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A Message from the Bishop of Blackburn 
 

In the Diocese of Blackburn we profoundly 

believe in the difference that the Gospel makes to peoples’ lives and so have a deep commitment to 
building healthy churches which can transform the communities in which they are set. We are looking 
for clergy of all backgrounds and traditions who share our passion for making a difference in the name 
of Jesus Christ. 

Vision 2026’ is a bold and ambitious strategy which presumes that growth is what God wills for his 
church and which seeks to deliver growth through making disciples, being witnesses, growing leaders 
and focusing on young people, children and schools. You can read much more about this on other pages. 

Our Diocese serves an area of extraordinary variety, from the stunning countryside of the Trough of 
Bowland to the former mill towns of East Lancashire, from the University cities of Preston and 
Lancaster to the seaside towns of Blackpool and Morecambe, from elegant villages to Presence and 
Engagement Parishes, there is something for everyone. We have Parishes of all traditions and are 
strongly committed to the principle of mutual flourishing. We are also seeking to grow 50 new 
congregations by 2026 so need people who are gifted as pioneers and evangelists. 

If you think that the Church of England is at its eventide and that decline is inevitable, then these pages 
are probably not for you. But if you believe that all things are possible if we trust God, love his people, 
pray fervently, preach the Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ and work hard, then we would love to 
hear from you. Even if none of the jobs on these pages seem quite right, get in touch anyway. And 
please   be assured of our prayers as you seek to discern where God is calling you. 
 
 

The Bishop of Blackburn 

The Rt Revd Julian T Henderson 
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.... Executive Summary 

The rural Parish of St. Bartholomew Chipping serves the village of Chipping and the hamlet of Thornley-
with-Wheatley. We hold two services each Sunday, both Common Worship and Book of Common 
Prayer. Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday. Our PCC is keen to continue developing its 
approach to worship in order to engage with the many families and new residents who live in the village.  

In support of Vision 2026 the active involvement of our parishioners in Making Disciples, Being 
Witnesses and Growing Leaders has been encouraged.  Occasional Preacher and ALM training has been 
completed.  Bible studies, weekly involvement in intercessions, small group meetings and a strong link 
with a church outside the Deanery have all been established along with the licensing of a Lay Minister in 
2021. During this vacancy the Weekly Pew Sheet, containing Sunday’s readings and notices, has been 
emailed to church members to ensure that contact is maintained. Over the last 6-12 months weekly 
attendance has increased slightly. Mostly due to people who have moved into the village where contact 
has been made and positively developed.  

Our church building is Grade II* listed. It is well maintained and cared for and benefits from several 
recent upgrades making it more suited to the requirements of modern worship. It is open during the 
daytime for personal prayer and provides a real place of solace and comfort for villagers and visitors 
alike. There is a local primary school with a strong Christian ethos and good links with our church. We 
have strong links with our fellow Christians at St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church and the 
Congregational Chapel and many members of our congregation play an active part in all aspects of 
village life, groups and charities.  

We are a financially secure Parish, always meeting our annual parish share. We have developed a 
mission giving policy supporting local, diocesan and overseas causes.   

We are looking for a part time vicar who can lead us into the future by helping us to grow our church 
family across all age groups and develop our faith and understanding of the love of God.  Who will bring 
new ideas and be able to work closely with the existing lay leadership and grow new leaders to ensure the 
future well-being of the parish. Someone who will engage fully in village life. 

We can offer a committed church family. A very willing team who are actively involved in running the 
church.  Our congregation are generous in their time and talents, working together for the good of all, 
both spiritually and for the benefit of the community. Our new vicar will find us to be welcoming, 
friendly, dedicated and enthusiastic, with a sense of humour to help us along. We are looking forward to 
working alongside our new vicar for the development of our faith and outreach.  
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This is the Parish Profile for St Bartholomew's, Chipping in the Ribble Valley. Let us take you on a tour 
of St Bartholomew's parish. We start with ........... 

.... a look at the Chipping local area  
        (our guides Paul & Laura Hunt)  

Chipping and Thornley-with-Wheatley is a picturesque rural parish within the local administration of 
Ribble Valley Borough and Lancashire County Councils. It is approximately 10 miles west of Clitheroe 
town centre and 10 miles northeast of Preston city centre. The market town of Longridge lies around 5 
miles to the south.  

Chipping is within the Forest of Bowland 
‘Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty’ 
(AONB) and is a popular tourist spot 
bringing many walkers and cyclists into the 
village. It is also located to the south of the 
Bowland Fells, which are classified as a 
regional Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI). This picturesque Lancashire village 
has won a number of best kept village 
competitions over the years and more 
recently has enjoyed success in the RHS 
Britain in Bloom competition.   

