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AT IGNITE PENRITH

JOB BACKGROUND



This is an exciting role to build upon the work started by the

Network Youth Minister. 

Ignite Penrith is a registered charity* that creates spaces for

young people to learn, grow and explore. We work alongside

and support young people between the ages of 10-18, in

Penrith and the surrounding area. We’re passionate about

developing young people's life skills and character by:

INTRODUCTION
Creating spaces and opportunities for young people to meet together and to build community 
Improving educational and practical skills, to encourage good behaviour and to raise aspirations
Giving space for young people to explore for themselves who Jesus is and what that means for them

*REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER: 1191128 (ENGLAND AND WALES)

Current Partners of the project include:

NETWORK YOUTH CHURCH, A CARLISLE DIOCESE PROJECT
MISSIONAL YOUTH CHURCH NETWORK

http://www.ignitepenrith.co.uk/
http://www.networkyouthchurch.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/MYCNYouth


Penrith is a market town located within the Eden Valley and on the edge of the Lake District National Park. The town has

excellent communication and transport links south/north and east/west. Accommodation costs are low and the town

benefits from a good selection of shops and restaurants. The area has excellent cycling routes and easy access to the

Lakes with all its outdoor opportunities. It has a current population of c.16,000 people which is growing  considerably as

new homes are being built. The town benefits from a large catchment area, pulling in c.15,000 people from the

surrounding villages for education, work and leisure. There are c.3000 young people aged 10-18 years of age and two

local secondary schools in the town, Ullswater Community College and Queen Elizabeth Grammar school.

Demographically, the areas is almost entirely white, with a growing but still small minority of people from the EU.

Unemployment is very low, but there are limited job opportunities and generally low salaries. Young people who are

able to go to university tend not to return to the area. A number of local churches and individuals support youth work in

the area, with children's workers and youth workers working well together. This includes a chaplaincy team. 

BACKGROUND



PENRITH DEANERY NETWORK YOUTH MINISTER
In 2011, the Diocese of Carlisle had a vision for a Network Youth Church. Eight Network Youth Ministers were

subsequently appointed, including one for the Penrith Deanery. Currently, Carl Mimmack is the Network Youth

Minister for the Penrith Deanery. He is employed part-time by the Diocese of Carlisle and supported by a handful of

volunteers. His main focus is running the existing project in Penrith across three nights a week. Around 20 young

people could be described as the core of the group and the group show marks of a fresh expression of a church.

Before Covid-19, there was a fringe of around 80 young people connected with the project.

IGNITE PENRITH CHARITY*
Recognising that the Diocese of Carlisle was unable to raise further funding to develop the project, a decision was

made in September 2020 to register Ignite Penrith as a charity. There are currently four board members - the project

leader, two further members who are current or former volunteers, along with a treasurer. They bring to the board an

awareness of the work being done on the ground, but also years of management experience in small and large

organisations. The treasurer is a chartered accountant with technical accounting knowledge at board level.

 

The initial aim of the charity was to raise sufficient funds to employ a Youth Church Strategic Lead to support and

develop the work started by the Network Youth Minister. In the last 9 months, the charity has been able to attract

sufficient funds from individuals and grant awarding organisations to enable this. We believe the opportunities to

support young people in Penrith and the surrounding area are huge, and we will continue to seek additional funding in

order to further grow the project in the years to come. The charity trustees recognise the importance of the support

that we receive through the Diocese of Carlisle (Network Youth Church) and also through the Missional Youth Church

Network.

*REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER: 1191128 (ENGLAND AND WALES)

http://www.networkyouthchurch.org.uk/
http://www.ignitepenrith.co.uk/
http://www.networkyouthchurch.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/MYCNYouth


THE
GATHERING

In 2016, The Gathering (previously a hugely popular coffee shop in Penrith) was repurposed by

Ignite Penrith as a dedicated space for young people. Initially the Youth Café opened once a

week on a Monday evening, but it has since grown to open 3 nights a week attracting

approximately c.60 young people every week. Due to Covid-19, the programme has had to be

reimagined and numbers limited, but it has continued to attract c.20 young people every week.

http://www.ignitepenrith.co.uk/


Monday 3.45-5pm - after-school youth café (for year groups 9+)

Monday 5-6.30pm - Small Group (exploring some of life's big questions)

Tuesday 3.45-5pm - after-school youth café (for year groups 6-8)

Tuesday 5-6.30pm - Small Group (exploring some of life's big questions)

Wednesday 3.45-5pm - guitar/keyboard lessons + homework support

Wednesday 5-6.30pm - Music Group 

Currently The Gathering hosts the following groups:

Further details of the work can be found on our website. 

