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Section 1 Summary of the Benefice 
 
The Benefice of Ackworth and Badsworth was formally established in January 2021. We are two 
parishes with three churches, two in Ackworth and one in Badsworth. 
 
We are at the beginning of our journey to learn about one another and learn from one another.  
We are enthusiastic about working more closely together in God’s mission within our communities. 
Our three churches are: 
 
Ackworth – St Cuthbert’s Church, Cross Hill, Ackworth, Pontefract. WF7 7EJ 
 
Ackworth – All Saints’ Church, Wakefield Rd, Ackworth, Pontefract. WF7 7DF 
 
Badsworth – St Mary the Virgin, Badsworth, Pontefract. WF9 1AJ 
 
Clergy in the Benefice 
As well as the Rector, Ackworth is fortunate in having an Assistant Priest, Rev. Paul Fox, a Self-
Supporting Minister. In addition, we have Rev Mike Croft in the Parish, who is also a Self-Supporting 
Minister who is available to provide cover and has been helping throughout the Vacancy by taking 
regular services. 
 
Regular Services in the Churches:   
 
Sunday: 8.30am Eucharist All Saints’  
  9.30am Eucharist St Cuthbert’s 

10.30am Morning Worship All Saints’ 
11.00am Eucharist St Mary’s 
3.30pm Afternoon Worship All Saints’ 

 
Wednesday 9.30am Eucharist All Saints 
 
Special Responsibilities 
The Rector is a governor at the Ackworth Howard C of E (VC) School and at Badsworth C of E (VC) 
Junior & Infant School. He/She is also a Trustee of Ackworth United Charities.   
 
Our Website: 
St. Cuthbert's and All Saint's Churches (ackworthcofe.co.uk) 
 
Our Facebook Page: 
Ackworth Parish St Cuthbert's and All Saint's | Facebook 
 
Our YouTube Channel: 
Ackworth and Badsworth Benefice - YouTube 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ackworthcofe.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/AckworthParishStCuthbertsAndAllSaints
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFKw7SLdifuzqr3YUHgpDAA/videos
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Section 2: About the Parishes  
 
Ackworth  is an historic village, containing a mix of old and new residences, some dating back to 
the 1600s.  It is a large semi-rural village about three miles south of Pontefract, West Yorkshire. The 
village has a long history - the name was first recorded in the Domesday book of 1086 as Aceuurde 
and it is thought it became more formalised to ‘Ackworth’ in the 1800s. The first Ackworth church 
was established around the ninth century. The population at the last published census was more 
than 7,000, but the village has grown significantly since then, with a large housing development at 
the Brackenhill end of the village. We estimate that the population is now 9,000 to 11,000. It 
consists of four definite areas – High Ackworth, in which is situated the parish church of St 
Cuthbert, Low Ackworth, Moor Top (the site of All Saints’ Church) and Brackenhill.  Proximity to the 
neighbouring towns and motorway networks makes Ackworth essentially a commuter village.  
Surrounding Ackworth is a large area of beautiful farmland with many pleasant footpaths and 
walks. 
 
 

Badsworth is a village and civil parish in the City of Wakefield Metropolitan District in West 
Yorkshire, England. According to the 2001 census it had a population of 583, increasing to 682 at 
the 2011 census.  The village is located 6 miles south of the market town of Pontefract and has 
excellent transport links being close to the A1 and M62 as well as having good rail links via nearby 
stations. 
 
The name Badsworth has its roots in Old English and is listed in the Domesday Book as Badesuude, 
meaning Bades’ enclosure. Badsworth is described by writer David Gerrard, in ‘The Hidden Places of 
Yorkshire’, as “a jewel, a delightful village of old houses and mature trees.” Part of the village is 
designated as a Conservation Area, and it is proud of its history. For those who live here, the village 
provides an oasis of peace and tranquillity in an otherwise hectic world. 
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Both Ackworth and Badsworth are thriving village communities with many social events happening 
throughout the year. Ackworth is well-served with a variety of amenities including shops, a garden 
centre, pubs and restaurants. It is close to Nostell Priory which is a National Trust property.  
 