Thornley-with-Wheatley is an entirely rural 
civil parish, with no villages or other 
substantial settlements. Its population was 
320 in 2011, a figure that has not changed 
much for over a century. The parish 
includes most of the western half of Longridge Fell, including the part known as Jeffrey Hill. 

The population of the parish is approximately 1400 made up of just under 700 households. Chipping is 
considered a desirable place to live and the house prices reflect this. It is notable however, that Chipping 
is considered as an area of deprivation in relation to the physical proximity of local services (Ref: The 
English Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2015). Employment in the parish is largely based on hospitality 
and farming. The majority of the working population commute to nearby towns.   

The centre of the village is a conservation area with stone-built cottages. The 17thCentury School, 
Almshouses and the oldest continuously trading shop in England were endowed by John Brabin, Dyer 
and Cloth merchant (now owned and managed by the Brabin’s Charitable Trust).  A further 
conservation area was created in 2011 around Kirk Mill (HJ Berry’s chair works until Feb 2010) and the 
original Arkwright Mill was designated Grade II listing in May 2011.  

The village is known to be at least 1,000 years old and is named in the Domesday Book as 'Chippenden' 
the name coming from the medieval 'Chepyn' meaning market place. Chipping thrived during the 
Industrial Revolution when there were seven mills located along Chipping Brook. Sadly the last of these 
ceased operating in 2010 with the closure of the HJ Berry chair works at Kirk Mill. The old factory site 
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has planning permission to construct a hotel and 39 dwellings are nearing completion on nearby land.  
Seven of these are bungalows which are designated for over 55’s.  

The village has a shop/cafe and part-time post office, farm shop, three churches, two public houses and 
a nearby hotel. There are two primary schools.  Brabin’s Endowed, which has strong links with St 
Bartholomew’s, and St Mary’s RC Primary.  Both have pre-school facilities.   

The Village Hall was built in 1999 and provides a wonderful venue with several rooms that can be 
booked. It is used for a wide range of activities and events for both the local community and outside 
groups.  On the same site there is a playing field with two full-size football pitches, a children’s play 
area, skate park, gym and a multi-use games area. There is also a cricket field at the entrance to the 
village and a crown green bowling club.  

There is a regular bus service to Longridge and Clitheroe. There is no healthcare provision in the 
village; residents travel to adjacent towns to visit doctors, dentists etc. The village falls mostly in the 
Preston primary health care trust area with hospital facilities at Royal Preston Hospital. Due to the 
remoteness of the village there is a Community First Responders Group; volunteers are trained to give 
emergency medical support coordinated by North West Ambulance HQ.   

During the last 3 years, over 300 properties have been connected to the Broadband for the Rural North 
(B4RN) fibre to the property internet service. The Chipping network is co-ordinated by local volunteers 
who also get involved with digging the fibre into the ground. 

There are at least 20 clubs and groups in the village covering many aspects of leisure interests. Sporting 
activities include Football, Cricket, Bowls and Badminton.  The Village Hall hosts keep-fit and yoga 
classes. There is a thriving Young Farmers Club, Pony Club, Junior Football and two Youth Groups. 
Chipping Area Over-Sixties (CHAOS) provides outings and activities. Other groups include WI, History 
Society, Amateur Dramatics and Chipping-in-Bloom.  

The village has held an Agricultural and Horticultural Show in August since 1920. The annual Steam Fair 
in May has grown to be one of the biggest events of its kind in the North West. The Fair is staffed by 
volunteers and money raised is donated to local good causes. 
  
 St Bartholomew’s Church serves the two settlements of Chipping and Thornley-with-Wheatley and 
benefits from having four churchwardens rather than the more usual two. 
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....Worship at St Bartholomew's 
(our guide, Barbara Butters) 

At St. Bartholomew's we have a variety of modern and traditional services to suit different ages and 
tastes.  We have two services on a Sunday one at 10.45am and the other at 6.30pm. 
 
In the morning, modern language Holy Communion is held every other week with either Morning Prayer 
or informal All-Age worship on the other weeks.  In the evening BCP Holy Communion and BCP 
Evensong are held on alternate weeks thus ensuring that Holy Communion is offered every Sunday.   The 
BCP services in the evening are very important to our congregation.  We also offer a Silver Service once 
a month on a weekday afternoon, primarily for those who find it difficult to attend church, and 
communion is taken to the housebound.   

 
At Easter, Pentecost, Remembrance Sunday and Christmas, we join together with our fellow Christians 
from St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church and the Congregational Chapel for our services of joint worship. 
These are very special services for us all when we join together "as one" in our worship together. 
 
