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The Benefice of West Barnsley 

Local Area and Benefice: 

The Benefice comprises four adjoining rural parishes: 
Hoylandswaine and Silkstone with Stainborough, 
Dodworth and Cawthorne, with four parish churches. The 
Incumbent lives in a fairly modern four bedroomed 
Vicarage, centrally situated on Silkstone High Street 

 

All Saints, Cawthorne 

All Saints, Silkstone

Silkstone 

St John the Evangelist, 

Hoylandswaine 

St John the Baptist, 

Dodworth 
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Church Services 

Services alternate on a two week cycle with Dodworth (9.30 am) and 
Cawthorne (11.00 am) on the first and third Sundays and Silkstone 
(9.30 am) and Hoylandswaine (11.00 am) on the second and fourth 
Sundays.  When a fifth Sunday occurs, there is a joint benefice service 

alternating in each parish. 

 

The Vicarage 

The Vicarage is located on the High Street in Silkstone Village.  This is 
a brick built detached property with gas central heating and a modern 
security system.  The Vicar’s study and nearby toilet are accessible 
from the front entrance lobby.  The ground floor consists of a lounge, 
dining room (both overlooking the rear garden, fitted kitchen and 
utility room and the study. The first floor comprises four bedrooms, a 
bathroom and separate toilet. 

A concrete garage and parking area is at the side of the house with a 
front lawned and extensive rear garden. 

 

 

 

 

Vicarage Front View Vicarage Rear View 
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Sundry Benefice Policies 

 Incumbents (Ordination of Women) Measure 1993 : This is supported by all PCCs. 

 The Admission of Baptised Children to Holy Communion: Regulations from the 

House of Bishops 2006.  The present policy is to allow baptised children to receive 

Holy Communion before confirmation. 

 Marriage in the Church after Divorce: Present policy allows divorced persons to 

remarry in church after discussion with the Incumbent. 

Individual Parish Financial Highlights 2019 
 

Parish Gross Income Gross Running 
Expenditure 

Allocated Parish 
Share 

Unrestricted 
Reserves 

Cawthorne 60296 28180 32116 46911 

Dodworth 34000 12500 26500 14000 

Hoylandswaine 33265 10705 22555 75000 

Silkstone 57221 17933 45631 38544 
 

      The Incumbent we would like: 

 A person who has vision for the benefice and the ability to lead it with an agreed list 

of objectives. 

 A people person who will be a visible presence among us and engage positively with 

the church and the wider community.  

 A person with ability to guide and support us with our plans. 

 Someone with a friendly, versatile and tolerant approach to others and sensitive to 

the needs of different age groups.  

 A person at ease with different styles of worship and preaching.  

 Someone with the ability to effectively manage working time and harness the skills of 

others to help achieve a manageable workload. 

We feel that help is needed to: 

 build positive relationships between church and community making the church a 

visible and relevant part of the lives of people in our communities.  

 assist church community to grow in faith within the context of its worship, music, 

teaching and wider social activity. 

 develop and encourage lay teamwork in the parishes and in the benefice as a whole 

and where appropriate be a front person at events. 

 to maintain and strengthen relationships with local schools, young people/families 

and other faiths/denominations. 

 to accept our present worship styles but introduce changes, if, where and when 

appropriate, to allow the Word of God to be accessible to a wider set of people. 

 



6 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Parishes 

Silkstone  
All Saints and St James 

with Stainborough 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/272845416085718/ 

 

Description of the Parish, the Church and the Area 
 Silkstone is a beautiful village situated in the West of 

Barnsley. The parish of Silkstone with Stainborough 

also includes the villages of Silkstone Common, 

Hood Green and Stainborough. All four villages 

comprise local housing, mostly owner occupied 

with two good primary schools in Silkstone and 

Silkstone Common that attract young families into 

the local area. The area has 

historically been supported by 

mining and agriculture and there 

remains a strong farming element to the area although mining has 

now ceased. Situated  between Sheffield and Leeds beside the M1 

with a train service between Huddersfield and Sheffield and a station 

at Silkstone Common, the area is a popular place to live for workers 

in those cities. There is provision for older people with sheltered 

accommodation in Silkstone. 

