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The Hospital 

 

The will of Robert Holgate (Archbishop of York 1545 to 1554) made provision for the 

foundation of a Hospital in his native town of Hemsworth for needy persons over 60 

years of age from the surrounding parishes. In his will he stated that the hospital should 

have a Master: 
“that shall be a Clerk and with the holy order of priesthood at such times as he shall be thereto 

nominated or appointed and shall be nominated and made perfect Master of the said Hospital by the 

gift and grant of mine Executors whilst any of them do live.  And after their death by the free gift and 

grant of the parson of the parish church of Hemsworth aforesaid for the time being and of the two 

churchwardens of the same church and of four of the most honest parishioners of the said church for 

the time being”. 

   

In 1859 the hospital moved to its current 

location on the edge of the parish where 

there are now 24 attractive almshouses 

situated in 13 acres of well-kept wooded 

grounds.  Today the hospital operates 

similarly to a sheltered housing scheme 

with some of the cottages being occupied 

by married couples, some by single men 

or women.  The hospital is a registered 

charity administered by a body of 

Trustees under an updated Scheme 

approved by the Charity Commission in 

2005. 



 

 
 

The staff presently consists of a Master, together with a Matron and Porter who are a 

married couple, and are responsible respectively for the well-being of the residents and 

the upkeep of the hospital buildings and grounds.  The Clerk is responsible for the 

administration both of the hospital and the trust.   

 

The Hospital is situated within the parish of Hemsworth in the Wakefield Episcopal Area 

of the Diocese of Leeds.  It has passed a Resolution under the House of Bishops’ 

Declaration on the Ministry of Bishops and Priests and therefore is under the care of the 

Bishop of Wakefield. 

 

The Hospital includes the 

Chapel of the Holy Cross 

where it is the custom for 

Mass to be offered 

frequently.  The majority of 

residents attend.  On 

occasion Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament, Rosary 

and other services are also 

celebrated.  The Ebor Hall 

provides a space where 

residents can gather socially 

and where small events can 

be held. 



 

 
 

The Master 

 

The Master should be a priest of the Church of England (or of one of the Churches with 

which she is in full communion) who will be licensed by the Bishop of Leeds.  This is in 

some ways like a ‘House for Duty post’ and therefore, upon appointment, it is expected 

that the Master will only recently have reached the age of retirement, or not yet reached, 

the age of retirement and will be in post until their 75th birthday.  

 

The duties of the Master include: 

- in conjunction with the Rector of the parish, to care pastorally for the hospital 

community including the provision of worship. 

- to supervise the duties of the Matron and Porter. 

- to attend to the day-to-day administration of the hospital in conjunction with the 

Clerk. This includes overseeing the process to elect new residents and also 

attending the meetings of the Trustees to report on any pastoral matters. 

- to promote knowledge of the Hospital in the Parish of Hemsworth and in the area. 

 

The Master is required to reside at the hospital except during periods of leave which need 

to be agreed in advance. 

 



Remuneration 

 

The Master is provided with a spacious and comfortable house, free of rent, with heating, 

lighting, water rate, phone, internet and council tax which are paid by the Trust. A 

stipend of £10,000 per annum is also provided. 

 

Those who would like to be considered for the post are encouraged to make contact with 

the Rector of the Parish (Fr Robert W Hart SSC on 01977 610507 or 

rector@parishofhemsworth.org.uk) who would be pleased to answer questions and 

arrange a visit if desired. 

 

If of interest, a letter of application with full CV should be sent to:  

 

Mrs Ann Ullyott 

The Clerk to the Trustees 

Archbishop Holgate Hospital in Hemsworth 

Robin Lane,  

Hemsworth,  

WF9 4PP 

 

holgatehospitalalmhouses@hotmail.com 

 

An Enhanced Level DBS check will be required for this post. 
 

 

 