For leading worship the incumbent has the support of many members of the congregation. We have a 
new Licensed Lay Minister, Lynne Raphael. There is a team who plan and lead the intercessions at 
Sunday morning worship. One of the wardens prepares the church for morning services and serves the 
chalice during communion. The wardens are supported by readers and sidesmen who offer a warm 
welcome at the door. One warden, Simon Hore, has received training as an Occasional Preacher and Mia 
Gatrell often speaks at the All Age Worship service.  Katie Crewdson has just completed training in 
Pastoral Care. The training was part of a new scheme launched by the Diocese in 2021 and included a 
core training programme (focusing on the elements of worship and resulting in creation of a personal 
Rule of Life), followed by a specialist module. Katie is now working with the PCC to create a plan for 
expanding and developing pastoral care support in our community.   The wardens are prepared to lead 
worship if required. 
 
A message from Lynne, our Lay Minister. 
 “My name is Lynne Raphael and I am the Licensed Lay Minister at St. Bartholomew’s.  I am new to 
Chipping. I am available to lead and preach once a month, maybe more.  I can take funerals and teach 
discipleship courses.  I am starting 2 new small groups that will meet weekly for Bible study, prayer and 
fellowship. I am passionate about encouraging and guiding people in developing their relationship with 
the Lord.” 
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Electoral Roll 67 
Normal Weekly Attendance 38 
Baptisms 2019/20 5 
Weddings 2019/20 3 
Funerals 2019/20 15 
Confirmations 2019/20 3 

 
 

....Worship with children & families in the community 
(our guide Mia Gatrell) 

St Bartholomew’s church has a long tradition of encouraging children and families from the local 
community to worship in the church.  In recent years the church has been involved in more creative ways 
of taking worship out into the community. 

The church and Brabin’s Endowed Primary School enjoy a close relationship based on shared Christian 
values. The vicar is an ex-officio foundation governor at the school and previously has gone in once a 
week to lead assembly.   The children visit the church to consider the role of the church in the community 
and to gain an understanding of Christian worship. The annual Christmas performance is held in St 
Bart’s.  There is joint worshipping and fundraising at the Harvest Festival and Christingle services and 
the school assists with identifying children who would like to be confirmed. Brabin’s school hosts St 
Bartholomew’s Messy church. 

 

.... Messy Church 

Over the last few years the church has been active in taking Christian worship into the community 
through Messy church.  An average of 30-35 children, from Brabin’s school, St Mary’s RC school, pre-
school and their families attended the half-termly services.  Unfortunately key Messy Church team 
members have found it difficult to continue with regular Messy Church activities but hope to resume 
when they can.  

The service included refreshments, a range of craft 
activities and a short act of worship. The children took 
home some items they made but also contributed 
towards themed displays within St Bartholomew’s 
church. Families were encouraged to view the displays 
in the church, and members of the church congregation 
and casual visitors often commented on the vibrant and 
interesting scenes created through the children’s crafts. 
 
Christingle Advent Display 

Messy church has also worked in partnership with other local groups and organisations including: 
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Messy Favela – Working alongside locally based charity Volunteer in Brazil families learnt about the 
experiences of refugees through a hands-on interactive experience. 

                            

Building a shelter as part of a refugee camp         Families bartering with the shop keeper (Bishop Philip)  
 

Chipping in Bloom invited community groups to 
take part in a village “Flower Pot Festival”. Rising 
to the challenge the children and families at Messy 
Church helped with a creation-based animal, bird 
and insect display. 

 Messy Church linked with Sports Relief for a whole 
community “Sweaty Church” event which was run 
for adults and children of all ages.  Despite 
unexpected snow over 70 children and adults joined 
in a diverse range of activities, with a number of 
hardy children and adults taking part in some 
outdoor sports in spite of the weather!  

As part of the Children in Need, Countryfile ramble 
a 5½ mile walk took place on quiet lanes and footpaths in the local area which provided an opportunity to 
enjoy the countryside and a bit of litter picking.   