 

All Saints,  is a grade I listed building and has been the subject of 

various upgrades in the last 20 years now having toilet facilities and a modern kitchen. A 

Christian church was in place at Silkstone prior to 1066 with the current building dating back 

to the 12th Century, then known as The Minster of the Moor. The central site of the church 

makes it important to the village and not changing the hour on the church clock soon prompts 

adverse comments on Facebook!   
 

Within the churchyard is the Huskar Monument commemorating the awful 1838 tragedy 

when 26 children aged 7 to 17 drowned in a flash flood whilst working in the Huskar Pit at 

Silkstone Common. The Huskar Window, designed and created by local people, was dedicated 

in July 2010 as a lasting memorial within the church to  those children. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

and the East Peak Innovation Partnership. The Bramah Gallery staffed by volunteers  provides 

a wonderful community local history research facility. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/272845416085718/
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Services and Attendance  

There is a Eucharist on the second and fourth Sunday in the month with a full Benefice Service 

at alternating churches on the fifth Sunday. Additional services are held at major festivals. 

 

The electoral roll shows 97 for 2020. In 2019 there were 19 
funerals (including at crematoria), 6 weddings and 13 
baptisms and in 2020 17 funerals, 3 weddings and 5 
baptisms. The 2019 regular Sunday morning adult 
attendance figures were 33. The covid-19 pandemic 
forced us to embrace technology and stream our 
services each week.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

  

Messy Church is held monthly and has a regular 
attendance in excess of 30.  Twenty-two families are on the 
Messy Church register.  

 

The parish has excellent links with Old Silkstone Brass Band who 
join us at Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas and the annual 
“Silkstone Sing”  in aid of hospital charities.  The Vicar and Messy 
Church Leader lead collective worship in school and the school 
holds its Easter, Harvest and Christmas services in the 
church. Good relationships have also been developed with the 
local Cubs and Scouts, with a St George’s Day Service being held 
each year as well as a Christmas celebration. 
 

 Social Activities and Fundraising 

The church has many social activities and fund raising events throughout the year including:- 

 

 Weekly coffee mornings. 

 A Christian Aid collection. 

 Book sales.  

 A duck race.  

 An annual garden party. 

 Raffles. 

 Barbeques and afternoon teas. 

 Occasional concerts. 

 Wonderfully made in Yorkshire – a three day craft fair in 

November. 

 Silkstone Sing – communal singing to raise funds for 

charity. 

 Christmas bazaar and concert 
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Finance 
An analysis of the figures for 2019 shows a deficit of income against expenditure in the region of 

£4,000. However, the figures for 2020 show a deficit of in the region of £20,000 mainly due to Covid-

19 with virtually all fundraising having been cancelled. For both years all the parish share was paid. 

The PCC are committed to the importance of paying the parish share as a priority. 
 

 

What We Can Offer: 
We can offer you a beautiful church and vicarage on a site where Christianity has flourished for over 

a thousand years.  We want to work with you to ensure that it continues to do so far into the future. 

You will be welcomed, appreciated and encouraged in this. 

 

PCC and Other Parish Helpers  
There are 15 people on the PCC including a lay pastoral minister. 

 

In addition, help is provided by members of the congregation with regard to readings, maintenance 

of the churchyard, and recently three people of whom two are PCC members have expressed an 

interest in becoming lay leaders. 
 

The parish has a gifted and talented organist. 
 

The PCC is committed and hard working. The congregation is welcoming and friendly.  We have a 

website and are now streaming services. 
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Hoylandswaine  
St John the Evangelist 
www.facebook.com/hoylandswaine.church 

Local Area and Parish 
Hoylandswaine is a rural village of approximately 550 households, situated two miles from 
the market town of Penistone and adjoins the villages of Cawthorne and Silkstone.  Recent 
housing developments surrounding the church have meant that the village has greatly 
expanded over the last seven years with high value family homes now well exceeding 
affordable housing and the original stone built cottages. 
 
