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1. Introduction 

 
Our mission  

We are a family of faith who believe in the love of Jesus and the teachings of 

the Christian Faith. We commit ourselves to sharing this love and living out 

our faith prayerfully, in and amongst our   communities. We are 

approachable and respond sensitively to the needs of the Parish through 

care, support, action and prayer. 

 

                      St. Luke’s                                                                     St. Andrew’s 
 

 

This Parish is served by two churches, St Luke’s Middlestown and St 
Andrew’s Netherton. We have been very active in our communities of 
Netherton, Middlestown and Overton supporting young and old with 
various outreach activities in our church buildings and with the two schools 
in the Parish. With the advent of Covid this has been hugely reduced, but 
we have continued to meet in church in accordance with Government 
guidelines. We aim to re-start some outreach activities and look to 
introduce new streams of work that match the demographics of our Parish. 
Both churches have small congregations but continue to be the centre of the 
rural villages, supporting a large circle of people beyond those in our 
congregations.  
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2.Welcome to our Parish 
 

The Parish and the local area 

This Ecclesiastical Parish dates back to 1878. The old St Luke’s church 
building consecrated in 1878 became unsafe and was demolished and   the 
present building was consecrated in 1974. St. Andrew’s Church was 
consecrated in 1881. They are very different buildings with separate 
communities and congregations but in faith and spirit are firmly one Parish. 

Neither church has a graveyard but both communities are served by 
cemeteries   administered by the Constitutional Parish Council of 
Sitlington which covers Middlestown, Overton, Midgley and 
Netherton. 

The Parish is part of the Wakefield Deanery of the Wakefield Episcopal 
Area in the Diocese of Leeds. 

The two churches are linked by the Coxley Valley a wooded area of 
streams and lakes   which is popular for walking and considered a beauty 
spot.  The Parish is close to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park and the 
Hepworth Gallery is nearby in Wakefield. The National Mining Museum 
for England is within the parish itself. The area around is rural and is 
one of beautiful countryside yet close to the motorways enough to have 
good links to various cities in the North of England.   

The Parish has three pubs, three corner shops a fish and chip shop, a 
hairdresser, a dentist and a doctor’s surgery.  New Hall (Her Majesty’s 
Prison) is nearby and is a major employer within the area. The area also has 
a local firm of timber merchants (Earnshaw’s) that employs local people.  

There is a regular bus service to Wakefield, Huddersfield and beyond 
though not between the two communities. It is a pleasant walk across the 
Coxley Valley and woods between the two villages. The main line rail links 
at Wakefield, Dewsbury and Huddersfield are a short distance from the 
Parish. 

Large shopping centres and outlets are close by, Wakefield City’s own 
Trinity Walk shopping Centre is 5 miles away and Meadowhall (Sheffield) 
is approximately 20 minutes’ drive down the M1 motorway. The local small 
towns of Ossett and Horbury have a number of individually styled shops 
and Ossett has a market on Tuesday and Fridays. We are fortunate to have 
a variety of excellent restaurants close by serving good food. 
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Ecumenical links 

The Parish works closely with Trinity Methodists in Netherton, sharing 
both worship   and social events, presently we have an arrangement of 
united worship when a 5th Sunday occurs, this service rotates between the 
three churches. The nearest Roman Catholic Church is close by in Ossett. 

We work closely with Horbury Churches Together for worship and social 
events   and support their work with young people, including raising money 
for them.  

Schools & Education 

The schools in the two villages have nursery and primary age classes. Both 
work closely with the churches for provision of the curriculum and for 
worship. At the end of primary education most children   move to Horbury 
Academy and some to Ossett School. 

Young people complete their education to A level and equivalent at 
Ossett 6th form college or one of the other local colleges who may 
specialise in specific subjects. There are good universities nearby at 
Huddersfield, Leeds and Sheffield. 

 

Demographics (2019 City Population Estimates, from ONS) 

The population of the Parish is around 5911 broken down by age as follows: 
 

0-17years  16.6% 

18-64 years   60.3%  

65 years + 23.1%6 

  
The gender distributions are - males 54.9% and females 45.1%. The ethnic 
minority population is 2.2% of the total population.  

