 
industry and professional and service jobs. Some of the farming is 
large-scale and intensive. The pretty smaller villages now include some 
second-home owners who have bought property in this area, and 
often settle here for retirement.

There are families who have lived here for 
generations (though property prices now make 
it hard for young people to stay in the area.). 
Equally many people moved here on retirement 
from other parts of the country. The contiguous 
villages of Briston/Melton Constable form a kind 
of mini ‘metropolis’ (combined population in 
the 2011 census c.3,060, with significantly more 
housing built since).

Melton consists largely of houses built for 
railway workers in the 19th century when this 
was an important junction and route to the 
Midlands. Briston, which never had a wealthy 
landlord, is an eclectic mix and supports many 
thriving small businesses.

Between them Briston and Melton have 5 shops 
including a family run high quality award winning 
butchers and a fresh fish shop, plus 2 post office 
counters, 2 public houses, and 3 takeaways, not 
to mention 2 antique shops, an artisanal bakery/

café and two garages. There is another lovely pub 
in Hunworth -the Hunnybell – well used by locals 
and visitors alike.  All local services are within a 
few short miles. Property prices in Briston/Melton 
are not as high as in the smaller villages, and 
there is a generally younger population, with a 
mix of ages and socio- economic groups.

Astley Primary School has over 200 children, 
which caters for children from a wide area. The 
volunteer-run Youth group is very popular and 
operates from Briston. As well as the village 
halls in other villages in the Benefice, Briston 
has no fewer than 3 community buildings, and 
numerous local clubs, all of which are well used.
Although the main GP surgery is in Holt, there is a 
branch surgery at Melton Constable.

There are care homes in Hindolveston, Swanton 
Novers and Thornage offering care to the elderly, 
mentally ill and those with learning disabilities.

6. Demographic

Cream tea fundraiser
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The creation of a new enlarged Benefice will present challenges, to 
which the new Priest will bring their own particular gifts, to facilitate a 
fresh sense of mission among the congregations.

Over the last few years in Briston and Melton 
Constable, many family houses have been 
built which brings exciting new opportunities 
for mission. There is a thirst for Biblical and 
theological teaching, and openness to new 
experiences of liturgy in some of the parishes –  
as well as, of course, deep attachment to familiar 
forms of worship. During lockdown Zoom 
services from Briston were well attended and 
appreciated.  We hope that online technology 
can enable those who cannot come to church to 

share virtually in live worship. The new 
Priest will, we hope, wish to work with all 
congregations to nurture vocations in helping 
to lead worship and to explore opportunities 
to share the love of God in our communities. 
It goes without saying that medieval church 
buildings do not look after themselves! 
However, these buildings testify to faith and 
hope and only through faith and hope, together 
as the Body of Christ in this place, can the 
material challenge they pose be addressed.

7. Challenges and opportunities

Open the Book in Briston Church with the nursery children



Our Benefice is currently made up of four churches, although St Mary’s, 
Burgh Parva is now used only for weddings and funerals.

Within the benefice our spiritual life has been 
enhanced by a regular house group and quiet 
reflection during Advent and Lent which we 
would like to see being developed further, with 
more focus on prayer in the future and perhaps 
going on a retreat as a group.

Our calendar of regular social events, which 
includes fundraising brings the community 
together. The Christmas Tree Festival, fêtes, shared 
meals and coffee mornings are all very popular.

We work well together across the benefice, 
supporting each other as much as we can and 
are also realistic and know that decisions and 
changes will need to take place in the future. It 
is therefore even more important that we take 
a more missional approach as a united team to 
attract others to Christ and being seen working 
practically to help those in need.

Our vision is for someone to take us forward to 
the next chapter, building on what has been 
successful but enable us to become more 
outward looking, whilst helping us to develop 
the spiritual life of the congregation and 
wider community. We believe there are huge 
possibilities for a more missional approach with 
so many families and teenage children in the 
village now; we look forward to developing this 
further in the future with our new incumbent.

