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PARISH PROFILE 
 
Team Vicar  
for All Saints’ Church, Shipdham 
St. Andrew’s Church, Bradenham  
& Schools’ Worker/Chaplain 
within the Dereham & District Team Ministry 

 
 

Welcome to our Benefice profile. We hope that this will help to give you a good idea of who we are and 

where we are now. We aim to show you what we have to offer a new Team Vicar and what we hope a new 

Team Vicar could offer us. 

 

This is a new post held in two parts: Team Vicar covering the southern parishes of Shipdham and 

Bradenham and Schools’ Worker/Chaplain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints’ Church, Shipdham          St Andrew’s Church, W.Bradenham 

 

The previous Team Vicar of Shipdham and Bradenham was appointed on a half-time basis. This new full-

time position combines the more traditional incumbent’s role in the villages alongside a pioneering 

ministry to the Benefice schools. This new post with a Schools’ Worker/Chaplain position, has been created 

by the Diocese to under-pin our mission focus and a commitment of the Diocese to invest resources in this 

benefice. 

 

The Benefice comprises seven parishes covering 45 square miles in the 

centre of Norfolk. The eight churches range from small village 

churches through to St Nicholas’ Church in Dereham, one of 

Norfolk’s 11 ‘major churches’. 

 

The Parishes are: 

• Dereham, Scarning 

• Swanton Morley, Hoe, Beetley with East Bilney 

• Shipdham, East with West Bradenham 



2 

 

 

Our next Team Vicar 
 
From a sermon by the Team Rector on the election of Matthias. 
So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us – one of these 
must become a witness with us to his resurrection.’ So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who 
was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Acts 1. 21-23 
 
‘What we need at Bradenham and Shipdham and in our schools is a witness to the life and death of Jesus. 
Of course, the candidates will not have seen Jesus living and walking around the Holy Land. But they will be 
able to testify that the Lord is good. They will have a life that is shaped by the teaching of Jesus and a deep 
sense of call.  They will have a story that involves getting to know Jesus and a personal relationship with 
him. They will believe in the resurrection and the new life Jesus brings in the Spirit.  They will be a good 
witness – because, and only because, they have come to know him, and so they will seek to honour him 
and to make him known.’ 
 
We do not believe that church decline is inevitable. We believe all things are possible if we trust God, love 
his people, preach the Gospel of salvation and work hard. If you share this belief, please keep reading. 
 
Vision for the future of our parishes: 

• to extend our outreach to the community, our active intention being to attract all people to a 
welcoming environment  

• to develop greater opportunities for teaching and discipling 
• to encourage the participation of the laity as widely as possible.  
 

We are hoping for a Team Vicar who:  

•     is secure and confident in the Love of God  

•     is emotionally intelligent and pastorally aware with good interpersonal skills  

•     who will embrace a variety of forms of worship, both traditional and modern 

•     will strengthen our faith through thoughtful preaching 

•     will help us grow the church into the community and the community into the church 

•     is an enthusiastic team player within the wider Benefice. 

What we offer: 

•     a very warm welcome to whomever God sends to be our next Team Vicar 

•     a new supportive and cohesive Ministry Team 

•     churches committed to loving God through our worship, service and fellowship 

•     prayerful, supportive and friendly congregations 

•     an appreciation that ministry belongs to the whole church Benefice 

•     PCCs who strive to pay their parish share 

•     a church office and Administrator to ease the administrative burden 

•     full re-imbursement of expenses incurred in the course of carrying out their duties. 

  and 

•     a five bedroom Rectory, across the road from All Saints’ Church with a large garden (ride-on 

mower provided) and parking for several cars. 
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Person Specification: 
 
We seek a person who is able to embrace the breadth of churchmanship within the congregations.  S/he 
should: 

• be able to manage their own time between parish, schools and family life 

• be a good listener with pastoral skills, being able to relate with compassion, understanding and a 
sense of humour 

• demonstrate management and pastoral skills, being able to relate with compassion, understanding 
and a sense of humour to people of all ages 

• be enthusiastic about the role of music in worship and prepared to support our choir at Bradenham 

• be prayerful and capable of encouraging others in their spiritual development and prayerful life 

• lead both churches towards more active and imaginative forms of outreach and mission within the 
local community and in partnership with other local churches 

• embrace fully village life as a visible presence 

• be mindful that behind village idyll there often lies loneliness and isolation 

• embrace collaborative working across the benefice and beyond 

• a willingness to learn and embrace the worshipping tradition of the different parishes, genuinely 
seeking to enable others to worship through them will be very fulfilling. The Team Rector would do 
all he can to support and encourage any candidate who was unsure of any particular tradition. 

