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We will be delighted to give you a warm Cornish welcome 
to this beautiful and scenic coastal Benefice. South East 
Cornwall lies just over the Cornwall/ Devon border and 
is 20 miles from the City of Plymouth, with its maritime 
history, large shopping area and theatre. 

In the Deanery of West Wivelshire, the main town is 
Liskeard, eight miles from Looe and five miles from both 
Duloe and Morval. There is a rail link from Looe, along a 
scenic valley route, which connects to the main line from 
Penzance to London and the North. 

Nearby are the moors (Bodmin Moor is the World’s first 
international Dark Skies Landscape), National Trust 
properties, Heritage Railways, the Eden Centre, Zoos & 
farm parks, also museums celebrating our mining and 
seafaring history.

DULOE
The Parish of DULOE lies between the East and West 
Looe rivers and has a population of 721 (census 2011). 
It comprises of the village of Duloe and hamlet of 
Tredinnick, together with a number of farms and 
dwellings scattered throughout this rural area. Duloe is 
linked with the nearby hamlet of Herodsfoot which lies 
two miles to the north and has its own small church. 

The main industry is farming and the majority of the 
land is owned by the Duchy of Cornwall. Tourism also 
contributes to the economy with a Holiday Property Bond 
at Duloe, plus a variety of holiday accommoda-tion which 
attracts many visitors. The home of Cornish Orchards 
Cider is found on the outskirts of Duloe. 

In addition to the church, Duloe has a church school, 
a community shop, a community centre, recreation 
ground with pavilion and a pub. There is a regular daily 
bus service between Liskeard and Looe. A number of 
clubs and activities provide plenty of opportunities 
for socialising, including short mat bowls, cricket, bell 
ringing, art classes, WI, the ‘Duloe Entertainers’ and book 
club.

MORVAL
MORVAL is a quiet, rural parish, which meets the parish 
of Looe along the border of Morval Estate and the hamlet 
of Sandplace, and shares the hamlet of Nomansland 
with St Martin-by-Looe. St Wenna’s church is within the 
hamlet of Morval, whilst the largest residential area is the 
village of Widegates, at the eastern end of the parish. 

Most of the parish is classified as an Area of Great 
Landscape Value. Much of the land between the 
residential areas is farmland, agriculture being the main 
occupation in the parish alongside a number of small 
owner-run businesses. 

Community events are centred mostly around a small 
village hall and village green in Widegates. There is a 
small shop in Nomansland and a farm shop with café at 
Tredinnick, just outside Widegates. A few bus routes run 
through Widegates, with links to Looe, Liskeard, Torpoint 
and Plymouth, and a train station at Sandplace is on the 
line linking Looe with Liskeard, where it meets the main 
Penzance to Paddington service.
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LOOE
LOOE is situated between Duloe and Morval, and lies 
on each side of the Looe river. It is a well-known holiday 
town, with hotels, bed and breakfast accommodation 
and six local camp sites, which during the main holiday 
season swell its normal population of 6,000 considerably. 

It offers a range of shops, beach and river and has easy 
access to the coastal path, sailing, tennis & bowls clubs. 
Looe Island is under the management of Cornwall Wildlife 
Trust and can be visited by boat from the harbour. There 
is a Primary and a Senior school, both being within Multi 
Academy Trusts. 

Although a retirement area, there are clubs and activities 
to suit all ages, from Pre-school, Brownies, Cubs, Scouts, 
a Dancing School, to U3A, Rotary, Lions, RNLI, Royal 
British Legion and several choirs. 

There are two Residential Homes in the town and others 
in the surrounding area. 

Local Government comprises the Town Council, Harbour 
Commissioners and East and West Looe Town Trusts. 
There is a Health Centre, Library and several car parks. 
The town and surrounding area are picturesque and 
attract visitors year after year, many of whom choose to 
retire here.

HERODSFOOT
Herodsfoot is an idyllic hamlet situated on the upper 
reaches of West Looe River. The hamlet grew under the 
mining era in the early 19th Century.