This is also an opportunity to re look at our patterns 
of worship together to respond to the changing 
needs of the congregation. It is interesting to see 
how Zoom has brought us all much closer together.

We believe that by teamwork and supporting and 
encouraging the gifts in others we can become 

more visible and active in serving the needs 
of our benefice. Encouraging and supporting 
those with a calling to become Authorised 
Worship Assistants and Licensed Lay Ministers 
would enlarge the ministry team and make new 
developments possible and more sustainable.

8. Overview of existing benefices
8a. The Briston Benefice

Population from the 
2011 census:
 
Briston:   2,439

Melton Constable for 
Melton Park & Burgh Parva:  618

Hindolveston:   598

Centenary Celebration WW2 Hindolveston Church

11



12

The six small villages and medieval churches which make up the 
Briningham Benefice are located between the large village of Briston 
(with Melton Constable) and the market town of Holt, home to 
Gresham’s School. Whilst part of the parish of Briningham itself includes 
the highest point in all of Norfolk, our villages mostly lie in gently hilly 
terrain within the Glaven Valley catchment area – countryside which 
slopes down to the North Sea at Cley and Blakeney. All six villages are 
within a Conservation area.

8b. The Briningham Benefice

As they have not had a Vicar for some two years, 
the Briningham benefice churches are used to 
being self-sufficient – arranging service rotas, 
organising visiting clergy, holding PCC meetings 
and even APCMs.

Before Covid, the pattern of services was one 
a month in each Church, Holy Communion 
alternating with Morning Prayer, with the 4th 
Sunday (and 5th) being a rotating benefice service. 
We should very much wish to increase the number 
of services in our individual churches.

We shall welcome the right candidate with open 
arms. However, we understand that much of their 
time and energy will inevitably be focused on 
Briston where there is the greatest opportunity 
for development and growth. We will be 
delighted to have a strong Vicar to whom we can 
turn for advice, assistance and spiritual guidance 
– and yes, to take some services for us – but we 
do not expect to be waited on hand and foot!
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All Saints, Briston

Briston is the largest village within this benefice with a population now 
of approximately 3,000 and is where the Rectory is situated. It is the first 
parish on the river Bure from which it derived its original name, Burston.

The population of Briston has increased 
significantly over the last fifteen years with new 
housing estates being built which mainly consist 
of houses for families. The village is well served 
by local shops and family run businesses; it also 
has a large primary school that accepts children 
from a wider area.

This growth in population is where we feel there 
are opportunities to build on the successful work 
that has already been developed with children of 
nursery and primary school age.

The Astley Primary School feeds into one of the 
best secondary schools in the county, Reepham 
High School, and where excellent relationships 
have been established over recent years. Prayer 
Space now takes place over two days and 
includes all 200 children; it has also become a 
valued annual event by the teaching staff. Our 
Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) leads the two 
teams, who offer Open the Book to the older 
nursery children and Messy Saints: an after- 
school group for children of primary age with one 
of their parents (or a grandparent) joining in. She 
is also a school governor and takes assemblies 
with a retired teacher who is also a member of 
the congregation, normally twice a term.

All Saints Briston currently has a service every 
Sunday apart from one, plus a Zoom service each 
month which includes people who don’t normally 
attend church. Our Licensed Lay Minister in the 
past has taken one to two services across the 
benefice monthly and funerals on a regular basis.

The beginnings of the present church, All Saints, 
dates from the thirteenth century, but there has 
been a church on the present site since Saxon 
times. It is a large church but very simple in its 
decoration. 

9. Thumbnail sketches of the Parishes
9a. The Briston Benefice

Prayer Space at Astley Primary School
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St Peter’s is an attractive Norman church which was first consecrated 
in 1092. It has strong ties with the Astley Family who originally owned 
Melton Hall and Melton Park Estate. Although the hall and estate have 
long since been sold the church remains an important part of the  
local community.

Set in beautiful rural surroundings and visually 
very pleasing it is a popular church for weddings 
and baptisms. The annual church fête is very 
well supported, people travelling quite a 
distance to attend.