With farming as the only significant industry in the village 
itself, Hoylandswaine is largely a rural commuter village for 
surrounding towns and cities  The population of retired 
people is higher than average. 

The village has its own primary school where the headteacher is keen to continue links with 
the church. Penistone Academy Learning Centre is 2 miles away and is renowned in the district 
for its high standards and successes. The village is well served with a sports club and a village 
hall adjacent to a well-used cricket field and bowling green. There are two pubs; a “country 
eater” and a small ‘village local’. 
 

The Church Building at St Johns, Hoylandswaine 
 
The church is a modest Victorian building designed by Crossland and 
dating back to 1869 with a peal of six bells and a refurbished pipe organ.  
Fixed pews will seat a congregation of c120.  
 

 The pews in the north side of the building have been removed to 
accommodate children’s activities unhindered by fixed pews. 

 

In 2014 a grant was obtained to uncover and conserve a wall painting by the Pre Raphaelite 
artist John Roddam Spencer Stanhope. The building is in good repair and is 
surrounded by a burial ground still in use. 
 

The church hall is an ex RAF hut, housing the toilets, kitchen, hall and storage 
and has reached the end of its life. 
 

 A Faculty to reorder the church interior to incorporate the facilities of the hall 
is at an advanced stage. We hope to replace all fixed pews with chairs on a 
new floor incorporating a new heating system. A meeting room, kitchen and 
toilets are planned for the north aisle and vestry. The intention is to provide a 

flexible area for use by both the church and wider community for worship, outreach, social 
events and fund raising. It is hoped that this will increase links between the church and the 
wider community. 
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The Church Now and in the Future 
 
The average Sunday adult congregation numbers around 32.  
Four young families attend regularly with 9 children ranging 
from a new-born to a 10 year old.  The remaining congregation 
members are largely in the 70 + age group. 
 

Services are middle of the road; neither high church nor 
evangelical.  A regular organist is shared with Silkstone and 
there is a small choir.  Laity assist with the readings, chalice 

administration and hymn selection, and services are traditional. The service content is often 
adapted to suit the occasion or the involvement of the children. 
 

Prior to lockdown a monthly weekday service was regularly attended by a smaller number of 
worshippers. A messy/family church met on an occasional basis.  Trials took place with 
dementia friendly, café church services and lay led services.  The Methodists also held a 
monthly service in church. 

 We look to the future with some less formal services with the intention of attracting younger 
generations from within the parish, of which there are a significant number. 

 The school uses the church at major festivals and at the end of the school 
year.  

During lockdown, services were streamed from 
Silkstone Vicarage and the church used the 
churchyard and porch to keep a high profile with 
exhibitions, helping to coordinate a community 
covid assistance service and an outdoor Christmas 

carol service.  

 

Community Involvement 

The church is keen to maintain a high profile playing its part  
in developing a caring community 

 
In 2014 a substantial grant was obtained to uncover and 
conserve a mural in church by Pre-Raphaelite artist John 
Roddam Spencer Stanhope.  The completion of the 
project was celebrated with a festival which has since 
evolved into a community group organising an annual 
festival, events and community support.  

This annual festival has scope for an increase in 
interaction between the church and the wider 
community. 
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 The church organises a popular luncheon club for the elderly, lonely 

and disabled regular coffee mornings and other events such as 

exhibitions, concerts and a teddy bear parachute jump throughout 

the year and contributes to the village magazine. The Headteacher 

of the village primary school is keen to continue links with the church 

including monthly assemblies by the Vicar. It is hoped that the 

additional facilities may prompt greater use by the school in some of 

its social events. 

 These functions together with the proposed reorder are 

designed to kick start the church becoming a social hub alongside worship and 

community outreach. 

 
We Can Offer: 
 

 A congregation and PCC keen and willing to adapt to change that 
increases the church’s relevance to the modern day community. 

 Reasonable financial reserves, with Parish Share (c £18,500) fully paid 
each year plus charitable donations for other causes. 

 An eagerness to involve and be involved with the general village 
community. 

 A revised internal area which would be much more suited to a variety of 
worship styles, its own social needs and those of the community. 

 A church building in good structural condition. 

