
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
October 2021 

 

Team Vicar: All Saints Church, Shipdham 
St Andrew’s Church, Bradenham 
Schools’ Chaplain, Dereham & District Team Ministry  

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the post Team Vicar for the Shipdham and Bradenham parishes (part of the 
Dereham & District Team Ministry benefice) and Schools’ Chaplain for the Benefice.   This letter is 
intended to supplement the information given in the Benefice Profile, adding a slightly wider perspective 
and some further information.  Please join me in holding the benefices in your prayers as to discern who 
might be called to serve as their next parish priest. 
 
The Parishes and this job  
 
The Dereham and District Team Ministry is a significant benefice within the Diocese of Norwich and the 
Archdeaconry of Lynn.  Dereham is an active market town, with a ten-year plan designed to equip it for a 
more high-skills economy.  There are significant areas of both wealth and poverty although the gap is not 
as great as in some areas of the county.  The number of schools in the benefice is a testimony to the 
town’s central role in the local area. 
 
You will find much of the detail about the parish and schools’ aspects of this role in the parish profile.  The 
Team Rector is relatively new in post and bringing considerable change to that part of the benefice.  You 
will need to work with this while also being faithful to the traditions of Shipdham and Bradenham.  It will 
be important to be confident in those traditions in order to ensure that the churches are welcoming to 
the young families you will encounter in your schools’ work.  Perhaps the most important element of this 
role is to be a bridge across which those for whom church is currently irrelevant or non-existent are 
awakened to their spiritual lives and come to perceive and own the joy of being a member of the 
household of faith.  If this post realises that for which we have prayed, you will change the lives of young 
people and their families, and the churches will change accordingly. 
 
Diocese and Deanery  
 
The Diocese of Norwich’s vision is to be Transformed by Christ:  Prayerful, Pastoral, Prophetic.  You can 
find out more information about this at https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/vision-priorities/.  
Work is currently underway on the nine priority areas that will help us live out and deliver this vision.   The 
next parish priest will be someone who is excited by this vision and who is able to see ways in which it 
can be made a lived reality in the benefices. 
 

The Rt. Rev’d Dr Jane Steen 
Bishop of Lynn 

Lynn House, Commercial Road, 
Dereham, NR19 1AE 
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The Rt Revd Graham Usher, Bishop of Norwich since 2019, wrote an introduction to the Diocese which 
you can find at https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/app/uploads/2020/12/Our-Life-Together-2021.pdf.  
This will tell you more about the character, structure and organisation of the Diocese.  Please be aware 
that it was written when the Diocesan vision was still being worked out and when the Bishop of Lynn who 
writes this letter to you had not been appointed.  The document is nevertheless well worth reading. 
 
The Dereham & District benefice falls within the Dereham in Mitford deanery which falls in the 
Archdeaconry of Lynn. The Rural Dean is The Revd Mark McCaghrey who is Rector of the Mattishall and 
Tudd Valley benefice.  The Diocese of Norwich operates an informal area scheme, and the Bishop of Lynn’s 
area of oversight is coterminous with the archdeaconry.  The Archdeacon is the Venerable Ian Bentley 
and Bishop and Archdeacon work closely together for the welfare of the benefices. 
 
There are 7 posts of incumbent status in the Deanery of Dereham in Mitford, 4 curates, 4 assistant priests, 
19 clergy with PtO, 6 LLMs (Readers) and 7 AWAs. Attendance at Deanery Synod and Chapter is an 
expectation, and all diocesan clergy are encouraged to give some part of their time and energies to the 
wider life of the Diocese.  
 
Housing  
The accommodation provided is described in the profile for the Benefice. Questions about the house 
should be directed to the Archdeacon of Lynn.  
 
Patronage  
The Patrons for the benefice are: 
The Lord Chancellor acting on behalf of Her Majesty in right of Her Crown 

The Dereham and District Team Ministry Patronage Board  

 
Enquiries, Applications and Interviews  
An application can be made through Pathways, via the diocesan website at  
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/about/vacancies/.  
 
The closing date for applications is Wednesday 10th November, with interviews to be held on Monday 
29th November 
 
Any priest wanting an informal discussion before deciding whether to apply is welcome to be in touch by 
telephone or e-mail with me or with The Archdeacon of Lynn, the Venerable Ian Bentley (01362 688032) 
archdeacon.lynn@dioceseofnorwich.org   
 
 
Yours faithfully,  

 
 
The Rt Revd Dr Jane Steen  
Bishop of Lynn  
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