 

Our needs for a Schools’ Worker/Chaplain: 

• to be active in the life of Thomas Bullock CE Primary Academy (Shipdham) as governor and visitor  
http://www.thomasbullock.dneat.org/welcome 

• to be a pioneer in our benefice schools especially opening links with the secondary schools and 
Sixth Form in Dereham where there has been no direct clergy involvement for many years 

• to encourage and help Team Clergy and others to do better in delivering collective worship 

• to work with North Breckland Youth for Christ who have an office in Church House, and Fountain of 
Life (CofE) church who work in Dereham schools. 

 

As a result of this new ministry initiative, we would hope to see over the years: 

• young people being part of and involved in the life of the churches 

• to seeing them grow in faith and able to discern God’s call on their lives as they become disciples   

• healthy and growing churches across the benefice. 

Please see the role description for this part of the post for more detail. 

 

Additional roles that come with being Team Vicar of Shipdham and Bradenham 

• Trustee of the Thomas Bullock Trust. This is an educational charity which has an income of around 
£60,000 per year. About 2/3rds of the fund support the village school and the rest is made up of 
educational grants to young people up to the age of 25 who live in the village 

• Governor of Thomas Bullock CE Primary Academy 

• Trustee of the Town Estate and Fuel Allotment Charity 

• Trustee of the Bradenham Ada Tait Fund (community car scheme). 

http://www.thomasbullock.dneat.org/welcome
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A word about the pandemic 

 

The Team Rector was appointed shortly before the closure of all churches and the first national lockdown. 

Many of the activities spoken about in an earlier Parish Profile for the Team Rector vacancy of 2019/2020 

stopped and have yet to start. Worship began slowly at the end of July 2020 with small numbers returning. 

Zoom had been used to good effect to keep the congregations together. The Team Rector was Instituted 

and Inducted at the end of August 2020 and services started to be streamed live onto Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/stnicsdereham . Numbers continued to increase in the autumn with Dereham 

reaching its pre-covid average by the end of October. The second lockdown started in November. During 

this period, the Team Rector and Team Vicar began pre-recording services and started a YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJPHvhuoBXwdMKXex3hoqig .  

These services were deliberately recorded 

across the Benefice churches and began a 

process of bringing a greater sense of 

belonging to the parishes. December was 

quiet with an increased fear of infection and 

carol services significantly quieter. The 

YouTube Carol Service for the Benefice was 

seen by over 800 people. All the churches 

shut in January and YouTube services were 

recorded once more across the Benefice up 

to Easter, although we had returned to the churches on Palm Sunday. Daily Prayer and a weekly Compline 

service are still streamed to the St Nicholas’ Church, Dereham Facebook page.  All Saints’ Shipdham has a 

Facebook page too. 

 

We are reluctant to say with confidence what will ‘go back to normal’ as some things in village life and 

church life may not come back or may come back differently. It is an exciting time to join a new team. 

There is a real enthusiasm for getting going once more with a degree of freedom to begin new things 

without the expectation of continuing in the footsteps of your predecessor.  

 

All the schools have been locked down this last academic year and closed to visitors. Pre-recorded 

Collective Worship has continued with Dereham Church Infant and Junior School. Thomas Bullock CE 

Primary Academy helped with recordings for the Carol Service and a ‘virtual school visit’ to the church at 

Shipdham was recorded by the Team Rector and the Revd Doreen Fotherby. Much of the ministry of 

Breckland Youth for Christ also stopped. All the schools are listed by Ofsted as ‘Good’. There have been 

links with most of the junior schools across the Benefice, but no significant work has been done with the 

secondary schools. 

 

As the new academic year gets underway, we are beginning face-to-face collective worship in some of the 

schools, and they are booking visits to the churches. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stnicsdereham
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJPHvhuoBXwdMKXex3hoqig
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Meet the Stipendiary Team 

 

The Rev’d Canon Paul Cubitt 

 

In 2020 the Rev’d Canon Paul Cubitt became Team Rector.  Ordained 

for 24 years he has served in Herefordshire, Yorkshire and for the last 

14 years Norfolk, his home county. He is married to Clare who has a 

background in early years teaching and they have two adult children: a 

paramedic living in Penrith and the other a student at Loughborough 

University.  

