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We would like to welcome you to the Parish Profile of All Saints, Perry Street. 
We hope you enjoy reading this document as our aim is to give you an account 
of our Mission and Traditions of Worship, along with a glimpse of our Church, 
an insight to our Parish and our aspirations for the future. We are sincerely 
seeking for a Priest to become our Priest-in-Charge at All Saints Church, Perry 
Street, Northfleet. All Saints is a Church in the centre of the Perry Street area, 
which is of the Anglo Catholic Tradition, firmly rooted within the Church of 
England, Under the Sacramental & Pastoral Care of the Bishop of Richborough 
and within the Diocese of Rochester. 

 

Mission                                                                                                                               

• Over the years, All Saints, Perry Street has played a meaningful role in 
the lives of many people in the Parish and beyond.  

• As a welcoming and caring community working together with our 
Priests, the PCC and as Volunteers we strive to provide Anglo- Catholic 
Worship, along with fellowship in our magnificent Parish Church. 

• We look to provide Sacramental and Pastoral care for people of all ages, 
from within the life of the Church, while the Ministry of Funerals forms 
an influential part of our parochial life. 

• All Saints, Perry Street, has a great deal of potential for development 
and growth. Although we are a small and faithful congregation, we seek 
to maintain and improve our Church with a deepening faith following in 
the life and worship of God’s call and with a firm commitment to prayer, 
we continue to serve those in our local and wider community through 
discipleship and love. 
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At the very heart of the Churches’ life is the Celebration of Mass. At All Saints, 
this is reflected in our longstanding tradition of regular Sunday and Weekday 
Worship.   

The proposed pattern of Worship was revised and agreed by the PCC at their 
June 2021 meeting as follows: -                                                                                                                       

• Sunday Mass at 10a.m. with additional Celebrations on a Thursday at 
10a.m. and on Saturday at 10a.m. 

• The Thursday Celebration is preceded by Morning Prayer at 9:15a.m.  
• On Sunday it is hoped that the Mass will be followed by Tea and Coffee. 
• The Rosary is said on the 1st Monday and 2nd Tuesday of the Month. 
• Private Prayer every Wednesday at 1:30 – 2:30p.m. 
• Evening Prayer with the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 

Benediction is held on an occasional basis. 
• Confessions are heard by Appointment. 
• Eucharist Vestments are worn and Incense is used. 
• At Festival times, such as Christmas and Easter, Floral Displays are used 

to decorate the Church. 
• In previous years it's been a tradition to have a Lent Course, it is hoped 

this will be reintroduced in the forthcoming year. 
• An Annual Pet Service was introduced at All Saints, open for all loving 

Pets with their devoted Owners, a simple Service to sing a few Hymns, 
with Prayers and a Blessing of Pets.  
 

Seasonal Services

We keep all Solemn Feasts of the Church with Celebrations of the Mass, while 
the same applies to 

• Ash Wednesday - including the Imposition of Ash. 
• All Souls Day when at least one Requiem Mass is celebrated 

During Advert and Christmas we hold a Service of
• Lessons and Carols
• Christingle Service
• Crib Service
• Christmas Midnight Mass
• The Mass of Christmas Day
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During Lent, Holy Week and on Good Friday we journey 
through the Stations of the Cross and we keep the Paschal 
Triduum with the customary lituigical celebrations:-
• The Mass of the Last Supper with the Washing of Feet.
• The Watch of the Passion until Midnight.
• The Liturgy of Good Friday.
• The Vigil and First Mass of Easter (Saturday Evening).
• The Mass of Easter Sunday.

Additional Pastoral Services include:-
• The Servers of the Guild of the Sanctuary, Annual Chapter 

meeting.
• The Festival of Light (A Halloween alternative for Children). 

Weddings
• Marriage preparation by the Priest.
• Numbers of Weddings are low.

Baptisms
• After the Sunday Mass, but may take place during the Mass.
• Our Lay Reader meets with the Candidate's families to talk about 

the format of the Service and the meaning of the Sacrament.
• If the Children are of the right age, the Lay Reader will encourage 

the parents/guardians  of the children to come to Little Lambs.