A rough profile of the young people involved in the project highlights a high

percentage who are from single parent families with limited financial means.

Most of the young people are from non-church backgrounds.  

THE GATHERING

http://www.ignitepenrith.co.uk/


The Gathering is a space for young people, but it is also run by young people. It has a strong emphasis on building a family

community which supports one another. Before Covid-19, a number of the young people had successfully completed Food

Standards Agency modules. This allowed them to work in the kitchen and behind the counter as young leaders. It also

enabled us to open The Gathering to the wider public on a handful of occasions, coinciding with major events within the

local community. By serving food and drink in exchange for donations, the young people were able to raise money to go on

trips to events like Soul Survivor and Blackpool Sandcastles, along with trips organised with the Network Youth Church.

 

 

THE GATHERING

http://www.soulsurvivor.com/
http://www.soulsurvivor.com/
https://www.sandcastle-waterpark.co.uk/
http://www.networkyouthchurch.org.uk/


OTHER YOUTH WORK IN PENRITH
Whilst the local authority does not financially support any youth work in Penrith, there are other youth work projects:

- Penrith Methodist Church (youth café and youth club)

- Friday night Football run by Church in the Barn

- Youth Club at the Salvation Army on a Friday Night

- Work within the local secondary schools run by a Chaplaincy team and supported by a part-time NISCU worker

- St. Andrews Church in Penrith has a Children's and Families worker who also supports Ignite's work on a Tuesday

evening, which is currently attended by a number of young people transitioning from primary to secondary school 

http://www.penrithmethodist.co.uk/
http://www.churchinthebarn.org.uk/
https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/penrith
https://niscu.org.uk/
http://www.standrewspenrith.org.uk/


DREAMS FOR IGNITE PENRITH
Over the last five years, marks of Fresh Expressions of a Youth

Church have started to become evident through the work  done by

Ignite. But we want to see this grow. Through the space of The

Gathering, we currently engage a small fraction of the total number

of young people in our local community. Going forward, we would

like to increase the number of young people engaging with the

project through The Gathering, by encouraging the young people

currently involved to take greater ownership of the space, along with

more responsibility for their own learning, growth and development.

Alongside this, we are aware that many young people hang out on

the streets and in the parks around Penrith. We want to start some

outreach work, engaging with young people in these spaces as well.

Through this we could support young people and build relationships,

whilst also raising awareness of the work going on at The Gathering

itself. The existing work within the local secondary schools is limited

to one hour per week in a single school. Our hope is to increase this

work going forward, building our engagement and relationships with

both secondary schools. We have good engagement with parents/

guardians, along with the wider community, though we are aware

that there is more we can do. Finally, whilst we try to organise three

or four trips  for the young people each year, these opportunities are

limited in scope and capacity. We would love to extend the range of

events and capacity. 



Youth Church Strategic Lead Job Description

Youth Church Strategic Lead Job Application Form

Ignite Penrith - www.ignitepenrith.co.uk

Network Youth Church - www.networkyouthchurch.org.uk

Missional Youth Church Network - www.facebook.com/MYCNYouth

Penrith Methodist Church - www.penrithmethodist.co.uk

Church in the Barn - www.churchinthebarn.org.uk

Salvation Army - www.salvationarmy.org.uk/penrith

Niscu - www.niscu.org.uk 

St. Andrews Church, Penrith - www.standrewspenrith.org.uk

Ullswater Community College - www.ullswatercc.co.uk

Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Penrith - www.qegs.website

USEFUL LINKS

https://www.ignitepenrith.co.uk/vacancies
https://www.ignitepenrith.co.uk/vacancies
http://www.ignitepenrith.co.uk/
http://www.networkyouthchurch.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/MYCNYouth/?__xts__=h-
http://www.facebook.com/MYCNYouth
http://www.penrithmethodist.co.uk/
http://www.churchinthebarn.org.uk/
http://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/penrith
http://www.niscu.org.uk/
http://www.standrewspenrith.org.uk/
https://ullswatercc.co.uk/
https://qegs.website/


Evidence of your eligibility to work in the UK

An enhanced DBS check

Successful completion of a probationary period

Two satisfactory references

To apply, please submit an application form which is available to download from our website.

References will only be taken up once we have asked you expressly for your permission to be given.

Deadline: The deadline for receipt of applications is Friday 19th November 2021 12pm. All candidates will be informed by

email of the results of the shortlisting process by November 23rd 2021. 

Interview date: The interview date is Friday 26th November Candidates should ensure that they are available on this date.

This will include an introductory tour of the gathering and meetings with key stakeholders on that day.

Offers of employment are made subject to:

APPLICATION PROCESS

https://www.ignitepenrith.co.uk/vacancies

