
   

 
 

 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY, BALCOMBE 
 

 

 

Patron: The Honourable William Gibson 

 

Parish Profile 2021 

Churchwarden  Churchwarden  

Denise Vickerstaff  Karen Deck  

07500 467735  01444 811086 
 

 

St Mary’s Church, London Road, Balcombe, Haywards Heath, RH17 6PX 

www.stmarys-balcombe.org  

http://www.stmarys-balcombe.org/


 
 

to know • love • follow Jesus   

 

1 

 

 

CONTENTS 

 

Introduction       2 

Can you help us?      2 

The Parish and its community     3 

The Church buildings      4 

The Rectory       5 

What goes on in our Church family?    5 

The School       7 

Administration and Finance     8 

 

   

 

 

APPENDICES 

A Map of Balcombe      9 

B Occasional Services and Safety   10 

C The Church Building     11 

D Parish Population Stats    13 

 

 

        

The Role is for an Incumbent, 3.5 
days per week including all or 
part of Sunday, with 21 days 

holiday  

We look forward to the skills and 
gifts that our new Priest will 

bring, to lead us to : 

• Develop and grow our 
community in its faith together 

 

• Actively engage with families, 
young children and the school 

 

• continue our mission within our 
village community 

 

• provide strong pastoral care to 
the parish 

 

• recognise the importance of 
music in worship 

 

• respect the Anglican tradition 
yet be imaginative in reaching 

people 
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Introduction 

 

St Mary's Church reflects the thriving, open and welcoming 

community of all ages that is found in the village of Balcombe on the 

High Weald of Sussex. The village has a strong identity and 

community core, and so does the church - with its strong and 

outward-looking membership. 

Our core mission is to worship God, help one another grow in Christ 

and share His love throughout our community.  

The people at St Mary's represent much of the diversity of belief and 

churchmanship within the Church of England. Together, we seek to 

build a community that . . .  

• demonstrates the love of God shown to us by his Son, Jesus 

Christ  

• uses scripture, tradition and reason to discover truth for our day 

• respects one another’s journey of faith 

 

Can you help us? 

• Deepen our spiritual life, our commitment to God and 

understanding of each other through the Word, the Sacraments 

and the Spirit 

• Share life, and encourage one another, in both church and local 

community through effective team-working and strong pastoral 

care 

• Continue to extend our house, study and prayer groups 

• Continue outreach to younger age groups, through the very 

successful Open the Book initiative, Prayer Spaces and 

Pathfinders Club in our local Primary school, our Play ‘n Praise, 

Sunday Club and Youth group  

• Provide an attractive building and churchyard to reflect the 

welcoming community we seek to be 

• Promote the musical tradition of St Mary's  

• Continue our strong community relationships with local events 

and concerts 

 

 

  

The Opportunity 

To lead and deepen 

the faith and love of 

Christ within the 

community of a 

friendly and cohesive 

Sussex village 
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The Parish and its community 

Balcombe, one of the picturesque villages of mid Sussex, is located 
at the heart of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
It is noted for its beautiful woods and scenic waters of lake, 
millpond and reservoir, and has an extensive network of footpaths 
that facilitate enjoyment of these features.  

The Parish covers an area of about 4,800 acres, much of it farmland, 
and contained approximately 776 dwellings in 2017, with a 
population of 1,833 in 2011.  

The village is situated midway between the thriving towns of 
Crawley and Haywards Heath, with regular bus services, and a 

railway station with direct access to London and Brighton. It benefits from its close 
proximity to Gatwick airport without the disturbance of being on the flight path. 
Due to its situation, many of its inhabitants travel outside the village to work but 
Balcombe remains a friendly and vibrant community with many organised groups 
and events. Balcombe village has a well-stocked Village Store (accommodating 
the Post Office three mornings a week), a lovely Pub which is owned by the local 
community, a Hairdressers, a small Haberdashery and the Tea Rooms, which are 
popular with walkers, visitors to the area and locals.  There are also many local 
businesses run across the village community, including two nursing homes.  There 
are three community halls: the spacious and historic Victory Hall with adjacent 
Balcombe Club; the St Mary’s Parish Room, and Bramble Hall which is managed 
by the Parish Council.   

The Parish Magazine is facilitated by St Mary’s for the benefit of the community 
and gives a flavour of the wide variety of groups, activities and businesses in the 
village.  

There are active Church of England and Roman Catholic communities with Worth 
Abbey nearby, and the village is particularly proud of its Church of England 
Primary School which enjoys an enviable reputation and is attended by 
approximately 130 children, the majority of whom come from homes within the 
Parish. The Holy Trinity Church of England Secondary School (11-18) in nearby 
Crawley is one of two voluntary aided co-educational secondary schools in West 
Sussex, and serves the Deaneries of Horsham, Cuckfield and East Grinstead 

Much of the land in and around the village is 
owned by the Balcombe Estate.   In addition to 
farming, the Estate grows and processes 
timber, and provides opportunities for 
shooting for which it breeds and manages 
pheasants.   