Funerals
• Services are taken by the Priest or by one of our Lay Reader's who 

is P.T.O. from the Bishop.
• Pastoral visits are made to the families prior to the Funeral.

Confirmation
• Confirmation classes are taken by the Priest.
• All Candidates are Confirmed by the Bishop of Richborough.
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The Parish Priest                                                                                                                                 
The Priest-in-Charge who was licenced in December 2020 and who is due to 
retire, is also (and has been for many years) the Vicar of the Parish of Higham 
with Merston. It has been agreed with both the Bishop of Richborough and 
with The Diocese of Rochester that our present Priest-in- Charge on his 
retirement, will be living in our Parish and supporting our Church as Honorary 
Assistant Parish Priest.                                                                                                                                             
The Assistant Curate, Father Simon Walker, SSM was ordained Priest in 
September 2020, in our Church by the Bishop of Richborough. 

Visiting Priests                                                                                                                       
We are most grateful to the Priests who have supported us from Higham, 
Father Andrew Davis and Father Peter Bolton. We have also received help in 
the covering of services from Father Paul Mathias and Father Garry Jenkins, 
Parish Priest of St. Luke's Gillingham. 

Lay Readers                                                                                                                                                         
We are fortunate to have two experience Lay Readers, one of whom has P.T.O 
from the Diocese, both are longstanding faithful members of our Church, who 
bring wisdom with their monthly Sermons. 

Licensed Eucharistic Ministers                                                                                           
Until the guidelines change, Communion continues to be received in one kind. 
Eucharistic Ministers are appointed by the Priest-in-Charge, at this present 
time names are currently under review. 

Servers                                                                                                                                          
Within the last year, due to the bereavement of two of our faithful and 
experienced Servers we now have a very small, dedicated team of 
conscientious Servers, under the supervision of the Sacristan. In the Autumn, 
All Saints hold an annual Guild of Servers of the Sanctuary Chapter meeting. 

Music                                                                                                                                       
Music has always been a significant part of our Worship and therefore has 
been imperative to us at All Saints. It is most unfortunate for the last three 
years that we have had no permanent Organist, so the PCC made the decision 
to purchase a Hymnal plus and since then, once a month we have been most 
fortunate to have a visiting Organist, along with an occasional Pianist to 
accompany us at our Sunday Mass. 
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The Choir                                                                                                                               
Our Choir has been greatly missed due to Lockdown and has only just 
reconvened in the last few weeks. They are affiliated to the Royal School of 
Church Music and many have earned their graded medals. Rehearsals are held 
on Friday evenings and prior to the Sunday Mass. Our Choir is opened to all 
age groups.  

Laity                                                                                                                                        
The Congregation are encouraged to be actively involved within the Sunday 
Mass. This includes Ministry as Lesson Readers, Intercessors and as 
Sidespeople. It is very much hope that we will soon be reintroducing Tea and 
Coffee following Mass. 

The Church Electoral Roll                                                                                                                
The Congregation comprises of a mixture of families, couples and single 
people, some are of a very long standing membership. The Electoral Roll 
number currently stands at 67 with 37 residing outside of the Parish. 

Attendance at Services. 

Communicants 
and 
Attendance 

   2019 2020  Occasional 
Offices 

2019 2020 

Sunday Parish 
Mass - average 

    43 
  

  30  Baptisms    10   1* 

Midweek 
Mass- average 

     5    4        #  Confirmation       1     0 

Little Lambs- 
average 

     5     3       #  Weddings     2    0 

Easter Vigil     19     *  Funerals in 
Church 

    6    3 * 

Easter Day     59     *  Funeral at 
the 
Crematorium 

    10    7 

Carol Service     43 Cancelled     
Crib Service     42 Cancelled     
Christmas 
Midnight Mass 

    67     13     

The Mass of 
Christmas Day 

    27     13     

  *  National Lockdown.                             # Service did not recommence following Lockdown. 
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Little Lambs                                                                                 
Lead by our P.T.O. Lay Reader, Little Lambs is a 
short service with an Action Hymn, a Story and 
Prayers in Church followed by Games and 
Activities in the Parish Centre for pre-school, 
children, their parents, or carers. It is very much 
hoped that the Little Lambs will be reappearing in 
September 2021.      