 

Paul has a passion for mission and ministry, for making church buildings fit for purpose, and building links 

with the local community.  His sabbatical project in 2019 was to visit seventy major churches (over 

1000m2) up and down the country asking the question ‘Millstone or Mission Resource?’  He is a training 

incumbent and hopes a curate will join the Team in 2022. He stands in the open evangelical tradition. 

 

Paul is a Governor at two Dereham CE Schools, is a member of ‘aboutDereham’ 

(https://aboutdereham.org) and is a member of the team working towards the economic and social 

improvement of the town as part of the 'Future Breckland: Thriving People & Places' initiative. 

 

Within the team ministry Paul has responsibility for Dereham and Scarning. As Team Rector he believes in 

being known across the Benefice and at present tries to have 2 out of 3 Sundays at Dereham and Scarning 

and the other Sunday in another part of the Benefice. The Team Vicar at Shipdham and Bradenham will 

also need to be known by the congregations at the other churches. 

 

With the Benefice being so large there is no attempt to have Benefice services as people tend not to travel. 

Unity comes with a shared vision to reconnect to our communities, the Ministry Team and the office. We 

seek to offer worship that is worthy, attractive and relevant for each context. In the past the Benefice has 

generally worked on a ‘McDonald’s model’ with each outlet having the same menu. Moving forwards, the 

Team Rector would like to move away from this model to one of the Benefice being more of a ‘holding 

company’ with a portfolio of churches offering a variety of worshipping styles and traditions. 

 

The Rev’d James Rosie – Team Vicar 

James joined the team in October 2017, having previously served in the 
Dioceses of Lichfield and York. He is primarily responsible for the parishes of 
Swanton Morley, Beetley with East Bilney and Hoe but serves across the 
Benefice. James is a Governor at two Church of England schools in Dereham 
and Swanton Morley. He also chairs the Barrett’s Charity Trust in Swanton 
Morley. 
 
Post-pandemic James is interested in exploring how rural communities can 
reconnect with their parish churches. 

 

 

 
 

https://aboutdereham.org/
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The Rev’d Doreen Fotherby (PTO – Shipdham & Bradenham) 
 
Although I was born in Ipswich my formative years were mostly spent in 
Hull. On leaving school, I trained to be a teacher, but after three enjoyable 
years, changed track and became a social worker. I gained my social work 
qualification at Keele university and worked for Barnardo’s for thirteen 
years in Northampton and the London area. In the early eighties I moved 
to Norfolk and worked for the Social Services until I retired in 2001. 
 
It’s still a bit of a surprise to me that I was ordained in 2005! Although 

brought up in a Christian family, my own practice in terms of churchgoing, had lapsed during the middle 
years of life. Having said that, my faith journey continued in other ways, through reading, through friends 
and in the 1980’s when I took a degree which included Religious Studies. 
 
1998 was a very significant year. During Lent that year, I began my association with All Saints’ Church 
Shipdham, joined their pilgrimage to Israel in September and was confirmed in November! The pilgrimage 
to Israel sparked a deep interest in the country and all its people both Israeli and Palestinian. I 
subsequently spent a year in Jerusalem volunteering in a centre for children with disabilities and in 2008 
worked for 3 months as part of a World Council of Churches project in the West Bank. 
  
I am single and live alone, but keep in touch with my large extended family. For relaxation I read, especially 
detective novels, and I enjoy crosswords. When I was younger I was very active in sports, which has now 
largely translated into watching on television. Holidays and spending time with friends are also important. 
 
Since ordination I have enjoyed the opportunities for service in the Shipdham and Bradenham Benefice 
and look forward to continuing to be involved in formal and informal worship and group activities.       
 
 

Helen Jeckells   (LLM – Shipdham & Bradenham) 
 
I have been licensed for nearly 20 years, during which time I 
have served Bradenham and Shipdham as well as helping out 
in Dereham and in earlier years the Barnham Broom Group.         
                                                                                  
I have been married for 54+ years to Gordon for whom I am a 
full-time carer and we have 4 adult children and 8 
grandchildren. 
 
I was raised in a Christian family and my faith has always 
been the focal part of my life, but it was during the time I was studying as a mature degree student that I 
felt a calling that led me to speak to my then Rector, who encouraged me to look at OLM ministry, but I felt 
Reader ministry was the road more suited to myself. 
I was raised on the traditional BCP and I still enjoy using it, but I feel over the years my faith has grown and 
I find CW more relatable to today. 
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I enjoy preparing services and preaching, and over the years I have helped run quiet days, as well as 
organise Taizé services.  I especially enjoy the more informal Café Church style services and I have always 
been happy working as part of a team. 
 