Herodsfoot is also known as a Thankful Village, the only 
village in Cornwall to have this status. This was given to 
any village in the country who had no lives lost during 
the Great War and World War 2. We still have some 
descendents of those who survived living in the village or 
vicinity.

The war memorial is situated on the village green where 
we hold our Remembrance Service on November 11 
(11h/11d/11m) and also a lot of our fund raising events 
for the church ie fete, ram roast and duck race. We have 
had our local Brass Band playing for a Songs of Praise 
evening.

The church has received stonework renovations and 
overlooks the village, who main industries are farming, 
forestry and tourism.

THE LOCAL AREA
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In the Diocese of Truro we are deeply committed to 
following what we call The Saints’ Way. We see ourselves 
as part of a story of the grace of God, made manifest in 
Cornwall, which stretches back many hundreds of years, 
possibly to the very earliest days of the christian faith. 
It’s a story that calls us on into the future too, in loving 
mission, ministry and service.

As we follow The Saints’ Way we will be deeply 
committed to Christ and to all that he calls us to be and 
to do; and to Cornwall, this very special place with its 
own particular culture, history and identity.

We can only follow that Way faithfully if we see it as our 
corporate calling, as the body of Christ. So we encourage 
ministers of the gospel to come and join us here who 
are committed to setting the whole people of God free 
in their God-given calling, to make Christ known here in 
Cornwall, today.

So we seek clergy of missional imagination and 
heart; those with a pastoral passion for people and 
communities and their flourishing. We are looking 
for joyful and hopeful disciples and ambassadors of 
Christ: people who share the Gospel with energy and 
commitment, in word and in deed - and above all with 
love - and who enable the communities they lead to do 
the same.

We are looking, therefore, for people who, on this journey, 
are imaginative and realistic, creative and determined 

and are deeply hopeful of a better future. But we also 
want to work with those who recognise that they are 
not perfect and will sometimes fail, who learn from 
their mistakes and will take the initiative in seeking 
reconciliation with others.

We are convinced that all ministers need the support and 
companionship of others and we help priests in a number 
of ways so that they never work alone. In this spirit, 
we encourage those who can forge good relations with 
others, and actively collaborate with them for the sake of 
the Kingdom, to join us here in the Diocese of Truro.

I pray that as you consider this opportunity you might 
discern God’s calling and purpose for you in this next 
chapter of your own discipleship, mission, ministry and 
service.

THE RT REVD PHILIP MOUNSTEPHEN
BISHOP OF TRURO

OUR BISHOP

We are looking, therefore, for people 
who, on this journey, are imaginative 
and realistic, creative and determined 
and are deeply hopeful of a better 
future



We are seeking to make an interim appointment to the 
benefices of Looe & Morval and Duloe & Herodsfoot at an 
exciting time in the life of these parishes and the deanery 
as a whole. We are looking for someone to lead, with 
confidence and sensitivity, these parishes through a time 
of exploration and transition. 

Under The Saints’  Way, the deanery of West Wivelshire 
will be engaging in the On the Way process to seek and 
discern a fruitful and sustainable future under God. 

These parishes, as part of an emerging deanery plan, will 
need to reflect on their own journey and begin working 
together in new and creative ways and be encouraged to
focus on a future direction that builds upon what has 
been but embraces the new with boldness and hope. 

There is already much to celebrate within these parishes 
including authentic rural ministry, the potential for 
further ecumenical working at the heart of Looe and 
emerging ideas about how coastal parishes can work 
together to address the very particular needs of a 
population that ebbs and flows with the seasons. There 
are challenges too and the need for a pastoral heart and 
strategic head to help parishes think about buildings and 
resources.

These parishes offer a wonderful mix of coast and 
countryside mission and ministry for someone who can 
honour the diversity of cultures and traditions, engage 
with the potential, and inspire, enthuse and equip 
the people of God to commit to the next steps on the 
journey. 

If that resonates with you please do read on to find out 
more.