Schools in the Benefice:   
 
Ackworth 
 
Primary Schools: Ackworth Howard Church of England (VC) Junior & Infant School 
   Outwood Primary Academy Bell Lane 
   Mill Dam School – Waterton Academy Trust 
 
Other: Oakfield Park School (Secondary school for 11–19-year-olds with severe, 

complex or profound and multiple learning difficulties) 
    

Ackworth School, Quaker Independent School (day and boarding) 
 
Badsworth  Badsworth Church of England (VC) Junior & Infant School 
 
 
 
The Rectory   
The Rectory is situated in Ackworth and is a 
modern detached four bedroomed house, 
which has been recently refurbished, with a 
study and a large garden, situated next to St 
Cuthbert's Church.  The bottom part of the 
garden is a wildlife area with a pond, which is 
home to great crested newts. This is a site of 
special scientific interest. 
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Section 3: About the Churches in Ackworth  (St Cuthbert’s and All Saints’) 
 
Church Buildings 
There are two churches - the Parish Church of St Cuthbert, High Ackworth, and the daughter church 
of All Saints’ at Moor Top on the Wakefield Road.  The nave and chancel of the parish church were 

rebuilt in 1854, but there has been a church on this site since 
the 9th century and the tower dates back to the 14th Century.  
All Saints' Church was built in 1888 as a Chapel of Ease, to serve 
the increasing population at Moor Top, when the quarrying and 
mining industries became dominant.  The Parish Church has 
seating for about 200.  All Saints' Church can seat about half that 
number.   
 
Both churches are well-maintained with most recommendations 
from the Quinquennial Report having been carried out.  Both 
churches have closed churchyards, which are maintained by 
Wakefield MDC. 
 
Churchmanship/Traditions 
Ackworth could be described as a 'middle of the road' parish in 
terms of its churchmanship, but one thing that has stood out is 
the way in which it has successfully held in balance a wide range 
of preferences, traditions and practices, each equally respected. 

People bring with them their own traditions and experiences and we seek to see the beauty and 
value in each style.  We believe that it is important to maintain this balance and we seek genuinely 
to serve everyone.   
 
We have successfully employed Taize and Celtic Liturgy) 
on particular occasions. We use the Audio-Visual screens 
at St Cuthbert’s to enhance worship with the addition of 
visual images and different styles of music. 
    
The Music Group has introduced the parish to a wider 
variety of worship songs, and this has been very much 
welcomed, but there is usually a mix of all styles and 
more traditional hymns are also valued.   
 
Children have been encouraged to join in the services as part of sermons and by presenting the 
bread and wine. They have also taken a lead in readings, intercessions and leading during non-
Eucharistic services.  
                
The Congregations 
 Pre-Covid, our congregations ranged from young adults and parents with children to older 
parishioners. Previously, there was a lively Junior Church (up to 9 children) at St. Cuthbert’s, and we 
would hope to build this up again in the future. Each Sunday, there are approximately 60 people 
worshipping across the parish in the two churches. There are currently 101 on the Electoral Roll. 
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Our experience of the church community is that it is tolerant, open-minded and welcoming. The 
congregations largely reflect the ethnic make-up of the village but tend overall to be older and 
more middle-class. This is a challenge, as we recognise that in order to truly become the Kingdom 
of God, we need to be walking alongside everyone in the village.  For example, we see Baptism 
ministry as a mission opportunity.  We would want to see greater Lay involvement in Baptism 
ministry and preparation, as this is an area which offers 
opportunities for growth. The church places a high value on 
Lay involvement in collaboration with ordained ministry.   
 