.... Safeguarding 
(our guide Pam Tomlin) 

St Bartholomew’s Church, Chipping, has adopted the Church of England National Safeguarding Team’s 
“Promoting a Safer Church” policy statement and guidelines for a safer environment for children and 
vulnerable adults. The parish is committed to its advice on safer recruitment of officers and to the 
pastoral care of victims/survivors of abuse. We have a safeguarding officer, Pam Tomlin and a deputy, 
Liz Seed. In addition we have two nominated members of our congregation as contacts for anyone to 
approach with safeguarding concerns. They both have caring roles in their professional lives and within 
St Bartholomew’s – choir leader Joanna Whiteside and social worker Mia Gatrell.  Our safeguarding 
officer ensures that all required training and security (DBS) checks are kept up to date. Refresher training 
is now being planned and the PSO is considering ways of learning together about major issues in society 
which impinge on the young. Everyone’s ideas are most welcome.  
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.... Music & Choir 
(our guides Joanna Whiteside and Pam Tomlin) 

The church is extremely lucky to have a wonderful 1876, Grade II* 'Father' Henry Willis organ.  It is 
tuned and maintained every 6 months by David Wells Organ Builders of Liverpool. Visiting organists are 
always encouraged to play, and we have welcomed a number of leading local organists. We also have a 
Clavinova electric piano, which is useful for the more modern pieces. 
 
The organ is played every Sunday morning, usually by Pam Tomlin, with support from James Hawks.  
James Robinson usually plays for our evening services and for weddings and funerals. 
 
We have a small choir, led by Joanna Whiteside, and assisted by the organist. In addition to leading the 
congregation during the singing of hymns, the choir also like to occasionally perform pieces during Holy 
Communion or at the end of the service. Choir Practice takes place weekly.  The St. Bartholomew’s choir 
join with the church choirs from the other two Chipping churches once a year, to prepare pieces for the 
Joint 9 Lessons and Carols service. This combined approach swells our numbers appreciably, and 
produces some lovely performances. The choirs take it in turns each year to choose and direct the hymns. 
 
We also have a small church band, including flute, oboe, clarinet and piano. Local musicians are always 
encouraged to join us, especially young people. The band usually plays once a month at the All Age 
Worship service, plus at other significant services. 
   

     
 

 
St Bartholomew’s also has a state-of-the-art sound system, allowing the service leader to play pieces of 
music and psalms etc to add to the musical richness of the service. 
 
In the future, we hope to increase the numbers singing in our choir, extend the church band and perhaps 
form a new junior choir 
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.... Bellringers 
(our guides Jeff Fildes & Simon Hore) 

Bells have been rung at St Bartholomew’s Church tower since 1793, when the 6 bells were cast by 
Thomas Mears at the Whitechapel bell foundry, London.  We currently have a group of 13 ringers and 2 
trainees.  With such a dedicated team of change ringers the bells are rung for Sunday morning service and 
weddings.  We ring the bells half muffled on Remembrance Sunday and a single bell is tolled for the 
village service and parade at the war memorial.  A bell is tolled at funerals.  We also meet to ring in the 
New Year and afterwards raise a glass and share in a Jacob’s Join. 

We hold a tower open day on some bank holidays and invite visitors to climb the spiral stairs to see the 
bells ringing in the bell room.  

 
 

Ringing practice is held every Thursday evening.  Anyone interested in learning to ring is most welcome 
and we now have the opportunity to ring a set of hand bells that one of our ringers has obtained. This will 
give us a chance to learn another skill and may encourage others in the Parish to join the team. 
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.... We now move on to the Social and Fundraising at St Barts 
 (our guide, Laura Hunt) 

We have a fundraising/social committee which plans most of the events held throughout the year.  Some 
events are focused on raising funds whereas others are events where the congregation and other 
members of the village can just get together and have fun and fellowship with fundraising taking second 
place.  We aim to put something on five or six times a year.  
 

 

Every year we hold a monthly draw (which currently has 175 participants) the Vicarage Garden Party, a 
Harvest Lunch and a Coffee Morning.  Other established events are Food Bingo (a Chipping institution), 
Safari Supper, Car Treasure Hunt, Good Friday Walk, Quizzes and a Call My Wine Bluff. At most 
church events as with other events in Chipping, food will be served. 

 

Over the last few years we have been very ambitious and have put on several Flower Festivals.  The 
festivals have been very successful and have attracted visitors from all over Lancashire and beyond.  All 
the events we put on play a very important part in our mission of community involvement, as they are a 
different way to draw people into a connection with the Church.’   
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.... And more detail on the Festivals 
        (our guide ,Laura Hunt) 
We are privileged to have many talented individuals within our congregation.  Well known professional 
florist Ann Seed, for example, has spearheaded our flower festivals, with plenty of support from local 
flower clubs and keen amateurs within our number.  

       
  

 Our latest Flower Festival entitled ‘Our Village Past’ featured displays depicting farming, the 
waterwheel, the butchers and the smithy amongst many others.  The festival was held over three days and 
included a concert featuring a singing duo, a local poet and the choir from Mereside church in Blackpool.  
Other festivals over the last few years have included : ‘Brides Dress Revisited’ featuring wedding dresses 
loaned by members of the parish; a Christmas tree festival with 30 trees decorated in unique styles by 
local schools, organisations, businesses and individuals; and an Angel festival where once again local 
organisations created angels of all sizes and descriptions 

.  
 