THE VEN KELLY BETTERIDGE
ARCHDEACON OF BODMIN

OUR ARCHDEACON

These parishes offer a wonderful mix 
of coast and countryside mission 
and ministry for someone who can 
honour the diversity of cultures and 
traditions, engage with the potential, 
and inspire, enthuse and equip the 
people of God to commit to the next 
steps on the journey. 
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West Wivelshire Deanery has a vision for mission of 
which the two benefices of Looe & Morval and Duloe & 
Herodsfoot are a central part. 

The Church Commissioners have funded a major mission 
project in the Diocese of Truro as part of the Renewal 
and Reform programme. Transforming Mission is now 
a reality in Cornwall and the church identified as a 
resourcing church for south-east Cornwall (Liskeard St 
Martin’s) borders these benefices. Over the next few 
years there will be new and exciting opportunities to 
transform the way we do mission in our deanery and 
some resources to help that become reality. 

We are looking forward to working with the new minister 
of these combined parishes. We have some ideas of our 
own, but would love to hear and support a vision that you 
have to make Jesus known in our area.

One of the things we are asking of the new minister 
is to draw these four parishes together into a single 
benefice. Looe is one of only two towns in the deanery 
(the other being Liskeard), and is also a significant holiday 
destination. Other parishes naturally look to Looe as a 
main centre. There are some issues regarding two of the 
church buildings which need to be addressed, together 
with the finances of the parishes. 

Looe has close connections with other churches in the 
area including the Methodists, a large free Evangelical 
church and a number of other non-Anglican Christian 
churches and organisations. The new minister will be part 

of an exciting opportunity to work with these 
other churches on an initiative to reach out to younger 
people and families. 

We are seeking an initial appointment for three years to 
allow the new minister to concentrate on these short-
term issues. However there is the possibility for the 
minister to be considered for a more permanent role at a 
later date. 

This is a great opportunity for a person with a heart for 
mission to lead this group of parishes into the next stage 
of their lives together. 

You will find a supportive Chapter, which values 
encouragement, fellowship and pub meals rather than 
simply downloading information. You will find parishes 
that are ripe for growth and seeking new ways of working 
both together and with other churches. You can also look 
forward to exploring with us the riches and wonder of 
working for Jesus in this incredible place.

RURAL DEAN STEVE
DEANERY LAY CHAIR SHERI

INTRODUCTION

Diocese showing deanery Deanery showing benefice



WORKING TOGETHER IN UNITY AND CO-OPERATION respecting 
individual traditions and character, so providing a variety 
of styles of worship with appeal across the generations. 

Our new pastoral grouping encompasses congregations 
with different traditions, expectations and priorities, but 
all are keen to work together and learn from each other’s 
strengths and interests. It is important therefore that 
our new minister has a flexible approach to worship and 
feels at home in the variety of traditions that exist across 
the churches. We are also keen to further develop the 
ecumenical links which are already particularly strong in 
Looe, where a Churches Together group co-operates in 
worship, social events and community initiatives. 

In addition, the evangelical Grace Community Church is 
in Morval parish; whilst it draws a congregation mostly 
from a wider area, there is an enthusiasm for increased 
involvement in worship and outreach in and around Looe.

To celebrate the range of worship styles across our 
parishes, drawing strength from each other and reaching 
out into our communities with growing confidence to 
make Jesus known and the church relevant to people of 
all ages. 

In partnership with our new minister, we seek to achieve 
this by: 

• Working together in unity and co-operation; 
• Building on our strengths and establishing the 

church’s relevance; 
• Continuing the work of the church in our local 

schools; 
• Addressing the pastoral needs of our communities 

across the new grouping. 

In addressing each of these elements, we are mindful 
of the five priorities set out in The Saints’ Way, Bishop 
Philip’s vision for the diocese: 

• Becoming a church that celebrates children and 
young people at its heart; 

• Embracing an innovative and pioneering culture; 
• Becoming increasingly confident in our calling; 
• Rejoicing in strong, warm and mutually encouraging 

international links; 
• Rejoicing in the generosity of God.