Services are currently offered once a month but 
normally would be double this, alternating
between BCP and Common Worship and are well 
attended. The church is currently open for visitors 
and prayer on request.

Last year a container was sited near the church, 
within the woods and converted to provide a 
toilet plus a kitchen sink and storeroom. This 
will be of great benefit to those who travel miles 
to come to weddings and funerals as well as 
providing refreshments after services.

 St Peter’s, Melton Constable

A Service for Healing at Briston
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Services before Covid were held twice a month with a service for “the 
young in heart” taken by our lay minister four times a year to attract 
some young families.

The congregation apart from three people on 
the PCC is almost entirely made up of residents 
of Briston apart from Remembrance Sunday 
and Christmas Eve when all the spaces are taken 
although fundraising events are well supported 
during the year.

We need help to know how best to move 
forward within this rural village which is mainly 
supported by the other parishes now. It is clear 
that ministry is valued but there is little practical 
support from the local community, many of 
whom tend to move on after a short time to 
larger villages with amenities.

Hindolveston is a rural village with ancient Viking 
roots and has seen many changes over the years. 
Although the population has increased, sadly all 
the local facilities have closed, leaving only a farm 
shop selling high quality meat.

 
In normal times, an annual a craft fair weekend 
is held showing the creativity that lies within the 
village, everything from wood carving to knitted 
garments.

St George’s Church was built in 1933 and 
replaced what is known as the Old Church of St 
George after part of it fell and was no longer safe. 
The large graveyard is still used and is a quiet and 
peaceful place to visit.

The PCC has been successful in obtaining  lottery 
grants recently for the adjacent church room -. 
to re furbish the kitchen and to make safe and 
upgrade the hall itself. Work will commence this 
autumn on the latter which will be a great asset 
to the church and community in the future.

St George the Martyr,  Hindolveston

Local Nursery’s Craft Work for Easter
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The original church was situated 
within the village of Burgh Parva 
but ceased to be used in 1668 and 
now lies in ruins. A new corrugated 
iron clad church was built in 1903, 
in the grounds of the older church 
and in recent years has been 
painted in vibrant colours.

The aim was to serve the residences of Melton 
Constable which until 1960 was a busy railway 
village. Much has changed since then and the 
number of people coming to the church services 
reduced to such an extent that it is now only 
used for weddings and funerals since the church 
warden retired last December.

St Mary’s, Burgh Parva

Posada in the Briston Benefice
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St Maurice is a simple medieval church tucked away in the village, with a 
footpath that runs through the churchyard. As the church is always open 
walkers and village people know they are welcome to pop in, and they do.

Briningham has one street running away from 
the B1110, with houses of different periods and 
size. There are 48 homes with some outlying 
properties and the population is about 105. In 
a small village, everyone knows each other and 
there is a good atmosphere. The only public 
buildings are the church and village hall. People 
care for the church and are part of the flower 
arranging rota as well as tending family graves.

We are keen to have social as well as religious 
events in the church. There have been concerts, 
talks, art exhibitions and many fun gatherings. In 
the summer the church fête is held in the 

grounds of Briningham House. Most village 
people help, making this a happy communal 
time that raises money for the valued church. The 
role of the church is a place of prayer, peace, care, 
friendliness and growth. It is of great importance 
for Briningham.
 
For the future our wish would be to have a 
regular pattern of services with a strong
theological and spiritual leadership. St Maurice 
will always welcome those from other parishes 
and looks forward to making new friends in 
worship, being hosts, visiting and supporting 
other parishes in an enlarged Benefice.

9b. The Briningham Benefice

St Maurice, Briningham
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Brinton is a small, attractive village set in a valley of the River Glaven. 

The centre of the village, with its green and village 
sign is surrounded by Georgian architecture and 
the 14th century church of St Andrew.

Within the village there are two working farms, 
families, working & retired professionals, second 
homeowners and seasonal holiday visitors.
The village comprises 46 houses of which 7 are 
second homes/holiday lets and 2 are presently 
empty. We have a total of 56 resident adults and 7 
school age children.