The church is always lovingly decorated for the main Christian festivals with local groups, including 
Brabin’s School and the Women’s Institute, involved in decorating windows for Harvest.  
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.... Now moving on to St Bartholomew’s Church – the Building . 
 (our guides  Barbara and Martin Butters).. 

It is believed that a church existed in Chipping as long ago as 596. Whilst there may have been an earlier 
Saxon church, we believe that the current building was built before 1230 and probably pre-dates 
Clitheroe Castle, which itself was constructed in 1186. The Tower was added in 1450 and the main body 
of the church rebuilt in 1506 and then again in 1873, retaining the same design and using the same 
materials where possible. 
 

St Bartholomew's is Grade II* listed. 
 

Works identified in the Quinquennial Inspection Report in 2017 were completed in full during 2018, and 
mainly consisted of repairs to stonework.  In recent years many improvements have been made.  A 
kitchen and accessible toilet, (much to 
parishioners relief!) were added some years ago 
allowing us to serve tea/coffee after morning 
service and refreshments during festivals.  A 
new heating system was installed in 2014.  The 
building also benefits from a new programmable 
LED lighting system and a high quality sound 
and hearing loop system together with a drop-
down screen and roof-mounted projector which 
gives us the flexibility to use a variety of visual 
aids during services. We are currently making 
improvements in the belfry area, where pews 
have been removed to make a more usable social 
space. A new oak floor has been laid along with 
new oak paneling and shelving.  Oak chairs and 
pedestal tables have been added along with a 
display monitor providing information for 
parishioners and visitors. The church is very 
fortunate in benefitting from free 1Gbps fibre 
optic broadband provided by B4RN.  This has 
meant that we were able to zoom services from 
church during the pandemic and family 
members in New Zealand and Europe were able 
to be ‘present’ at funeral services. 
 
The church is open every day during daylight hours for visitors and private prayer and is kept clean, tidy 
and welcoming by our verger Mervyn and many members of the congregation. 
 

The Church graveyard is rough mowed once every two weeks by Ribble Valley Council. However, to 
keep the front and west side tidy we have a team of volunteers on a mowing rota and individuals have 
taken 'ownership' of particular sections. We also plant out the borders to give a very welcoming show of 
colour during the summer months. 
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Our graveyard is closed, so we cannot offer new graves for burials but the provision of a new graveyard 
continues to be a high priority for us once we can find a suitable piece of land. We have a Garden of 
Remembrance where cremated remains can be interred and an engraved plaque can be displayed in the 
memorial chapel. 
 

.... The Vicarage 
(our guide Barbara Butters) 

 
The Vicarage is a detached family house surrounded by gardens and was built in 1955. It has a hallway, 
study, kitchen, cloakroom, utility room, dining room and lounge with multi-fuel stove to the ground floor 
and 4 bedrooms and a bathroom to the first floor. It is in reasonable decorative condition throughout and 
is centrally heated by a new oil-fired combi boiler installed in October 2020. A new kitchen was installed 
in September 2018 including new cooker with induction hob together with new floor covering. There is 
an attached garage and driveway with generous outside parking space. To the rear there is a large patio 
area with pergola, ideal for entertaining, together with raised beds for growing fruit & vegetables plus a 
large grassed area, a wildlife pond and several trees. The vicarage is very fortunate in benefitting from 
1Gbps fibre optic broadband. 
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.... Church Finances.  
St Bartholomew’s Church has a healthy balance sheet due to prudent investments in the past and more 
recently a generous bequest.  For the last 3 years expenditure has exceeded receipts but the decision was 
taken to make up the shortfall from reserves rather than make cutbacks which could be detrimental to the 
work of St Bartholomew’s and the diocese.  
 

 Church Finances  
 2020 2019 
Parish Income 36,969 46,571 
This Includes   
Income From Donations 17,018 20,860 
Income From Investments 11,365 13,296 
Income From Fundraising 1,687 4,512 
Fees 3,056 2,150 
Parish Expenditure 62,465 57,206 
Giving 10,650 886 
Parish Share 31,831 31,754 

 
We always pay our Parish Share in full and pay the expenses of the incumbent.  We have financed 
several capital projects in recent years as detailed in the ‘Buildings’ section and the next major project 
will be the creation of a new graveyard. We now have a contactless payment system. 
   
Even though we are blessed with substantial reserves we are not complacent about the church’s finances 
and we look for ways to increase our income and keep our expenditure in check.  We are discussing 
undertaking a Stewardship campaign in the near future. 
 