 A warm and friendly church community willing to care for, value and 

prayerfully support its minister. 

 

Challenges and Opportunities: 

 Strengthening the relevance of God in a community of today 

 Building links with younger people 

 Examining the possibilities of alternative worship practices such as those 

recently trialled. 

 Outreach to the elderly. 

 Support in our quest to ensure that our building becomes a 21st century 

community asset 
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Dodworth 
St John the Baptist Church 
 

www.facebook.com/Dodworth-Parish-Church 

 

 

Local Area and Parish 
 
Dodworth is a former mining community and is situated 2 miles west of the town centre of 

Barnsley in South Yorkshire, with a population of around 10,000. Local housing is mixed 

modern estates and old cottages with now 

privately-owned former council properties. 

Good motorway access is leading to 

commuters moving into the village. There is a 

railway station with trains running between 

Sheffield and Huddersfield hourly.  Barnsley 

railway station is a good connecting point for 

Leeds, Wakefield and Sheffield.   

 

Ideally situated with immediate access to the M1 motorway and set against the backdrop of 

the gently rolling countryside and the Pennines, Dodworth offers the perfect blend of 

suburban and semi-rural cultures. 

 

The village has two primary schools: Dodworth St John the Baptist C of E Primary Academy 

and Keresforth Primary School. Two secondary schools are nearby – Horizon Community 

College is approximately 1½ miles away and Penistone Grammar School is about 5 miles away. 

A third secondary school - Trinity Academy St Edwards (Church of England Trust) opened in 

September 2021.  

 

A central high street offers amenities including a 

surgery, pharmacy, library with post office facilities, 

Indian and Cantonese take-aways and restaurants, 

cafés, a supermarket, a working men’s club and a 

variety of smaller shops and pubs. The village also 

hosts an award-winning fish and chip shop, three 

hotels, and a pool and leisure centre, together with 

a busy and expanding industrial estate. 
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The Church Building  
 
The church is a Victorian Grade II listed building, built in 
1846. Over the past fifteen years, a lot of work has been 
done to restore and update the church. Some of the pews 
were removed from the back of church and choir pews 
removed to make much needed communal space.  

 
The church can seat up to 120 people in the pews. We are 
able to seat a further 60 people in chairs which we can 
rearrange to suit a variety of services and events. There is a 
vestry and a small meeting room at the back of the church where Sunday School is held. We 
have a toilet at the entrance of the church which is fully accessible and has baby changing 
facilities. 
 
There are two military graves in the churchyard and a vicarage close to the church which will 
be used for Diocesan purposes. 

 
In our future plans we would like to build on the successful 
concerts and social events that we have previously hosted as well 
as to open the building for greater community use.  To this end we 
would like to expand or develop our kitchen facilities and area at 
the back of the church.  We would also like to look into developing 
or increasing parking facilities for the congregation in the church 
grounds  
 

 

Our Community 
 
Following the disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, we are looking to restart and rebuild our 
regular activities, reconnect with and reach out to our community and raise funds to help us 
maintain our established presence in the village. 
 
St John the Baptist Church, Dodworth, retains a broad catholic theology and the centrality of 
the Eucharist, while also embracing fresh perspectives and family-orientated worship within 
this tradition. In our worship we follow modern Catholic liturgy. 
 
The church maintains close links with Dodworth St John the Baptist 
C of E Primary Academy (DSJA) school. The children come to church 
throughout the school year to celebrate religious festivals and our vicar 
regularly goes into both DSJA and Keresforth Primary School for 
collective worship. We also offer successful and vibrant toddler and 
youth groups for young people in the village. 
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Our Thursday service and coffee morning remain a popular cornerstone of church life. We 
have an excellent relationship with the other churches in the village – Dodworth Methodist 
Church and Rosehill Wesleyan Reform Church. We support each other’s activities, provide 
help and assistance when required, and host regular and enjoyable fellowship evenings in 
rotation.   
 