There are 5 on the electoral roll and four regular 
churchgoers from the village. The small PCC is 
supported in its fabric fundraising efforts by the 
Friends of Brinton, a village amenity society, and 
village residents. While Covid lockdowns have 
stopped us from organising fund raising events, 
plans are afoot for the future. We hope to be able 
to carry out work identified in the quinquennial in 
the immediate future.
 

The church is well cared for with regular cleaning 
and fresh flowers for each service. The under-
pew heating is appreciated, and lighting and 
electrics have been brought up to date. We 
have a delightful Georgian organ and a very 
accomplished organist, as well as talented singers 
in our congregation.

Services have alternated between BCP and 
Common Worship. Our popular Christmas Carol 
Concert featuring Double Octave is hugely 
successful and comprises carols, readings and 
poetry followed by mulled wine and seasonal 
nibbles.

We would welcome with enthusiasm a priest who 
cares about people enough to commit to pastoral 
care, who embraces the church tradition and, if 
possible, one with an informed musical approach 
to the church service.

St Andrew, Brinton
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Hunworth sits in a valley beside the River Glaven, halfway between 
Briston and Holt. Many people know Hunworth Greens from their 
regular drive to Holt from Briston and Melton Constable.

Hunworth is on a regular bus route which runs 
from Cromer to King’s Lynn. On one side of the 
Greens is the Hunworth Bell Pub, which with its 
large car park, atmospheric Bar and spacious 
dining areas, make the Hunnybell a popular 
choice for locals & visitors alike Around 120 
people live in the village with only a few second 
homes/holiday lets.

The wooden Village Hall, shared between 
Hunworth and Stody, is well used and is run by 
an enthusiastic Committee of volunteers from 
both villages.

During the first COVID Lockdown, the Hall 
Committee organised a much-needed makeover 
of the interior, which now looks splendid. Annual 
events include a Harvest Supper, a winter Quiz 
and monthly Coffee Mornings. It also works well 
as a venue for wakes and post baptism lunches.

The church of St. Lawrence stands at the far end 
of the village from the Greens, surrounded by a 
tranquil churchyard. St. Lawrence’s boasts a plain 
white interior which for many people evokes 
a Scandinavian simplicity. We have only three  
people on our PCC, but our services on special 
days are well-attended and we always serve 
refreshments afterwards. 

Our Carols by the Pub event each year draws lots 
of people around a burning brasier to sing and 
raise money for Hunworth Church and selected 
local charities. We much look forward to working 
with a new Rector and with our counterparts in 
the Briston Benefice. 

St Lawrence, Hunworth
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Standing on a small hill, St. Mary’s is a round-towered Grade 1 listed 
Saxon building. It is a very light church with little stained glass, although 
what there is represent very fine examples, dating from the fifteenth 
century. The massive Purbeck Marble font dates from the thirteenth 
Century. The oak roof is splendid, especially its vaulting where the very 
high transepts join the Nave.

Other than during the pandemic, the church is 
always open and attracts many visitors and at 
night, the tower is illuminated.

Stody is really a hamlet with some thirty or so 
houses, only a few of which are holiday homes. 
Given such a small population, our average 
service attendance of fifteen is remarkable. We 
have two Churchwardens living in the village 
who are ably supported by an active PCC.

Some villagers rarely attend Church, other than 
perhaps for festival services, but most feel that 

St. Mary’s represents the essential character of 
the village and are happy to help “in kind” with 
flowers, maintenance etc. In Summer we hold a 
party for the whole village in the Churchyard – 
for fun, not fund raising! On Christmas Eve our 
Carol Service, with local farmyard animals in 
attendance, attracts more than a hundred people 
of all ages from Stody and neighbouring villages.

Refreshments are served after services and we 
actively seek to welcome locals and visitors 
alike and make them feel part of the Stody 
community.

St Mary’s, Stody
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A large and impressive village hall was built a few 
years ago and has a kitchen together with toilets and 
shower facility. The hall is well used for local events 
as well as weddings and meetings. A fortnightly 
coffee morning is held, open to all the village, to 
allow people to meet, particularly those who may be 
isolated. A children’s play area adjoins the Hall.