Bordering the parish is the 4000 acre 
Paddockhurst Estate owned by the Gibson 
Family and we are very fortunate to have a 
member of the family as our Patron.  

The historic Balcombe railway viaduct is 
renowned. 
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Balcombe Parish Council Website: https://balcombeparishcouncil.com 
Village Website: http://balcombe.community 

Our Buildings….  St. Mary's Church  

There was a church on the site by 1090 when records show that it 
was given to the Priory of St Pancras at Lewes. The present church 
was classified in 1987 on the statutory list of buildings of special 
architectural or historic interest as Grade 1 (the highest listing). The 
Parish Registers date back to 1539, the originals being housed at the 
West Sussex Record Office in Chichester.  

The church consisted of only the south aisle and tower for about 500 
years. St Mary’s now has the pleasant, unpretentious look of a small 
country church of mainly Victorian origin. The walls are built from 
local Paddockhurst quarry sandstone all cut from the same local 
quarry over several hundred years up to the present day. The main 
roof facing south is clad with Horsham stone slabs, with plain clay 
tiles elsewhere. The broach spire is in oak shingles. 

St Mary’s Church had a Quinquennial Inspection in November 2017.  
Overall, the report was positive, as a significant number of 
improvements and renovations had taken place in the previous 5 
years (see Appendix C) with over £130,000 being raised by the 
community for repairs to the clock, windows, bells and for the West 
end entrance and cupboards (see opposite). 
 
There is a supportive active Friends Trust which raises substantial 
funds to help fund the upkeep of, and improvements to, the church 
building. 
 

The Churchyard  
This was extended in 1910 from land given by Lord Cowdray and 
Lady Denman. The lower part is still in use and is maintained by the 
church.  Space for new interments is very limited and the Parish 
Council is in active discussions regarding possible solutions to this 
issue. The upper part of the graveyard was closed in the 1980s and 
has been maintained by Mid Sussex District Council since.  

Parish Room  

The Parish Room is situated in the centre of the village less than one 
third of a mile away from the church.  The building is used for church 
meetings such as Mothers’ Union, Locus Youth Club and Sunday 
School parties but the space is mainly let to various organisations in 
the village, and in particular a Pre-school.  The lettings provide a 
regular income to help maintain the facilities.  

It is a separately registered charity, with a managing committee. The 
Trustees include the Rector and Churchwardens. The reserves are 
approximately £20,000. 

  

  

 

 

 

https://balcombeparishcouncil.com/
http://balcombe.community/
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The Rectory   

This lovely detached 4-bedroom brick house built in the late 1950s is right in 
the centre of the village, about 400 yards from the Church.  

The property comprises a large entrance hall; triple aspect reception room, 
with fireplace, opening up to a dining room with French windows to the 
garden; study with fitted shelves, and downstairs cloakroom. There is a 

recently fitted kitchen and large adjoining utility room, 
with sink and space for washing machine and tumble 
dryer. The utility room has a door to the garden.  

First floor: Main bedroom with adjacent bathroom and 
separate WC; two additional double bedrooms and a 
single bedroom.  All bedrooms have fitted cupboards. 
Landing with airing cupboard. 

The property has gas central heating and a security 
alarm. There is a good-sized garden, both to the front and 
rear, mostly laid to lawn with shrubs. The front garden is 
hedged with this providing shelter for a vegetable plot 
and small orchard.   

 

What goes on in the church family? 

Although a modest sized congregation, it is committed and enthusiastic.  

Our Regular Worship 

• Weekly 8.00am Eucharist (BCP) 

• Monthly Family Services 10.00am 

• Weekly 10.00am Eucharist (except 1st Sunday) 

• Occasional Evensong 6:00pm (1st Sunday only) 

• Sunday Club (twice monthly) 

 

Our Special Occasion Worship 

• Advent Carol service 

• Christingle 

• Crib building service 

• Carols by Candlelight 

• Christmas Midnight Mass 

• Christmas Day Family service 

• Ash Wednesday Eucharist  

• Mothering Sunday Family service 

• Maundy Thursday Agape meal / service 

• Good Friday Services: Family service and Choral Reflective service 

• Easter Day 

• Ascension Day Eucharist with breakfast 

• Pet (Family) service 

• Forest service 
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• Harvest Festival 

• Remembrance Sunday service 

• All Souls Evensong Eucharist 

• School : Harvest, Christmas, Easter & Leavers’ services 

 

Christmas services attract 500+ in total. Harvest Festival 

services, including school service, involve 250+. Remembrance 

Sunday sees almost 200 attending. 