Our church is well established as a focal point of the local community. We support the village 

with such events as the hugely well-attended Remembrance Day Service and the Christingle 

and Carol Services at Christmas and we work with local groups such as the Dodworth Ward 

Alliance and the Dodworth High Street Events Group to maintain 

a visible and supportive presence. We host two large fundraising 

events annually – the Summer Fair/ Afternoon Tea and the 

Christmas Fair – plus a number 

of smaller events in church 

throughout the year.   

 
We are often complimented as a church that is friendly and 
welcoming to all and wish to maintain this important 
quality in the future. 
 
 

We Can Offer: 

Our church aims to be a place where God can access people’s hearts and minds through all 

stages of their lives 

 We are a village that is immensely proud of its mining heritage and close community 
spirit. 

 We have a friendly, welcoming and established congregation. 

 We have a hardworking and loyal PCC. 

 We have a congenial and accommodating church building that is in good repair. 

 We are a recognised cornerstone of village life. 

 We have a firm foundation with excellent potential for growth and development in the 
community. 
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Cawthorne 
All Saints Parish Church 
https://www.facebook.com/cawthorneallsaintschurch 

 

The Church and its 
People 

Cawthorne Parish Church is a Grade II* listed building and is 
recorded in the Doomsday Book. Our church grounds are 
managed to encourage wildlife as part of our Eco-church 
initiative. 
  

Average attendance at Sunday services for 2019 was 39 with 
91 on the electoral role. At present it is 26 but growing since 
lifting of restrictions. So far this year there have been 3 
baptisms, 3 weddings and 12 funerals. Our outdoor Carol 
Service last Christmas attracted over 200 people. 
 

The church is open regularly for visitors and for events such as Open Gardens and concerts. 
The Parish Magazine has information about church events, updates from village groups and 
an article from the vicar. 
 

The Mother’s Union has a strong presence within the parish, taking an active role in Deanery 
and Diocesan events. The craft group meets each month to provide items for Barnardo’s, 
children overseas, the elderly and those in hospital.  
 

We have a Grade I listed organ that is played regularly by our 
organist and visitors. We also have a church choir led by the 
organist.  
 

Cawthorne Church has a strong Ministry Group organising 
holiday messy church activities for approximately 40 children 
and parents. It also plans festival services for events such as 
harvest and Christmas. Other members of the congregation are 
involved as sidespeople, ministers of welcome, lesson readers 
and intercessors. We are keen to utilise the strengths of the 
Ministry Group to promote further development and 
involvement in Ministry. 
 

A strong Churches Together group meets regularly, and joint services are held at various times 
of the year including Remembrance Day, Christmas and Easter. We have also enjoyed monthly 
contemplative “Simply Be” Bible study services. 

https://www.facebook.com/cawthorneallsaintschurch
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The Church and the Community 

Cawthorne is a rural village dating back to medieval times and is home to just over 1100 
residents, nestling in beautiful countryside in the eastern foothills of the South Yorkshire 
Pennines. It is a popular destination for visitors and walkers and has recently been included 

in the Sunday Times list of the best 50 villages in the UK. 
 
 

The village is surrounded by agricultural land and the 
church has strong connections with the farming 
community. Other main industries include tourism, 
focussed on Cannon Hall, Cannon Hall Open Farm, 
Cannon Hall Garden Centre and Naylor Industries, a clay 

pipe works.  
 

Housing within the village varies from medieval to 21st 
century. The Parish Council attained Quality Status in 2004 
and instigated the Village Design Statement, Parish Plan, 
Affordable Housing and the general well-being of the village. 
The general price of property is above average for the 
county. 
 

The population is of a mixed age range and of socio-
economic mix. There are many facilities for all villagers 
including the Children’s Centre, cricket and football clubs, Museum Society, Brownies and 
Over 60s Club. In all, there are over twenty groups within the village.  
             

Cawthorne Church of England (VC) Primary School 
has 160 children on roll and is rated outstanding by 
OFSTED and SIAMS. The recently appointed 
headteacher, Mr Adam Bramall, is very keen to 
maintain and extend links with the church. Children 
attend church for special services and the vicar visits 
the school to lead acts of worship. Members of the 
church are school governors and volunteer to help in 
classrooms.  