 

.... Giving 
The PCC has taken some significant decisions to use more of our resources to help others. A sub-
committee was set up two years ago to bring charitable giving proposals to the PCC.  This is to be on an 
annual basis as part of the budgeting process.   
 
In the last financial year donations totalling £10,650 have been made to Brabin’s Endowed School, 
Mereside Freedom Church in Blackpool, Ribble Valley Food bank, The Foxton Centre, Maundy Relief, 
Tearfund and the Lancashire Association of Bellringers  
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We also give the collections from certain services to the British Legion (£350), the Bishops Harvest Fund 
(£225) and the Children’s Society (£347).  Members of the congregation lead a village walk on Good 
Friday to raise funds for Water Aid 
 
Because St Bartholomew’s is fortunate to have a healthy balance sheet we have given a loan of £95,000 
to enable the purchase of a bungalow to support the provision of affordable housing in Chipping.  This is 
a 15 year commitment.  Also a loan of £5,000 to B4RN to help in the expansion of the 1Gps fibre 
network in the village was made 3 years ago. 
 
 

.... More about Brabin’s Endowed Primary School,  
(our guide, head teacher Rachel Wallace) 

The School is a voluntary controlled school and has the following ethos statement: 
Recognising its historic foundation in 1684, the school will preserve and develop its religious character and 
association with the Church of England which has continued since its foundation, and will work in partnership 
with the church in the community. The school aims to serve its community by providing an education of the highest 
quality within the context of Christian belief and practice. It encourages an understanding of the meaning and 
significance of faith, and promotes Christian values through the experience it offers to all its pupils. 

There are currently 73 pupils enrolled at the school and was judged as outstanding in the last Ofsted 
inspection.  The school also opened its own pre-school in September 2020.  
Brabin’s Endowed School - Mission Statement 

“Love one another as I have loved you.”John 15:12 

At Brabin’s we are more than friends- we love and value one another as part of God’s family. We respect 
each other and strive to achieve our best when we are learning and in all we do.   

Year 6’s explanation of our mission statement: This is our vision at Brabin’s and shows who we really 
are. Our small school brings us together to make us more like one big family. We are a Church School 
who strive to follow Jesus in his footsteps; God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are always by our sides helping 
us to stay strong and bind us all together. At Brabin’s we respect each other and our school environment 
no matter what. Our positive attitude towards learning ensures that each and every one of us reaches our 
full potential and can leave Brabin’s in Year 6 feeling proud of all our achievements. Brabin’s School 
gives each and every one of us the chance to shine in all that we do. 

 

.... Communication & Community Engagement 
(our guide Laura Hunt) 

We produce a parish magazine with 10 editions a year and an in-house print run of 120.  It keeps 
parishioners informed of the important matters affecting our Church and community. 
Pew sheets containing Sunday’s readings and notices are sent weekly via email to church members.  
Upcoming events and special services are posted on both the church and village notice boards and 
Facebook pages.  We also print the Chipping Churches Christmas Card, detailing services in all three 
village churches over the festive period, and a quarterly Parish newsletter.  These are hand delivered to 
around 700 households in the parish.  There are many residents in the parish who do not use the internet 
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and so we put great importance on posting information through letter boxes so that people are not 
excluded.  It also gives us the opportunity to meet people. 

Our various special festivals bring in people from all over Lancashire, Yorkshire and beyond and many 
members of St Bartholomew’s are involved with other local organisations 

During the early part of the pandemic St Bartholomew’s created and co-ordinated a village newsletter and 
helpline to support the community.  It was staffed by members of the churches and the wider community 
and was much appreciated by vulnerable residents.  

We have a website  - stbartschipping.org.uk 
We're on Facebook : Search for Chipping St Bartholomew's Church and you’ll  find us! 
 
We are committed to using the website and social media more to disseminate information about the 
church, services and events. 
 
 

.... Links with other churches  
St Bartholomew’s has strong and friendly links with the other two churches in the village.  St Mary’s 
Roman Catholic Church and the Congregational Chapel.  We join together for special services and 
support each other’s fundraising and social events.  Last Christmas we took part in the ‘Walking 
Nativity’ organised by the chapel, with St Bartholomew’s providing a representation of the story of the 
Three Wise Men complete with moving star.  We have two reps who attend Deanery Synod and we are 
also building links with Freedom Church, Mereside, an Anglican church serving a very deprived area of 
Blackpool.  Members of the congregation have visited each other’s churches and we have shared our 
stories.  Mereside Community Choir sang at our Flower Festival Concert and St Bartholomew’s 
contributed financially to the restoration of the old church hall on the Mereside estate.    
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.... So, to summarise ...The St Bartholomew's Team  
(our guide, Martin Butters) 