The parish has organised its own pilgrimage-style 
excursions to Lindisfarne, Durham, Whitby, Ripon and Filey 
and on one occasion has also joined the nationally 
organised pilgrimage to Walsingham.  
 
Laity 
Although we do not currently have a Licensed Lay Minister (one has become our Assistant Priest!), 
we have been well-served with Readers / LLMs in the past and the parish welcomes and 
encourages Lay ministry.  We are involved in the training of LLMs. Prior to Covid, Lay people 
assisted with the chalice at both churches and there is a Lay team which leads the intercessions at 
St Cuthbert's Church.  There is a considerable amount of lay skill to be utilised at both churches and 
the development of the laity is important to us.  The church has instigated and further developed 
and encouraged individual ministries, such as the setting up of a well-supported singing group for 
people with dementia and their carers, and Little Friends Baby and Toddler Group. 
 
Pastoral  

We have always considered pastoral ministry to be of high importance.   
The Pastoral Team oversees the pastoral work of the Parish; there is 
considerable informal pastoral support 
amongst the congregation, but we aim to 
encourage good communication, prayer and 
training to ensure that all needs are met. Our 
Prayer Chain is well used and disseminates 
confidentially items for prayer and 
thanksgiving either by telephone or email 
according to the members' preferences. 

Fourteen members of our congregation attended a four-week 
bereavement training course in the past, and it was identified that 
we needed, as a parish, to be able to invite both people on the 
fringes of the church and those who might be lonely following the 
loss of a loved one.  We have had a tradition of an annual service 
for the Bereaved, and post-Covid we are anticipating continuing with this.  
 
Several people recently attended the Sanctuary course, working towards increasing the inclusivity 
of the churches as well as an increased awareness of the need to be aware of our own wellbeing.          
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Supporting Children and Young People  
We hold a twice monthly Baby and Toddler Group (Little Friends).  
We consider this a priority group, and would welcome someone 
able to increase its frequency, as we saw that some of the parents 
and carers who attended prior to the pandemic were beginning to 
come to church.   
 
Although Ackworth Howard School is our church school with 
church representation on the governing body, we have good 
relationships with all the schools in Ackworth.  We were 
developing a significant ministry in our local primary schools; the 
previous Incumbent and Assistant Priest were regular active 
visitors and have recently been sending videos to the schools and 
engaging with Collective Worship via zoom. Visits to the schools have now resumed. 
 
Prior to Covid the youth team organised After School Clubs in all our Primary schools entitled The 
Meerkat Club. These were very well received and led to a regular Friday evening youth event, called 
The Meerkat Meetup, with the children and parents having the opportunity to meet with children 
from other schools and from within the church community. These sessions were loosely based on 
Sweaty Church. 
 
There have been Joint Schools Services at Harvest and Christmas and we would like to organise one 
at Easter in future years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Finance and Fundraising – St Cuthbert’s and All Saints, Ackworth 
Traditionally the Parish has paid its Parish Share in full. However, due to the Covid pandemic and 
lockdown this was not possible in 2020 and is unlikely to be realised in 2021. 
 
Regular giving by the congregation makes a considerable use of stewardship envelopes, direct to 
bank giving and gift aid envelopes. This has benefitted the Parish through tax recovery from HMRC. 
We have also introduced a digital giving machine which assists non-cash carrying visitors.  
 
There has been a considerable amount of fundraising in the Parish previously through coffee 
mornings, church fairs, galas, raffles, selling calendars, concerts and other fund-raising events. 
However, again due to Covid this has been significantly reduced in 2020 and 2021 but it is expected 
that this will be resumed in 2022. 
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At the last quinquennial review substantial repair works were identified at St Cuthbert’s and some 
repair works at All Saints. Despite delays due to Covid the most urgent works have been carried out 
but significant repairs are still outstanding. The remaining repair works will require grant aid to be 
sought by the Parish for these to be completed in the short or medium term. 
 