Children’s Craft Morning                                                
Held three times a year at the beginning of the 
New Year, Easter and Harvest. Children's Craft 
events using a variety of materials are open to all 
and are held in the Parish Centre. These sessions 
have proved to be very successful and prior to 
lockdown we were in the process of changing the 
format towards a monthly Messy Church. 

 

Other Children’s Services                                                                                                  
These include an Easter Egg Hunt, a Festival of Light (an alternative to 
Halloween), a Christingle Service and a Crib Service, which is usually held on 
Christmas Eve afternoon. All these Services have been well supported by 
children who do not attend Church regularly, but have been part of our 
mission programme. 

Sunday School                                                                                   
The Sunday School used to take place during the 
Sunday Mass with the children returning for a 
blessing and they were also given the opportunity 
and encouragement to share their lesson materials 
with the congregation. Sadly, prior to lockdown the 
numbers attending Sunday School fell considerably 
and it has now been suspended. We are very keen 
to attract more families with children to rebuild the 
Sunday School again. 
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The House of Bishops’ Declaration                                                                                             
The former Vicar, Father Lawrence Smith of the neighbouring Parish of 
Northfleet and Rosherville was appointed in 2014 as Priest-in-Charge of All                                  
Saints, Perry Street and remained in post until his retirement in 2018. Prior to 
this appointment, Resolutions A and B (Priests Ordination of Women Measure 

1993) were reaffirmed 
having been passed 
some years before. 
With the Parishes 
coming together, the 
Northfleet Area of 
Mission was formed 
and remained until the 
retirement of the 
Interim Priest-in-
Charge the Rev’d 

Canon Gary Colville in January 2020. The PCC voted in January 2020 and a 
substantial majority were in favour of the extended Episcopal Care under the 
House of Bishops’ Declaration, on the Ministry of Priests and Bishops. The link 
with the neighbouring Parish was then dissolved. We are now a Society Church 
and delighted to belong to the Richborough Family. 

 

Pilgrimage                                                                                                                         
For many years since the 1990s and even as far back as 1930, there has been 
an annual weekend Parish Pilgrimage to The Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham. This usually involves twenty to twenty-five pilgrims from the 
congregation, although during the 
recent COVID restrictions the 
Pilgrimage has not taken place. We 
are very much looking forward to 
another Pilgrimage being organised 
soon. At present there is no active 
cell of Our Lady of Walsingham in the 
Parish, but we would love to see one 
started and to see it flourish. 



                         The Church Building 
“Not an especially large church but an extremely powerful one”. 

As described by the Author John Newman                                                                                                                         
“The Buildings of England, West Kent and The Weald”. 
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As part of the development within the 
Perry Street area owing to the 
increase of population within the 
surrounding parishes of St Mark’s and 
St Botolph’s, a Building Committee 
was formed by the local Vicar, Rev’d 
Gilling. The land in the Shrubbery was 
donated by two wealthy Benefactors, 
after which the renowned Architect of 
Anglo-Catholic Churches, James 
Brooks, plus a local Builder and with 
generous donations from over a 
hundred and thirty Benefactors, (from 
all walks of life) the building of All 
Saints Church, Perry Street, was built 
and subsequently consecrated in 
December 1870. 

Our Church is a Grade-II* listed 
building in a Victorian Gothic style, 
the construction is principally of 
Kentish Rag-stone with window and 
arch-facings of Bath Stone. The 
Ceilings are of wooden beams, with 
the Flooring being a mixture of stone, 
wood and Maw & Co. encaustic tiles, 
which can be found in the Chancel. 
The Nave with arcades of pillars and 
arches, seats just over 150 on wooden 
pews and chairs in the side aisles. A 
Dais was constructed in the late 
1990’s in memory of a former  

 

Churchwarden, where today the Nave 
Altar sits.  

