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The people are the best thing about our church,  

it’s like a family. 
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Introduction 
Our vacancy has come at a time of exciting change and development with the joining of our churches. 

We seek God’s guidance for our part in His mission as we learn to work together and reach out to the 

local community.  

We seek a person of prayer who will encourage and embrace the change, who is able to work with a 

diversity of people, to work collaboratively and has a heart for all God’s people. 

If that is you, we would love to hear from you. 

Over the last 2 years we have –  
Joined with St Luke’s to become a single parish of St Augustine’s with St Luke’s 

Launched:  

• Messy Church 

• Forget-me-not Café (for those with dementia and their carers); 

• Bits & Pieces (an adult craft group) 

• Run the first Alpha Course in 10 years;   

• Run sermon series on Big Questions, Revelations Chapters 2+3 and coordinated the themes of the 

Alpha Course with the Sunday services;  

• Increased our profile, both physically with new signage, and digitally with a remodelled website and 

Facebook groups 

• Sent a mission group to our link parish of Mwaikisabe in Tanzania; and 

• Started working towards a Mission Action Plan (see website) 

And yet . . .  
we have seen no growth in attendance at Sunday worship and a nagging feeling remains that we have 

little impact upon the majority of people within our local community. We hope our new Vicar will       

enable not only fresh initiatives but also discernment in what God is calling us to be and do in mission.  

 
Alpha Day Away 2018 
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Our new vicar: who are we looking for? 
We are praying for the person that God has chosen to be with us.  

In our desire to involve the whole congregation and for them to have a voice in the appointment       

process we have drawn together suggestions from the majority of the congregation at both St             

Augustine’s and St Luke’s.  

As a congregation we are looking for a person who has Jesus at the centre of their life and is Spirit-filled; 

who is seeking to mature in their personal faith and walk with God.  

We are looking for a person with the following attributes: 

• ability to work and relate to all ages 

• ability to work with a diverse community 

• ability to encourage others 

• outward looking 

• vision to take the combined parish forward 

• who will work collaboratively both with the team and ecumenically 

• is flexible and has the ability to embrace change 

Although we appreciate that all parishes are looking for someone with saint-like merits, we would hope 

to see these qualities in the person applying. 

Sharing God’s Love in Mwaikisabe. Tanzania 
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About the Parish of St Augustine's with St Luke's 
The Parish of St Augustine’s with St Luke’s is in the Bromley and Bexley Archdeaconry and the Diocese 

of Rochester. We work in a cluster with Holy Trinity, Bromley Common. 

Local amenities 

This suburban Parish has a population of more than 16,700 many of whom make the daily commute to 

London. It is situated in Bromley Common and has easy rail links to London and Rochester. There are a 

range of excellent primary and secondary schools nearby with Faith Schools, both primary and            

secondary, within easy reach. A variety of small independent shops, restaurants and a pub make up 

Chatterton Village near St Luke's and there is a good range of small shops, takeaways and a pub close to 

St Augustine's. Bromley itself boasts the Churchill Theatre, a weekly market, the Glades shopping centre 

and will soon have a new hotel and cinema.  

Within the Parish is part of the beautiful Jubilee Country Park with 62 acres of wildflower meadows, 

hedgerows and semi-natural ancient woodland to explore. There is also Norman Park, where hundreds 

of people (including church members) gather every Saturday morning for a 5k Park Run, and the ground 

of our local professional football team, Bromley FC, runners-up in the 2018 FA Trophy at Wembley. We 

also have the Bromley Youth Music Trust within our parish, one of the best local authority music           

services in the UK.  Close by are the historic Down House and the Wilberforce Oak. 

Demographics 
Although the Parish is relatively wealthy, there are significant difficulties with housing access in both 

parts of the Parish, with relative pensioner poverty around St Luke’s and higher-than-average single 

parenthood around St Augustine’s.  

