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The Parishes of 

Brant Broughton with Stragglethorpe & Beckingham, 

Leadenham and Welbourn 

St. Michael & All Angels’, 

Stragglethorpe 

St. Helen’s, Brant Broughton 
All Saints, Beckingham 

St. Swithun’s, Leadenham 

St. Chad’s, Welbourn 

“May Almighty God bless all who enter these lovely 

and holy Churches”    

At one of the Group 

Lent Lunches 2018 
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Our Group 

We are four villages and one hamlet in rural mid-west Lincolnshire, close to the Nottinghamshire 

border, with excellent access to the A1 and the East Coast mainline railway.  

Our Parishes are held in Plurality and we work together as a Mission Community. The furthest    

distance between any of the villages is just over 5 miles. All are accessible either from the A17 or 

A607. The largest village has a population of 600+ and the smallest 300.  

Congregations are very supportive and we are looking for an         

Incumbent who will live and preach the Gospel and understand  

rural ministry; who will be open to the challenge of appealing to 

the wider community and encouraging them to join the          

congregation; who will visit the sick, the bereaved and those in 

need; who will inspire and encourage us to work together as a 

group and possess a good sense of humour!  

At present we have a pattern of services which gives each church two services a month during the 

winter and three services in the summer, although two of the parishes continue with their evening 

services throughout the year. 

With three Church primary schools, a secondary academy and a special school as well as two   

nursing homes, there is a wide scope for the right person. 

We have two retired priests, one lay reader and two 

ALMs in the group in addition we also have five people 

who are licensed to administer the Chalice. There is a 

Group Choir which sings at festivals. 

The four bedroomed Rectory is in Leadenham, next to St. 

Swithun’s Church, about which further details will be 

found on page 10. 

 

Being equidistant from Lincoln, Grantham, Newark and Sleaford there is 

a plethora of shops and services abounding in all these towns.  There are 

mainline stations at both Grantham and Newark and the bus service   

between Lincoln and Grantham is hourly during normal working hours, 

and slightly less often before and after. 

Front view of the Rectory 

St. Swithun’s from the Rectory 

garden 

Members of the Group choir enjoying 

a rehearsal break! 
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Our Aims 

During the next five years we hope to 

• Improve the mission and outreach 

of our churches in order to         

increase our congregations . 

• Build on the relationship which 

each of the Churches has with the 

schools, pupils and parents in its 

village. 

• Hold Bible study and other groups 

for the existing congregations to help them become more confident in 

their faith. 

• Each of the churches in the 

 group has raised huge sums 

 of  money over the past five 

 years and each one still has 

 goals which will be  

 explained in the individual 

 descriptions. 

 

 

Who might fit this role? 

• A spiritual leader who will help us to develop and grow into a strong,    

faithful and confident group of people and will assist us in facing the 

challenges which lie ahead. 

• Someone who can help us attract greater 

numbers but also care for the faithful older 

members in our congregations. 

• Someone with a natural ability to relate 

comfortably to everyone with a vision and 

passion for rural ministry and a pastoral 

heart. 

Lunch following Group Service with the 

Archdeacon of Lincoln 

Scene from performance during 2016 Group 

Summer School 

The Group Choir singing al fresco! 
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Beckingham 
 
Small, attractive, welcoming village just off 
A17.  Close to Newark's major road & rail 
links. Well maintained Medieval church. 
 
CONGREGATION. 
Small, but devoted. Festivals are well 
attended. 
 
OUR AIM 
To learn how to deepen our  discipleship, 
to become more confident in our outreach 
& mission. To draw in more parishioners, 
promoting worship as enjoyable and relevant to everyone.  
 
THE FUTURE. 
We very much want to adapt the interior of the church, to create a more versatile space 
for community and public events 
We need someone to help us grow into an important, vibrant part of our community 
 

 

 

Brant Broughton with Stragglethorpe 

Brant Broughton and the small hamlet of  

Stragglethorpe lie either side of the A17 in open 

country. They cover an area of nearly 3000 acres and 

have a population of 600+. There is a wide range of 

housing, the majority of which is owner occupied, 

with some social housing, council bungalows for the 

elderly and almshouses, and a variety of occupations. 

Brant Broughton has a range of amenities, including 

an “Outstanding” Church of England and Methodist         

Controlled primary school of nearly 100 children 

which also serves neighbouring villages, a residential 

college for young people with autism, pub, village 

hall, playing field, heritage room, fire station, and a shop which is open daily with an   

outreach post office once a week. There is also in Brant Broughton a Friends’ Meeting 

House dating from 1701 and a Weslyan Reform Chapel. 