Affluent families bestowed the High 
Altar, the Marble Font and the 
Limestone & Marble Pulpit and after a 
lot of fund raising, the two manual 
Organ was originally built by Ingram in 
1877. Some ninety years later the 
Organ was enlarged by the Organ 

Builder, Brian H Bunting, followed by 
general repairs and a thorough clean, 
by Martin K Cross, some twelve years 
ago. Today the Organ is regularly 
tuned. 

With the age of the Church Building, 
maintenance programmes have been 
set up at various times, only in the 
spring of this year, the Rood Beam 
crafted by Faith Craft Studio, along 
with the memorial stained-glass 
windows, installed by Clayton and 
Bell, at the time of the building of the 
Church, plus all the clear windows,  
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have been professionally cleaned. 
Major roof repairs have taken place 
on two separate occasions, with the 
addition of the installation of a 
lightning conductor and repairs to 
the Bell Wheel. With grants being 
obtained from English Heritage 
firstly in 1980, with the Nave being 
re-roofed, including guttering, new 
down pipes and soakaways. Again, 
some thirty years later, the side 
Aisles were re-roofed, including 
extensively, cleaning the Clerestory 
and north Aisle stonework. 

In the Churchyard sits the War 
Memorial that holds the names of 
those who died in the First World 
War, including Thomas Colyer-
Fergusson VC, the son of a former 
Churchwarden. A small garden of 
Remembrance was dedicated in 
2005, where stands a Memorial 

Stone, upon which the names are 
inscribed of those whose ashes have 
been interred there. Along with the 
front path being re-laid eight years 
ago this is allowed a step free access 
from Perry Street into the Church. 
All Saints has a sound system, with 
an induction loop. Following the 
Quinquennial Report of 2018, the 
front wall has had some repairs. 

A couple of years ago, the grounds 
to the east wall, where the 
Foundation Stone can be found, 
were tidied up considerably, with 
fresh lawn being laid by two of the 
parishioners and a Memorial Seat 
was placed. Including in this area by 
the south wall, are the Graves of 
two pet dogs Chan and Honey their 
devoted owners having been our 
former Priests. 



                            The Parish Centre and The Vicarage 

 
 

11 

The Parish Centre                                                                                                                                                          
We have a modern Parish Centre which was opened in June 2007 by the 
former Bishop of Rochester, the Right Rev’d Michael Nazir-Ali, in memory of 

our former Parish Priest, Fr 
Paul Wakelin, who died 
suddenly in November 2006. 
The Parish Centre was built 
on the original Vicarage front 
garden adjacent to the 
Church, following the sale of 
the land, south of the Church 
building where the old 
Church Hall was located. The 
Parish Centre has wide 
doorways, a main hall and a 

meeting room, along with a fully equipped kitchen and toilets - including 
disabled and baby changing facilities. A Car Park for fourteen cars, sits on the 
southside of the Church building. The Parish Centre generates a substantial 
proportion of our annual income but, has very much been reduced due to the 
pandemic. As well as holding Parish events, the main hall is let to various 
organisations during the day and most evenings.  

The Vicarage                                                                                                                    
The four-bedroom purposed built Detached Vicarage, was built within the 
Church grounds in 1931. The Vicarage has been extended, has gas central 
heating and a large, enclosed South facing back garden with mature trees. 
Inside the Vicarage there is a 
door separating the Vicarage 
living quarters from the Study 
and a separate Parish Office, at 
present these two rooms are 
being used by the Parish, along 
with the single Garage for 
storage of Church Artefacts. 
The Vicarage is currently being 
let by the Diocese of Rochester.  
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History                                                                
The Parish of All Saints was 
established in 1871 and has since 
grown considerably over the years 
especially, since the early 1960’s. 
Following discussions in the summer 
of 2021 between our PCC and the 
Archdeacon of Rochester, it is 
proposed to reduce the size of our 
Parish, resulting in an area with a 
diverse working-class population of 
approximately 8,000 people. The 
most recent available statistics 
suggest that almost 8% are claiming 
unemployment benefit and 62% are 
of the Christian faith. 