The church of St Edmund’s lies just outside the 
main village and can be reached by a narrow lane 
or, if by foot, along a footpath. The Patron is Lord 
Hastings, owner of the Astley Estate. St Edmund’s 
stands surrounded by farmland with the graveyard 
around it. 
 

The church is a mixture of architecture some 
Victorian, some more recent. Electricity is the 
only utility provided. Wall heaters and bottled gas 
provide heating, and in the winter the church takes 
a while to warm up. Parking is possible on the edge 
of a field just past the church. The organ was rebuilt 
in the sixties and is regularly serviced. At the rear is 
a stone font with the vestry being found near the 
altar, to one side. Congregations are generally small 
from the village but often with members of other 
churches within the benefice attending. Most of the 
congregation are retirees.

Harvest Festival and Christmas Carol services are 
well supported with holiday home visitors joining in. 
Harvest Festival is followed by a supper in the village 
hall with usually around thirty people attending.

St Edmunds, Swanton Novers

Swanton Novers is a village of about 120 residents. It is surrounded by 
the Astley Estate which manages the land organically. There are some 
20 holiday homes in the village. For shopping and medical facilities, the 
villages of Melton Constable and Briston are a short distance away.
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All Saints’ Church is situated in the centre of the village. The first recorded 
Lord of the Manor was Almere, Bishop of Elmham in 1047, he was followed 
by subsequent bishops who were all Lords of the Manor, until Henry Vlll.

The church has Saxon long and short work on the 
corner of the tower and two Norman windows. It 
was completely restored in 1898.

Inside there are signs of a minstrels’ gallery which 
was removed in 1898. In the Chancel is the tomb 
of Sir William Butt whose father was the chief 
physician to Henry Vlll. There are two extensive 
churchyards, one old and full and the other in use 
at the present time. The organ is a lovely small pipe 
organ donated by a large, local country house. In 
2019, the average service attendance was 15.

Recent improvements have included the 
construction of a small kitchen and a toilet.
This is the only church in the benefice with 
these facilities making it a convenient venue for 
meetings and social activities. We hold coffee 
mornings, Parish Council meetings and other 
village activities.

There are approximately115 houses in Thornage 
but around 25% are holiday lets or second 
homes. The village is also home to Thornage 
Hall,a community caring for adults with learning 
difficulties. In recent times it has been difficult 
to involve Thornage Hall in village activities but 
we look forward to being able to welcome the 
residents to our church services again. In the 
past, the church fête has been a feature of village 
life and hopefully this can be revived in future.

The Benefice magazine, currently published 
online, covers all the church service details as 
well as news from each parish The production is 
undertaken in Thornage by a village organisation 
on behalf of the Churchwardens of the 
Briningham Benefice.

All Saints’, Thornage
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We hope and pray that our new incumbent will be:

• a strong communicator,
•  a team player who will release the gifts of 

God’s people, encouraging and equipping,
• a good manager and delegator,
•  someone who enjoys working with children, 

maximising the benefits of the local school 
and of children’s groups and making 
connections with young families,

 

•  a people person, someone with warmth and 
humour who will be a visible presence in each 
community,

•  able to bring their own gifts and interests 
which they will develop in our parishes,

•  someone who recognises the importance of 
good pastoral care and being present with 
people inside and outside of the church 
communities.

10. Person Profile

The requisite permissions have been sought and granted 
for use of all photographs in this publication.

And finally,
This is a new project, to which the people of the churches and the diocesan leadership are fully 
committed. You won’t be on your own: a vibrant deanery, great people and a diocese with a new vision. 
We look forward to meeting you.
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Church Services before Covid in the Briston Benefice

Please note that this includes services at Burgh Parva which is now only used for weddings and funerals.