The majority in our congregations are aged 65 years and over.  
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2. Life at Both Churches 

 

We follow a traditional Anglican service.  We are known as a very sociable 
crowd, renowned for our ability to provide good food and entertainment, 
and we support many charities, local, national and international. 

We approach events and situations in a prayerful way, we have had a 
monthly rota of prayer for each area in the Parish which was published 
weekly in our news’ letter. This has stopped due to the lockdown. We 
would like to further expand both our own prayer life and our ability to 
pray for and   with others.  

There is no formal sick visiting scheme but the informal visiting in each 
community is   much appreciated.  

The two churches work well together and are welcoming to all. Outreach 
work is a major part of our agenda, both to serve our community and as a 
mission to increase the worshipping community. We are committed to pray 
and work to increase the interest of younger people and families who live in 
our communities.  

 

Services 
Sunday service times alternate in both churches, at 9.30 and 11 am with the 
5th Sunday being a joint service between our congregations and the 
Methodists. St Andrew’s has a family orientated service every 4th Sunday of 
the month. Each Sunday service is a Eucharistic service and is broadly 
traditional within the framework of Common Worship and using seasonal 
service books developed in the Parish. The Reserved Sacrament is kept in 
both churches and the Priest regularly t     a     k      e      s          this out to housebound 
parishioners. Clergy are robed and there is a team of servers and those who 
are licenced   to administer the chalice. Although there is currently no 
licenced lay reader, lay people take responsibility for reading, leading 
intercessions, and for the planning and delivery of worship at both 
churches. We currently have a member of St Luke’s congregation who is on 
the Lay Leadership training course (organised by the Diocese). The Church 
Council also organises special services like for example Remembrance 
Sunday and All Souls Day. Some of these services are held separately,  some 
are held jointly, and others are held in turn by St Luke’s or St Andrew’s. 
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Occasional Offices 

We welcome the community for weddings, 

baptisms and funerals and try to make the 

occasions memorable and joyful as 

appropriate. 

 

The Church Councils 
Each church has a Council that meets on a 
regular basis to discuss its own business. This facilitates the work of the 
PCC, and all joint issues are brought to the PCC for joint discussion.  
 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
We have a single PCC, our officers including wardens are all well 
experienced, we work hard to pay as much of our Parish share as 
possible as we understand the need for this. We have a Treasurer for 
each church and a joint dedicated Parish Giving Officer who is most 
efficient at ensuring we claim tax back from gift aid. 
 

For a number of years, we have been unable to pay our Parish Share in 
full. This is not for want of trying as our fundraising teams at both 
churches work very hard. We are small in number and our fundraisers 
are also our cleaners, building maintenance group and hold many other 
multiple roles. 
 
Our policies for Safeguarding and Health and Safety have recently been 
updated, all regular external safety checks are up to date, we have 
completed the Disability checklist and within the limitations of the 
buildings are as accessible as possible, we have an up-to-date policy for use 
of church premises and a Data Protection Policy.  

Our electoral roll stands at 67. We have two representatives at Deanery 
Synod. The PCC work well together and offers experienced and helpful 
support to our Priests. 
 
Buildings 
St Andrew's church is Gothic Revival and one of only a few in the country to 
be built by J. D. Sedding in 1881. It was visited and described by the late Sir 
John Betjeman as 'an inventive little building'. Church funds have been used 
recently to repair its wall and the bell. Both churches are in a good state of 
repair and all work recommended by the Quinquennial Inspections have 
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been completed. Both churches have Church Council Members who with 
the wardens attend to such matters and much work is done by them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

           St Andrew’s                                                              St Luke’s 

 

4. Outreach 

Projects and Organisations 

For many years both churches had a number of groups running from 

church premises and some led by the church. Many of these have not run 

over the last 3 to 5 years.  

St. Luke’s St Andrew’s 
Emmaus Group fortnightly Emmaus Group fortnightly 

  Tiny Tots Group Little Fishes parent & children 
  Youth Circle Breakfast Club  
  Friendly Club Silver Fishes 
   Ladies Circle 

For various reasons including the pandemic only some of these have 

become operational again, but discussions are underway to begin more 

of these and to look at new activities suitable for our communities.  