Location                                                               
The Parish is situated in Northfleet, 
in the ever-expanding housing 
developments of the Borough of 
Gravesham, on the south bank of 
the River Thames in North Kent. We 
are part of the Rochester Diocese 
Archdeaconry and one of the 
thirteen parishes that makes up the 
Gravesend Deanery. With easy 
access to the A2 for the M2/M25, 
the Parish sits on the east side of 
the new Ebbsfleet Garden City 
Development and is supported with 
a regular bus service to Gravesend 
Town Centre and to the Bluewater 
Shopping Complex.  

Housing                                                   
The Parish is within an urban area,  

made up of a mixture of various 
homes, including a few distinguish 
Grade II listed properties plus small 
Victorian, pre and post war houses, 
dwellings that were part of the 
Perry Street redevelopment 
programme, undertaken by the 
former Northfleet Urban District 
Council in the 1970’s and a few 
clusters of modern properties. 

 

Retirement Housing                            
Within the Parish there is Beatrice 
Gardens, a council housing complex 
with thirty-four bungalows and a 
small community hall. Knight’s 
Almshouses are a small facility of 
flats, that are situated in Vale Road 
on the junction with Perry Street. 

Care Homes                                           
Mayflower Care Home is one of the 
two Care Homes within the Parish: 
This is a modern purpose-built care 
home which provides care for up to 
seventy-six residents with nursing 
needs, who are living with 
dementia. 
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Wombwell Hall, Care Home, is made 
up of four units, caring for one 
hundred and twenty residents with 
nursing and personal care needs. 
Both homes are privately owned 
and have been rated Overall Good 
with their latest CQC inspections. 

Hostel                                                                
Mary Ann Doyle House in Seymour 
Road was originally the former 
Raising Sun Public House. In 2014, 
The House of Mercy Charity, 
“Hostels for the Homeless”, 
purchased the pub as their third 
property, with converting and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

refurbishing into a twelve-bedded 
hostel. Today, the Hostel is now one 
of four properties, belonging to the 

 
Charity, which are providing thirty-
five beds around the Gravesham 
area for the single homeless.                                    
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Shops, Leisure and Business                                        
The Church itself lies in the heart of 
the Parish and on the busy road of 
Perry Street. With many amenities, 
a duo of Supermarkets and Pubs, 
plus a variety of Independent 
Traders, the neighbourhood is 

 
notorious for its high selection of 
Take-aways and Hairdressers. The 
small May Avenue Industrial Estate 
is close by, accommodating the new 
Brewery and Taproom. To the west 
of the Parish, in the Old Perry Street 
area, lies a further two pubs, The 
Earl Grey and The Six Bells, with the

Cygnet Leisure Centre, the local 
Library and Safeharbour, a 
Dementia Hub with a Community 
Café.  

Health Care                                              
On the main road of Perry Street, 
the Parish is served by a Dental 
Practice and Pharmacy. A private 
Chiropodist and Osteopath can be 

found to the east of the Church, 
while there is a busy G.P. Practice 
based in the Shrubbery, who cares 
for just under 16,000 patients. The 
modern Acute General, Darent 
Valley Hospital, is situated five miles 
away, with the small Gravesham 
Community Hospital, based a mile 
and half away in Gravesend Town 
centre. The local Hospice is located 
within the neighbouring Parish of St 
Mary’s. 

Other places of Worship                                           
There is only one other place of 
Worship within the Parish, the Elim 
Pentecostal Church, All Saints Road. 