The Team at St Bartholomew's (all unpaid volunteers) consists of a Lay Minister, 4 wardens, an ALM 
(Pastoral Care)  a PCC of 14, 2 deanery synod reps, sidesmen, intercessors, readers, a music coordinator, 
a safeguarding officer, a social/fundraising committee, a website and facebook coordinator, a tower 
captain, one organist plus a few reserves. We have one Verger. Church cleaning is carried out by team of 
volunteers. Other volunteers launder the Altar linen and clean the silver and the brasses. We have a rota 
for our after-service refreshments. The choir, band and bell ringers make a joyful noise. We have a 
wedding team and a rota for weekly church flowers. The south and west sides of the churchyard and 
flower beds and borders are maintained by a mowing team and other volunteers and we have a magazine 
editor, magazine collation team and a delivery team. 

 
 

....Our Vision for the Future 
“Our mission is to spread the Word of God so that people of all ages and interest feel a part of the living 
Christian Community.” 

 
We aspire to  

 Serve the whole parish and work together for the good of all on a spiritual and community level. 

 Continue to proclaim our faith in Christ by personal witness and action and by welcoming all and 
offering help in areas of need. 

 Grow our church family across all age groups by : 
o Maintaining strong links with Brabin’s school. 
o Informing others of our services and events. 
o Continuing to hold regular social and fundraising events. 
o Restarting Messy Church/Sunday School 
o Encouraging the newly confirmed, wedding couples and baptismal families to become 

part of the congregation. 
o Explore new initiatives to encourage villagers and others from beyond our boundaries to 

participate in the life of the church. 

 Deliver on as much as we can of the diocesan Vision 2026 strategy 

 Grow our new discipleship groups. 

 Develop a refreshed pastoral visiting schedule. 

 Be more generous with our time, talents and resources to enable our church to grow and thrive 
and to help others both locally and worldwide. 

 Establish a new graveyard.  

 We have an objective to complete a Mission Action Plan.  This has not happened yet but we are 
committed to working with the new incumbent to achieve this. 
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.....Vision 2026 
Over the last few years we have worked on Vision 2026 and look to continue and expand on this with our 
new incumbent. 

To Make Disciples. 

Our previous vicar ran bible study courses. 

Two small groups have been set up by our Lay Minister Lynne which meet weekly for bible study, 
prayer and fellowship. 

The majority of the congregation are actively involved in giving their time and talents for the good of the 
church.  A large team are involved in the running of the church and its activities and many people take 
part in and help to run other organisations in the wider community. 

We maintain two services on Sunday and try to cater for different needs and worship styles. 

To Be Witnesses   

We try to share our faith with words and actions.  

This includes visiting and helping those in need. 

Keeping connected to people with newsletters, the magazine, Christmas cards. 

Showing God’s love in the way we live our lives. 

Growing Leaders 

Katie Crewdson has recently trained to be an ALM (Pastoral Care) and is currently setting up a new 
pastoral care initiative with others of the congregation. 

Simon Hore has undertaken an occasional preacher’s course. 

Inspiring Children and Young People 

Before the vacancy our ministry to children and young people included weekly collective worship at 
Brabin’s school and Messy church was run there for several years. Currently our Lay Minister and 
wardens continue to be in contact with the school and we hope to restart Messy Church.  

 
....What We Offer 

 A rural parish in a beautiful location which offers both opportunities  and challenges. 

 A supportive and active PCC with a wide range of skills who are ready and    willing to work with 
and be guided by the new incumbent. 

 A dedicated, enthusiastic team of parishioners, who are actively involved in all aspects of the life 
of the church and who, over the years, have always been supportive of the incumbent. 

 A congregation committed to regular worship, the reading and study of scripture and prayer. 

 A lovingly maintained church building suited to the requirements of  modern worship  

 A 4-bedroomed Vicarage surrounded by gardens a short two-minute walk from Church. 

 A fully paid up Parish Share. 

 A vibrant village. 

 A warm welcome. 
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.... The Vicar we are praying for will  

 Be at the heart of our community. 

 Have a disciplined life of prayer. A clear and well-articulated belief in the Gospel, showing 
sensitivity, empathy and compassion 

 Help us to develop our faith and understanding of the love of God. 

 Be a team player, able to work closely with the existing lay leadership and help develop new 
leaders 

 Be an approachable, sociable, friendly person with a sense of humour. 

 Be comfortable in a small community and prepared to participate fully in village life. 