There is low ethnic diversity and although the congregation has several Afro-Caribbean families, the  

diversity is not representative. Similarly, the age demographic of the congregation is skewed towards 

the older ages. There are three nursing homes and care homes in the north of the parish. There are 

small numbers of residents from other faiths and a Synagogue in Bromley town and a Mosque in nearby 

Keston. In addition, there are a number of Churches of other denominations that make up Churches  

Together in Bromley Common in the parish. 

Parish Map 
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Worship and Ministry  

Sunday and midweek worship at St Augustine's 
Our main Sunday service is at 10am at St Augustine’s: Morning Worship on the 1st Sunday, Holy          

Communion on 2nd and 4th, and Family service on 3rd. The average attendance is approximately 100. 

We have a variety of service booklets which we have devised ourselves to use the richness of the       

Common Worship seasonal provision. We like to think we have a good combination of informality     

alongside the best of flexible modern liturgy. We follow the lectionary except in Ordinary time when we 

sometimes have sermon series on particular themes. 

Our family services are often very creative and we enjoy good attendance from the uniformed               

organisations at the Parade services four times a year.  

On Wednesday we have a midweek Holy Communion at St Augustine’s which we plan to sustain as Holy 

Communion by Extension during the vacancy, for which we have Bishop’s approval.  

Our tradition is that we wear robes for Communion services but usually not for Morning Worship or    

family services. Sermons are usually around 15-20 minutes (some recordings are available on the       

website).  Children under five remain in all services at the front of the church, while junior school children 

go to their own groups for part of the service.  

 

I like colouring and playing with the babies.    (Age 3) 

 

Flexibility of Space at St Augustine’s 
St Augustine’s has chairs which allow creativity in seating layout. For example, for Holy Communion     

services we either have a traditional layout using the main altar at the East end or a nave altar for more 

informal services ‘in the round’.  

Sunday worship at St Luke's 

At St Luke’s the 8am Holy Communion service uses Common Worship Order 2 in traditional language. 

The 6pm service uses a mixture of liturgies, from BCP Evensong to Iona or Taizé. Robes are worn at all 

services except Iona and Taizé. The average attendance at both services is eight. 

Parades and special services 
Four times a year there is a Parade service at St Augustine’s, involving Scouts, Brownies and Rainbows. 

We hold special services including a Good Friday reflection, Christingle, and Carol services; a Memorial 

service to which we invite families bereaved during the year, a Remembrance Parade at St Augustine's 

and a Remembrance Day service round the war memorial at St Luke's. There are regular healing services 

and healing oil is offered at the Wednesday morning communion at St Augustine's. A small group holds a 

monthly service in one of the local care homes. 

There are regular ecumenical services with other churches across Bromley and we join with others at the 

Good Friday Walk of Witness. 

The Parish held seven baptisms, 20 funerals and six weddings last year and, although neither Church has 

a graveyard, both Churches have small memorial gardens where Interments take place.  
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Our Musicians and Singers 
We have a rich mix of music (genuinely ancient and modern) made possible by our equally rich mix of  

musicians (organist, pianists, violin; cellos, guitars, flute; clarinet, saxophones, trumpet, and accordion) so 

that each service might have a different line-up. 

The St Augustine's Singers (SAS) sing a wide ranging and effective repertoire. A core group meet regularly 

on Thursday evenings and is augmented for special services. 

 

     Excellent music and liturgy 

 

At St Luke’s we are blessed with an accomplished organist, who is happy to accompany Baptisms,          

Funerals and Special services at St Luke’s. 

Prayer 
Small groups meet for Morning Prayer on Mondays at St Augustine’s and Saturdays at St Luke’s. We have 
started a new prayer initiative on Sunday mornings and are developing some pastoral reorganisation. 
 

Outreach 
3C’s – Coffee, Cake + Chat - a community café every Tuesday Morning open to all and attended by a     

regular group from the Astley Day Centre (the largest centre for adults with physical disabilities and  

learning difficulties in the borough). 

Forget-me-not Café opened in January 2018. It is led by an Anna Chaplain from Holy Trinity Church and 

supported by volunteers from several churches in the area. 