Cemetery and Crematorium                         
One of the Borough’s Cemetery’s, 
Gravesend Cemetery is located  

within the Parish. The new Thames 
View Crematorium and Cemetery, 
built by the London Cremation 
Company in East Gravesend was 
opened in 2017 and is sitting within 
twenty-seven acres of Memorial 
Park overlooking the Thames 
Estuary. 
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Schools and Education                                  
We have enjoyed a close relationship 
with attending all three Primary 
Schools within the former Parish, 
this included well-supported annual 

Christmas Services in the Church. 
With the reorganization of the 
Parish, we will have two schools, 
Cecil Road, Primary & Nursery School 
and Copperfield Academy.

  
Equally the Schools on their OSTED 
inspections are rated Good, with 
together being of similar age and 
size with approximately four 
hundred and forty pupils 

The Northfleet College of Technology 
is located within the Parish but, no 
contact has been made. This is an 
averaged size Secondary School for 
Boys aged between 11 -18 years. 

Other Schools                                                      
St George’s Church of England 
Secondary School is situated in the 
neighbouring Parish of St Mary’s, 
with their OSTED report rated as 
GOOD and with their SIAMS report 
of 2019 rated as Excellent. The 
school expanded in September 2019 
with the introduction of a new 
Primary School. Many Children from 
our Parish, attend this school. 

Safeguarding                                                   
The care and protection of children, 
young people and vulnerable adults 
is taken very seriously within this 
Parish. With the appointment of a 
new Safeguarding Officer in October 
2020, the PCC are committed in 
implementing the House of Bishops’ 

 
Safeguarding Policies – “Promoting a 
Safer Church” and good practice 
guidance. All PCC members and 
Volunteers have undertaken the 
necessary Safeguarding learning 
pathways, set out by the Church of 
England and further details can be 
found on the Parish Website or by 
personally speaking to our 
Safeguarding Officer. 
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Social Events Team                                                 We have a small Social Events 
Team, made up of members 
from the PCC and Congregation. 
Meeting bi-monthly they plan 
and organize a variety of Social 
Events for the coming year, not 
only for Church funds but for 
local and national Charities, this 
includes Tea & Carols for 
Demelza House and Frugal 
Lunches for Christian Aid.  
Unfortunately, Social Events 
had to be cancelled, including 
activities to mark the occasion 
of our 150th Anniversary of the 
Church Building, although we 
have managed to sell some of 
the Memorabilia. 

Summer and Christmas Fayres                                                                                              
Two annual fayres are held, the Summer Fayre in June, usually raising more 
than £600, along with the Christmas Fayre, held late November raising £1000. 
These events are usually advertised in the local shops and press including their 
own websites. This has proven to be successful as the fayres are well 
supported by the local community and this has given us the opportunity, 
especially at Christmas, to promote our forth coming services. Stalls have also 
been let out to support various Charities, this includes Parkinson’s UK.  

Coffee Mornings                                                                                                                                             
Coffee Mornings are held on the third Thursday in the month apart from 
August and December. They have established to be hugely popular as they 
have made an annual profit of over £1000, they are greatly missed by the 
community as it brings people together 
whether young or old for companionship and a 
chat.  In September the annual Macmillan Big 
Coffee morning is held but sadly we were 
unable to proceed in 2020. 
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Parish Magazine
Discontinued four years ago.

Our aim to reintroduce with our own Parish Magazine to promote the Church and Parish.
A potential to combine with Higham's pubilcation.

Notice Boards
Large Noticeboard in Churchyard needs replacing due to 

age and general condition
Discussion with the PCC, money earmarked for a New 

Board.
Parish Centre has a large indoor Noticeboard.

Local Press
Christmas and Summer 

Fayre advertised

Borough Magazine to 
advertise Christmas Services

Bulletin
Weekly Bulletin produced
Details of Services,Parish 
Events, Sunday Collect and 

Readings.
Sent out weekly to members 

via email,published on 
Church's website

Lockdown
COVID-19 has taught us that 

not all Parishioners have 
direct access to the Internet.
Newsletters are required 
through the front doors of 

those living in the Parish as a 
form of contact.

Facebook & Twitter
New Facebook page, 70 
followers, updates twice 

weekly
Twitter page, small 

following.