Community 
There is a weekly Coffee Morning at All Saints' 
Church, run by a committed team of volunteers, 
which is well supported by the community, 
including the local special school. Several people 
who attend rely on this weekly event to meet 
others. The 'Thursday Club' was created to be an 
opportunity for people to meet socially with a 
wide range of topics and activities and for those 
recently bereaved to be able to feel a part of a 
group.  A ‘Knit and Natter’ group meet on a weekly 
basis, enjoying fellowship and a shared hobby. 
Certain services are very well attended by the community, in particular the Christingle, Christmas 
Eve Crib Service, Harvest, Mothering Sunday and Remembrance Sunday services.  We also host the 
Council service for the switching on of the Christmas lights each year, followed by seasonal 
refreshments. The church is a founding member of ‘This is Ackworth’, a community organisation set 
up to benefit the village. 
 
Mission 
The parish is committed to mission and service, seeing this as inherently linked to all aspects of our 
work. We are keen to develop the use of All Saints’ Church, which is already used by some groups 
e.g. Little Friends, Meerkats and ‘Down Memory Lane’ singing for dementia group. A number of 
other groups have expressed an interest in using the church should the facilities be more suited to 
their needs.  We therefore hope that we will be able to develop our opportunities for mission 
within the community by creating a more flexible space to enhance worship and provide a meeting 
area for church and community groups.  Work towards this development is underway. 
 
 In the past there was a team of baptism visitors and where possible, each baptism family would 
have a supporter who would visit and be a welcoming, friendly face at the actual baptism service 
and beyond.  Baptism families are also invited to 'event' services to maintain a contact and to Little 
Friends Baby and Toddler Group where appropriate.  We have new regular attenders in church who 
have begun coming to services via baptisms, weddings and funerals.  
 
The Events Group organises a social programme throughout 
the year, and some of these provide opportunities for 
outreach, community involvement, and/or fundraising. These 
include social events such as the Ackworth Gala teas and an 
annual Afternoon Tea, which have created and extended a 
'fringe' for mission. Church events are advertised by poster 
and in the parish magazine, and also on our website and on 
Facebook.  We are finding that social media is reaching an 
additional and wider group. 
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Section 4:    About the Church in Badsworth (St Mary’s) 

 

History 

The existence of a church at Badsworth is recorded in the 
Domesday Book but the present church, which is Grade 1 listed, 
was constructed in the first half of the 14th century. St. Mary’s is 
in a relatively good state of repair thanks to a substantial 
amount of work being carried out over the past thirty-five years 
and a generous grant from English Heritage.  There is a 
handsome memorial to Sir John Bright who raised a regiment 
for Parliament during the Civil War, later changed sides and 
after the Restoration was knighted for services to the king and 
he became the Lord Lieutenant of the West Riding of Yorkshire.  
The tower has six bells with an enthusiastic and able ringing 
team who are available for celebratory events. 

 

The Church Today 

 

Churchmanship / Tradition 

Badsworth is of a higher church tradition than Ackworth and would be considered to be Modern-
Catholic. The congregation would be open to increased flexibility and would welcome this 
discussion in collaboration with the new Incumbent.    

 

The congregation at St. Mary’s averages between 24 and 30 on Sunday mornings.  There are 44 on 
the Electoral Roll. One of our challenges is to increase the number of people who worship in our 
church.  To do this we need to reach out into the community and to those who are looking for 
spiritual enrichment; this can be achieved by offering a range of social activities to everyone in the 
parish and in particular newcomers. 

 

There is a children’s corner with a wide variety of 
resources such as books, toys and puzzles.  There are plans 
to update the church to include a toilet and small kitchen 
in the future.  