The congregations make regular donations to Bromley Food bank and at Christmas we send more than 

120 shoeboxes to Eastern Europe through 'Love in a Box'. 

Overseas Links 
We have developed a significant link with the Diocese of Kondoa in Tanzania and a member of our       
congregation, Linda Wanniaratchy, has been made an honorary canon of the Cathedral of Kondoa. Bishop 
Given has visited on several occasions and a second group from St Augustine’s with St Luke’s is due to   
visit our link town of Mwaikisabe in October. We are currently raising money for the pastors’ house there. 

Musicians and Singers The end of our Sunday Morning Service  
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Youth and Children’s Ministry 
We have a full time Youth and Schools Minister, Helen Baker, who is engaged in a wide variety of  

ministries, both within and outside the church. 

School Links – Southborough Primary School 
Helen is a governor at Southborough Primary School and every Tuesday takes part in assemblies and RE 

lessons. The annual Nativity Service is held at St Augustine’s. Raglan Primary School and Bromley High 

Junior and Senior Schools (independent) are also in the parish. St George’s Bickley C of E Primary School 

and Bishop Justus C of E Secondary School are in adjacent parishes.  

Christmas Journey and Experience Easter 
Each year St Augustine’s is transformed into an interactive space where over 200 children with teachers 

and parents from three different schools are guided round the stories of Christmas and Easter. Many 

volunteers help to make the experience fun and memorable. 

Other activities 
• Monthly Messy Church 

• Fortnightly Youth House Group 

• Weekly Holiday Club mornings over the summer - well attended and appreciated by both children 
and parents/carers. 

• Annual Film Festival - attracts a good range of children and parents/carers. 

• Sunday Services - the children and young people enjoy their time of teaching, craft and fun.  

• Monthly All Age Service – involving the young people and a group of willing volunteers. 

 

 

 I like the old and new generations mixed together.  (Age 9) 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Photos of Youth Activities 

Holiday Club 2018 Dad’s and Kids 
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People 

The team 
Our new vicar will lead and work with:  

A team at St Augustine’s composed of  

• a Licensed Lay Minister, Alan Mitchell 

• our Youth & Schools minister, Helen Baker  

• an Ordinand, Jenny Warrington , who has been with us for a year  

At St Luke’s we have  

• a preacher and service leader with Bishop’s certificate, Tina Futcher-Smith  

• two retired vicars who preach, lead and officiate at Holy Communion.  

The parish is supported by a very efficient paid part-time Administrator, Nickie Streek, a paid cleaner 

and many very able volunteers, who help plan and lead worship, operate the AV system and care for the 

buildings.  

The Parochial Church Council 
This consists of members from both Churches, including deanery and diocesan synod members. 

 

We are stronger together in Christ. 

 

Five committees report to the PCC: The Standing and Finance Committee, the Worship Advisory Group, 

two Property Management Committees (one for each Church) and the Social Committee. 

The Churches give away 10% of the income to a variety of charitable causes at home and overseas        

annually. There are no concerns with finances this year: details are available on request. 

Parish Groups  
We are fortunate in having a wide variety of groups, and sufficient leaders to run them.  

• five adult house groups, four evening and one morning and a weekly prayer group.  

• a happy band of welcomers/sidespeople and another of flower arrangers.  

• A popular weekly parent and toddler group 

• A monthly ‘Dads & Kids’ group 

• Uniformed groups: Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, Brownies and Rainbows - they meet in the Scout HQ 

(attached to St Augustine’s Church), and in St Luke's Hall.  

• The Roundabout committee produces ten parish newspapers a year, distributed to about 200     

subscribers many of which are not church attendees. 

• The Social Committee, which organises a Harvest Supper and four or five 'everyone  welcome' meals 

each year.  

• Mothers' Union has a long unbroken history in the parish.  