OUR VISION
1 Thessalonians 5:11 Encourage one another

8

1 Peter 4:10 As each has received a 
gift, employ it for one another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace

PICTURED RIGHT: Sclerder Abbey, home of the Chemin Neuf 
community & a member of Churches Together in Looe
ABOVE RIGHT: Riverside URC, West Looe, where worship is 
regularly shared with Looe’s Anglican congregations
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BUILDING ON OUR STRENGTHS AND ESTABLISHING THE CHURCH’S 
RELEVANCE by taking the faith into the community. 

As practising Christians, we wish to become increasingly 
confident in our calling to reach out into our communities, 
and we realise that, to do so, we need to meet people 
where they are. We need to ask the Holy Spirit to guide us 
towards those areas that are important to people of all 
ages and backgrounds and help us to engage with them. 

We refer again to Bishop Philip’s vision, in particular the 
three strands: 

• Reach the young, Serve the poor, Care for creation 

This is what we are doing already, and we will look to our 
new minister for a fresh approach where it is needed: 
Perhaps the most striking outreach in Looe is the Good 
Friday Walk of Witness through the town. In Morval, 
the biggest community engagement is the Act of 
Remembrance. 

Looe has a particularly useful church hall adjacent to St 
Martin’s Church with excellent facilities, including a good-
sized open space. This is used for a variety of activities 
such as children’s fun days, with and without church 
links, and provides some income for the church. There is 
a smaller village hall and green in Widegates which also 
hosts community groups and events and is occasionally 
used for outreach from St Wenna’s. 

Looe and Morval churches have set up Facebook pages 
which have reached people other than our regular 
worshippers and have provided a means of communication 
for some, particularly during coronavirus restrictions. 

We have struggled with identifying what role our church 
buildings fulfil in each place, and would really value some 
support in confidently liaising with the DAC and navigating 
grant funding processes. A current re-ordering project at 
St Wenna’s aims to provide a multi-use space within the 
church building with options for community use.

OUR VISION

John 20:21 . . . even so I send you

PICTURED RIGHT: St Martin’s community hall and Widegates 
village green



TO CONTINUE THE WORK OF THE CHURCH IN OUR LOCAL SCHOOLS, in 
particular supporting the two Church of England Primary 
schools in developing their Christian distinctiveness and 
involvement in church life. 

Our links with schools across the area, and our 
aspirations for them, are described in a dedicated schools 
page.

ADDRESSING THE PASTORAL NEEDS OF OUR COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE NEW 
GROUPING 

There is an active and enthusiastic team of Local Worship 
Leaders in the existing Benefice of Looe and Morval, who 
lead non-eucharistic worship in various settings. There 
is a need to encourage more people to come forward for 
training in this ministry, particularly in those areas where 
there has historically been some resistance. 

At present, there are no Lay Pastoral Ministers serving 
our communities. There is, however, a renewed focus 
on our Safeguarding responsibilities and a desire to be 
seen to be available where support is needed. Published 
statistics identify Morval parish as having the highest 
level of deprivation across the two benefices. 

A few years ago the need to run a memory cafe locally 
was identified and this has continued monthly in St 
Martin’s Community Hall. Other initiatives include a very 
recent (Sept 2021) starting of a ‘Good Grief’ bereavement 
group. (Organised by Rev Chloe Jones from the Liskeard/ 
Looe Methodist Circuit) and the ‘Looe Churches Together’ 
shop/cafe. We hope to expand our service to the local 
communities by identifying new needs and responding 
appropriately. 

Duloe and Herodsfoot have been in and out of transition 
for some time. The PCCs are positive and pro-active and 
have been able to maintain a regular worship pattern by 
using priests with PTO. However, in order to flourish we 
need stability, and to address the pastoral needs of our 
communities. 

We would like our new minister to encourage, co-ordinate 
and enable lay leadership across the new grouping.

OUR VISION
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Isaiah 43:19 Behold, I am doing a new 
thing

Mark 10:14 . . .Let the children come 
to me, do not hinder them; for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God. 



