
Welcome
to the Parishes of Horbury Junction, 

Middlestown & Netherton
The two distinct parishes of Horbury Junction, Middlestown and 

Netherton are looking forward to working more closely together as 
we move towards becoming a United Benefice in due course.

This is an exciting time for both parishes as we start to share our 
resources and experiences and gain from each other’s contributions.

To achieve these aims we would like an energetic Priest-in-Charge 
who has the vision and leadership skills to move the Parishes towards 
the United Benefice, developing and strengthening God’s Kingdom in 

the places where we live.



The priest we are seeking is 
someone who can:
• Provide inspiration by being committed to 

spiritual growth, both collectively and 
individually

• Encourage and enable our ministry teams to 
work together, using our talents and gifts to 
further the Kingdom of God

• Keep our churchmanship fresh and appealing 
for our worshippers and the community

• Communicate with and relate to all ages, 
listening to others and being approachable

• Delegate appropriately
• Challenge where 

needed, respectfully and 
caringly

• Be a visible part of our 
local communities

• Work ecumenically with 
Horbury Churches 
Together and maintain 
the strong connection 
with Trinity Methodists, 
Netherton

• Maintain and, in Horbury 
Junction, rekindle the 
relationship with local 
schools

• Develop our appeal to young families
• Encourage lay leadership
• Promote stewardship
• Welcome a diversity of people using resources 

from Living in Love and Faith
• Bring a sense of humour

As congregations and PCCs we 
can o�er you:
• A warm welcome and help to settle into the 

Parishes and the community
• Being outward looking and continue to engage 

with the local community, including local 
schools

• Our skills and strengths to support you and the 
work that needs to take place here

• A strong spirit of care and fellowship, love and 
understanding

• Willingness to embrace change and look 
towards the future

•   Experienced wardens and 
o�cers able to support 
you

•   The opportunity to take 
advantage of the 
excellent clergy 
development o�ered by 
the Leeds Diocese

•   Support for spiritual 
development through 
retreats and time with a 
Spiritual Director

•   Payment of all 
appropriate expenses

Horbury Junction, Middlestown and Netherton are 
members of Horbury Churches Together, which 
includes four Anglican parishes, two Methodist 
churches and a Salvation Army corp. 
Representatives from each church attend business 
meetings and the Priest-in-Charge is expected to 
be a Trustee. Alongside joint services, street 
collections, lunches and monthly services in local 
residential homes, Horbury Churches Together, as 
its main venture runs the Breakthrough Youth 
Project aimed at supporting 11-18 year olds in the 
town in conjunction with Horbury Academy.

The Priest-in-Charge will live in the Vicarage at St Mary’s, Horbury Junction 
and further details of the Vicarage are in the St Mary’s brochure.



Wider context
The two Parishes adjoin and have di�erent 
characteristics (Horbury Junction is suburban/light 
industrial and Middlestown and Netherton rural). 
Horbury has good high street shopping with a 
Co-op supermarket, bookshop, florist, Post O�ce, 
dry cleaner, butchers, greengrocer, library, jeweller, 
several cafes, pubs and good restaurants. For 
healthcare Horbury has a medical centre, a dentist 
and an optician. The area around is rural, with 
beautiful countryside.  From the vicarage itself there 
is easy access to local walks: the river Calder, Calder 
and Hebble Canal towpath and the Coxley valley 
between Middlestown and Netherton. Middlestown 
and Netherton have a primary school each and other 
amenities such as chemists, doctors, dentists and a 
few corner shops.
Wakefield is easily 
accessible and has the usual 
city facilities including 
theatre, cinema etc., and a 
major hospital with A&E 
facilities. We have the 
award-winning Hepworth 
Art Gallery in Wakefield and 
the Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
is nearby. The Parish of 
Middlestown and Netherton 
includes the National Coal 
Mining Museum. The city has 
excellent travel links with 
mainline rail to Scotland, 
London, Birmingham and the south-west plus 
motorway connections to all points on the compass. 
Close to Leeds and She�eld, it is also less than 45 
miles to both the heart of the Peak District to the 
south and the Yorkshire Dales to the north. There are 
international airports at Leeds/Bradford and 
Manchester.
Large shopping centres and outlets are close by, 
Wakefield City’s own Trinity Walk shopping Centre is 
5 miles away and Meadowhall (She�eld) is 
approximately 20 minutes’ drive down the M1 
motorway. The local small towns of Ossett and 
Horbury have several individually styled shops and 
Ossett has a market on Tuesday and Fridays. 

The Diocese of Leeds
The Diocese of Leeds was created in 2014 
(previously also known as the Diocese of West 
Yorkshire and the Dales). It has 3 core objectives:
Confident Christians: encouraging personal spiritual 
renewal with the aim of producing clergy and laity 
who are confident in God and in the Gospel.
Growing Churches: numerically and spiritually in 
their mission to the wider world
Changing Communities: through partnership with 
other churches and faith communities as well as 
Government and third sector agencies.
The Diocese has major cities (Leeds, Bradford, 
Wakefield), large industrial and post-industrial towns 
(Halifax, Huddersfield, Dewsbury, Barnsley), market 

towns (Harrogate, Skipton, 
Ripon, Richmond and 
Wetherby), and rural areas 
like the Dales. The whole of 
life is here with all the 
richness, complexity and 
diversity of a changing 
world. 
The Diocese is intersected 
by major motorways (M1, 
A1M, M62) and major trunk 
roads (A650, A59) making 
road communication good. 
There also good rail and bus 
links across the Diocese. 

The Diocesan Bishop is assisted by five area Bishops 
(Bradford, Huddersfield, Kirkstall (including Leeds), 
Ripon and Wakefield) and five Archdeacons 
(Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, Pontefract, Richmond and 
Craven).  The Diocese has 3 cathedrals in Bradford, 
Ripon and Wakefield.  This is the largest Diocese in 
the country, covering an area of 2 400 square miles 
and with a population of around 2.6 million people. 
The Diocese has strong partnership links with Sudan, 
Sri Lanka, Tanzania, SW Virginia, Skara (Sweden) 
and Hannover (Germany).