 
 
Benefice Administrator 

The benefice administrator is based in Church House next to St 

Nicholas’ Church in Dereham. The administrator works 12 hours 

a week spread over 3 days.  

 

 

 

 

 

We are fortunate to have other retired clergy and lay ministers happy to help when needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Church House: Home of the Benefice Office, N. Breckland Youth for Christ and a large meeting room. 

 

 

 

 

Benefice Schools: 

Shipdham 
Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy 
http://www.thomasbullock.dneat.org 
The Team Vicar is a Governor here 

 

Dereham 

KS 1 & 2 
Grove House Infant and Nursery School    

  https://grovehouseinfant.org 
 

King’s Park Infant School:   
https://grovehouseinfant.org 
Grove House and King’s Park are federated with the same Head. 

Mrs Shannon O’Sullivan,  
Head of Thomas Bullock CE Primary Academy 

http://www.thomasbullock.dneat.org/
https://grovehouseinfant.org/
https://grovehouseinfant.org/
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Dereham Church Infant and Nursery School.  
http://www.dereham.norfolk.sch.uk 
The Team Rector & Team Vicar of Swanton Morley are Governors here. 

 
Toftwood Infant and Junior School Federation https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/ 
 
Dereham Church of England Junior Academy  
http://www.derehamjunior.dneat.org/ 
The Team Rector is a Governor here. 
 

KS 1-4 
Fred Nicholson School 
www.frednicholson.norfolk.sch.uk 
The school is a special school catering for pupils with learning difficulties and a wide range of 
associated complex needs. The school has a 19-place resource provision for pupils with autism 
spectrum disorder. 

 
KS 3 & 4 
 

Dereham Neatherd High School  
https://www.neatherd.org/ 

 
Northgate High School  

https://www.northgate.norfolk.sch.uk/ 

 

Dereham Sixth Form College  

https://www.dsfc.org.uk/ 
 

 
Scarning  

Scarning VC Primary School  
http://www.scarningprimary.co.uk/ 

 
Swanton Morley  

Swanton Morley VC Primary School  
http://www.swantonmorleyprimary.co.uk/ 
The Team Vicar is a Governor here. 

 
Beetley 

St Mary’s Community Primary School, Beetley 
 www.beetleyschool.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dereham.norfolk.sch.uk/
https://www.toftwoodfederation.co.uk/
http://www.derehamjunior.dneat.org/
http://www.frednicholson.norfolk.sch.uk/
https://www.neatherd.org/
https://www.northgate.norfolk.sch.uk/
https://www.northgate.norfolk.sch.uk/
https://www.dsfc.org.uk/
http://www.scarningprimary.co.uk/
http://www.swantonmorleyprimary.co.uk/
http://www.beetleyschool.co.uk/
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Welcome to the Centre of Norfolk 

Norfolk, on the mid-east coast of England is “Big Sky” country.  Choose from miles of unspoilt coastline, 
beautiful countryside, forests and heathland, internationally important nature reserves, amazing bird 
watching, easy-going walking and cycling, and fabulous seaside resorts. 

The wider area has much to offer. Norfolk has many attractive villages and market towns. The sea is within 
easy distance. There are traditional resorts and much of the North Norfolk coast is a nature reserve. As 
cyclists will testify, Norfolk is not flat. 

King’s Lynn is an ancient town which, as a member of the Hanseatic League, was once one of England’s 
most important and influential ports.  

Norwich is a fine city with many cultural opportunities and some of the best shopping in the country. It has 
two splendid cathedrals, a castle and once again a Premier League football club.  

Dereham is an expanding community with a population over 20,000. It is a busy town with a market on a 
Tuesday and Friday. It has a range of supermarkets, independent shops, banks, and cafés. Amenities 
include the Memorial Hall, which hosts local and professional drama as well as the occasional concert, a 
cinema, a leisure centre with swimming pool and gym, a golf course, bowls clubs, tennis courts, various 
sports clubs for all ages, playing fields and easily accessible open spaces. The Mid-Norfolk Railway is a 
popular tourist attraction. There are two museums in or near the town and many interest groups and 
societies.  

Green Pastures in Dereham is a well-resourced Christian bookshop. 
https://www.greenpasturesdereham.org.uk/ 
 
 
There are several residential care homes in the Benefice including two with a strong Christian ethos. 
Dereham Hospital provides professional rehabilitation services plus a range of clinics and a 20-bed ward.  
 