The Parish of St Martin with St Nicholas, Looe comprises 
of two listed churches and a community hall. The Rectory 
is just a short walk from St Martin’s Church.

Outside of Covid restrictions both churches are opened 
daily and visitors delight in their long and interesting 
history, as well as being able to sit and reflect. Both have 
had their share of building issues over the years.

Services are held weekly, either Holy Communion in one 
of the churches or informally in the Church Hall, led by 
a team of five lay worship leaders and our own music 
group.

The exception is that monthly we join with the 
congregation at Riverside United Church (Methodist and 
United Reform) on West Looe Quay. This ecumenical 
link is important to us and we hope that it will continue 
and progress. Other ecumenical church-led activities are 
taking Open the Book into two local primary schools, and 
a Memory Cafe in our hall, each taking place monthly and 
we provide a Christian presence at two festivals.

There are strong links with the town. The Rector leads 

the annual Remembrance Service and is often asked to 
participate in various organisations’ activities, such as 
concerts for the local RNLI.

Although both churches are used by the school, families 
and community at Christmas, our congregation is 
generally elderly and the Parish has financial issues. But 
we have a sense of hope that the Holy Spirit, with a new 
Rector, will lead us forward.

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARTIN’S
The Parish Church of St Martin’s is Grade 1 listed and lies 
in a hollow at the top of the hill leading out of the town.

There was a church on the site in Saxon times, replaced 
by the present building with additions over the centuries. 
In recent times these have given rise to concern over the 
weight of the roof, and strengthening measures will be 
addressed during the next five years.

Fixed seating capacity is 100 with space for 50 extra 
chairs.

10 11
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THE CHURCH OF ST NICHOLAS
The Church of St Nicholas stands at the junction of 
West Looe Quay and Hannafore Road, on the edge of the 
quayside. It is Grade 2* and has a long and interesting 
history.

Since it was built in the 14th Century the church has 
undergone several changes of use, from church to 
market, then town hall, then prison with a scolding cage, 
and back again to a church in 1862.

Situated in the town itself and alongside the river, 
it attracts many passing visitors and is open daily 
throughout the year. Seating capacity is 60.

It is popular for smaller weddings and funerals, and there 
is limited chargeable car parking along the quay.

THE CHURCH HALL
The Church Hall and two free church-owned car parks 
are adjacent to St Martin’s and are widely used by the 
community for groups and meetings. 

The hall offers a choice of two rooms and has full disabled 
access and facilities.

The income from lettings pays for the upkeep of the 
building and the hall and green are regularly used for 
fetes and activity days.

The extended churchyard is now full and ready to be 
officially closed, apart from re-openings and interment of 
Ashes. It is currently maintained by a local groundsman, 
paid from PCC funds.

There is an area surrounding the church itself which was 
officially closed some time ago with the grass being cut 
by Cornwall Council.



St Wenna’s has a small but deeply committed 
congregation, for whom fellowship is an important part 
of worship, and is supported by an even smaller but very 
determined PCC. 

The church is in a beautiful tranquil valley, which is 
greatly appreciated by those who find it whilst visiting the 
churchyard, attending an event such as our Christmas 
Tree Festival, or purely by chance. 

We have a team of four Local Worship Leaders who 
regularly lead Family and Morning Prayer services, and 
who work with LWLs in Looe on joint benefice services. 
There is also an assorted group of musicians across the 
benefice who enjoy supporting each other in different 
worship contexts. 

The church itself, which is Grade 1 listed, stands on a 6th 
Century Celtic Christian site, Wenna being one of the 
early Cornish Saints who each settled close to a source 
of clear water and gathered others to join their quiet 
contemplative worship. 

The present building was started in the 13th Century and 
continues to develop, The Millennium Window, pictured 
above right, being the latest major addition. A new boiler 
and outside toilet, both installed in 2018, have helped 
make the church more comfortable for the present 
generation. There is a closed churchyard around the 
church and an open churchyard across the lane. 