We continue to support the Community Awareness Programme                                                         

( CAP) in Wakefield, who work with homeless and vulnerable people. 

Our support is ongoing throughout the year in food, clothing and 

financial donations. 

St Andrew’s Facebook site, that was developed through the lockdown, 

has become a popular go-to page for information and inspiration in the 

village. St Andrew’s hopes to use it more extensively to reach out to 
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more people in the village.  

Coxley News is a voluntary group which began as a church led project, 

now several years later a number of church members are still heavily 

involved, it has grown, and it is a community-based group. It has a web 

site, coxleynews.co.uk and publishes a quarterly newsletter delivered to 

every house in the Parish. Church members support the delivery team. 

The Parish has held various fund-raising events and activities e.g., lunches, 

concerts, brass band concerts which are much enjoyed and often a sell-out.  

All these activities have been on hold through the pandemic.  

Members of both churches have been heavily involved in community 

groups and events, many of which are organised by church members for 

the benefit of the community   and meet away from church premises. 

Following are some examples: 

• Coxley Live       

• Coxley Players & Pantomime  

• Trinity Methodist Luncheon Club                           

• Parish Walking Group  

• Brownies  

• Sitlington Parish Council 
 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

  

 Emmaus group share a meal                                           Netherton School fair 

    

 

 

 

                              

 

        

 

 

       

Christmas at St Luke’s                                        Netherton Christmas tree lighting 
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5. Finances summary 
 
St Andrew’s 
The effect of Covid 19, the various lockdowns and also with the recognised 
age of the St Andrews congregation, the pandemic has had a significant 
negative impact on the activities of both spending monies on the outreach 
programmes and on raising church income though our various charitable 
events and because of lower church attendances during 2020 and 2021. 
 
However, the vast majority of the St Andrews congregation make their 
weekly plate donations through bank standing orders and this has provided 
church income during the church closures and the lower congregation 
attendances during the pandemic. In addition, the church received in excess 
of £2,000 from gift aid, due to this type of payment during the last tax year. 
 
It is pleasing to note that church attendances have improved in the second 
half of 2021, as the restrictions have eased, and the congregation have 
become more confident in attending services and we have also seen the 
plate giving increase. 
 
During 2020, St Andrews had significant costs due to structural building 
repairs and this amounted to in excess of £16,000, it should be noted that no 
building costs have been incurred in 2021 and the building now appears to 
be in good order. 
 
During 2020 and 2021 meeting the full requirements for the church share 
has proved difficult and further payments are planned during this current 
year. 
 
In the second half of 2021, we are starting to see the community return to 
using the church again, with two weddings being held to date and a further 
one planned for later this year and three baptisms are in the diary in the 
coming months, these events are very welcome from a spiritual perspective, 
community involvement and do provide some additional income.  
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A Baptism service 
 
St Luke’s 
January is normally the month we recharge our batteries, ready for all the 
fund-raising activities throughout the year. January 2020 was no different, 
we managed our Concert at the end of the month.  Little did we know this 
would be the last time we would be together doing catering for our 
fundraising which we enjoy.  
 
During January one of our very dear members of the congregation members 
passed away aged 99, it was our privilege to provide the buffet after the 
funeral at St Luke’s. 
 
Although only a few members pay by Bank Standing Order, during the 
pandemic most of the congregation kept up with their weekly contributions 
either in cash or cheques.  Which was then paid into the bank when I felt it 
was safe for me to go. 
 
In the past years we have not managed to pay our full parish share but have 
paid £12,000 towards it for a number of years.  Last year due to the pandemic 
we could not manage that amount but this year we are trying to increase the 
amount sent last year.  As we have not got back to fund raising yet, but we 
will be sending as much as we can also keeping up with the church expenses. 
We are also supporting local charities i.e., Wakefield Hospice, C.A.P. (with 
food, clothing and money), Riding for the Disabled, The British Legion, 
Christian Aid and the Children’s Society.  As Christians, we feel it is important 
to help others less fortunate than ourselves. 
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6. Appendix  
 

Map of Sitlington (Middlestown & Netherton) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middlestown                                                                     Netherton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The National Coal Mining Museum 