 
Letton Hall 
https://lettonhall.org/ 
Letton Hall is a Christian conference centre 1.5 miles from Shipdham. It is a useful resource for ministry, 
especially with young people.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        

 
 

Go Karting at Letton Hall 
 

https://www.greenpasturesdereham.org.uk/
https://lettonhall.org/
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Shipdham: Village & Community  
 
A vibrant and welcoming community with a population of 2079, Shipdham is the longest village in Norfolk. 
The village is designated as a Local Service Centre by Breckland District Council as it has a school, medical 
facilities, shops, public transport, and other local amenities. It is served by an active Parish Council.  It is 
also scheduled to have at least another 300 homes built in the next 20 years, under the Local Plan. 
 
Shipdham is situated on the A1075, equidistant from the market towns of Dereham and Watton, both with 
a range of shopping facilities, and connecting buses to Swaffham, Peterborough, King’s Lynn, Norwich, 
Great Yarmouth, and Lowestoft. 
 
There is a thriving rural village community, who during the pandemic pulled together with an emergency 
committee to ensure every household had the support it needed, via food parcels, delivering prescriptions, 
transport to hospital etc. There is a permanent Shipdham Community Emergency Plan Committee, with a 
dedicated phone number, who stand up in times of emergency, such as power outages, bad weather, 
major incidents etc. All Saints’ Church is one of four emergency refuges in the village, the others being the 
WI Hall, the School, and the King’s Café. 
 
The village supports: 

• The village green – focus of many outdoor events 

• A Post Office with a general store 

• A convenience shop 

• A petrol station and four garages (repairs, MOT and sales) 

• A public house 

• A café 

• A well-used WI Hall for community events 

• A private airfield (with industrial units adjacent) 

• A pet grooming service 

• A large recreation ground (Bullock Park) with football pitches, 
play equipment and pavilion 

• An outdoor bowls green and club house 

• A medical centre with dispensary and ancillary services 

• A cemetery (recently extended) maintained by the Parish Council. The churchyard is closed but 
burial of cremated remains is allowed. 

 
The church has excellent links with Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy, currently with 
194 on roll, and indeed the school plays a large part in the wider community. The Team Vicar often 
conducts collective worship and is traditionally a Governor.  
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All Saints’ Church is a lovely focal point in the village, with the Parish Council 
and Parochial Church Council working together to maintain the churchyard 
and footpath. The footpath through the churchyard links the ends of the 
village with many walking past the open church doors. 
 
 
 
 
Members of the community are encouraged to use the building for a range of activities including the 
Shipdham Knitters, the Community Choir, Silver Social events for older people and sleep overs for 
Brownies.  St Thomas’ Chapel in the NE aisle is an enclosed space with access to the kitchen, vestry and 
toilets, which quickly converts to a Café (run as Café Saints) and offers rentable space for small training 
groups.   
 
In normal times, fundraising is led by the Drynkkings, a three-day 
Christmas Tree Festival, a craft fair, regular coffee mornings, concerts, 
and other imaginative events.   
 
In 2019 the village, led by the Parish Council, raised £25,000 for a new 
stained-glass window to mark the centenary of the end of World War 
1, depicting a lone soldier in a field of poppies. Local historians also 
wrote a book, with details of every man named on the War Memorial, 
self-published it, with two print runs, and raised funds.  The War 
Memorial in the churchyard is maintained by the local British Legion 
and is the initial starting point for the annual Service of Remembrance. 
 
 
 
The Drynkkings 
 

The Drynkkings, sometimes known as the Church Ales, were 
social gatherings of this parish in the sixteenth century, when 
home-brewed ale was drunk in Church House, which stood in 
the churchyard, followed by music and dancing on the village 
green. 
 
It is traditional for the Team Vicar to be driven by horse and 
cart in a procession from the church to the village green, 
holding a tankard of ale. This annual event takes place on May 
Day Bank Holiday. 
 
 

 

 
Breckland Crematorium (https://www.brecklandcrematorium.co.uk/) was opened in 2019. It is less than 15 
minutes from the village. 

 

 

https://www.brecklandcrematorium.co.uk/
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All Saints’ Church, Shipdham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worshipping tradition 

 
The style of worship reflects the needs of the people, offering a variety of styles yet keeping a gentle feel. 
The church organ is in good repair, regularly tuned and played.  We use Hymns Old and New. The 
chasuble is worn for Sunday communion services which are from Common Worship (contemporary and 
not formal). 