 

The Organist and Director trains a small and committed 
choir currently consisting of seven sopranos, three 
children and a bass.  The choir takes an active part in 
worship and at Christmas with the annual service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols.  The choir is affiliated to the Royal 
School of Church Music and some members have attained 
the RSCM Bronze and Silver Award.  
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Children 

When there were young children attending church, volunteers with parents on a rota basis 
operated a Sunday School. Children carried out activities for part of the Sunday service and 
attended part of the church service. One of these children is now the youngest member of our PCC. 
Prior to Covid we had started a bimonthly “Crafty Church” on a Sunday afternoon which was open 
to anyone in the community.  The sessions consisted of a variety of crafts and linked to the morals 

and attitudes in the Bible, eg sharing, 
kindness, loving your neighbour and the 
major Christian Festivals.  The afternoon 
ends with a hymn and a prayer.  We have a 
Safeguarding Policy in place and all our 
volunteers have had the necessary checks.  

 

We believe that a primary challenge we 
face at present is to improve our ministry 
to children and young adults so they wish 
to participate in worship, however we are 
also well aware of secular activities which 
compete with regular church attendance. 

  

 

St Mary’s Centre 

The former school is now used for parish events and is available for hire by the community.  We are 
now restarting the monthly coffee morning held on the last Saturday of the month. The centre has 
recently benefitted from the installation of a new kitchen and is about to have a new heating 
system. 

 

Pastoral 

Members of the congregation are very supportive of each other. Our verger in particular keeps in 
regular contact with those who have been recently bereaved. A member of the PCC recently 
participated in a zoom Sanctuary course which explored mental health support through the church. 
We believe more pastoral support could be a beneficial development for St Mary’s. 

 

Services 

Sunday 11.00 am   Sung Eucharist 

There are additional services on Saints’ days and other 
major festivals. The Christmas Carol service is always 
well attended. During the Covid lockdown, the choir 
recorded a service which was posted on Facebook. 

Hymns Old and New is used at St Marys’. 

Baptisms usually take place during church Sunday 
services.  
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Schools 

In Badsworth there is a church voluntary controlled school with approximately two hundred pupils. 
Links with the school are provided by the Clergy, and also by our organist, who pre-Covid used to 
do a fortnightly hymn singing session and a regular assembly; once restrictions are lifted it is hoped 
this ministry will resume.  The school uses the church for Easter, Christmas and Harvest 
celebrations.   

       

Finance 
The church encourages the congregation to make regular donations through standing orders & 
regular weekly envelopes. We are about to introduce a ‘card reader’ to make it easier for 
impromptu giving. We also reclaim money from HMRC through gift aid. 
  
We are fortunate to have received a number of legacies which have helped and continue to aid the 
maintenance of the church building.  
 
Along with many churches fundraising came to a halt last year and this year is also challenging. We 
do have a couple of community groups paying rent to use our church hall and we receive an annual 
rental payment for another building we lease. The PCC will explore the issue of fundraising further 
this year, along with the relaxation of Covid 19 restrictions. 
 
There has been difficulty in meeting the full cost of the Parish Share and due to the Covid 19 
pandemic nothing was paid in 2020. We are however making contributions this year. 
 
A member of the congregation organises the distribution and collection of Children’s Society boxes 
annually & this has continued throughout the pandemic. We have a special collection at Harvest for 
local charities. 
The latest set of accounts for 2020 can be found as an appendix. These accounts are combined with 
St Margaret’s, North Elmsall with whom we have had joint accounting for a few years. From 
January 2021 we have independent accounts and will continue to do so although we are now in a 
joint benefice.  
 
At the moment our income is covering our expenditure, but we do have some unrestricted reserve 
we can make use of if necessary. 
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Section 5:  The last two years….. 
 
When our churches closed at the beginning of Lockdown, we, like many others, were left 
wondering what would happen to our church congregation, and how could the church continue to 
support those in need.  This concern continued for the following eighteen months, but with some 
extra thought and discussion we were able to work in different ways. 
 