Our Community and Family Outreach 

• Weekly School Assemblies (Rector, and Open the Book team) 

• Weekly Pathfinder after school club 

• Quarterly pre-school Play ‘n Praise  

• House and Sick visits and communions 

• Locus Youth Group fortnightly (jointly with Balcombe Parish 

Council) 

• Weekly evening Housegroups  

• Weekly morning Housegroup (in local Care home)  

• Monthly Bible Study group 

• Active Mother’s Union regular events; and social suppers for 

younger mothers 

• Parish Outings (places of interest) 

• Parish BBQ in August 

• Annual Quiet Day 

• Social events (e.g. progressive supper) 

• Open garden events 

Our Music 

• Weekly choir practice with active and enthusiastic choir 

• Weekly Bell ringing, with visiting teams 

• Concerts from several visiting choirs 

• Musical events and Workshops 

Our People 

There are currently 127 members on our electoral roll. A typical Sunday involves 50-

60 of our worshipping community, which in total consists of these age groups: 

Under 11   144 

11 – 17     21 

Adults 18-69     105 

Over 70s     53 

Active Congregation              323  
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We have a good mix of skills to support the Rector and Wardens, with 

a committed PCC. 

We also have active and generous participation from many in the 

congregation who take on numerous roles to help ensure the smooth 

running of the church, including duty warden duties, the taking of the 

intercessions and involvement in the running of the family services. 

For more information about our Occasional Services & Safety, see 

Appendix B 

     The School 

We have a very warm and productive link with our local 

Church of England primary school, which we want to 

maintain and which is supported by the Rector (ex officio 

Governor) and two church members as Foundation 

Governors. The Head (12 years in post) lives in the village, 

has a young family, and leads a very committed team. 

There are over 130 pupils, and a PTA. 

Since January 2017, St Mary’s has provided a team to 

lead the Bible Society’s Open the Book story-telling 

initiative at school assemblies. This takes place every 

other week during term time, and was continued by 

video link during lockdown. The Rector leads the 

assembly on alternate weeks.  

St Mary’s members also lead Pathfinders, and a periodic 

Prayer Spaces initiative. 

The school holds its Harvest, Christmas, Easter and 

Leavers’ services in St Mary’s. 

The church also has a monthly prayer group, which is 

open to all including parents, to pray for the spiritual 

wellbeing of the school. 

Please have a look at the website: 

http://www.balcombeschool.co.uk/website/  
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Administration & Finance 

The PCC of 14 members meets regularly, with the Standing Committee meeting 

from time to time as needs be.  

We have an excellent church administrator who supports the Rector and the 

PCC.  

The Parish owns a printer/ copier/binder, which is kept in a parishioner’s home. 

This is used to print the Parish magazine, weekly sheets and other booklets as 

needed. 

Our annual income in 2020 was £81,000. At 31st December 2020 our cash 

reserves were £67,000 and we had investments with a cost of £150,000. These 

funds include monies received from some large legacies (which, under our 

legacy policy, are set aside to fund significant projects), together with some 

restricted funds. 

Most of our church records are now stored online for resilience, and easy 

access. 

The Rector and Churchwardens are trustees of two small trusts: 

• The Parish Room (reg’d charity) 

• The Friends of St Mary’s (reg’d charity) which generously helped to fund the 

£70,000 West End refurbishment 
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APPENDIX A – Map of Balcombe parish 

   

 

          

St Mary’s Church 

Rectory 
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APPENDIX B – Occasional Services & Safety 

Baptisms 

In a normal year, we have an average of up to 10 baptisms per year. Baptisms are usually undertaken at the 

10.00 a.m. Sunday service, or shortly afterwards.  

Weddings  

Again in a normal year, between 5 - 10 weddings a year are celebrated at St Mary's. We also hold services for 

those wishing to renew their marriage vows and for those requesting a service of thanksgiving after a civil 

marriage.  

Funerals 

About 10 - 20 funerals, memorial services or interments are held each year at St Mary’s. 

Other services  

The members of the Ministry Team and others from the congregation are available to visit the sick and elderly 

in their homes or hospital. Communion is taken monthly to the two Balcombe nursing homes and, when asked, 

Home Communion to those unable to attend church.  

Safeguarding and Child Protection  

We commit ourselves to nurture, protect and safeguard all our members, particularly children, young people 
and vulnerable adults. We have a designated Safeguarding and Child Protection Officer and recognise that 
safeguarding is the responsibility of the whole church community.  We believe we exercise proper care in the 
selection, appointment, training and support of those working with children or vulnerable adults, including the 
use of the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) and relevant Safeguarding training.  