 
Licensed Lay Ministers (Readers) take an active part in services, sometimes leading Morning Prayer, 
Café Church, preaching at communion services and assisting when needed. 

 
There is proactive and enthusiastic laity, with an increasing number of people reading at services.   

 
The active PCC meets regularly, and sub-groups support the wider work of the church.   
These groups cover: 

• Worship 

• Outreach 

• Church Support & Housekeeping 

• Events & Fundraising. 
 

The aim is to allow the PCC to be more strategic and encourage and develop involvement in church 
activities with more people from our congregations and community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the Easter 
gardens made by 
Thomas Bullock CE 
Primary Academy 
pupils during 
lockdown. 
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Description of All Saints’ Church, Shipdham 
Link to Simon Knott’s Norfolk Churches Page: http://www.norfolkchurches.co.uk/shipdham/shipdham.htm 
 
 
Centrally located in the village, the medieval church of flint and render with a bell tower topped with a 
C17th cupola making it a striking landmark in the centre of Norfolk. The church is large and seats around 
200 without COVID restrictions and 73 with social distancing.  
 
The 6 bells are rung by a team of ringers. The church tower is in need of major repairs including refacing. 
There is a project team in place overseeing this project. 
 
Adjacent to the Chancel is St Thomas’ Chapel, used to 
conduct smaller services, social events, meetings, and 
the like are regularly held here. 
 
The door from St Thomas’ Chapel leads to the vestry, a 
kitchen and toilet facilities. 
 
The church is open during daylight hours every day. 
 

 

Activities in All Saints’, Shipdham 
 
Hospitality comes very high on the All Saints’ agenda, with many 
activities centred on this. 
Due to the pandemic most things came to a halt, but the expectations 
are many will continue when we are able. 
 
Café Saints is held in St Thomas’ Chapel on the first Thursday morning 
of each month, providing time for meeting over tea/coffee. 
 
Lent and Advent courses have been held annually for many years. 
 
Shrove Tuesday is celebrated with an extremely popular soup and 
pancake lunch.  
 
On Maundy Thursday in the past well attended traditional Passover 

meals have taken place,  followed by a Watch Service for those wishing to stay.    
 
On Good Friday we gather at the King’s Café and walk via the church for a short service and then walk to 
Bradenham and conclude with a service there. 
 
 
From 2015 an excellent and popular Craft Fayre has been held on the Saturday before All Saints’ Sunday, 
which hosts around 20 stalls offering handmade goods by local crafters and artists. Refreshments are 
served all day by Café Saints. 
 

http://www.norfolkchurches.co.uk/shipdham/shipdham.htm
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Festivals always prove popular occasions.  At Christmas, Easter and Harvest the church is superbly 
decorated by the flower arranging team. 
 
In addition to supporting Christian Aid, and the Children’s Society, All Saints’ church has sponsored a child 
in Vietnam through a small charity called ‘Project Return’.   www.projectreturn.org.uk 
 
Remembrance Day services are organised in conjunction with the local division of the British Legion.  
 
Over the years we have hosted many different musical concerts, quizzes, and events in the church. 
 
The church is also used by the community as a venue. The Shipdham Knitters meet every third Wednesday 
and Shipdham Community Choir fortnightly on Tuesday evenings. 
 
The village school makes regular visits for Harvest, Christmas, and Easter services in addition to the 
annual leavers’ service. 
 
Shipdham News 
 A free copy of the church magazine, ‘Shipdham News’ is delivered to every house in the village and 
beyond.  In addition to village news, it contains information on church services and events and a letter 
from the Team Vicar.  It is also produced and edited by church members. 
 

 

 
Pattern of Services on Sunday 
 

1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 5th Sunday 

0930 am 
Café Church: 
Informal 
worship 

11.15 am 
Holy Communion 
CW  
 

11.15 am 
Morning Praise 
 

11.15 am 
Holy Communion 
CW 
 
 
 

11.15 am 
Holy Communion 
CW 
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Shipdham Facts and figures 
 
Church Electoral Roll - 50 
 
Usual Attendance  
11.15 am Communion/Morning Praise:  25-30 pre-pandemic now 17-25  
 
10.00 am Wednesday Holy Communion: 6 
 
Easter 2019 

Maundy Thursday   9 

Good Friday    17 

Dawn Service   14 

Easter Day 126 – numbers increased as the WW1 window was dedicated during the   

service.  2018  40 attended. 