At the very beginning, we became the driving force behind the village’s Covid Response, and 
working with Ackworth Churches Together, Ackworth School, Ackworth Parish Council and This is 
Ackworth, we developed a scheme where we could offer volunteer services to anyone who had a 
need they were struggling with, most commonly that was shopping or picking up prescriptions.  
Within one week we had over one hundred volunteers offering their help. 
 
We also assisted the other churches in setting up and managing the Ackworth Food Share initiative.  
Collecting and distributing food parcels to those in need, and working with the Wakefield Council 
Community Hubs, and the South Kirkby Production Park who produced some ready-made meals for 
us. 
 
Easter during the first lockdown was a challenge, but we organised 
something called “A Sign of Hope”.  Here we encouraged people to 
display a cross outside their homes over the Easter weekend, as a sign of 
hope, and we encouraged people to stand on their drives at 11:00am on 
Easter morning, to offer a prayer of hope, and say the Lord’s prayer. 
 
During the various lockdowns, members of the pastoral group 
distributed, Mothering Sunday flowers to members of our congregation, 
Easter gifts, Christmas tree decorations, pocket hugs, knitted poppies for 
Remembrance.  Members of our music group visited those in our congregation who were most 
vulnerable during Advent, to sing Christmas Carols. 

 
For Remembrance we displayed a large blanket of home-
made poppies outside one of our churches. 
 
During the lockdown prior to Christmas, we organised an 
“Angel Trail”.  A series of ten angels along a major 
footpath, with ten questions, which led the follower to one 
of our churches.  A prize was given to one with the correct 
answers drawn out of a bag.  Our churches were decorated 
throughout Advent and open for people to enter and 
experience the sight, sound, and smells of Christmas.  One 
of our churches was lit, and the other had a large lit crib 
outside. 
 
For the following Easter, we had a large cross outside one 
church.  We organised an Easter Trail, along a major 
footpath.  A series of ten questions which told the Easter 
Story led to the foot of the cross at one of our churches.  
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This also involved a new venture into QR codes, which linked to our Church YouTube Channel to 
find the answers to the questions. 
 
During the lockdowns we made greater use of social media, 
including Facebook, the Benefice YouTube Channel, as well 
as the Churches Together YouTube Channel. 
For most Sundays we live streamed a Sunday morning 
service, and produced an afternoon reflection published on 
Facebook, and sometimes YouTube.  We also produced 
Christmas services, and some videos to be used in school 
assemblies/collective worship.  We also made use of Zoom 
for meetings, and for use with schools.  Our Music group 
recorded many different hymns, songs, and Christmas carols that were used online, and in church. 
 
In an attempt to keep our congregations connected, we organised an Advent Calendar via 
Facebook.  Members of our congregation filmed themselves talking about what Christmas means 
for them.  We then published one of these, behind an opening door, each day during Advent.  This 
caught the attention of BBC Radio Leeds! 
 
The majority of this work was lay led, which demonstrates the depth of skill and talent that exists 
within our congregations and what can be achieved when that talent is utilised. 
 

Section 6: Where we are now… 
 
We are now entering our second vacancy in three years (in six months for Badsworth). We have 
been through a pandemic.  Some people are still feeling nervous about coming out, we are just 
beginning to restart some of our previous activities. Although we have high hopes for the future, at 
the moment we are feeling a little tired and weary. We need someone who can inject energy and 
enthusiasm into the life of our congregations, someone who will lead from the front, roll their 
sleeves up, get involved and be an active member in our community.  
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Section 7: Our vision for the future 
 
Areas of Church life which we feel are in need of development. 
 
Building a more united church community and increasing our congregation numbers, especially 
with young people and new families in mind. 

 

Encouraging people back to Church who have not yet returned. 
 

The involvement of younger families and children in the activities of the church, including services, 
PCC activities and the organisation of events and social meetings for the church and community. 

 

Greater interaction with the community and village groups, developing more of a community hub 
to draw a wider community into church. 
 