Morval parish is quite long, with St Wenna’s at one end 
and the village of Widegates at the other. We try to 
engage with the wider community by holding occasional 
informal ‘Songs of Praise’ gatherings and charity events 
in Widegates, but there is work to be done to make the 
church feel ‘central’ to the parish. 

The annual Act of Remembrance and Remembrance 
service is important to the community and does always 
bring everyone together. 

The strong links with our Church of England primary 
school in Widegates are described elsewhere in this 
document.

1312

THE CHURCH OF ST WENNA MORVAL
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The congregation of St Cuby Duloe Parish Church 
worship in a beautiful Grade 1 listed church in the
Anglo-Catholic tradition, celebrating the Eucharist on 
most Sundays.

We also occasionally hold Morning Prayer and special 
services (Good Friday, Carol Service, Celtic Prayer) which 
are sometimes lay led.

We have strong links with Duloe C of E Primary Academy, 
and the whole school attend a church service every 
month.

In addition to our local congregation, visitors holidaying 
in the area often worship with us, returning regularly in 
some cases. 

The Friends of St Cuby organise fund raising events 
which are very popular and well supported by the 
community (eg pancake lunch, tea party, craft fair).

Did you know ... in addition to the church and school, 
Duloe has a community shop, a community centre, a 
recreation ground and pavilion, a pub, a stone circle and a 
holy well!

ST CUBY DULOE PARISH CHURCH



HISTORY
All Saints Church Herodsfoot was consecrated in 1850 to 
serve the farming and mining community and is situated 
on a hill overlooking the village and West Looe River 
Valley.

BUILDING
The church building is at present undergoing interior 
stonework restoration: retaining the special embrace of 
this lovely church for another century.

WORSHIP
We have a dedicated, small congregation increased by 
holidaymakers. A monthly communion is held and we 
celebrate all the church calendar festival days including 
Christmas Eve and Remembrance Sunday.

COMMUNITY
The church is our only village amenity building and as 
such is the centre for village life along with our small 
village green. We hold annual fund raising activities in 
both areas which are well attended.

VISION
Our vision is to encourage more local people to use the 
church for prayers and services. We want them to see it 
as a place to visit which is relevant to their own needs.

The future of All Saints Church, whether it’s going to 
be a Parish Church, Festival Church, community owned 
building or the building is closed, is to be discussed at a 
public meeting at Herodsfoot Church.

1514

ALL SAINTS CHURCH HERODSFOOT



There are four schools in the two benefices. Looe has 
a senior school and a primary school. Looe Community 
Academy is a member of SMART, (South East Cornwall 
Multi Academy Trust) and Looe Primary Academy is part 
of the Bridge Multi Academy Trust. 

Duloe Primary Academy is also in the Bridge MAT, as 
is Trenode Primary Academy, which is in the parish of 
Morval. Both of these schools are Church of England 
schools. Mrs Janine Waring is the Head of Looe Primary 
and Trenode.

The church has strong links with the three primary 
schools, and tentative links with the community college, 
although the pandemic has had an impact on any 
development lately. 

Although in transition for some time at Duloe the school 
had been fortunate in having a local minister, who is 
also a parent of children currently at the school, visiting 
weekly for ‘Holy Hangout’, taking assemblies and leading 
school worship in the church once a month. There is a 
strong desire that the new incumbent would work with 
the school to support and develop their Christian ethos 
and values.

The head teacher of Trenode and Looe is very keen 
to re-establish the connection with the church when 
restrictions are lifted and welcomes the involvement 
of a minister in both schools, especially Trenode to 
continue their Christian journey. Both Trenode and 
Looe Primary academies are some distance from the 
respective churches, so our outreach has been through 
‘Open the book’, leading occasional assemblies in school, 
and hosting occasional special services and activity days 
in the churches. We have also provided Christmas and 
Easter resources for the children in school and others in 
the parishes to use at home. We would love to engage 
more with young families as part of our worshipping 
community. 

The engagement of children and young people is crucial in 
the growth of the church and we want to celebrate their 
contributions. We want our new incumbent to enthuse 
and motivate our youth.