 

Easter 2021 

Good Friday    11 

Easter Vigil   10 

Easter Day   34 

 

Christmas 2019   

Carols around the Trees  150 

Nine Lessons and Carols 80 

Crib Service.   150 

Midnight   35 

Christmas Day   24 

 

 

Funerals in church c 7 a year 

Baptisms c 7 a year 

Weddings up to 6 a year. 

 

Benefice funerals 

By mid-August 2021, 21 funeral services had been taken at local crematoria with no church service 

beforehand.  There have also been 25 funerals in St Nicholas’ Church in Dereham.  In busy times Team 

Clergy help take funerals across the Benefice. 
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Bradenham: Village & Community  
 
The population of this parish is 691. 
 
Children attend primary school in Shipdham and Necton and secondary schools in Dereham and Swaffham.  
 
There are many popular village-based clubs and activities including a newly formed Community Group. 
Church fundraising events are well supported. 
 
The church is situated on the northwest edge of the village. It is Grade 1 listed, mediaeval, with Victorian 
stained glass memorial windows to the Haggard family. With the assistance of occasional legacies and the 
Friends of St Andrew’s (inaugurated 1998), the church is maintained in a good state of repair. The PCC is 
proud that its parish share is paid in full every year. The church is open daily. 
 
The redundant church of St Mary is in the care of the Churches Conservation Trust; we aim to hold one 
service in the church each year. It is used to house and display the Village Archive and is open daily. Both 
East and West Bradenham churchyards remain in use for burials. 
 
Bradenham is about two miles west of Shipdham, on the road to the market town of Swaffham, seven 
miles away. It is also seven miles from two more market towns, Dereham and Watton. The ecclesiastical 
Parish of East with West Bradenham was formed in 1916 from the original two parishes, and then became 
part of a larger Benefice with Shipdham in 1979. 
 

Modern Bradenham is set in farmland, and the village envelope 
is fixed, with no further development other than the occasional 
infill between existing properties. 
The centre of the village is its large green, on which are the 
Village Hall and cricket pavilion.  Many organisations use the 
Hall including a horticultural society, retirement club, whist 
drives, carpet bowls, yoga, weekly coffee mornings and dog 
training. It is also used for outreach lunches on alternate 
months prepared by members of the church raising funds for 
other charities. Patterns of use may change inevitably post 
Covid.  

 
Sport is an important part of village life. There is a county-renowned cricket club based on the Green, with 
a thriving youth section and also football and bowls clubs with their own grounds. These activities are all 
supported by Bradenham and surrounding villages. 
 
The Bradenham Sports has been held annually since 1899 on Spring Bank Holiday. This is a major fund-
raising event for the village hall. Historically it was the sports day for children who in earlier years would 
travel from surrounding villages ready to compete and earn money as prizes.  Nowadays it also hosts a 
large classic vehicles exhibition and many stalls as well as the renowned sports events. 
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Bradenham is surrounded by rolling farming country; in the village there is a large builders’ merchant, a 
specialised antique restorer, a cabinet maker and a funeral director. Medical facilities are provided by 
surgeries in Shipdham and Necton, clinics at Dereham (cottage) hospital and principal hospitals in Norwich, 
King’s Lynn and Cromer. 
There is a village news sheet, “The Mardle”, issued every month free of charge to all households, providing 
the notice board for the village, events, and the church. The incumbent normally writes a short message.   
 
 
St Andrew’s Church, West Bradenham 
 
Worshipping tradition 

 
Congregations are small, fairly conservative and of mature 
age. Services normally use the Book of Common Prayer and 
the King James’ Bible. We sing from Hymns Old and New.  
Recognising some people are not familiar with the old Prayer 
Books we recently purchased booklets for CW order 2 and 
Morning & Evening Prayer from the BCP, from the Common 
Worship collection. The choir (average 12 members) sings 
Choral Matins each month and Evensong on 5th Sundays, and 
an excellent candlelit, traditional Nine Lessons and Carols 
service. In 2020 under pandemic restrictions Bradenham’s 
Carol Service was held at Shipdham allowing more to attend. 
 
On the second Sunday each month Café Church is held in the 
village Hall. Many members of the congregation take an active 
part in services by reading lessons. We employ a cleaner but 
also have an annual cleaning day. Outreach lunches are held 
every other month (pre-pandemic) for about 40 people from 
the wider community of Bradenham, Shipdham and parishes 
within the team. 
 