 Be a clear and accessible communicator and preacher to all ages. 

 Continue to maintain strong links with Brabin’s school, working closely with head teacher Rachel 
and her staff to develop our ministry to the young. 

 Be encouraging and positive with good pastoral and listening skills. 

 Be forward thinking, with new ideas to ensure the future well-being of the parish and growth of 
the church 

 Be a familiar pastoral presence within the village and have the ability to inspire and relate to 
Christians and non-Christians alike, making themselves known and accessible to all those living in 
our community. 

 
 

.... Our Parish Prayer during the vacancy 

Lord God 
We thank you for the person you are preparing to serve you here as vicar of St Barts 
We thank you that they will be faithful to your living word 
Rooted in prayer 
Full of love and compassion 
We thank you that he/she will be keen to see growth throughout the age groups numerically and 
spiritually 
We thank you that they will be a good team player, whom we can work alongside promoting the love of 
Jesus in our community 
We thank you that they will be an inspirational leader and a person of integrity. 
We ask for your blessing on us and our future vicar during this vacancy 
In Jesus’ name  
Amen 
 

We hope you have enjoyed your tour round our parish and beautiful and well cared for church, situated in 
an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

We are ready to welcome you and are looking forward to exciting times in the future. 
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Blackburn Diocesan Vision 

Vision 2026 is an agenda for growth and change agreed by the Blackburn Diocesan Synod in 2015. It 
challenges our parishes to be healthy churches that transform their   communities as we look ahead to our 
diocesan centenary in 2026. It also lays out four ways in which this over-arching goal can be achieved: 
Making Disciples, Being Witnesses, Growing Leaders and Prioritising Children and Young People. 

All that we do as a diocese is focussed on the delivery of Vision 2026. To make disciples we are raising 
levels of prayer, helping regular patterns of bible reading to be established and encouraging generous 
giving of time, talents and treasures. To be witnesses, many parishes are setting up new local 
congregations at different times and in different places to reach out to new groups of people as well as 
showing    God’s love in action through projects that meet a local human need. New leaders are  emerging 
as we seek to enable and equip those God is raising up in our midst for lay and ordained ministry. And 
our focus on children and young people is enabling creative thinking to raise up a new generation for 
Jesus Christ. 

Over 85% of our parishes have a ‘Vision Champion’. This is 
usually a lay appointment    and the Champions’ role is to 
encourage and support their parish leaders in pursuing the 
goals of Vision 2026 in a way that is appropriate for their 
local community. 
 
 

Vision Champions from different parishes meet to share ideas 
and pray together 

In the Diocese of Blackburn we are inspired by confidence in 
the Gospel and are ambitious in our desire to make new disciples for Jesus Christ. We are committed to 
mutual flourishing, to maintaining clergy numbers and to investing in training for new      curates. 

Through prayer we see the grace and power of God who can alone bring renewal   and growth. Our 
Diocesan Vision Prayer is: 

“Heavenly Father, we embrace Your call for us to make disciples, to be witnesses  to 
grow leaders. Give us eyes to see Your vision, ears to hear the prompting of Your Spirit 
and courage to follow in the footsteps of Your Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

You can find out more by visiting the Vision 2026 pages on our 
website: https://www.blackburn.anglican.org/ 

 

Carolyn Barton, Diocesan Vision Coordinator 
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Clergy in the Diocese are Well Looked After 

If you come to Blackburn Diocese we will look after you… 

 We have a great property department, who will do their best to ensure that your  house works for 
you and your family and is well maintained. 
 

 We encourage all clergy to take their full annual leave entitlement, and also to use creatively the 
overtime we all put in to take an extra day off once each month to enable you to have a midweek 
‘weekend’ away. 
 

We have a beautiful diocesan retreat house in the 
grounds of a ruined Cistercian abbey, where clergy 
are welcome to have personal reading days without 
charge (bring your own   lunch). 

Whalley Abbey Retreat and Conference Centre 
 

 We encourage all parishes in vacancy to consider how they will ‘pastor’ and  support their new 
priest. The diocese has an anti-bullying and anti- harassment policy. 
 

 We have a unique pattern of peer-led Ministerial Development Review, designed by the clergy for 
the clergy. 
 

 We are setting up a pilot reflective practice group for clergy new in post in  partnership with St 
Luke’s Healthcare. 
 

 If you are looking for a spiritual director or a mentor, we have networks of people with whom we 
can put you in touch. 
 

 We are always looking for ways for clergy to mix apart from work – including 
reading weeks, regular hospitality, and a  clergy walking group. Further suggestions are welcome. 

 

Bishop Philip leads a Clergy Walk 
 

 