 

There is a Village Hall owned by the village and this is where many events take place. We also 
have a small village store with a tearoom, a local post office selling traditional sweets, a public 
house, restaurant, beauty salon, card and gift shop and a busy antiques centre. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



17 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Church and its Buildings 
The church is generally in good condition, as reported in 
the Quinquennial report of 2020. Work to address the 
damp at the base of the tower walls is being carried out 
in January 2022. The church has toilet facilities and a 
small kitchen area. It was re-wired in 2014 and all 
lighting was replaced. The heating boiler is to be 
replaced in October 2021. 
In 2020, work was undertaken to repair guttering and 
some roof timbers which were found to be rotten to the south side of the church. This has 
now been rectified. 
 

There are some high-quality panels by de Morgan and by Roddam Stanhope, and beautiful 
stained glass windows, including one to a design by Burne-Jones and made at the workshops 
of William Morris. We have had many visitors to the church on our weekly open afternoons 
and we hope to resume this soon. 
 

The Parish Room, which was the original Grammar School dating back to the 1640s, includes 
toilets and a kitchen. Various groups use it throughout the 
week, and it is available for private hire when not needed 
for other activities. 
 

There is a peel of six bells, some dating from the 16th 
century, and a dedicated team of ringers which rings every 
Sunday morning, at weddings and on other special 
occasions. We hope any new incumbent will be 
sympathetic to the tradition of ringing. 
 

Finance 
A good deal of fundraising is involved in keeping our finances as stable as possible and a well-
supported Gift Aid scheme adds to our income. We have always managed to pay our Parish 
Share in full. Events include winter and summer fairs; Open Gardens weekend, held 
biannually; hosting concerts and running stalls at events such as the Underneath the Stars 
Festival. Although temporarily suspended, due to Covid restrictions, our monthly Parish 
Magazine also makes a considerable regular income to church funds. Funds have been 
allocated for remedial work to the church with most of the rest going to the Parish Share and 
routine maintenance. 
 

A percentage of income is donated to charities, amongst which is the Diocesan link with Mara 
in Tanzania. This is boosted by generous donations from collections for Christian Aid which 
raised £1811.87 in 2019 and, although slightly down in 2021, £974.98 was raised for the fund. 
The Children’s Society collections also raised £803 last year.  
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The Church Now and in the Future 

The church in Cawthorne today is on a journey of faith which has developed through the hard 
work of the Clergy and the Ministry Group. New initiatives have been introduced and 
absorbed by the congregation and we have been fortunate in having many parishioners who 
are willing and able to develop ideas brought forward. However, during the covid period, our 
church has taken many blows, not least of which has been the end of weekly services, the loss 
of two priests and the heightened sense of risk amongst parishioners. This has had a major 
impact on our church which may take some time to recover from. 
 

In the future we hope to continue strengthening our faith, our links with other churches in 
the benefice and reaching out through mission to a wider population.  
 

There will be many opportunities to be addressed over the next few years and it is envisioned 
that through continued involvement within the community of Cawthorne and ensuring that 
the church remains a focal centre of the village, we will continue to grow both in faith and 
numbers. 
 

We Can Offer: 

 A PCC and congregation that is keen to work with a new incumbent to effect change. 

 Strong financial reserves and the capacity to add to these, year on year, with well 
supported church events and village support. 

 A church building that is in good structural order and that attracts visitors to the 
village. 

 An outstanding local church primary school with a new headteacher who is keen to 
maintain and develop church links. 

 A supportive village community. 

Support for the Incumbent 

 Our PCC has a warden and assistant wardens, vice chair, treasurer, secretary, Deanery 
Synod representatives, fabric officer, safeguarding officer, electoral role officer and 
eco-church officers. 

 Wide involvement of members of the congregation as sidespeople, ministers of 
welcome, administrators of the chalice, lesson readers and intercessors. 

 Verger and Assistant Verger. 

 A strong Ministry Group to support the organisation of services including baptisms. 

 Representation on the Churches Together group to liaise with the village chapel. 

 The Benefice has agreed to contribute to the 
payment of an administrative assistant to support 
the future Incumbent. 

 