• a weekly keep fit class for the elderly, and  

• A team which takes part in ‘Top of the Pew’  - a borough-wide inter-Church general knowledge quiz 

competition 

• Bell ringers at St Luke’s 
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Buildings 

St Augustine’s Church  
St Augustine’s is a large brick building, built in 1957.  It can hold 250 people. Imaginative use is made of 

the AV system which includes ability to show DVDs, play CDs and mp3s, a range of wired and radio    

microphones, plus a loop system for the hard of hearing. At the west end is a dedicated Godly Play 

room, and the Church Office. The Church complex includes two function rooms, with a kitchen attached 

to each, and toilets. These rooms are used by our own groups, and also let out to local organisations. 

The Garden room is connected to the Scout Hall, which is owned by the Scouts, and built on Church 

land. Recently a 50" screen has been installed in the Garden room with facilities to connect to laptops 

and show DVDs for events and training. A hard-working Property Management Committee oversees the 

upkeep of St Augustine’s church and will be coordinating work needed following the recent              

quinquennial with the church wardens. The PCC has agreed that CCTV will be installed as soon as      

possible, to protect the building, but primarily to protect the administrator when she is working alone 

in the office. 

St Luke’s Church and Church Hall 
St Luke’s Church is a large stone building, built in 1886. The building is leased to Hope Church, so that St 

Luke's only retain use of the sanctuary, chapel, bell tower and vestry. The lease provides for the Parish 

to conduct Sunday services at 8:00am and an evening service at 6:00pm. It has a PA system and a loop 

system for the hard of hearing. Hope Church is responsible for upkeep and repairs of the main part of 

the Church.  

St Luke’s Church Hall is situated on Raglan Road, about five minutes walk from the main Church      

building. It requires considerable work to make it more fit for purpose. A separate Property Committee     

currently oversees the lettings and upkeep. 

Vicarage and Curate’s house 
 St Augustine’s vicarage is next to the Church and was built at the same time. It is a detached house 

with 4 double bedrooms, bathroom, large kitchen, small study, combined lounge/dining room, and 

downstairs cloakroom. There is a separate garage and large garden.  

The Parish owns a five-bedroom semi-detached house in Rolleston Avenue, Petts Woods, around a mile 

from St Augustine’s. This is currently occupied by tenants on a short-term let. 

The Vicarage St Luke’s Hall 

https://www.hopechurchuk.org/bromley/%20
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Community Groups 
The rooms and hall are a blessing for the Churches and the community. The Churches welcome           
responsible use by groups and individuals. 

St Augustine's Garden and Barnard rooms 
The rooms are hired out to clubs and charities as well as individuals and families for the celebration of 

their important events - mainly children's parties and funeral teas. The regular users of the rooms have 

stayed with us for many years and represent a variety of local groups, including a ballet school, NCT   

antenatal classes, pregnancy Yoga; Sing and Sign, (for mums and babies), Pilates, Keep Fit, Taekwon'do; 

and the Orpington Film and Video club. Bromley Mencap makes use of the kitchen for cookery classes 

and lunches for carers. Other groups using the rooms less frequently include the Friends of Jubilee Park, 

a Turkish choir, the Ravensbourne Trefoil Guild and Girlguiding training sessions. Bromley Oecumenical 

Singers hold concerts in the Church twice a year.  

St Luke's Hall 
Part of St Luke's Hall is leased to a pre-school playgroup. The rest of the Hall is used by the Rainbows 

and Brownies and Taekwon'do as well as badminton and dog training. It is a popular venue for           

children's parties and also used annually for the Allotment show. The upstairs office is currently vacant 

and is available to lease.  

 

And so... 
We hope you now have a flavour of our parish and its two churches, with two buildings and an able 

team of staff and volunteers who are committed to share God’s love and grow His kingdom. 

We are looking for a new vicar who, under God, will prayerfully encourage the church, to grow in     

numbers, age range and depth: someone with vision and the ability to embrace change positively in  

order to share the good news of Jesus throughout the parish and beyond. 

 

 Garden Room @ St A’s The Altar @St Luke’s 