Website
 Operational for some years

allsaintsperrystreet.org

Lunch Club                               Another event greatly missed, has been the 
monthly Lunch Club, which was set up some 
twenty-five years ago. Held on the second 
Thursday in the month, with approximately thirty 
elderly people in attendance, some travelling 
from outside the Parish to enjoy a cooked lunch, 
along with a raffle and friendship. Although this is 
not a profit-making exercise costs have always 
been covered. 

Collections for Charities                                                                                                                          
We support our local Foodbank, Lent Boxes for a chosen Charity, Christingle 
Service for The Children’s Society and collecting Stamps for the Bone Cancer 
Research plus other Charities as we feel necessary.  

Communication to the                                                                                                                               
Parish and Beyond  
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The PCC                                                                                                                                            
The PCC, under the chairmanship of the Priest in Charge, meets regularly 
usually every two months. Currently there are eight lay members elected by 
the Parish, with one vacancy. Members are elected for a three-year period. For 
Deanery Synod there are two ex-officio members with the Honorary Treasurer/ 
Secretary being a non-member. There are a few sub committees and the PCC is 
not registered as a Charity. 

Finances                                                                                                                                   
The COVID-19 pandemic had an impact on the Finances in terms of income 
from the Fundraising and Hall Lettings. There was a decrease in donations and 
collections by circa £2000; however, the PCC are grateful for those members 
who normally made their donation by the way of the Open Collection Plate or 
via the Planned Giving envelope scheme in making their donation by a way of a 
Standing Order. The downside of donors, who do not pay income tax and make 
their donation by Standing Order, is that the PCC cannot claim Gift Aid. 

During 2020, the PCC, using monies held in the General Fund purchased a new 
Gas Boiler for the Nave heating system and undertook the repairs to the Roof 
as set out in the Quinquennial Report.  

For many years now, All Saints has not made the recommended Parish Offer to 
the Diocese, last year we paid £3000. When the 2020 budget was set in 
November 2019, the agreed amount was £5000. Following a review of the 
income received on the All Saints Trust Fund investments the PCC agreed to 
increase their offer to £6000 for this current year. 

Whilst the PCC holds £17,631 in restricted funds, the sum of £7,508 related to 
the Dean Holm Mission Project which will be transferred to the neighbouring 
Parish because of the boundary reorganisation. 

The All Saints Trust Church Fund was set up following the sale of the former 
Church Hall in 2006. Income from the investments in recent years have been 
placed in the Church Maintenance Fund. Clearly as result of the pandemic, 
interest rates have fallen and the investment income will decrease in future 
years. The PCC has been asked to consider how it wishes to invest the capital 
of the Trust Fund to increase the income. A major Stewardship Campaign is 
required to ensure that the PCC can meet its commitments including increasing 
the Parish Offer.  
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Lockdown       
Like all Churches, COVID-19 has had an enormous influence on our Church 
Parish Life and many aspects of our lives may never be the same again.  
At All Saints unfortunately we have no broadband, so we had to adapt to a mix 
of online live-streaming Masses from other quarters, this included Fr Peter 
Bolton with his 6p.m. Mass, via his Facebook page, from his home in Higham 
and our former Associate Priest, Fr Cyril Showers who left in August 2020, live-
streaming on YouTube from his Vicarage at St Mark’s.  
The Service of the Word and Spiritual Communion as well as links to Morning 
and Evening Prayer were made available via our website.  
A couple of Zoom meetings for the PCC were set up, along with a couple of 
Sunday afternoon Social Chat group at the end of the first Lockdown. 
After three long months, following the Church of England’s guidelines and with 
risk assessments being carried out, the Church reopened in June 2020, for 
Private Prayer on Sundays and Wednesday afternoons, with the latter 
remaining today.  
During lockdown three, Sunday Mass was live-streamed from St John’s Church, 
Higham via our Facebook page, which we were extremely grateful for.  
 