Health & Safety 

The PCC have a full policy modelled on that provided by Ecclesiastical Insurance. 
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APPENDIX C – St Mary’s Church Building 

The advent of the railway to Balcombe in 1841 led to an increased population in the village, which led 
to the doubling of the size of the church between 1847 and 1850. The present nave (but not the 
chancel) was added and various changes were made to the south aisle. 

The population of the village continued to grow and the church was still not big enough so between 
1872 and 1875 the north aisle was built, plus a large chancel to accommodate the main altar and choir. 
The small Vestry built in the 1847 renovation was removed to make way for the chancel, with a new 
and larger Vestry tucked into the corner between the north aisle and the chancel. Under it was built a 
boiler room.  

Apart from the memorial windows there are other plaques and commemorations throughout the 
church. Above the rector’s stall in the chancel is a brass plate listing all the rectors since 1333, around 
50 of them, some serving almost the same number of years. A memorial to Balcombe men who died 
in both world wars is next to the British Legion window in the north aisle, and is the focus of the annual 
Remembrance Day service when all the names are read out.  
 
In the front pew of the north side of the nave is a brass plate marking the spot where Queen Mary sat 
at the wedding of her niece on 24th October 1931, the present Queen Elizabeth being a bridesmaid. 

IMPROVEMENTS and RENOVATIONS TO ST MARY’S CHURCH 

Any old building requires constant care and attention, and this church is no exception. Over many 
years, major repairs have been needed to the sandstone walls; the Horsham stone slabs and clay tiles 
to the roofs; the oak shingles on the spire; damage caused by damp penetration; wood rot in floors 
and other woodwork; re-plastering of ceilings; complete internal redecoration; restoration of the 
windows, bells and clock. A large proportion of the cost has been funded by parishioners and visitors 
throughout the ages and more recently, The Friends of St Mary’s Trust and an extensive fund-raising 
programme. 
 

WEST END IMPROVEMENT 
 
The West end of the church has had extensive renovation to include an oak bespoke “tea-point”, 
multiple cupboards, new inner porch with ramp leading to framed glass doors.  This was planned, and 
partly funded, by ‘The Friends of St Mary’s Trust’.  The work has transformed the overall look of the 
church and aided the day to day management of catering and domestic operations. 

 
TOWER - BELLS AND CLOCK 

The sandstone tower with its oak-shingled broach spire was built in the 15th century. The belfry has a 
ring of eight bells, three of them dating back to 1614.  Whitechapel Bell Foundry completed renovation 
work on the bells in 2014.  This included replacing one of the huge bearings supporting one of the 
bells. We were very fortunate to receive support from Sussex Churches Bell Restoration Fund, who 
not only provided a generous grant, but also saved us a substantial sum by providing volunteer labour 
to augment the professionals. 
The Cumbrian Clock Company completed the restoration of the clock during 2014. The work was in 3 
parts: the mechanism within the tower was dismantled as necessary, cleaned and worn parts replaced. 
On the outside of the tower, both clock faces were removed and completely restored. Finally, a new 
mechanism was installed that monitors the clock, and “nudges” the pendulum as and when needed 
such that the clock should theoretically stay accurate without any manual intervention.  
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WINDOWS 

The large west window in the nave is in memory of George and Fanny Amelia Meek, of Brantridge, 
who died on December 8th and 13th 1874 respectively. He was High Sheriff of Sussex who caught a 
fever at Lewes Assizes, of which he and his wife both died. It depicts the arrival of the kings.  
 
Work during 2015 and 2016 saw the extensive renovation of two large stained glass windows on the 
East wall (behind the main altar and the side chapel altar) and the inscriptions on the side chapel 
window are now clear and legible; and the faces of Christ and the Saints on the main window have 
regained their detail.  All the structural defects were repaired.  The single panel window on the West 
wall above the war memorial was restored during the summer of 2014. 
 

THE ROOF 

The roof was retiled in 1988, as commemorated by a wooden plaque inside by the door to the Rector’s 
vestry. Actions are under way to assess the current state of the roof and guttering. 
 

THE LYCHGATE 

In celebration of the Millennium, English Heritage Buildings sponsored a competition throughout the 
South East to donate a Lychgate to the most deserving church.  This was won by St Mary’s, and the 
result is a beautiful oak wood Lychgate. 

 

Provision for the Disabled  

We have good disabled access, with parking set aside for Sunday services and special occasions. We 
have a fully accessible disabled toilet that was built in 1998 on the outside the church at the west end 
of the north aisle.  There is a wheelchair for ad-hoc use.   

Audio-Visual facilities (AV) 

There is a sound system in place, supported by a control desk, amplifier and CD player in a wooden 
cabinet at the West end.  The system has an in-built capacity to extend to audio visual in the future, if 
desired. An induction loop is available in the church for the hard of hearing, with supporting 
equipment to test its functionality. 
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APPENDIX D – Census data 

 

 

Extract from Balcombe Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan 2016 