Home Bible Study Group 

St. Helen’s across the fields 
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The two Grade 1 listed medieval churches—St. Helen’s, 
Brant Broughton and St. Michael and All Angels at         
Stragglethorpe—are both in a good state of repair and have 
featured in  various publications including Simon Jenkins’ 
book: “The Thousand Best Churches in England”. They re-
ceive many  visitors, often drawn to St. Helen’s by the view 
of its 198 feet high spire seen clearly from the A17. Between 
1991 and 2010 a cleaning programme was undertaken in St. 
Helen’s and in various stages during that time all the ceilings 

and walls were professionally cleaned and restored. 
 
In the last two years the bells have been removed and necessary 
work carried out on them and on the bell frame, together with  
major work in the tower. Unfortunately the lead on the north aisle 
roof was stolen in 2016 and it is planned to replace this with a   
substitute material. However, it is very soundly felted giving us time 
to raise the necessary funding.  
 
Our current pattern of services at St. Helen’s is varied with 
“something for everyone”, ranging from traditional Book of  
Common Prayer Holy Communion, Common Worship Parish  
Communions, Family Services, Evensong and Compline. We would 
like to build up our children’s work and happily there are close links with the Primary School 

who come to church for special services throughout the school year. 
Occasional services are held at St. Michael’s including a Group      
Service in the Summer and an extremely well attended Carol Service. 
The Electoral roll is 55 and we have an authorised lay minister who 
has recently been taking Evensong and is also licenced to administer 
the Chalice. Church attendance has held up reasonably well and we 
receive a great deal of support from the village. We continue to pay 
our Parish Share in full. 
 
The Church is open every day and we are keen to make it available as 
much as possible; eg for the last three years the village produce 
show has taken place in the nave, a Nottinghamshire Brass Band has 
included St. Helen’s in its concert venues,  and an exhibition of 

stained glass lanterns made by a community group for ArtsNK (North Kesteven) which came to 
St. Helen’s from Boston Stump is currently on show. 
 
We have a good relationship with the Quaker Meeting House and Wesleyan Reform Chapel in 
Brant Broughton and recently worked together to host in St. Helen’s a concert by the East of 
England Singers. 

ArtsNK stained glass    

lanterns 

A “full house” enjoying  
the concert 

Some younger members of our          
congregation 
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Leadenham 

Is a traditional rural village with a population of 

about 300. It has light industry, a post office and Tea 

House, farm shop, petrol station with attached Spar 

shop, car showroom and servicing centre, stables, 

polo club and hotel. It has an excellent Church of 

England, Aided Primary School and Little Acorns 

Pre-school. The Sir William Robertson Academy is 

half a mile from the centre of the village just over 

the parish boundary in Welbourn. The Primary 

School has a good relationship with the Church 

where it holds assemblies regularly. The head 

teacher writes that the hopeful expectation for 

our incumbent would be for someone to work 

with the school, who has a good rapport with the children and parents and who would be 

keen to be an active member of the school  

community and its Church School ethos. 

The village hall was opened in 1999. It hosts visiting 

theatre groups, keep fit, yoga, art club, etc and    

adjoining sports field with all weather court,   

bowling green and children’s play area. 

St. Swithun’s Church is a Grade 1 listed 13th       

century building. The Chancel ceiling, which was 

painted by A.W. Pugin in 1841 whilst staying with 

the then parish priest, has been cleaned and       

restored.  The Chancel, Nave and Aisle roofs have been replaced thanks to generous 

grants from English Heritage and an enormous fundraising effort from the village. We 

hope to install a lavatory and servery in the future.  

Currently our pattern of worship includes Book of 

Common Prayer Holy Communion, Common      

Worship Eucharist with hymns, Compline, which is 

taken by the Churchwardens, and special services 

for celebratory occasions. 

The 2017 Parish Share was paid in full. There are 27 

people on the Electoral Roll. There are two people 

licenced to administer the Chalice. 
Altar decorated for the Flower Festival in 2015 

People enjoying Brunch  
in the Village Hall 

Palm Sunday 2018 

St. Swithun’s 

Church 
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Welbourn 

Is an attractive village just off the A607 Lincoln/

Grantham road. It is a community of approx. 650 

people which is well served by two schools, a shop, 

Post Office and hairdressers; a pub and an hourly 

bus service running between Lincoln and Grantham. 