The main areas of mission that we think the new incumbent should prioritise in their ministry 
 
Addressing the impact of Covid and lockdowns on the Church and the community: bereavement, 
loneliness, loss, mental health and fear. 
 
Provide and/or facilitate pastoral care for the elderly and also the bereaved, in addition to support 
for our young people. 
 
Listening to the congregation and through collaboration, be able to use their strengths and harness 
their energy to lead them forward in faith, utilising their gifts & talents so that we can all engage 
fully in mission. 
 
Building links with our community so that we can participate more in village life as a Church 
Community, supporting community initiatives and village events.  
 
In summary, our three main priorities are: 
 
To establish a collaborative way of working which recognises, develops, encourages and makes use 
of the lay talent across the Benefice to work in partnership with the Clergy to achieve God’s mission 
in this place. 
 
Provide a wide variety of services to meet the needs of all ages. Developing different styles of 
worship to accommodate the different ways people engage with their own spirituality and to build 
a more inclusive church. 
 
Providing a church that is relevant to our community, including moving forward the vision for All 
Saints’ Church in Ackworth  and St Mary’s Centre in Badsworth as community resources and 
ultimately increasing our income to ensure that we remain a viable source for good within the 
village.  
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Section 8: Our Future Incumbent 

 
Our future incumbent would be someone who is willing to listen to the story and history of our 
parishes, to understand and respect their identity and to collaborate with our congregations in 
developing our vision for the future. 
 
We would welcome someone who: 
 

• has a variety of life experiences and who would welcome and thrive on the challenge of 

working in a newly formed benefice: a person who is comfortable and adaptable in leading 

worship in a wide variety of styles across a range of traditions.  

• is friendly and approachable and can engage with people of all ages and backgrounds, being 

able to inspire, motivate and nurture Christian discipleship in people at different stages in 

their faith, building on and developing the skills of individuals and teams within the 

parishes.  

• is in touch with and sympathetic to the needs of young families and children and who will 

enjoy actively engaging with and encouraging them to be part of the worshipping 

community.   

• is an effective and clear communicator who has the gift of listening and communicating to 

develop and grow relationships with all people and who can support growth of both faith 

and congregations. 

• is willing to be involved and be a visible presence in the life of our villages. This would 

include the local schools, existing community networks and supporting community 

initiatives and events.  

• knows their own strengths and weaknesses and is able to recognise when they need help 

and be willing to ask for it. 

 
We are an intelligent and talented group of people, committed to praying and furthering God’s 
mission in this place. We need someone who can bring out the best in us, so as church 
communities we can thrive. We want someone who can help us, revitalise us, lift our spirits and 
bring joy into our worship and our community; someone who will make a difference.  
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Section 9: About the wider context 
 
Ecumenical Working:  The church in Ackworth is particularly proud of the very good working 
relationships and fellowship with the other denominations in the village.  We have a strong 
ecumenical group ('Churches Together in Ackworth').  There is a Methodist Church in the village 
and a Community Church which meets at the Parish Rooms and occasionally at All Saints' Church, 
and a Quaker Meeting House which is part of the independent Quaker School. Although Ackworth 
no longer has its own Roman Catholic Church, we retain good links with those who previously 
worshipped there.  
 
Sadly, over the last eighteen months, we have had to suspend all meetings.  But that did not stop us 
working together.  In fact we worked even harder.  Just before the first lockdown in March 2020, 
we worked together, with the Parish Council, Ackworth School, and This is Ackworth, to develop a 
response to the crisis that was developing.  So, within a week, we had developed a scheme where 
we could offer volunteer services to anyone who had a need which they were struggling with, most 
commonly, that was collecting shopping, or prescriptions.  We had over one hundred people across 
our community offering their services.   
 
Churches Together also worked alongside members of the community to provide the Ackworth 
Community Food Share. This was a great success and provided food and toiletry parcels for more 
vulnerable members of the community. 
 