LOOE COMMUNITY ACADEMY
‘Be the best you can be’

Headteacher: Mr Scott Yalden
NOR: Approx 500
Ofsted: Good
Website: www.looe.cornwall.sch.uk
Phone: 01503 262625

LOOE PRIMARY ACADEMY
‘Creating lifelong learners’

Headteacher: Mrs Janine Waring
NOR: Approx 253
Ofsted: Good
Website: www.looeprimary.co.uk
Phone: 01503 262172

DULOE PRIMARY ACADEMY
‘An Adventure for the mind and a home for 
the heart for all God’s children’

Headteacher: Mr Dave Hannah
NOR: Approx 76
Ofsted: Good
Website: www.duloeprimary.co.uk
Phone: 01503 262059

TRENODE PRIMARY ACADEMY

‘Flourishing through hope, faith and 
aspiration’

Headteacher: Mrs Janine Waring
NOR: 34
Ofsted: Requires improvement
Website: www.trenodeprimary.co.uk
Phone: 01503 240235

SCHOOLS IN THE LOCAL AREA
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LOOE & MORVAL
From the start of lockdown in March 2020, our priest 
kept the worshipping community of Looe and Morval 
connected and engaged by producing a weekly email with 
readings, prayers and reflection. 

This was printed and delivered to some not on email. 
Because many members were unable to attend worship 
when it was safe to resume, he continued to do this 
throughout the year. From the start of the transition 
period, a group of Local Worship Leaders based in 
Looe and Morval have taken it in turns to continue this 
outreach. 

Online provision: ‘Facebook’ was used to keep people up 
to date and point to online worship etc; it was found that 
many people from the wider community engaged with 
this. Facebook was used in Looe to provide short lay led 
Sunday services for several weeks during lockdown. A 
Church Near You was also used to highlight important 
changes. 

St Wenna’s was considered the only church in the 
benefice in which safe social distancing could be 
observed, including separate entry and exit doors. It was 
opened for private prayer on Saturdays from June 20, 
with full risk assessments carried out, areas roped off, 
and careful signposting in place. 

Sunday services resumed at St Wenna’s on July 12, 
2020. As these were the only services in the benefice, 
all but two were Communion services led by our priest. 
This involved further risk assessments, provision of 
hand sanitisers, distanced seating, recording of contact 
details and use of masks. No singing was allowed, but 
hymns were played quietly on the organ for personal 
reflection. To minimise movement, our priest brought 
communion wafers, and wine in individual cups (later 
intincted by the priest) to the congregation in their seats. 
The usual fellowship over coffee was sadly not allowed. 
Congregations gradually grew to 17 or 18, including 
worshippers from around the benefice. 

No services were held during the November lockdown, 
but resumed on December 6. This being the first 
available Sunday after Remembrance, full Remembrance 

commemorations took place at the War Memorial and 
in church (complete with a safely played bugle) This was 
very well attended, though socially distanced, and a 
generous and very much appreciated donation collected 
for Royal British Legion. Communion services continued 
during Advent, with the bonus of solo Christmas carols 
from the choir stalls on Christmas Day. There was also 
a service at St Martin’s on Christmas Day. Services 
stopped again in January, and the churches remained 
closed except for cleaning, the occasional funeral and 
APCMs at St Martins and St Wenna’s in May. A benefice 
rota of services, mostly lay led, resumed at the end of 
June, and there has been a gradual return to ‘normality’ in 
line with government guidelines.

DULOE & HERODSFOOT
As soon as we were able we opened St Cuby’s church for 
private prayer. Once churches were permitted to open 
for services we resumed our normal pattern of worship 
with effect from August 2020, albeit in a shortened form. 
We have been in transition for some time and have been 
fortunate to have the services of a retired PTO priest and 
there has been a Eucharist at 10am each Sunday at Duloe 
save for the fourth Sunday when it is at Herodsfoot. The 
fifth Sunday is a lay-led, Celtic or Morning Prayer. 