1st Sunday 9.15am St Peter’s Communion never BCP. 11am Briston All Saints Family Service

2nd Sunday Burgh Parva 9.15am always BCP. Hindolveston 11am either Family or Eucharistic (never BCP) 

3rd Sunday Briston 9.30am Communion. 11am St Peter’s Communion (never BCP)

4th Sunday Hindolveston 9.30am Either Family or Eucharistic (never BCP) Burgh Parva 11am always BCP 
and Briston, 11am Family Service (taken by our Licensed Lay Minister)

5th Sunday Benefice Service Communion 11am rotating round the benefice during the year

Appendix A

… and in the Briningham Benefice, each village had one to two services a month prior 

to lockdown.

Coming out of lockdown and with no Vicar, the Briningham Benefice has agreed a rota of services and 
visiting clergy have been organized to provide each church with a service every 5 to 6 weeks. 
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Imagining the future.

Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly” (John 10.10). We see the 
ministry of the whole diocese as being about 
how we live our life together for the flourishing 
of every person in every place. Any vision should 
help the local church to flourish and grow in 
confidence that we are loved by God.

Jesus also said, “If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me” (Matthew 16.24). The heart of our 
mission is about being open to, and enabling 
others to discover, a life transformed by Christ.

We join in Christ’s mission, conscious of the five 
marks of mission of the Anglican Communion, 
through responding to God and the world.

We will prayerfully proclaim the Good News 
of the Kingdom, rooting ourselves in Scripture 
and the sacraments. We will wait upon God in 
stillness, contemplation and intercession. Our 
corporate prayer, an ongoing conversation with 
God, will embrace traditional, fresh expressions, 
online and evolving models of being Church.

We will pastorally model the ministry of the 
whole people of God after Jesus the good 
shepherd. We will respond with loving service 
to the needs of the communities where we live 
and work, and teach, baptise and nurture new 
believers.

We will prophetically speak out and act, with 
the fire of the Holy Spirit, challenging injustice, 
confronting violence, and working for peace 
and reconciliation. We will seek to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and sustain and renew the 
life of the earth.

Being open to all of this will enable God in Jesus 
to accomplish far more than all we can ask or 
imagine (Ephesians 3.20). If we allow the Holy 
Spirit to breathe God’s divine life into our human 
plans, much more will be made of them, for God 
can bring abundance from scarcity.

We are called to be faithful, as God is always 
faithful to us. By prayerfully placing the life of the 
diocese where our sails can best catch the wind of 
the Holy Spirit, God will take us where God wills.

Appendix B

Vision and priorities for our life together
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The vision for the Diocese of Norwich 2021 – 2026:

Various pieces of work emerge from the three priorities within the vision

Prayerful

•  We will deepen our prayer 
life and learning and 
provide a sense of belonging 
within worship offered in a 
range of styles for all ages.

•  We will equip people in 
evangelism to find ways to 
share their faith during the 
week and be invitational to 
others to join the life of their 
local Church, recognising the 
particular need to engage 
with children, young people 
and families.

•  We will live a life of 
generous stewardship in 
response to God’s gifts to us.

Pastoral

•  We will promote and 
equip the variety of lay 
and ordained ministries, 
knowing that all are invited to 
hear God’s call and selflessly 
respond in loving service.

•  We will have honest 
conversations leading to 
decisions about the mission 
potential, viability and ways 
to ease the burden of our 
church buildings, many 
of which are treasured 
places of holiness, stillness 
and memory, whilst also 
exploring new possibilities 
for planting and nurturing 
Christian communities.

•  We will encourage every 
church community and 
church school to be 
engaged somehow, often 
in partnership, in loving 
service to its local, diocesan 
and world neighbours.

Prophetic

•  We will ensure an active 
priestly or lay worker/
enabler presence in 
our lowest economic 
communities as we seek 
to address the growing 
inequalities in our society.

•  We will seek to become a 
safe Church for all and one 
that embraces diversity and 
radical Christian inclusion.

•  We will work to ensure that 
ecological concerns are 
integral to our life together 
as we care for our single 
island planet home.

Transformed by Christ: 
Prayerful, Pastoral, Prophetic