Under normal circumstances, initiatives organised by Churches Together have included:  

• The oversight of the Fair Trade in Ackworth shop  

• The organisation of Christian Aid Week, which begins with 
an ecumenical service.   

• Each Lent, a series of inter-denominational Lent Groups 
are run, hosted by a different church in turn.   

• Twice a year, at Christmas and Easter, the Ackworth 
churches join together for a short open-air service in the 
car park of the local Co-Op.  

• The Women's World Day of Prayer service. 

• The Village Carol Service. 

• The Easter Concert (a service with readings and devotional music) at the Quaker School. 

• Each Christmas the churches produce a Christmas card, delivered to each house in the 
parish, which details all the Christmas services and events put on by each of the 
denominations. 

 
 

Although not recently involved in Ecumenical 
collaboration, the congregation of Badsworth Church are 
keen to become involved in the Ecumenical relationships 
within the Benefice.  

 
 

Ackworth Churches Together Youtube: 
Find us at: http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0pjUbRUud4PvSIOM3SCoag 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0pjUbRUud4PvSIOM3SCoag
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Section 10 The Diocese of Leeds 
 

In this new diocese, now seven years old, we are working with three core objectives:  

Confident Christians: Encouraging personal spiritual renewal with the aim of producing clergy and 
laity who are confident in God and in the Gospel.  

Growing Churches: Numerically, spiritually and in their mission to the wider world.  

Changing communities: For the better, through our partnership with other churches and faith 
communities, as well as government and third sector agencies.  

The Diocese came into being at Easter 2014 following the dissolution of the historic dioceses of 
Bradford, Ripon & Leeds and Wakefield. This followed a three-year process of debate and 
consultation driven by the Diocese's Commission. It covers a region whose economy is greater than 
that of Wales. Background papers to the reorganisation process can be read at 
www.wyadtransformation.org. 
  
The Diocese comprises five Episcopal Areas, each coterminous with an Archdeaconry. This is now 
one of the largest dioceses in the country and its creation is unprecedented in the history of the 
Church of England. It covers an area of around 2,425 square miles, and a population of around 
2,642,400 people.  
 
The three former dioceses were created in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to cater 
for massive population changes brought about by industrialisation and, later, mass immigration. 
The diocese comprises major cities (Bradford, Leeds, Wakefield), large industrial and post-industrial 
towns (Halifax, Huddersfield, Dewsbury and Barnsley), market towns (Harrogate, Skipton, Ripon, 
Richmond and Wetherby), and deeply rural areas (the Dales). The whole of life is here, along with 
all the richness, diversity and complexities of a changing world.  
 
The diocese is dissected by major motorways (M1, A1M, M62) and major trunk roads (such as the 
A650, A59), making road and rail communications good. Access to airports is also good, with Leeds-
Bradford in easy reach and Manchester only an hour away.  
 
The Diocesan Bishop is assisted by five Area Bishops (Bradford, Huddersfield, Kirkstall (Leeds area), 
Ripon and Wakefield) and five archdeacons (Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, Pontefract, Richmond & 
Craven).  
 
There are 323 stipendiary clergy, 165 self-supporting clergy and 398 clergy with PTO along with 408 
Readers, 125 lay pastoral ministers and 52 chaplains in 656 churches with 256 church schools.  
 
The Diocese is unique in having three cathedrals: Bradford, Ripon and Wakefield and over the past 
year the cathedrals have begun to work together on the key Diocesan services as well as developing 
three strands that they will offer to the diocese – pilgrimage, civic engagement and apologetics. 
This new diocese, led by the bishops, is working out how best to create a diocese with more than 
one cathedral, and to develop the ministry and outreach of these cathedrals in a way that secures 
their future and recognises their distinctiveness.  
 
The diocese has inherited strong partnership links with Sudan, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Southwest 
Virginia, Skara (Sweden) and Hannover (Germany).  

http://www.wyadtransformation.org/
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