A Message from the Bishop of Richborough 
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Our Vision                                                                                                                                                                                    
We are looking for a Priest, whose spirituality is maintained by the Daily Mass, 
with the experience in the Anglo Catholic Traditions and Liturgy and is rich in 
his Teachings. 

• We will look to our new Priest to build and lead the way in a secure path 
in view of the developments in ministry within the Church of England. 

• We hope that he will take forward the life of our Parish with fresh ideas 
and having the courage and conviction to implement them, in the 
collaboration with the PCC. 

• The new Parish Priest will need to engage and become a figurehead 
within the local life of our community. He will, therefore, need to relate 
to people of all ages and backgrounds.  

• Our aims are for our new Priest to bring the Church community closer 
together, allowing it to thrive with the growth of the congregation and 
in attracting a diverse group of families and single people, while 
increasing its spiritual understanding. 

• Additionally, we hope the new Priest will maintain and enhance the day 
to day running of the Church including social activities, with a 
willingness to create an environment where everyone participates and 
actively uses their gifts. 

 

Person Specification                                                                                                                                                        
It is expected that our new incumbent will be: - 

• A Society Priest, who will uphold our long-standing Anglo- Catholic 
Traditions. 

• A Priest, whose spirituality is sustained by the daily Mass. 
• A Priest with a strong discipline of personal devotion and prayer.  
• A thoughtful preacher and teacher.  
• A Priest who will work in collaboration with his fellow Priests, Sacristan, 

Head of Music and other members of the team essential to the provision 
of the liturgy. 

• A good understanding of parochial life, with the skills to lead and 
encourage the growth of the congregation to thrive, while bringing,  



           T  The New Priest 

 
 

21 

 
together, the people as one family through developing the spiritual life 
of the Church.  

• A Priest that is robust, with good communication and listening skills.  
• Be sensitive to those of differing traditions and opinions. 
• A Priest who is compassionate, a problem solver, and a mediator and 

who can emphasise with the Parishioners of all ages. 
• To take an interest and support both spiritual and social existing groups. 
• Will be well developed in Pastoral Skills and undertake pastoral visiting 

to those who live in the Parish and on the Electoral Roll and to 
administer the Sacraments to the Sick. 

• To become a recognised figurehead that engages within the local life 
and challenges of the community within the Parish. 

• To develop work among Children, Young People and Youth 
Organisations connected with our Parish Centre. 

• Reconnect and further develop the work within the local schools. 
• To work with the Churchwardens, Honorary Treasurer, PCC and the 

Congregation to secure the financial position of the Parish and secure 
the future of All Saints Church, Perry Street. 

• To build upon the skills and engagement of the laity to be actively 
involved in the day to day running of the Church, Parish and Social 
Activities. 

• Have good organisation, administration and basic IT skills. 
• A Priest who will have the ability to look after their general well-being 

and have the support from a Spiritual Director.  
• It would be very important for the new incumbent to have a good sense 

of humour. 

 

So, as we come to the end of our Profile, we now prepare for a new Chapter in 
the life of All Saints. We look to the new Priest to build upon the foundations 
laid over the past year and therefore to enhance and promote the life of our 
Parish. We also look forward to the future in the creation and enrichment of a 
new relationship with our friends within the Parish of Higham with Merston. 

 



 
 

 Photograph by                                                                                                     
Martin                                                                                                        
MacGibbon 



 
                                                                    

                                                                                 

                                                Prepared by the PCC of All Saints Church, Perry Street – August 2021 

 

Contact                                                                                                                                                                                              
All Saints Church                                                                                                                                                                                             

Perry Street                                                                                                                                                                                 
Northfleet                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Kent                                                                                                                                                                                                
DA11 8RD 

Tel: 01634 717360 

email                                                                                                                                                 
allsts.perryst@gmail.com 

 

website                                                                                                                                                          
www.allsaintsperrystreet.org.uk 

 

Google Map and Street View                                                                                                                                               
Image capture. Dec 2020 

 

Facebook                                                                                                                                                                                             
All Saints Perry St 
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