All services are shortened from about an hour to 35 
minutes, music is provided by the organ at various points 
in the service, but there is no singing. Social distancing is 
observed, communion is in one kind only and socialising 
after the service over coffee etc., has been suspended for 
the time being. Congregation numbers have held up well 
save for a reduction in our normal level of visitors and the 
absence of some members, whose medical conditions 
have required them to self-isolate.

COVID STATEMENT



Obviously, we are looking for a superhuman priest and 
teacher who will be all things to all people, whilst being an 
expert in all things architectural, a true financial wizard, 
ideally a good cook but above all humble . . .

So, are you:

• Open to God’s guidance by listening to the Holy 
Spirit? 

• Enthusiastic and innovative? 
• A good communicator and listener? 
• Able to prioritise tasks whilst leading a team? 
• Happy to respect and work with the traditions unique 

to each parish? 

If so, we really hope you will consider joining us on our 
journey. As you read through this document and maybe 
do some research about us and our area, we promise to 
pray for you and whoever might come with you. 

We look forward to meeting you.

At the end of this document, you will find a list of 
‘essential’ and ‘desirable’ qualities that will be referred to 
at interview.

OUR NEW PRIEST
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Really, we need someone who would 
be excited by the challenge of uniting 
our four parishes and helping us to 
move forward as a proactive and 
growing church community.
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PRIESTS WITH PTO
Revd Martin Jones – Duloe only 
Revd Peter Bellenes – Herodsfoot, occasionally Duloe

LOCAL WORSHIP LEADERS (LOOE)
Deirdre Croker
Maggie Dolbear
Michael Foulkes
Angela Tamblin
John Trethewey

LOCAL WORSHIP LEADERS (MORVAL)
Hayley Moore
Val Olver
Maggie Willmott
Mike Willmott

Rev’d Chloe Jones, an Anglican Priest assigned to 
Riverside United Church, is involved in ecumenical 
worship in the Looe/Morval benefice, and has been very 
supportive during the transition.

THE TEAM

PRE-COVID-19 PATTERN OF SERVICES AT BOTH CHURCH GROUPINGS (LOOE & MORVAL, AND DULOE & HERODSFOOT)
In Looe and Morval, most of the non-Eucharistic services were lay led, allowing our previous incumbent to lead the 
Communion services and occasionally attend but not necessarily lead less formal worship.

ST WENNA’S 
MORVAL

ST NICHOLAS 
LOOE

ST MARTIN’S 
LOOE

ST MARTIN’S  
HALL, LOOE

RIVERSIDE 
LOOE

ST CUBY’S 
DULOE

ALL SAINTS 
HERODSFOOT

11am 
Communion

9am BCP 
Communion

11am Cafe 
Church

10am 
Communion

11am Family 
Service

 

 

11am 
Communion

10am 
Communion

11am 
Communion

 

 

11am Family 
Service

10am 
Communion

11am Morning 
Prayer

 

11am 
Communion

 

11am Morning  
Worship

10am 
Communion

10.30am
Shared 
Worship1

10.30am 
Shared 
Worship

10.30am 
Shared 
Worship

 

10am Flexible 
Service

10am 
Communion

 

1ST SUNDAY 2ND SUNDAY 3RD SUNDAY 4TH SUNDAY 5TH SUNDAY THURSDAYS

1  When there is a 5th Sunday, there is a service of shared worship which rotates around St Wenna’s, St Martin’s and St Nicholas; 
the type of service being decided by the host church.
2  Riverside United Church has an ecumenical link with the other Looe churches

2



Note regarding Population figures: * (from 2011 census), ** (2019 estimate)

STATISTICS
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Additional statistics are available in a separate document
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INTERVIEW NOTES & CONTACTS
These criteria will be used at interview, and are to help you prepare and make your application. Candidates who 
do not meet the essential criteria that can be judged on paper will sadly not be considered for interview:

If you would like to find out more about this post, please 
contact Rural Dean Steve Morgan or Archdeacon Kelly 
Betteridge for an informal chat.

E  steve@smartchurchliskeard.co.uk  
E kelly.betteridge@truro.anglican.org 

CONTACTS