The mid-19th century Mark Noble single-manual organ was completely refurbished in 2012.  A full set of 
chasubles and stoles is held. 
 
The PCC usually meets every three months, although the Churchwardens and Treasurer are in frequent 
touch with each other. 
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Description of the Church of St Andrew, West Bradenham 
Link to Simon Knott’s Norfolk Churches Page: 
http://www.norfolkchurches.co.uk/westbradenham/westbradenham.htm 

 
The church is Grade I listed, mediaeval and later, built mainly of 
flint and now with slate and tiled roofs.  The chancel dates from 
C13, and includes a fine piscina and triple sedilia.  The nave, 
tower, porch, and font are C14.  The fabric is mainly in good 
condition.  There are five Victorian stained-glass windows, all 
memorials to members of the Haggard family (prior to the most 
well-known member, Sir Rider Haggard, whose profile features on 
the village sign).  The repair and restoration of one of these, the 
“Great East Window”, will be the next major project.  

 
The north aisle has been screened off to form a domestic area, with toilet, 
kitchen, choir vestry and priest’s vestry. 
 
Car parking is available in the churchyard and in an overflow paddock. 
 
 

 

 

 

Description of the redundant Church of St Mary, East Bradenham 
Link to Simon Knott’s Norfolk Churches Page: 
http://www.norfolkchurches.co.uk/eastbradenham/eastbradenham.htm 
 
Both East and West Bradenham churchyards remain in use for burials. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Mary’s Church, E. Bradenham 
 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.norfolkchurches.co.uk/westbradenham/westbradenham.htm
http://www.norfolkchurches.co.uk/eastbradenham/eastbradenham.htm
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Pattern of Services on Sunday 
 
 

1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 5th Sunday 

9.30 am Holy 
Communion 
BCP 

9.30 am 
Café Church  
Village Hall 

9.30 am 
Choral Matins 
BCP 

9.30 am 
Holy Communion 
BCP (Said) 

6.00 pm 

Choral Evensong 

BCP 

 
 
 
Bradenham Facts and figures 
 
Church Electoral Roll - 20 
 
Usual Attendance  
9.30 am   8 
 
 
Easter 2019 

Good Friday    19 

Easter Day   34 

 

Easter 2021 

Easter Day   18 

 

Christmas 2019   

Carols in the village hall  47 

Nine Lessons and Carols 83 

Midnight (10.00 pm)  27 

 

 

Funerals in church c 7 a year 

Baptisms c 1 a year 

Weddings one or two year. 
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St Andrew’s Finance 
 
The PCC has always paid its Parish Share in full by monthly standing order and shared the incumbent’s 
expenditure with the Benefice. 
 
There are two self-accounting funds associated with the church: 
 
• The Ada Tait Fund, which is chaired ex officio by the incumbent, provides assistance for the elderly 
of the village, primarily by providing a car service to hospitals, surgeries and other medical establishments. 
 
• The Friends of St Andrew’s charity was inaugurated on 29th November 1997, for “the repair, 
maintenance and beautification of our church” and has a membership of between 30 and 40, each paying 
at least £10 per annum, and spread from Bradenham through Norfolk, Suffolk, and as far as Hertfordshire 
and Yorkshire.  Since inception, by dint of two large gifts, annual subscriptions, and fundraising events The 
Friends has provided for a new heating system (and improved electricity supply), a new clergy/choir vestry, 
kitchen area and toilet, the refurbishment of the organ and the restoration of the “Great West Window” of 
the church. The next project is likely to be the repair of the East window.  
 
Shipdham and Bradenham: A word about finance 
 
Both Churches have usually paid their Parish Share in full. In 2020 we struggled, as did many, but plans are 
in place to ensure we pay our full Parish Share for 2021 and beyond. Good relationships between the 
churches and their communities will help to engender goodwill, the furtherance of the Gospel and the 
ability to pay our way.  

 

The Rectory 

The Rectory is situated opposite the church and in 
the middle of the village of Shipdham and 
provides a comfortable, light and airy living space. 

 

The Rectory was built in 1962 comprising: five 
bedrooms, family bathroom, hall, study, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, utility room, cloakroom with 
guest toilet. Gas central heating, double garage. 
The enclosed garden is grassed and shaded by 
mature trees. A ride-on mower is provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a short walk from the Rectory to the village 
Post Office, shops, surgery, pub, park and school. 
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St Andrew’s, Bradenham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The nativity window at All Saints’, Shipdham 