There are two residential/nursing homes providing 

employment for local people. Other employment 

comes from farming, engineering, nearby RAF       

bases, construction businesses and in various other 

forms in Lincoln and nearby towns of Newark, Sleaford and Grantham. The village benefits from 

a varied housing stock which has helped to attract and keep young couples in the community 

with several first time buyers. Our modern  village hall provides activities most days and houses 

some of our various social and fundraising events. The large playing field and ancient            

monument of Castle Hill are attractive meeting    places for our young people. The village     

community is actively involved in the life of the Church supporting us vigorously with           

fundraising and social events and by attending in large numbers our major festivals. 

St. Chad’s is a beautiful Church in a generally good state of repair. It has a fine peal of eight bells 

that attracts ringers from all over the country. We have a splendid organ and are well supported 

by two organists. We have recently renewed the roof thanks to a successful grant application to 

English Heritage and a lot of determined fundraising. A “state of the art” sound system has been 

installed providing music from CDs, a lectern mic, a radio mic for the Priest and an induction 

loop which enables those with hearing aids to hear clearly. 

Each month we enjoy four Communion Services, three of which are Common Worship, and a 

Book of Common Prayer service on the third 

Thursday in the month specifically for the     

older members of our Congregation. 

Our congregation is in the range of 12/20      

rising to approximately 150 for major services. 

We have a close and long standing relationship 

with our Church Primary School who regularly 

devise and run their own services in Church, eg 

Harvest Festivals, Remembrance Day, etc. 

There is an opportunity to extend this relationship and to develop links with our local  senior 

school, Sir William Robertson High School. 

There are now 71 on the electoral roll, 1 retired priest and three licenced to administer the 

Chalice. 

Welbourn School pupils 

After a pet service 
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Location 

Pattern of Services 

Sunday in 

Month / Parish 

1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 

St. Helen’s,  

Brant Broughton 

10.30am Parish 

Communion 

CW/Morning 

Service (with 

Hymns) 

6pm Evensong 

in Summer 

9am BCP Said 

Holy  

Communion 

No Service 

St. Chad’s,  
Welbourn 

9am Said Holy 

Communion 

10.30am Parish 

Communion/

Morning Service 

(with Hymns) 

No Service 6pm Said Holy 

Communion 

St. Swithun’s, 

Leadenham 

No Service 9am BCP Holy 

Communion 

6pm Compline 

in Summer 

10.30am CW     

Parish Communion 

(with Hymns) 

All Saints’, 

Beckingham 

6pm Compline No Service 10.30am Parish 

Communion 

(with Hymns) 

9am Said Holy 

Communion CW 

In addition Welbourn has a said BCP Holy Communion on the 4th Thursday of each month. 

Stragglethorpe has approximately 2 Services a year, a Group Service in the Summer and a  

Christmas Carol Service. 

5th Sundays  The churches (including St. Michael and All Angels, Stragglethorpe) take it in turn. 
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Facts, figures, etc 

Parish Share: 
All the parishes make every effort to pay Parish 
Share.  The figure for the Plurality is sent annually 
from the Diocesan Director of Finance to the     
Mission Community Council (MCC) who divide the 
amount proportionately according to population. 
In 2017 three of the parishes paid its share in full 
and one paid 70.5%. 

 

PCC / MCC Meetings 
Each Parish meets approximately 4 times a year  
including the APCM. Occasionally additional meetings are arranged to discuss particular 
matters. In addition the MCC, which presently consists of the Churchwardens of each  
parish and, as necessary according to the agenda, PCC treasurers are invited to attend, 
meets two or three times a year to discuss pattern of services, etc. Whilst it is obviously 
helpful for the Rector to be present at MCC meetings and Parish APCMs, as each PCC has 
a lay-chairman, it is in the Incumbent’s discretion which other PCC meetings to attend, 
according to the agenda. 
 

Admin Support 
As with most parishes there are very tight financial constraints on our budgets. To date 
there has not been any paid admin support for the incumbent. However,  several           
parishioners are both willing and able to assist on a voluntary basis. 
 

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals 

During 2017 the following took place 

in the Plurality: 

Baptisms: 9 

Weddings: 5 

Funerals: 15 

Memorial Services: 1  

Interment of Ashes: 1  

Blessings: 1  

 

The Rectory 

The Rectory, which was built in the mid 1980s, has four bedrooms, a good sized sitting 

room, study, dining room, family kitchen, a family bathroom, an en suite lavatory and 

handbasin to one of the bedrooms and a downstairs lavatory. There is also a garage which 

the last four occupants have found more useful for storage! It has recently been  

redecorated throughout and a new kitchen installed, which is ongoing at the moment. It 

has a good sized garden with a wonderful view of the Church. 

 

View of St. Helen’s from Leadenham 

Macmillan Coffee Morning helpers 


